OPENING tSTATEMENT BY MR HILHELH HAFERKAMP
VICE- PRESXDENT OF THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COHHUNITIES
IN CHARQE OF EXTERNAL RELATIONS

ON THE OCCASION OF THE EC/ASEAN MINISTERIAL MEETING

IN DUBEIN; 15-16 NOVEMBER 1984
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Mr Prime Minister, o % o

f t\Hr'vtstc‘r-,s,:i o o

It is a privilrgg for_mi,to attend the Sth sesaion of the

'EEC-ASGAN Ministeriasl meeting. When we held the first

EEC~ASEAN meeting in Brussels in 1978, nobody could have
predicted that this meeting would have become a regular

feature offthe Community relations with ASEAN cagﬂtrinc,

It has to be recatled that this type of meotinq, at sueh a
tevel and with such regular1ty,ax19ts only as far o th!

Community 1s concerned, in fits relations with ASEAN couﬁtriig.
1t did not happen that way by force“of circumstances or force.
aof habit, but because there was a real need for'ﬂSEAN and

the cgmmunity to discuss tho*r relstionship at the high.nt
level. S

The 1984 vintage of aur regular mininceriat meettng lhould be

a particularty good one,

Firat we ere welcoming a new pnrtnqr; Brunei borusaalnm,

which witl cartainty make a fruvtful contributian to the

strengthening of our already well established caoperd&ian. ~\

Secondly, more thﬁn fodr'yehrs hau:fnﬁu'elapsed‘ﬁ*ncé‘thl
signing of our COoperation'Agreemonf in Kuala Lumpur in Mareh
1980, and we are coming close to the end of its first f9v¢

year period.

This period of time hags been charectaﬁf:od for l&t‘ef uc,
both in Europe and in ASEAN countries, by the most serious
economic recession since the 1930s., Growth has gcnr'doun,

unomploymcnt has :oared ‘reaching the Limits of tolerance
and we have had to resist serious 1nflationury and protnctionf:t»
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‘ Looking at this bleak background nobody could have expected
us to have been able to buiLd,Up‘ouhfreLdtions,as strongly

'as we have done. ¢ '

aut the results are there for all to see,

In four years our overaLL trade has increased by 35%,
contributing to the 5 fold increase in trade between the EEC
and ASEAN aver the Last 10 years. There has been a notable
qualitatlve,uhungu,iu the atruutufe vl this trede, The share
of,ASEAN’manufactured‘pradutts has incressed by 36% during
this four year period, reaching Caﬁ of overall ASEAN exports
to the Community when it was only 25X {in 1973, This compares
very favourably with the development of Community imports |
from other devetnping pountries;

This is a r@mquable achievement given the circumstances, and
in face of the pressures to Limit trade. Even in the textile
sector, where these pressures have been very ser1ous ue take

30X of ASEAN's textile and clothing exparts, uh1ch is far
more than any othef industr1aLised;partner. ?
Furthermore,_ue have»miintained and\impravedVaur§GSP scheme
which is the only scheme among donor countries to,include
together tﬁxtiles,kfootﬁear and plywood,products of key

interest to ASEAN.

Very recently we have decided unitateraLLy,to accelerate
Tokyo Round taritf reductions on s range of products of
interest'to,devetbpihg,pountries incLOding ASEAN,

The CQmmun1ty has increased its ass1stance in trade promotion
programmes to onabLn ASEAN countrion to expand thoir export
capacity. In 1983, the Community g total commitment for
trade prcﬁot1on act1v1t1es for ASEAN and its member 60untr1os
amounted to some 2.3 MECU or. 29% of that year's totat trade

promot1on budget.
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In 1984, we have ilready exceeded :h#s‘amouht‘indgthiiﬁia
spite of an overall budget which has net imaressed st oll.
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There are therefere in our trade halﬁtiohi,fachigv(acnta  oo

which cannot be denied,

Let us now turn to our dcvelopmene cooporation' Ouring tho
four years 1980-1983, follou1ng the signature of tha agrltmant,
our total commftments far ASEAN countrie; amountod to 165

