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PRESS STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT JENKINS IN NEW DELHI, 3 MAY 1980

W — -

1t was always my intention , as president of the european commissio &i
to pay an official visit to india during my term of office, 1 thirk gwu
the timirg has turmed out to be in many ways a useful one in reLatioE?l
to the three main areas of discussion which formed both the purposel’“
and the content of my visit, these weret
bileteral eec~india relations
- wider north-SOuth question
« gereral potitical questions relating to south asia,
as you krow, -1 met-president reddy, the prime minister, the foreign Ti
minister, the minister of commerce and a number of their cotteagues.gZ“
i also called the speaker of Lok sabha and met a number of members gﬂ;
of the house,
my talk with the prime minister covered alLl three areas, but particuiﬁ
regional political question and north/south reLations, on the former,?
i explained the initiative of the nine governments of the community Ea
countries for a possible guaranteed return by afghanistan to its Egi

traditional position as a natural and nore-alligned state,
this proposal was made in february and reaffirmed at the european
council in Luxembourg five days ago, , E:;

1 discussed the north /south dialogue and the related question of g%
1
3

the report of the brandt commission with both the prime mirister
and the foreign minister, we exchangedviews views on the prospects :

for the special sessionrn of the urited rnatiors general assembly, g>§
the euroopean commurity attaches great importance to an effective g?g

relaurnchirg of the north/south dialogue, as do the major 1ndustriL1zd,
countrieg as a whole, 1 believe that the western ecoromic summit
in venice from 22 to 23 june- which brings together the european gy
commurity, four of its member states, the united states, canada QE
and faoane will oav verv substantial attention to north/south issues.s

e
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this reconcentration of international minds is quite right, and is it1
any case made necessary by the timetable of the special session {iﬁ
of the un. there are, however , two particular poirts which must = [ii
make us concentrate even more seriously both on the substance } P
and the form of the dialogue, T
first: as 1 explained in my speech Last evening to the indian councii .
of world affairs, we face the threat of a crisis in the ;?z
intermnational economic and financial ststem, =
the effects of the 1979 rises ir oil prices on the |
economies of the industrial countries has been damaging S
but or the poor courtries it has been crushing, unless we find some i‘
of recycling the funds irnvolved and increasirg investment particulary
outside the inrdustrial world, 1 fear we risk the collapse of the ;;

present’ structure, .

second: recognitiorn of the problem is only the first step towards ;
asolution , but an important one, the most impressive feature of tréf?’
brandt commission report was perhaps its comprehensive ’“*ﬁ
nature , and its recogrnition of the interconnection of the problems, ;
we must find an effective way of the following it up, ard in parti- )
cutar the need for a more equitable and effective wortld economic é%

system, -
.

1 concluded my talks this morning with a round of discussionrs

-on bilateral question with the minister of commerce, during which
we reviewed in particular the prospects for the new

commercial and ecoromic co- operation agreement, the courcil of
ministers of the europear community adopted negotiating directives
on 22 sprit, snd we expect to open negotiations within'ufmonth,. :
this 1 am confident will be repaid and successful, o
we in the community attach great political as well as economic ¥
importance to the new agreement and the wider opportunities it opers;
up. it recogniseds india’ s increasingly successful efforts to create :
a broad irdustrial base, and her status as a major economic partner ’ P
of the community on a basis of t equality., the commission interds,
after conclusion of the agreement, to open a delegation office ir rew

&m )

. Ly
«

N

A A A T

o

delhi, and 1 believe this prospect is welcomed by the indian
goverrment, i1 have no doubt this will greatly benefit our
work and understarnding,

1 hope my visit may bhave made some contributiorn irn that directiorn,

i have certainly found my talks durirg the Last two days most
rewardina. 1 am verv arateful for the way in which i have been
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a Littite more of this country during the remainder of my stay, Eﬁ
1 _mjg
f?i

in answer to questions on afghanistan, mr, jenkins exptained the i
[

‘difference between neutratisation ( which tmptied a status 1mposed

from out side and was not the intentior of the nine) .
and neutrality and nor-atlignment-after soviet withdrawl, with agreem
not to draw afghanistan irnto arother orbit ard where no out side Eﬁ
power attempted to exercise undue inflLuence, mr, jerkins believed nm§
there had earlier beer some misurderstandirg about the proposal of ?:ﬁ
nine, he thought mrs, gandhi had beer intrested in his explLanation am
P
saw the distinctior, he added that the proposal remainred or the table;
the nire.would push 1t forward when the time appeared rignht, .
the president was asked about the investment protection clause inr
the new agreement, he did not belive there would be difficulty
in negotiatirg this points the questiorn was more whether after
signature , corditions of confidence would exist for the desired |
investment, he elaborated on the point about recycling ( covered akyéi
in his speech to the irdian courcil of world affairs on 2nd may), L
stressing his wish to see the opec countries sharing in T
increased irvestment, :
particularly in devolopirg courtries, for this, however, a good 1nve¢
ment climate was required,

mr, jenkins defended the community against accusations of P

ptotectionism ., we has++hadm good record, but problems inevitably -
arose when whole industries and regions were threatened by sudden
inceases in imports,

the community would however keep in mind the 1nterest of the poorer
non- nic countries,






