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'rrEkplanatory Memorandum.‘;;:ly; -
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.“ Des1r1ng to prov1de for the need to 1nform consumers about the

t orwg1n of the product wh1ch they may be 1ntend1ng to buy, some member- e

‘states have recently launched 1n1t1at1ves w1th the a1m of regulat1ng

autonomously the 1nd1catwon of the or1g1n of certa1n text1le and

fcloth1ng products. le

' {The{followingjnational'méasUces are‘involyed,igi~"' =

- France 1ntends to apply as from 1st October 1980 the autonomous‘
. fmeasures provaded for: by: decree-n° 79: 750 of 29 August 1979,

i‘ fl”j:publ1shed in the Je 0. of 7 September 19?9, as amended by decree _

|- No 80,281 of 15 Aprwl 1980, publ1shed in the J.0. of 21 Apr1l 1980;

.- The Untted K1ngdom 1s prepar1ng a draft regulat1on, Denmark had
'V;already envwsaged a l1ke regulat1on in 1978 and Italy has 1nd1cated to

' '»cOmmwss1on~off1c1als that ‘x also env1sages a natwonal regulat1on. K

- All the measures referred to- above r1sk to. const1tute, e1ther

in themselves, or by the d1fferences between them,.a barr1er on B

. the free C1rculat1on of goods w1th1n the Commun1ty..,: a»; o

o The Comm1sswon sent a commun1cat1on to the Counc1l on 12 March 1980
f"concern1ng text1le problems assoc1ated w1th the quest1on of or1g1n ) -

mark1ng" (1). In that text the Comm1ss1on 1nd1cated ‘the l1nes of act1on hi
1'yh1ch it. 1ntended to follow, concern1ng notably the problems of orvg1n
;:mark1ng, in- respect of wh1ch 1t 1s of the optn1on that a common solut1on7;7'}~-
Tlshould be sought ih order to respond 1n a concrete manner to the deS1re K

~for the 1nformat1on of the consumer about the or1g1n of products., iff‘;zfnfl‘
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‘fbéince‘theni in-the statement-made to COREPER on the origﬁn

. mark1ng of certawn textwLe and cloth1ng products on 23 July 1980, the

'-Commvssvon has. state its 1ntent1on to seek .a Commun1ty soLut1on which

'takes account of both the concern of certain member-states in the matter .

. of consumer 1nformat10n and the ma1ntenance of the proper funct1on1ng

ofethe Common Market.~‘It has furthermore defined the,follou1ng cr1ter1a—

f0c3compatibiLity with theaprinciptesﬂotuthe freevCircuLatjonfof goods 3.

- no'Obligationion‘afmanufacturer*t0~attach an orfginwmark himself‘in a

pefmanent manner; ' ; o T ‘

"~ ="nho obL1gat1on for an 1nd1cat1on of orwgvn at the time of 1mportat1on,

- obl1gat1on to: 1ndkate origin solely at the point of retail saLe,

-7.suff1c1ent flexibility in the form and manner of 1nd1cat1ng or1g1n to

"enable reta1lers to meet this obL1gat1on eas1Ly ‘themselves; '

- selectwon of products for. wh1ch the -indication of origin, in-the

sense. defwned above, const1tutes a necessary means to obta1n the result.

. sought. IR ",‘, . R .‘- . o

s
i

Takwng into account'me several nat1onat 1n1t1at1ves the Comm1ss1on~
‘now cons1ders it opportune to transmit to the Counc1l a proposal for a- '
d1rect1ve concern1ng the approx1mat1on of member=states Leg1slat1on
-on the 1nd1catwon of or1g1n of certain text1le and cLoth1ng products 1n‘

accordance with the pr1nc1ples set out above.

-

By V1rtue of the provws1ons of the d1rect1ve, the member-states
have to take the necessary steps “for the 1nd1cat1on of origin-of these
products at. the stage of funal consumptwon to be based on the same cr1ter1a

within the Community. - N

g




- of the front1er be1ng crossed..A,s“='