R

million ECU. This is aLmast a four-fold increase on. the preceding‘

four year period and represents A signifﬂcnntty faiter rate
of growth than that achieved in our daveLopment cooaeration

With other non~sssociated countries, ‘ ‘ g

Puring the seme pericd, we have also ihtroduied 3 new budget
Line for the implementation of the twelve cooperation agree-
_ments concluded by the cOmmunity. ASEAN has bnon tho major
‘beneficiary rece1v§ng more than a third of the avcrlll budgot.
But the improvement in our cooperation :anncz be measured

only in figures. It has also to be viewed in terms of the
enlargement of itakicope. Let me give you two examplgs.

In the science and tcchnalogy f1etd,whach is s0 1Mport|nt

for ASEAN" countries, we havc Launched 8 cooperation prggraam;
which although! essentuatly focuss1ng on the training of
ASEAN's scientific manpower has also Laid the basis for
joint projects for exampte those recentty prasented by the
ASEAN c°mm1ttee for Sc1ence and Technoiogy. ' -

We have atschontribUted to 2 bettec"awarehes§ 1p European
business c1rc£es of dppcrtanities in ASEAN.‘By-thc organ%satiéh
of seminars, business conferences we have cnntrwbuted to

the increase of European ifnvestment 1n ASGAN countries. lt ﬁa

& slow procesa which cannot produce fram one year to lhbtht?,‘

gramattc changes in the invesilment statiatics. Byt throuyh the
: . Cod R .
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various contacts we have with' European entropreneurs we knau

" that the messags’ hac reached tham. ’ Thoy ‘naw h#ue tao huild

on a growing number of contacts, and make the EEC/ASEAN
Business Council, we have supported right trom the beginninq
a success story.~

In short, our view 6f the evolution of our cooperatian during
the Last four years s that it has achieved solid and

:anqibté results,

1 realise that you may not share entireiy this view of our
achievements but it is not our intentian,to mark the passage
of the first phase of our cooperation with self-congratulation,

Rather we should take this opportunity and in‘the tollow=-up

to the publin minigterial meeting, to s{g&dfustty‘Look towards

the future.

Given the fa1th we hava in oursetves and in the poten:ﬁat
of our two regiens, it is evident that we have onlyﬁs:rntched
the surface of what can be achieved together.,

The first five yesrs of our’Cooperatidnykgreement have been
mainly devoted to trade and deveLopment. ,

In the trade field, the framework has been estabtished, the
results are globatLy satisfactory and we will in the future
continue to ma1nta1n an open market for ‘ASEAN products.

During‘the same period, our devalohment ajd programmes have
been concentrnting essentnatty on rural infrastructure projects
with substantwaL pragress ach1eved. we will maintain these

'programmes as Long and where they are necessary.

But the real chalienge of gur coopéretion for the future

should lead us to cooperate in sectors more compatible with
the recent economic deVetobmint(cf'ASEAN';ountries. |
Pbioritio; should fnclude training, in particulér industrial
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training, which will pave thq way fur c durtbto and dotntr

economic coeperation.
The promotion of investments should be pursuvd‘ﬁn . Lcretr

scale u1th a better interaction betuccn priVJtc and oubtfc |

sector.
Finally, {in the science and technotogy stctor, uhich fs &

field where thcre ig & strong demand for cooperttfgn en tht
ASEAN side, we: feel that we can, through our technotagy and
nxperience contr1bute usefutly to thu devctawunnt af Astkn‘
research and technaLOQy programmes.

Our goat should rot be measured by artifwciat periode of
time = the first 5 years of cooperlt1cn or even the next §
years. After all, we ara responsibte far a rlLataon:hip

which has historical dimensions. The challenge whigh faces

us is to successfully pfbjpct this ihto}thg future,
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