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1.

ELEVENTH REPORT
on
Expenditure on and Utilization of
Rail, Road and Inland Waterway
Infrastructures

A. INTRODUCTION

1. Greece is included for .the first time in this report,
Without data for previous years, some of the comparisons and
analyses of trends in this report will of necessity exclude
Greece., ‘Broadly speaking, the figures available for Greece
account for 1% of the Community Infrastructure expenditures,
Its share of road traffic amounts to less than 1% and rail
traffic to about one third of a percent., There are no inland
waterways in Greece. '

2. As France and Belgium did not supply» data on' road

expenditures or traffic for 1981,_ Community totals for roads
have been based on 1980 figures for these two countries,

Expenditures .

3. This eleventh report shows that in 1981 the Ten Member
States spent 43.4 mrd EUA on inland transport infrastructures,
almost exactly 2% of their gross domestic product. About 73%
of the total went on roads, 24% on railways and less than 3% on
inlang waterways. This represents a shift from roads in favour
of railways since the split for several Years was about 75/22.

4., The relative share of investment in total infrastructure
expenditures showed hardly any movement from 1980 levels; in
1981 investment made up 30% of the total for rail, 53% of road
expenses and 50% for waterways.

5. Transport infrastructure investment has declineq slightly
but steadily in importance, from 5.2% in 1977 of total gross
fixed,capital formation in the Community to 4.7% in 1931,

1

Utilization
—_———czatilon

6. " 'As the utilization of infrastructures ig expressed in
different wunits  for each mode ‘these. must be looked at
separately, Rail traffic, after small gains inn the latest few
vears, ‘'slipped back again in 1981 by 2.5% and attained 97.5s% of
1973 levels.  For road traffic outside built up areas 1981 was
.1.0% up on 1980. This represents a slowing down of the rate of

increase which~ b:ought traffic to 126% of 1973 levels.

Waterway traffic declined sharply by 7.3% in 1981 and thus

reached only 88% of 1973 levels.



B. ANALYSIS OF THE MAIN DATA

Expenditures

7. For the 9 Member States total infrastructure expenditures,
converted into European units of account, increased by 4.3%.
For railways the increase was 11.8%, for roads 2.0% and for
waterways 1.6%. These rates suqgest some decline in real value
since the general price index. in the Community rose by about
12%.

a. These overall results reflect different developments in the
individual Member States and modes of transport, as well as
changes in the value of national currencies. In national

currencies, increases for rail ranged widely from over 30% in
Ttaly and Ireland down to 1.4% for Luxembourgq, while Germany
reported a slight decrease (0.2%). ¥or roads only Ireland and
Italy showed notable increases with 39% and 22% respectively,
the Netherlands remained steady, but Germany, Denmark and the
United Kingdom showed decreases from 3% to 7%. No figures were
available from Belgium and France. Expenditure on waterways
rose substantially in Italy, Luxembourg, the United Kingdom and
Belgium but these increases were largely offset by small
decreases in the larger sums spent in Germany, France and the
Netherlands (up to 3% down).

9. These figures need to be assessed against a background of
slightly lower inflation than in the previous year, but still
ranging from about 5% in Germany to about 20% in Italy and
Ireland (see the table on page B84).

Utilization

10, Locking at the 2.5% overall drop for rail traffic the only
change of note was an increase of 8% in Belgium which follows a
reported decrease of 4% the previous year. For roads (1.0% up
overall) a slight change in traffic or no change was reported by
Denmark, Germany, Ireland, Italy and the WNetherlands while
Luxembourg and the United Kingdom showed increases of nearly 8%;
no data were available from Belgium and France. The decreases in
waterway traffic varied from 12% for the Netherlands to 9% for
France and 3.5% for Germany, with no other significant changes.



”

TheAEeriod 1973 to 1981

11. In order to facilitate an analysis over the reasonably
comparable period of nine years, from 1973 to 1981, this report
contains a number of tables and graphs showing transport
infrastructure expenditure and utilization trends at work in the
Member States since the first energy crisis in 1973.

12 As far as expenses are concerned, spending on rail
infrastructures in real terms rose each year of the first 5§
years up to 1978 since when it has been steady at 12% higher
than in 1973, Increases ranged from 18% in the United Kingdom
to over 80% in Italy and Ireland, On the other hand Germany

- and Denmark. reported spending less in 1981 than in 1973, Germany

being 3% down and Denmark a significant 24%.