=30 ILI/N478/80-EN

_ "Furthermore they haVe'to'take the'neceSSary steps'so~thatfthe‘i
var1ous commerc1at operat1on operators are 1n a poswt1on to know thelﬂ
orwg1n of the products, whether these are manufactured w1th1n or outs1de
“the- Commun1ty, S0 that at the stage of the offer for sale to the f1naL
conmer the setLer has at h1s d1sposal the compLete and true 1nformat1on.
. However,- the Comm1ss1on has not. thought 1t necessary to 1ncLude, in- 1ts '

proposal for a d1rect1ve the generaL obL1gat10n of the 1nd1cat1on of

‘ or1g1n of these products for atL member-states, but to Leave to the

tatter the cho1ce uhether to- make it compulsory on the basws of thewr own

apprawsal of the need for 1nform1ng the consumer:t,f'bg' y!'
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Furthermore, des1r1ng to ensure the free c1rculat1on of goods,;'

there can Hin no case. be .an obL1gat1on to 1nd1cate the or1g1nat1ng

- member-state, the commerc1aL operator hav1ng the cho1ce among several' -. .

poss1b1L1t1es. In “the same. sense, the system proposed for the 1nd1ca-f-”".

<

twon of or1g1nsetsout to ‘avoid’ any obl1gat1on or controL at the stagef

s
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Proposal for a Coun;1l d1rect1ve on the approx1mat1on of Laws of the Mem-

L, T

_ber States on the 1pd1cat1on of the or1g1n of certa1n text1Le and
’;_ctoth1ng products.

| THE: CouNCIL O/F‘.THE EUROPEAN- COMMUNITIES,

A o B

Havvng regard to the Treaty estabL1sh1ng the . European Econom1c Commun1ty,'
and 1n partwcular Artwcle 100 thereof,

o Hauing regérd‘to'the'probOSal_from the Commission,

T i it s o3 20

f.Having hegard‘toithevOpinbn of. the Eurppeangﬁar&{ament,

" Having regard ‘to the Opnion of the Economic and Social Committee, -

Whereas certawn Member States have made or 1ntend to make provvs1on

‘concern1ng an 1nd1cat1on of the or1g1n of these produrts,

uWhereas these prov1s1ons ‘vary from one- Member State to another, g1v1ng
r1se to obstacles to the funct1on1ng -of. the Common Market, . '

T~ Whereas these obstacles can be avoided if the 1nd1cat10n of or1g1n of

.these products ‘is subject to rules harmonsed at -the level of the
Communwty, '

;vwhereas it is adv1sable to ensure that these ruLes do not bad in any

' way to a restriction of the trade in goods, whereas in consequence 1t”1s
tadv1sabl.e to prov1de for the 1nd1cat10n .of or1g1n only at the’ stage of
;the offer'br sale of the product to, the f1nal consumer,

- i
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whereas 1t is - 1nd1spensable that aLl the member-states take the

. necessary steps so that at. the stage of . the sale to ‘the fwnaL consumer.; o
'wwth1n the Commun1ty th1s 1nd1catwon 1s based on’ the same cr1ter1a,1_*'

’ ~w1thout 1t be1ng necessary to make the 1nd1cat1on of or1g1n obL1gatory.:"

- Whereas the 1nformat10n enabl1ng the or1g1n of these products to be
- determ1ned has to be ava1labte at'alL stages of the 1ndustr1al or Hz AT R

ca 0

CArticle 1. .
The present d1rect1ve has as 1ts object the approx1mat1on of

nat1onal leg1slat1on concern1ng the 1nd1cat1on of ‘the or1g1n of the

7text1le and cloth1ng products set out 1n the Annex.. R ‘;j' R :;ﬂ_k;
S }:_A?t%cLe é;uifff;fch,T_'ntt;ﬂ;f'f-.- BTN
"1..'; : 'The member-states can’ onLy make the 1nd1cat1ve of or1g1n obL1g

gatdry at. the stage of the offer for saLe of the product to- the.i1naL

2. The member-states shaLL prov1de for the opt1on of commerc1aL

Operators aff1x1ng the 1nd1cat1on of or1g1n at a stage of" the 1ndus_'”

. tr1aL or: commerc1al cycLe prior to that of the saLe ‘to the f1naL

:consumer. If that 1s not the case, the commerc1aL operators act1ng .e.f"'

at the stages of the 1ndustr1al or commerc1aL cycte pr1or to that of

tthe saLe to the final consumer shaLL be requ1red to supply in wr1t1ng_'
"t_the 1nformat1on necessary to determ1ne the or1g1n of the product."
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This information is to supplied in accordance with the

prov1swons of Commission regulation (EEC) N° 749/80 (1) of 10 Apr1L
_ 1948, on the determ1natwon of the or1gvn of text1le and clothing
: products and its, amendments, wh1ch was. made in’ 1mpLementat1on of"
Counc1L Regulatwon (CEE) N©° 802/68 (2) of 2? June 1968, concern1ng

_the common def1n1t1on of the concept of the or1g1n of goods.

