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o actlons taken by the Commlssxon

COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE EUROPEAN :
- PARLIAMENT

(PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 18913(2) 2ND INDENT OF THE EC TREATY)

- Common position of the Council on the proposal for a Decision of the 'European -

: /Parllament and Councnl estabhshmg a general framework for Commumty actlvmes o =

S in favour of consumers

[

I..k | BnCKokoonD"
B t)atc of transmlss_lon of. the proposal to the European P.uhamcnl and lho (ounul ZbA
’ ldnuary 1998 - : | e
s Date of the oplmon of the European Parhament ﬁrst readlng 7 OLlObCI 1998
’ :Date of transmtssnon of the amended proposal 30 Octobel 1998

Date of adoptlon of the common posmon 20 November 1998

- , Date of the oplmon of the Economlc and Socml Cormmttee 28 May 1998

2, SUB‘JAE(.}"‘I'OFTHE PROPOSAL'~ :

The proposal aims at estabhshlng the Iegal frarnework for act1v1t1es ehgrble for - .
. Commumty fundlng in the ﬁeld of consumer- policy and consumer health proteetlon '

‘ ,.The proposal creates a framework and does not try to exhaust all the pOSSlblhtleS offered-
_by the prov1stons and objectxves of the Treaty B : -

7

- T he proposal descnbes the actlvmes potentlally ehglble for Commumty lundmg,

o= actlons to support European consumer orgamsatlons

actlons 1o fund specnf c pro_|ects m pamcu!ar lhose presentod by Luiopean eonsumu
: orgamsatlons T : L -_9 - -

) The proposal 1nc1udes a ﬁnanc1a1 allocatlon for the next five years

LIt lays down cntena, whlch are not cumulahve for acttons which may be ellglble for :

o Commumty support It descnbes the selectxon follow up and momtormg procedures

I‘mally, the annex to the proposat hsts areas of act1v1ty whlch may be consxdercd tor'
Commumty fundmg - . : :



3. COMMENTS ON THE COMMON POSITION |
3.1 General comments:

-' If no dec1s1on is taken on thxs proposal by year’s end it will not be possible to. comm1t
~ certain appropnatlons in the 1998 budget and the funding of most of the 1999 act1v1t1es
will have to be suspended for want of a legal bas1s

| Both the European Parhament and Councﬂ have agreed to do their utmost to accelerate
’ the dectston—makmg process so as to take a dec151on before year 5 end if p0351b1e

Once the Amsterdam Treaty enters into effect it wﬂl be poss1b1e to adapt th:s DCC]S]OH to
extend 1ts scope | in the consumer field. :

o Several amendments proposed by the European Parhament already antlclpated thc cntry
. into effect of the Amsterdam Treaty. The Council has either rcjccted them or adapted
: them to bnng the text of the Declslon more. mto line with the Treaty as 1t stands '

‘3 2 General observatlons on the Councll's eommon posmon
The main pomts made by the Councﬂ in 1ts common posmon concem
— the ﬁnanmal envelope‘

g the possrble beneﬁclanes
L the scope e e e S
- the creatton of an advnsory commxttee ST L o

3. 3 Fate of the European Parhament’s amendments at the second readmg

The Commlssron accepted 29 of the 32 amendments proposed by thc Europcan
Parhament o

' Amendments accepted by the Commlssmn and mcluded in the common posmon

The Council accepted almost all the EP amendments concemmg the reclta]s with a
' number of draﬁmg changes -

The Councrl has in pnnclple accepted the European Parliament's amendment deSIynd o
include actions concernmg the protection of consumers legal mtuests tmd consumcr :
. access to Justlce m the general framework ok

: l‘he (‘ounc:l has not mcorporated the detalls of the EP amendmcnts on thls subjcct in the '
- Annex. However, it accepts the pnnc1p1e that actlvmes in thts afea may be funded i in thas-
fi nancnal framework . :

a The same apphe’s to actions in the ﬁeld of information ‘

The Council's alteratlons to. the text do not affect the substance of the acttons env:saged
by the Commtssmn in these areas. :



The European Parhament’s amendment concermng Artlcle 5 as regards the takmg 1nto -

account of admmrstratlve costs has been accepted

- The amendments to Artlcle g on tlme limits for pubhcatron in the Ofﬁmal Joumal and
; payment arrangements have been accepted by the Councﬂ '

4, PROVISIONS INTRODUCED BY THE COUNC]L:

The Comm1s51on s original proposal envrsaged a financial allocatlon of 114 mrlhon
ECU, of which 7,5 million ECU for the EHLASS programme.

On the basis of a Commission proposal to modify. the financial allocation, the Council
established a common position: fora ﬁnanmal allocatlon of 1 12,5 mllhon ECU, exc]udmg
the EHLASS programme - :

'The Counc11 has redrafted the. 1ntroductory text of Artlcle 2 to brmg it. more mto lme '

w1th the Treaty

ln Article 2(c) the Council has reworded thc dcscrlptlon of the hcnchu.ums lo do |ustlcc
to thc particular situation of consumer associations in certain Mcember St.ltcs For the
same reasons the Council has added to Article 5(1) 2nd mdcnt a u.tcn enee to thc L‘\ISlIIlL.

srtuatlons at natronal Ievel : . o

In Arttcle 7 the mtroductory text was adapted to take into accounl th dlltcu.nt suucturc
‘of consumer organlsatrons m dlfferent Member States :

The Councrl has introduced an adv1sory commtttee in order to ensurc- hctter dialogue
between Member States and. the-Commission as regards the selection of pl‘O_]CLtb and

‘activities to be. funded under Article 2(b) and 2(c). The Commission will also inform this )

commlttee about the other activities to-be funded under this Decrston The Commlssron

- wrll see to 1t that thls 1nforrnat10n is’ also communlcated to the European Pa.rhament

The above—mentroned adaptatlons agreed by the Councﬂ are’ acceptabie to the L
_'_.Commissmn : R T .

S C’ON'CL'USI'ON"

~ The Councrls common p051tton is broadty in lme with the proposal pl‘LSCIIILd hy IIIL 4
: Commrssron and the: amendments proposed by the Europea.n Parlmment '
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