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The Foreign Minisfter's report to the Buronean Tzrliamens

3n the Danish Presidency, 14.6.1978

-

&am pleased

-
%]
a short report on ths proceedings of the Council and on political

co=operation during the last six months, in which I have krad the

privilegz of holding the Presidency. I a2m not going tc give you
' jo

complete run-down of every last decision, great and smell, The
grea covarsed oy our work 1s far %00 extensivzs znd fthe de

-

ol
numerous, Let me instead pick ocut 2 few salisn®t points and lst
perhaps somewhat uncenvsanvionally - begin with twe disagpo

In spite of strenuocus atitempt

s
not become a reality. This subject is to be discussed in Pzrliam
I

this afternoon and shall not go into the maiter any furthsr no

In the energy sector 2lso the Community still sesms %o be 2

long way from a2 common energy policy. The Presidsncy has Trisd
hard to obtain results in this area, which is of prime importanc

the Community's future, and I think {that the lack of progress is

extremely worrying.

3

, The fisheries policy has stil
=]
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o have this opportunity today of giving Parlizmant
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Among thn areas ln Wh.ch resulis nav= bee n achisved, I think
i% worth mentlon1n5 that in spite of a cartlﬂul=*ly difficult
beginning we hawve succeedsd in setiting new farm prices which will

h

nelp %o resduce the rate of inflation and will thereby have 2 positive
affect on the economic situation in the Community.

As I told the meeting here in the European Parliament on
18 Jamuary 1978, the main task is to reverse the unsatisfactory
economic and social trend in the Community. Although this is a
long-tarm process, I venturs o say that the common stratezy
formulatad 2t the ZTuropean Council mesting in Copenhagsn.on 7 and
§ April 1978, of which I gzve an account %¢ this Eouse on
12 April 1978, is =2 step in the right dirsciion.

-

orisl account ¢of the follow=up in the

»

I shall just givs
Council %o the main points of the common strateg

The Council of Zconomic and Finance Minisfters nas discusssd
econcmic pclicy with 2 visw to achieving a higher rafe o

growth. These discussions will conftinue &t the Council meeting cn
19 June 1978, when it is aimed to define the requirements and room
for manceuvrs with regard to each country's economic policy as

\)

(

well as to maks recommendations for co=ordinating future arrangsments
in sach YMember Stzte with 2 view fo za2chisving the nscessary sconcmic

growth within the Commuxni<y.
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At its meeting iz ilay the Council of Zconomics and Finance

‘Ministers rezched agreement on 2 commen position regarding the

o
nbroadér szograzhical arez if the foundations are to Tte lzid Zor
- pigher ecoromic growth, It is my Q

Commission's proposal on invastment and torrowing in the Community,

the so=czllad Ortoli facility. As Parliazment is doubtless awars,

this gquestion will be the subject of a2 consuliation tetween the Coumcil
and Parlizment on 19 June 1978,
loan facility can then ve adopted gquickly %o help achieve a hizgher

The Presidency hopes that the nev
level of investment in the Communidty.

Develorments on the monmetary markets have clearly demonstrated

®
ot

3 - = ey . e Y 3 T S Y - o dulm -, ~ -
the need for greater stzability toth within e Community and

ol decisions cazn De
takan later in %the summer with a view %o extending z
7

overation, zznd that the Council o

T Zco
will be z2ble t0 pave the way 2t 1is meeting in June.

In Jaxuary 1978 the Danish Govermment asked the Co
down guidelines concerming the types of sectorzl 2id which were
compatiole with the common markst, The Coumcil discussed this guession
at its meeting on 6 June on the basis of <he Commission statement znd
the memorazndum which the Germarn Govermmert presented 2t the Council
meeting on 2 ilzy. The discussion formed vaxrs of 2z broader

consideration of the structurzl zrobvlems of izndustry with 2 wvisw S0
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reaching cornclusions in preparaticn for the meeting of %
Council in Bremen on § and 7 July.

representatives of the CGerman Govermment have assursd me that tkhey

c
am-pleased to report that

-t

intend %o continue the positive line tzken by the Danish FPresidsncy

in this arez.

In the steel sector agreements were rsached with the EITA
countries, Japan, South Africa, Spain, Porftugzal, South Xoresz,
sustraliz, Hungary and Czechoslavakia on price and quantity comstraints
for the export of steel to the Commuxnity.

Fith 2 view %o ensuring that the s
remain compesitive, agreement was rsached
‘arrangements 0 ensurs that the shipbuilding industry can continue o
turchase sheel at world markst prices,

I expect that structurzl problems in the steel industry =nd the
shipouildizg izdustry 10 be discussed at {the Council meeting oz
27 June 1978, :

|

I hove thzt the discussions on the common strztezy will coniribute
t0 genuine progress at the Zuropean Council meeting om & and
s is rarticularly important in the case

gconomic and mconetary questions, In this conmnsction it is aizhly

il meeting, zamely on 18 axnd 1
timetable means that fthe European Council meet
concernsed with the possibilities for concrete decisions for the

ing will not only be
benefit of the Community, but with the extent to which the Commmumnity

can contritute TO measures orn a broader intermationzl vasis intended
to achieve more saitisfactory economic develozment,

- ooc/noc
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This attitude, on which there is unanimity among the
Community countries and. which is bound to.maks a
constructive contribution to the favourzble develorment
of the world sccnomy, will increzse fthe chances of
other major industrialized ccunitriss at the econcmic
summit giving assurances on measures aiming at the

same goal.,

The Community's negotizations with Greece on
enlargement have occupied & prominent place since thas
teginning of the Danish Presidency, and significant
resulis have been obtained during this pericd, I should
like particularly to cite the sectors concerming customs
union, capital movements, the Community's extermal
relations, the Coal and Steel Community and Zuratom.

