Text subject to change

outline of Mr. Vouel's Speech in Tel Aviv at the International Fair on
' - "Modern Living" :
. 15 June 1978

= EZC's preéenée ig manifestation both of Community solidarity and cf

5

4

tﬁe EC's special relations with Isrpel.
- History of EZEC's relations with Israel.

~ Nature of the present relationes.

- what‘éust'be ddne_tb‘make thenm floﬁrish,


collsvs
Text Box

collsvs
Note
Completed set by collsvs

User
Rectangle


Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlenen,

It ia a great pleasure to me personally to have been invited to be with
you today, and to be represent;ng the European Communlty at thes 1mportant

evente.

For the‘presenée of the Community hes a doubledimportance. First, it is

a demohstrationrof Eurepean'solidarity. This ié one of’the first"time"

th«t both our Member States and the Communlty as such have taxen part
torether in a major 1nternat10nal trade fair. As you know, the Comeunlty

" now constitutes one s;ngle market - the largest in the world - w;th

nnified eusfoms'barfiers.\And even though in our freg ecdnomy, competi-3
tﬂon between our exporter. 15 bound to contlnue,'and this is healthy, never=
'theless the Cpmmunlty‘has had con51derab+e success in eliminating unfair
1:pfactices which might distort'this competitipn; I am therefore pleased

and proud to represent a Commueity which is not only a major force in .

~internatjonal trade, but is also 6o manifestly working together. L.

'Th Communzty 8 presence ‘here is also a slgn of 1ts special relationship

with Israel ThlS relat1onsh1p was endorsed by the two 1mﬁortant agreenents

: s‘gned in 1975 and last year. These agreements broadened and deepened the
close reeatlons whlch already ex1oted by extendlng the area of tariff _ -
preeerences, and including a flnanclal protocol and provzsloqs for a con=-

siderable increase of cooperatlon to cover 1ndustry, trade pro“otﬁon,

development work in science and technology, and agrlculture.

vt

Hcre I muet emphas1ze that the 1dea of coope"atlon bctween yoa» country
iand fre uaropean Coﬁﬂunltv is far from novel, For links between Israel

and the EEC are alwost as 0ld as the Co“hunity itself - if not even older!
Is*ael was one of the first outs;de powers to grasp the f; s.g cance’ |
" and pO»Cﬂtldl of the Com nunlty. 4As ea*ly as the suzmer of 1957, some zo“tns
' even before the T»eaty of Rone had come into effective operatzuﬁ, the
L'Israel governmen* was seeklng discussions with tne EEC. In Aprtl 4958
' Israel was the third counvry to request the accredltaflon of a- d1p70~at~c
re“resentatlcn to.the Ccmmunitj./oo no one could accuse Is*ae; of having
.

been slow ofr the mark - is she ever? And our relatious got off to a

good start. | '“'.5 S



I will not attempt to chart in detail the ups and downs of our cbbpera:icn
since then. Were I to do so, I would coon lose you'.n a mags of ITigures
for the tariff rates on avocadoes, dried vegetables, methyl bromicde cr
bathing suits. Those who are intefested in these Subiects can easily
consult the Cox munity stand at the Fa1r, where all the necessary ‘nfo*~a-
tion is readily available. Suffice 1t to say that the ups in our re.at*o 15
have been much more ﬁarked than the dcwns. 4 first trade agreement was

signed in 1664, Two and a half years later, the Israel government prorosed

to our Council-of Ministers the conclusion of an Agreement of Association.

After leagthy discussions;'this led to the preferertisl frade sgrecments
signed just 8 years ago in my own country, Luxembourg, in June 197C.

The 1970 agreement was a starting point towsards setting\up a free trade

‘area between the partners, and was thus noted by the GATT. But scarcely

a few months had rassed'when a fresh set of discussions became necessary
in view of tbe proupect of the enlargeﬂent of the Community tc include

4 new meﬂkerg, the Un1ted Kingdom, Ireland, Denmark and Nerway. This rnew.

Hc

actor coi incided in time with the decision of the Community te lay down
a int overaLl “ollcy towards the countrle of the Mediterranean. This

new ccncept gwadually gained acceptance. And at the Paris Sunmzit meetlng

vof October 19?2, attended by the 3 new candidate countries (uO;Way had by

then voted against EEC membership), the "Global Mediterranean Apbroach"
was formally adopted. |

It was against thié general backgrdund'that the negotiations took placef
in 1973-75_dn the trade aspects of our relatibss, and in 1977‘fof the -
other afeasbof our cooperatiop. That it tooy soze time to b*iﬁ* t“ese “
talks to a surceuuful conclu sion, is “ardly @urpr*o*ng. uo onl ¥ were
they much more aﬂultIOQS than the prev ous agreements, but a*uo they were
taking place against a backbro nd cf 1n.ernatlonal cr1=ls. But in the end,
the t-ade ag”’ "cnt was _signed 1w May 1975, and the add~ 1onél protocels

on 8 :ebruary 197?, both by Mr Ygal Allon in Brussels.
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’Tge trade provirions ére'qdite si“p’y umnariseﬁ I?rael now hns,’for an
unlimited period, frye access to the Community mark et for. all inurerinl
DI roducts 3, With only a 11m1ted number of restrictions on some se:sitive
SOOda whzch are for a strictly llmlted period. Over 05 % of your agri- _ | ';f

cul urnl exnorts to the EEC now engoy tariff concessions; and over two

thirds of the products covered by the new dgreenent have had their
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tarlffs cut ty half or more. For its part, Israe] has to eliminate

Lt

imrport duties for industrial sgoods from the EEC; bu?rthis prccess is zuch

_slower, ah d there are Speblal arrangements fo: protvutln young industries.

