SPEECH BY VICE-PRESIDENT ,
oacmz,sgnou-’-;'seaevs, 15 June 1978, .
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This year we celebrate the 25th armiversary of the ooopera.tion
between the International Labour ’(h'ganisat:lon and the European
Communities. This cooperation has been very fruitful in the past
and I am convinoed the future of it looks good. Certainly, I |
realise our organisa.tione have their difﬁcultiea, tut we ‘should 5
bear in mind intemational cooperation i.s and has always 'been |
difficult. We have "bo ﬁght for it.. If we give m, we put the
future of the world at stake, The world is beooning muer end
smaller and the problems countries are confronted with are -_-

more and more~ internationalised. o - a

It is & long time ago peace and aecnrity, and trade were the
only matters dea.lt with in an international framework. Nowadays I
can hardly think of a matter which ..ha,g not an mtgmtinnal l
dimension and need a solution on an international level. Fot in

the least social problems.

Too often we have to be satisfied with small steps, compromisess

o o
tut even sad compromises are better than nothing. We all insperson
e 3

have to make sacrifiées to sucoeed. All of us. And we shouid be
‘g'ra.tef‘ul t0 people hke Albert Thomas, who contri.buted 80 much 7
to the work. of the I. L.O. in the pas’c. ' 4 )
Today :ln diffioult ciroumstances ur._ Bla.nchaxﬂ is continuing his
work in an:admiré.ble way. I want to pay tribute to him as ,\'ren...

VREDELING TO THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR '
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T am glad Mr. Blanchard and' I were able to reaffirm the ‘necessity

’a.nd mporta.noe of our cooperation by way of an exo&a'xge of letters,
Moreover, we agreed to concentrate our eff’orta on a couple of ;ub"je&ta‘
for reasoﬁs of effz.on.ency and effec‘!;i\reness. In particular I want

to ment:.on the ooopera.txon for the preparation of the Third mropean

Regional Conforenoe of the I.L.0. in 1979, which has on its ugomda ]

o Youth and Employment and the Safety and Security on the uorkingplaoe.

‘ _On both sub;jeots the Commum.ty is developing its polioy; I hopo the
”cou.ncil of Mimstere will adopt the Conmission's propoula in those
| f:.elds ‘by the end of this-month. In relation with tho moco—cads.z *
” _ | fvaooident the Commssxon prOposed to the Counoil of uinisters 'tha.t

wMemb;r Sta.tes should rat:.fy Convention No. 147 of the I. L.O. con- .

cerning minimum norms on marchand vessels in a harmonised way.

The effectiveness of your Convention will be greatly onha.noad.

Alrﬁ».noth’of“é;zo;jeotv of joix_nt interest is that of the industrial relations

and the pariicipation of workers. Foz;'. the protootion ‘of‘workex"s the

i commiésion considers to propose to the Council of Ministers of ﬂ}o

European Communities the adoption of a directive on the oonsultafion

and informa'tion,. of worker_s‘ in transnational companies, The lénowlodge

of the I.L.0. in this field will cortainly be used in the preparation

of the propooa.l for a direotive, whioh a8 you may kuow, is a bin@iiag ?

instrument within the Community framework.

In the field of social security our long standing cooperation could
be geared to the development of a healfh card., I want this idea to be
developed so fha.t it could lead %o a greater freodon of the 'peoplew

to move across their frontiers,
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The social objectives of our organisations are very similar. No

automatism garantees the realisation of our dbjecgfves ¢ economic
expansion, the fight against unemployment, and social justice.“ Tk

S
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We have to put this in its international context. The unacceptable
high rates of unemployment - we have nowadays - form an international
plague; for which international solutions should be found. In this
context I want to.make it cristal clear :.protectionism is not a
gsolution. The European Community is’stfongly committed to the
maintenance and eiféngion of the World's open;trading system. We
recognize th;% it has been the basis of our post-war prosperity, and
it will be the basis of future growth and prosperity for us all.

‘The Community accepts the inevitable shift of some industries to
“countries in development, Thié implies a change in trading patterns
exports of capital goods and knoﬁ—how from the Community and imp&rts

of finished goods,

In order to develop a policy of adjustment the Community is forced

to develop its growth possililities in a selective way. The European

Council will disouss the growth sectors and with the social partners - .f“

)
iy

~ We are discussing the significance of the tertiary sector for the

employment.‘ : ' Ja{

Ad justment, inevitable as it may be, takes time and causes social *#
difficulties, Our actions should ensure that the run down of the
steel, shipbuilding, textiles and shoe industries is done in a

way which permits social adjustment and retraining.




Since unemployment is high and persistent in the EMropean
~ I

%

Community, the sharing of work over more people, who want A

to work, is in study within Community as an interim-measure

<5

to a more satisfactory employment-gituation.

All these problems, which need close consultation between
social partners and governments, shall be dealt with on the
Tripartite Conference, which will take place the end of the

year.

As I said adjustment is socially very often a painful operation.

This could hamper the development of our relations with othefl J
countries, For reasons of social justice one should avoid to‘*{f

give aid or preferential treatment to countries which donot

respect certain fundamental international norms concerning working

conditions, It is necessary that an understanding on those'faiff

labour standards should be reached-oﬁlan international level, The
- gcheme should favor social development in the countriés cohcernéd
and equality between them with respect to access to our Market.

I have to stress the scheme doesnot cover the access itself, but

only relates to the granting of preferential treatment and éid}

The Commission taking also into account the existing conventions

of the I.L.0., will very soon present a communication on Fair

Labour Standards to the Council of Ministers, in order that this

matter could,in due time, also be tbeafed in the negotiatiohs"
for a new LOME-Conventicn. I am certain we will get ithe necessary

support from the social pariners.
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Moreover the Commission is of the opinion that éid to'investors
in countries in development should be condifioneéﬁﬁThe compaﬁigg ‘
enjoying aid, should perform according to norms of good behav;;;r:cik
This also is a matter familiar féythe I.L.0., which could, amongst
others, be worked out in the LOME-Convention. I hope a fruitful
cooperation between our. organisations in those vital problems

will lead to & sﬁécess.

Conclusion . .

The Commissi&nvhas never doubted the principles which lead to the
creation of the I.L.0O, The I.L.0O. and its tripartite structufe,
inspired us in our thinking, as I showd you. I am certain the
contribuiion of the European Communities to your work, could be
mors successful when the European Communities would act, even more

than it dc¢ss at the moment, as an entity.

In a relative short period I covered a lot of subjects. I think
this is due to my feeling we should push hard when progress is
gslow. B all fairness I must admit however, the step we did this

year was & solid one.
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