13. 0On roads expenditures declined in "real" terms by 23% over
the period with wide variations between Member States, ranging
from increases in Luxembourg, Ireland and the Netherlands of

"about 14% to decreases of 32% in the Uniteqd ¥ingdom, 25% in

France, 9% in Italy, 5% in Germany and 3% in Belgium. In
Denmark the expenditures dropped_ back ~to 1973 1levels, after
rising to 30% above 1973 in 1978 and 1979.

14. Waterway expenditures trends in "real" terms are also
widely scattered around the Community overall decrease of 19%,
Over 40% higher in 1981 than in 1973 in Belgium, they stayed at
about the same level in France but decreased in Germany and the
Netherland by 10% and 37% respectively. For Luxembourg, large
investments in the early 1970es make a comparison misleading.

15. 'Turning to utilization, overall rail +traffic having

‘regained 1973 levels in 1979 and 1980, decreased again in 1981

when it stood at 2.3% below 1973. Belgium, Italy and the
Netherlands remained just about at 1973 levels but the other
Member States are below. An apparent substantial increase for
Ireland is believed to be due to an understatement in the
reference year (1973) and is being investigated, Road traffic
outside built-up areas continued to grow throughout the period
but the rate slowed down during 1981. It is now on average 26%
above 1973 1levels. Broadly, increases fall into the following
groupings: 40% for Ireland, Luxembourg and the Netherlands,
between 20% and 30% for Germany, France and the United Xingdom;
just under 20% for Belgium and Italy; Denmark lown et at 3%.
For waterways four of the five Member States concerned showed
decreases around the Community average of 12%, France showed
18% less but that may be due to overstating the base year
(1973); since 1975 when France modernized its handling of
waterway traffic data, traffic has been fairly stable. Traffic
in.the United Xingdom remains stable.



4.

C. THE REPORT

Rackground

16, The report has been drawﬁfpursﬁant to council regulation
(EC) N® 1108/70 introducing an*dCcounging system for expenditure
on infrastructure in respect  of transport by rail, road and
inland waterway and -its amending Regulation N° 1384/79.

Timing

17..  Despite continued reminders, long delays are still being
encountered in the transmission of. certain data. Data for 1931
should have been submitted by the end of 1982, but several were
not received until December 1983. It was decided to close the
books on 20 February 1984, Any data received after that date
but before actual dispatch of the report will have been put
through the computer and the resultant tabhles inserted at the
very back of the report. Comments to such last minute tables:
will have to wait until next year's report. Computer handling
.of the data, set up last year, have greatly improved the
flexibility of the compilation and publication of the report,
but the work of transiating into the seven languages is still
time absorbing. Efforts to obtain data on time from the Member
States will not be relaxed. though in fairness, it should be
stated that it is no small matter for the Member States to
collect all the data re@uired. - Especially the expenditure
figures for communal roads: France for example has some 38,000
communes.,

Completeness

18. For railways data are, as usual, practically complete with
the exception of some breakdown for investment expenses.

For most countries road expenses have not been broken down as

required, especially as regards investment and police
expenditure, ~ Also, in a few cases, figures were not provided
for one or two categories. On the utilization side data are

complete for Germany, the United Kingdom and Luxembourg only.
For the other Member States there are various shortcomings with
regard to breakdown of total traffic. .No data at all were
received from Belgium and France for either expenditures or
traffic on roads. ’

. Waterwaz expenditures are sometimes not broken down as
required. However, traffic data are complete except for
certain data for 1Italy. For the United Kingdom the waterways

reported on are only those owned or operated by the British
Waterways Board. '



19. Corrected data for
Report and incorporated in the summary tables.

el

Exchange Rates

20, Expenditures

in question.

earlier

reports

annexed to

in national ‘currencies have been converted
into Ruropean Units of Account at the avera

ge rates for the year
They are as follows: . S

1 _EUA
National Currency - 1981 1980 1979
BFR 41,2946 40,59800 40,1633
DKR 7,9226 7,82736 7,20701
- DM 2,5139 5,52421 2,51095
FF 6,0399 5,86896 5,82948
LIT 1263,1800 1189,21000 1138,44000
LFR 41,2946 40,59800 40,16330
HFL 2,7751 2,76027 2,74861
IRL 0,6910 0,67599 0,66947
UKL 0,5531 0,59844 0,64644
DR 61,6241

21. To assist in the perfection of future reports, readers are
particularly asked to advise the commission of any problems or
inaccuracies arising out of ‘the contents of this report that
come to their attention,
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(1973 = 100)

INDICES OF INFRASTRUCTURE EXPENSES AND UTILIZAILUN FUH 1881

{in terms of 1973 values)
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EVOLUTION OF EEC EXPENDITURES ON TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURES
(at constant prices)
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