As’to‘fhe cooperation 5rOvisions, fir“t the financial protocoi allows
’or a certain supoort from the EIB. Acco“dlng to my information the EI
'iwxll ccnduct 1tovloan act‘v1tj in such a manner as to foster b‘al’ and .
‘médium sized enterprlses. We hope that in this »ay & special cont*lbutlo“

may be made towards 1ndustr1allsatlon.

The'economic cooperation ehvisaged is poteitially the most important cf
211, ésp%ciélly industfial and tech oloclcal and in agr*cul re, env1*o£-—
’mcn* and 1nf“as°ructure;‘mhe agreement is a ‘ramework w} 1ch must be f11 ed‘
in by actions. And it is bere that we depe d on our_partners. In this

Cqse, I have no fear at a11 that Israel will show itself short of ideas.

“hnd clearly, the rdle of the privgte sectof in this process will be vital.

.

. . - : . . '

The b*oad opect*um approarh the contractual nature of our llnxs, and th
'eleuent o! f1nancia1 support brought the agreement in line wlth the t*ade

and cco;erut*on ag*eeﬁvnto made with other countrzes of the area. I must

e“pn&sl-e Dguln that our approach is rtrictly reglonal. For we belicve
that one of the boct WEYS We ‘can cont rlbute .to the peace and Stubility
of the area is''®d he1p$ ng 1n tke hube task of its development on a regional

bacis. Hence it 13 ‘that our p011CJ 1n uhiq region has elways develorped on

a oasxc of bulanced and non-di cr;m;natory relations between thc’vario“~

;‘countrleﬁ while taxlng acuoun y ¢f course, of the *e\el of dev»*o':ent &nd

of the po sibili ities of each country; . , ST

~
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mission of Zuropean importers to visit Israel towa*mu the end of this

ic
the activity of our "Marriage Bureau' set up to facilitate contacts and

How will this new typé'of cooperation we are trying to build really furnc-
tien? The idea is that we should discuss together what to do at least
once a year in a joint cooperation council. The first such meeting will
te in next autumn. And there is no doubt that we will have plenty'of
work to do. We have no public finance to subsidise this kind cf cobpera-
tion: for it is essentially up to the operators to identify areas where

é greatér effort couldvusefully be made and suggest means to carry this

. oute

The new protocols provide us with the encouragement needed to make our

cooperation far more significent than hitherto. But it is up to the
Council to write this new chapter in our rélations. The Community‘s pre-
sence at Tel Aviv Fair serVes‘to~eiphasize'what great importance we.
attach to this new chapteri For we hope to be &ble’tq contribute not
only to the eccnonic developmené of your wonderful country, bﬁt also

to the peace of the whole region.

But I would notiliké to end without polntlng b*lefly to what we have

alre“dj been able to achleve tozether in the franewo‘x of this agreement

- -

and chow how, despite difficulties, ourfrelations are taking coacrete

[

shape through action. - L

[

1 scientifics cooyeratlon. sympoula between Israeli and Eurorean scien-

ists have already been organised beth in Israel and in Europe. During
the course of this year anotgcr symposium is planned, probably at Isprd,'
on :dl:r’energy; Experts’frcﬁjboth sides are morecver presently ex&mlning
a rumber of scient ific research;projects in different fields which could

lead to joint action between Israel and the Community.

As for industrial cooperation and trade promotion, we are setting up a

year as well as missions of Israeli industrialists tp»Eurone. In addit

Joint ventures between European small and medium enterprises, hdc been ex-—

tencded to Isruel so that we can help'Israeli firms find interested ;art-

ners in the Com:uni Ve
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In the agricultural s here, we should algo by the end of thig yesar YLe
acle to define areas and measures for fruitful cooperation.
The Zuropezn Parl ament has set up special relations with the Xnessei. An
Israeli par lieﬂcntary delevatlon hat already beeh to the seat of the
Zuropean Parliament in Luxemburg and a v101t of menbers of the Zurcpean’
rl*adent to Israel should take. place towards the end of th_b yedre -

\
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the opening - probably by the end of this year - of a Couu' ssion permunent.
delegation in Israel. This will enable us to have a ccrreapc 1dant on the

spot well ver sed in the problemo re¢ated tn tLe»agreementa

I would like to finish by touching on one of the problems worrying
rmost at the moment - the enlargement of the Ce ﬂublty. Comzmunity membership

4 Stain; Greece and Portugal will certainlv strengthen the wcrid réle of

&
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the Co.munl.y in the Medlter“anean area but also in Africa and Latin
Amers ca. “nla"gcment wﬂll indeed invelve greater cohe ior, and cooperation
beyueen ‘the ncw member’ ututeu in all problems of forcipgn policy. Bucw

~clearly it is in the Mediterranean drea that the e¢ffects of enlargenent

- -

Lwill te most marked becagse;of its repercussions on the share of tﬁe
Cqﬁmﬁnity';'market enjoyed by those Hediterraneén‘countries linked to th
‘Community by cooperatidh ag?eements. The Community will therefore have to
sxanine with these countries the ne ﬁre and,scopé of these reperczssicns‘

‘énd then ide ntify wbut fieasures w 111 be equ'"ed in'order to seek with
trhecse co"ﬁtrie; a new. oaldncq helpful to Lhe purnu¢~ of *“e‘r ds'elOtme;t.
It is clear that th*s will alSO be “the case WLth Israel. I t*;i’ that

our future work togethcr wlll’enable us to solve, to our mttual-satis-.

faction, the problems that may be identified between now and thez,
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