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My opening remarks, Mr President, are to you,

~

It is my great plegsuié on-behaif_of’the Commission to welcorsz
you to your high ‘office, the highest office which it is

within the powers of your fellow Members to bestow. 1 offer
. you my congfatulations; I offer you the wérm and full-hearted
hcooperation of the Commission in the pursuit of our common
objectives; and on a more persbnal level, I.welcome you to

one of the Commun1ty s smallest clubs ~ the union ofv
Presidents, and look forward to working Wlth you in the same
spirit of close friendship as 1 haye been able to undertake

with your distihﬁuishédnptgdecgsso}; Yours is a great and -
hiﬂtorié fésk: to prqside,over, to éuide, perhaps occasidnazlyv
gvon 0 éhide.a new Parliament, the product of the first
international elections in history. And this week the

European Parliament, democraticaily,e}ected by over 100 million
citizens of Europe, comes of age. It comes of age, moreover, at
‘a crucial time for ﬁhe Community, both its institutions and its
citizens, While it is fitting that we should celebrate what we
llave achieved today; it is right too that we should recognise
that to sustain'thé impetus of the European ideal, to withstand
the deep-seated probléms which now confront us,‘we - whether
Parl;arent5 Commission or Council - shall need all our

combined strength and inherent unxty.

‘ The first task before this House, collectively

and individually, is to carry to the pecople of Europe those

issues which are of concern and of importance to all within
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the Community., Your concern and your opportunity is to
ensure that Community issues,;not the narrow lines of
national politics, dominate the discussion. It is an
opportunity-to_demonst;ate’to millions of our citizens thgt‘
their votes really‘mattered gndf;o,convince those who |
abstained - my own‘country’éomfortaﬁly carried off’the
wooden spoon of d1scred1t in thls respect - that the
Community and its Parllament are living organs of concern
for the issues which touch closely on their daily lives.

To achieve this, it will be necessary for this House to

engége itselfudirectly with the major problems-which confront

the Community and its Member States,

I do not hide from this House my view that we stand
on the threshold of a Sbhbre decade. Our difficulties were
great enough a year ago. The prospects for sustained growth
and employment were at best uncertain, Now the resurgence of
the .energy cr1s1s, predictable in substance if not in time,
has made us palnfully aware of the msst important constraint on
the future of our economy, We have sustained a major transfer'
of real resources, of real income;_away from us as a résult of the
recent oil ﬁrice increases. That is something which we cannot
just pretend hés SOt happened. in thesg circumstances we cannot
do other than,on Cdnstént policies, predictllower growth,
higher inflation and more unemployment, That is a reason,
not for supineness, - but for the urgent evolution of

and then

new policies to mitigate /over as short a perzod as

possible, to overcome our present vicissitudes. I will

/return to these
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return to these matters tomorrow. But yhat is absolutely clear

is that the ability of the Commhnity to survive and to prosper

~dcpcnds on our Jo1nt determination to preserve what we have

already achieved, to build on those ach1evements and above

all to keep a'vis;on and commitment to make progress towards
greater European unity, That vision - a constant reaffirmatigm
of our will to move forward - matters far more than rather ste.ii:
about the exact form of political'organisation at which we shall
ultimately arrive,. It will not tn my view be something whick

can be found in the’traditionatffext-books of political sciencsa,

‘('

R )
We cannot simply look 1t n“ wae' 1 model labelled federal oy

»

confederal, It w111 have .an unxque character of its own

arising out ofea balance between our need for unity on major issues

- and our strong and even. d1sparate national tradxtlons. But of

one thing I am absolutely certain: there is a much greater dangoy
of advancing too slowly rathér»than too fastm

This House has an essential role to play in this
Tvrzees, Tf course, the rvelaticmenips hetvtueen vhe Jifferant
institutions of the Community are complex ana createa 1n a spirit OT palance.
of -betemree. No one institution is dependent onn anéther: each
has its prerdgatives; each has its duties; each has its
ohlirations. Within that balance, it is the concern and duty
of ti _ommissicn to act as the motor of the Community, to
initiate policy and also to undertake the management and execution
vy existing policies, We should not only defend the frontiers of
Community competence, but also, with a sense both of adventure and
of realism endeavour to push them forward where a practical and
relevant case can be establi;hed. - Having said that, however, it

/is clear that



is clear that thi$ Parliament, résting as it does on a wide
popular suppdrt and commanding a new democratic authority,
represents an important’evolution for the Community. If is
right that it should exercise to the fullest possible b
ex'ent its powers to question and to subject to criticism

the way in which the Commiss1on exercises its powers ang tne way 1n which the

Council of M1n1sters reaches op does not reach 1ts dec1s10ns.

We neea the spur of constructlve

advice and imagination ana/;e w111 welcome all your efforts

in that d1rect10n.(,¢lt is rlght too that the Parliament, as a
major partner witg\the Comm1551on and the Council in the
formulation ogrthe;Communlty 's budget, should assert itself

" in the developmeﬁt of the financial muscle which underlies
Community policies. This is an area of potentially great
significance.for.the iﬁternal development of the Community where
this House will have an essential influence. Equally, it

is right that the Parliament should aim | ~
to broaden ) ~ the basis of popular

support for the Community's institutions and create a greater sense

of involvement in policies.

Against'thaf background the Commission regards it as an
obligation and priority to ao all within its power to create
and to sustain a positive and creative relationship with
this House. First, I and my colleagues will make ourselves
available to the fullest possible extent to the Parliament
and to its committees. We hope to have early discussions
about ways and means of securing the Commission's maximum
participation in and assistance at your deliberations.

/Second, we believe



Second, we believe that it is important from the outset

that there should be the opportunity for wider and o
earlier discussion of major proposals which we take to the
Council, Here it.séems'to“usvessential that there should
-be a greater understanding of important issues at a |

. Community level "and ke wouid be‘ﬁilling to prepare, where
approptiate, discussipn documents as‘a basi; for |
Parliaﬁcntary debate of broad policy issues in acvance of
formulating proposals for the Courncil., Third, the Commiss .uw
will take‘thé lead in seeking to improve the processes of
consultation between the three institutions. We are
currently studying how:to improve the conciliation broéeduz;,

which resulted from an earlier Commission initiative,
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