Spe&az Ly Me Henk ?redéling; Vice~President of the Commission of .
the Zuropean Communiiies, on the occasion of the seminmar on
"Action against Poveriy I1", at Chantilly, 19 September 1977

i

‘Mr Chairmap, Mr Secretary of ‘State, Ladies and Gentlemen.

It would mpt be difficult af the opening of this second seminar on action
against poyeriy to preseni a heart-rending picture of the palnful social
problems wjiich, in spiie of all technological and economic progress,
nevertheleps repeatedly face us, both cutside and inside the frontiers of

of affairs still exists - as a result of living

_Burcpe. Wiat a sad siale
in slums, pnder: cand the lack of medical care, as a result of‘
‘backwardneps in education and in the provision of information. And how
écaniy‘&re the efforts to combal this state of affairs which we have .n

able %¢ implement s¢ Jar at European level.

The programnme to cowmbat povertiy whlch we have been ;mplementlng gince the
first semijpar in Juns 1974 covers 21 projects. However interesting these
projects muy b2 individually and however much relief each project brings
in its own area - talken together they only eliminate a small part of the

vast amoumy of misery with wiich we are faced.

I believe, Mx Chairman, that % ghould neither encourage us to become

sentimentall nor should we lose he=art. On the contrary: +the awareness that

such tremea&oaﬁ el iis hefore us must inspire us to organize

~the litile that we nre in fact doing as objectively and effectively as

possible in order io maximize its elfect.

Thia gomd rgy

: purpose. It fo?ms the only opportunity

lous projectz to meet each other to exchange

£

4 to try and learn from each other's successés
re like to express my satisfaction that so

many people appesy | to make us2 of this opportunity.

In order to faci: . ist

this semipmar the projects are

listed under thres

a. special aream and ou

‘be Bpecial groups of parsons

w1 BOCial services.
This class.!
watertight,
from breakir-

tebly open to challenge and is certainly not
it vifers the advantage of preventing the semimar

inte Adiemmaior of rations? nraisctag.
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”ThéH06mmis§ion of'fﬁe’Europeén Communities is indebted to the French
,ZGovernment for glv1ng us the opportunity to hold our discussions in this
;dellghtful settlng. Our host on bvehalf of the Goverrment is Mr Lenoir,
ﬁSecretary qf State for Health and Social Securlty. As you know Mr Lenoir
,‘;haa special responsxblllty iw* ‘social welfare and thus plays a key role
  11n the devqlopment of BOClal policy in France. In his book "Les exclus®
Aw ﬂhe‘ has made an important contribution to public awareness of the
‘:'f'phenoména qnd‘ﬁéékground of poverty in France. We shall shorily have the
pleaéure oi'hearing’a speech by Mr Lenoir.

“%”lfbﬁater ﬁr Michel Belorgey will be introducing us to the amti-poverty
_‘measures dqveloped in France. On Wedresday we will be given s practical
'4?v 1nsight into these measures during an excursion to four projects in the
 f» Par18 regiqn. - Wefshould like to thank the project leaders in advance for
R their’yillingness'to infroduqe the members of the seminmar to their work.
e b:'ff!I feel that this will give us a deeper understanding of how the French
Cliéi} Lo ,Government organizes its anti-poverty policy and its political, socio=

~aconom10, qdmlnlstratlve and cultural se*txng.

' f? Ih additioqé during the seminar you will be able to make the
;acquainianqé of several experts who are not directly involved in our
. - Furopean projects. Professor Michael Miller, a well—known American
"expert and authoi on anti-poverty topics and a veter@n of America' War
omn Poverty, is here to share with us some Anmerican experiences in running
pllot projqote.

| hProfessor Wilfred Beckerman who was formerly with the OECD and is now
~ working for the Internatioral Labour Office will be putting our work in
Europe in perspective from another viewpoint.
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'I‘wo of our Eurepean pzlot atudles are already complete. Mrs lefault
and Profesg;or Willmott ,will be mtroducmg them to you tomorrow. In
‘ 'thzs vay mu will be able to derive with us the lessons from these ‘
cross-mtiq;ml studxes which the Commission promotes to supplement and
R as an accompam.ment to the othar action research projects. _
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: fvﬁ ,  "We aiso'velcome here the representaiives of the BEurcpean Parliament

}-g; ".f‘ ‘ . ;apdvthe-Economic and Social Committea, Mr Dondelinger and Mr Carroll.