In Hay fthe Commission surmitied iis commmurication

s
on. Portugal's apvlication for membership, in response

>
to which the Council meeting on 6 June dslivered 2
favourable opinion, It is expected that negotiztions

with Portugzal will begin in the autum.

The Commissicn's opinion on Spzain's application for
membership is awaited and should be forthcoming befors
end of the year,

The Commission has subtmitfted 2 report, rejoicing in
the title of "fresco", which reviews all the general
issues relating to the enlargement of the Community. It
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+ does, however, give the Council the opportuniiy

to compare the relevant problems and zssess the

" consequences of enlargement for the Zuropean C

_The third meeting of the ACP-ZEC Council of

Ministers took place on 13 and 14 Harch, The meeting
was cnaracterized by the will for comstructive
co=operation, which is one of fthe cutsfanding features
of the type of co=operaticn set up vetween the nire
Community countries and the 53 developing countries

under the Lemé Convention. The inaugursl session of
h egotiations for a new Convention is schedulsd

4 July and the Community has already tegunm %o

.

o
prepare the common Community attitude fo e presenfed
&% the opening of the negotiaticms. I zm in no doubsd
that the co=operztion established undsr the Lomé
Convention constitutes one of fthe Commuxnity's major
day=to=day tasks and I em convinced thaf amongst To
the Community countries zmd the participant developing
countriss there is a2 common pesitive will o develodn
existing co=operation while remaining true %to its
underlying principles,

Iastly, I should like to remind you that on
3 April 1978 2 non=preferentizl agreement was signed
between the Communilty and China, The Agreement entersd
into force on 1 June and is o remein in Iorce for
5 years, As I see 1%, this Agreement will contribute
to an increase in trade between Chinz znd the Community
‘countries,

oS



In Zuropean Political Co-operztion the Nine's effor%ts hzve
been directed essentially to East-¥est relaitions in ths broad
sense of the térm, to Africa and to the consequences of the
enlargement of the Community. These are zreas whose direct

nonstheless discussed a2 numbe
Exzmples are the Middle Zast, whers the Nine have maintained

importance for Europe requires no further explanaticn. The Nine
r of other important teopics.

their common attitude towerds the garties in the conflict,

UN questions, where thes Nine have continusd to play an active
and dynamic role, and also questiocns concerning human righis,
which have sifacted politiczl co-operation in several areas over
the last six months,

. - . | . - Cn L
The finzl stzge of the Belzrzcde conference, with fthe

ocument and the fixdng
¢f the time and venue of the next follow-up meeting, took place
during the Danish Presidency. he final document was shert and
factual, This was perhaps not antirely satisfactory for the
Nine, but on the other hand we were quite clear that 1f i{ was
not possivle to reack agreesment on 2 substantial, balanced zand
forward-looking document, then the confarence should close with
a factual document, Nor should it be forgottan that the final
document ccontains a2 confirmation of the provisions of the
Helsinki finzl act as well as laying dowm the time and »
for a naw follow-up meeting - Madrid in 1980,

oco/oc.



Following the UN Specizl Session ¢n disarmament, ths
Nine held comprehensive talks on %this matter. Despite the
security-related differences between the individual EEC countries

‘on disarmament policy, 2 large measure of common approach £

the Special Session on disarmament was successfully ma;nta;ned.
This was sxpressed in a lengthy speech, given on behalf of %he
Nine by Minister Lise fFstergaard, This is the first time that
the Nine have made 2 common staftement on diszrmament. a2t the TN,

As regards Africa, the Nine have in the past sixz monihs
further co-ordinated their position znd consolidated their
agreemert on & number of topics, These includs Zimbabws, where

l)

it is still our opinion that the Zritish-imercian plan is ihe

i

most likely to contribute To an intermationzlly acceptabls and
peaceful solution., In Namibia it is our hope that the efforts

£ the five Westerm members of the Security Council to obitain
Namibiz's independence by the end of 1978 will succesd, mu.uh._,
it is our opinion that 2 g=znuine African solution should be
foeund in the Horm of Africa and we wholesheartedly supvort ths

-

QAU's attem ts to oring about 2 negotiated settlement. Finzlly,
during the period which has just ended, the Nine investigzted
the possibility of applying economic _nd non-economic measurss
to South Africa in order to bring zbout changes in the appalli
apartheid system. Thsese considsrziicns should be seen as an

-

extensicn of thas code of conduct alrsady acopted oy the Nins,

wee/ene



/ Incidentally, I shall have the possibility later this
morning t¢ discuss this ftopic in c--ate* detail when thse
Parliament debates political conditions in Africa._7

I should liks %o conclude this speech oy meniticning the
progress which has been achieved in a matfter which we 211 have a2t
heart: the holding of direct elections.

I zm able to inform you that since the election dates were
laid down at% the meeting of the Zuropean Council in April <he

act on direct elsections cen be expected to snfter infto force =s

the Daznish Presidency cleses so that fthe Dar71amenu can deliver

2rn Opinion on the election date in July znd the Council can then
ke

confirm the dates 1lsid dowm.

In the last six months I have endeavoured to take inlo
account that co=operation between the Council znd fthe
Parlizment should reflect the Parlizment's new position ziter
the introduction of direct electicns. It has Desn z pleasure
for me %o contribute Vo sffective co=operation vetween our
Institutions znd I should like fto teks this opportumity to
express my thanks for the readiness to co—operzts constructively
Parlizment.
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which I constantly encounters