PR of cdurée, we do not regard them as outsiders; +{hey have given the

Communiiy valuéblé persbnal gervice in preparing the opinions of

their respective institutions. Mr Dondelinger and Mr Carroll have

- played an important role in the development of the European programme
and in obtaining the necessary funds. We hope 4o be able also to rely
on their support in the future.

Ih the course of implementing the Council Decision on the European
programme the Commission ragularly'c&nau}tg an advisory group consisting
:V'f) , bf rgpresentatives of the nine Govermmernis and independent experts. I
‘should like to extend partiéular tharks to this group for its participation
’in the preparation anﬁldeveiopment of the programme for this seminar. A
few months ago the independent experis fr@m'the group made a series of
vigits tq;assess the projects. The cother nembers of the group you will

meet as rapporteurs or chairmen of sessionag,.
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Ladies and Gentlemen.

‘This seminar ia,primarily‘ofganized for the saka of the prbject leaders
" and their collaborators. The poverty programme is their programme;

they will have to do the work in collaboration with the poor who are at
the heart of it.f In fact, it is a pity that I am not able to welcome
thebpoor themselves here. They are not here and they are not directly
represented here; for how can you possible organize and institutionalize
guch a things But for this reason we should be aware of the danger that
our fine plans have little to do with the world experienc¢d by those at
‘whom they are aimed. How easy it is for good intentions to get lost in
a ‘bureaucratioc and technocratic maze. In its Decision of July 1975
introducing support for pilot projecta the Council of Ministers attempted
to define the conéept of poverty. Accarding to that Decision persons

' ‘beset by poverty are "individuals or families whose resources are so
smallras to exclnde them from the ﬁinimum acceptable way of life of the
Member State in which they live".

. This definition fits like a glove, Mr Chairman, but nevertheless it fails
to convey the notion that people do not feel themselves to be gemuinely
'pQOr until they are iq a position to compare the bleakness and

hopelessness of their situation witﬁ the affluence, superabundance and
compulsive ostentation of‘all those who are better placeds This inequality,
of income, possessions, knowledge’and power is not only unjust, but also

a source of social unrest, here in Europe, but of course first and

foremost in the Third World. ’

I do not wish this‘seminar to go by, therefore,ywithout stating that the
elimination of inequality should be our ultimate goal. It is of course
true that this cannot be achieved by means of even the best pilot ﬁrojects;

A
"



level which

40 achieve it we need a policy et nati
in its breadth and depth is dirscted tow Lhie o vament of mors

¢ opinion is

equality. Such a policy will not be
-convinced of the need for it, for ultimaiely it is the voters wao must
Year the burden of the poliCVc The resulin of the public opinion

survey whlch Mre Riffault will presently discuss wiih you show that the
sxtuatlon in the western world is not very favourable in this connection,

The flgures show how many pecopie living in 1o turn their

faces away from hunger and sullering. 1 hope that

during the next few days you will diso involving in

your projects, whether directly or indi: 2y people besides the

O s " poor alone.

The officials of tha Commission, the so-called Brussels Burscrats, may

well plan and draw up fine plans, but ultimately the decisions are taken

by the Goverments and Parliamewnis of 4 States and the two sides

24 4% 18 their afttitudses which

of industry in the Community coumtries,

are decisive.

projecis which are b

i'ore

eting together in

wnetner or netv this

PN

the Coun011 of Ministers, will shortly
. programme of projects should be cont
have already formulated a reply 4o

™
Yaut’! consider that the projects must ba sxte

possible., The task before uzm now is te o

" work .to our Governmenis.

In the hope that it will comiribute to this

Seminar open.