» The aff1x1ng_of the 1nd1cat1on of or1g1n may aLso be replaced
by such 1nformat1on ‘as u1Ll enabLe or1g1n to be determ1ned, when the .
products are delivered in performance of a government order or an
' order placed by some»other legaL personvgoverned byapobl1cntaw.

l

<

Article 3.. o -

The indication of origin, with which the textile and clothing

products L1sted in the annex ‘are furn1shed or by~wh1ch they are accom—.

5T i gy

i panied, shall be supplied in the folLow1ng manner 3

| o o |

%, - for products origﬁnating‘{n'a member-state of the EEC : by the indi-

4 ~cation "Made in the EEC". “The memberQetetes leave to the commercial

k operators concerned the choice of replacing or completing this indi=-

é ' o cation'oy that of the name of the,origdnoting member~state. ‘

i - | | | J '

§ - for products originating in third countries : by the indication
“Made'in ..." followed by the name of fhe third.country of origin,
determ'ned in accordance with the or1g1n rules provwded for in

. : -  _Art1cLe 2 paragraph 3 above. '

. 2. The member-states Leave to'the-conmercia[ operafors the opfion

{ of expressing the above mentwoned indication in one of the official

"?. - ~ languages of +he Communlty.

5v, ,

(134.0. L 101 of 14/4/1980 . E - |
(2)J.0. L 148 of 23/6/1980 - | - | e

i .
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- an 1nd1catwon shown on the: packag1ng 1f the product is’ 1nd1v1duaLLy
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CArticle 4.
The manner in which or1g1n 1s 1nd1cated may vary accord1ng to'the
Droduct 1n quest1on.f It 1s not’ necessary that the 1nd1cat1on shootd”be

permanent in character,h The member~states shalt Leave to the.

econom1c operators the opt1on of choos1ng among the foLlow1ng methbdaf:”‘;'

.r;
: i

= an 1nd1uat1on shown on the product 1tself or on a LabeL attached

. to. ‘the product’ '"ff”'" S ,'l' R

packed' B o 5,4 s

'Af>an 1nd1catwon d1sptayed w1th the product, or near the product, 1f the
'! product does not tend itself to the attachment of an 1nd1cat.on of the -

id

or1g1n,v

T =.an 1nd1catwon of or1g1n shown in the cataLogues and offers for SaLe

’of ma1t-order housesa

‘<;.  L :7,L' "'Ahtitte[5;a;¢':tri e _‘;h' o

-~

n1,:'« f~ The 1nd1catvons of or1g1n sha{L be dlapLayed in typograph1c_

characterq which are easaLy Leg1bLe and cLearLy v1subte. They shaLL
be clearLy separateo from any other vnd1tatxon or. 1nformat1on wwth the

»f'except1on of trade&marks or° 1rade"names, However 1f the tradeomark

L ﬁ~or tradewnane compr1ees 1n noun, adgert1ve or. root form aﬂy 1nd1catwon s

"wh1rh ‘could’ be confused w1th the 1nd1cat1on of or1g1n, the 1nd1cat1on '

o of tha trade~mark or trade-name shouLd be clearLy qeparateu.

ﬁ;ZB- o Two or several products wh1ch habwtua{Ly form an 1nseparabte

,,un1t may be provwded u!th onty one 1ﬂd1cat10n-of or1q1ng _[
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Articte 6. -

The member=statés,‘whoﬂdq not make the indicatien’of origin
obl{gatopy,shatl take the nécessary stéps 50 that all ipdiCations of
origin uwih whwch the textile and ctoth1ng products set out in the

"annex are furnxshed or by whvch they are accompan1ed are in confor~

m1ty with the prov1s1ons of the present d'arectweo They shall equally
take the steps needed S0 that the prov1s1qns of paragraph 2 of art1cLe;

2 are observed. 1n atl cases°

The memberﬂstates may for reasons concern1ng 1nd1cat1ons of

, or1g1n newther prohwbet nor h1nder the 0ffer1ng for sate of textile

30

:P-A and clothsng products if these satxsfy the provisions- of the present

d1rect1ve,

: The steps taken by v1rtue of th1s d1rect1ve are in no case to

1 be appl1ed 1n a manner to create obstacies to trade.

(N

v

Artigle 7. —
The Member States shall put into effect the measures necessary

in order to conform with the.present»diréctive by sce

.(si;'months from fts adoptioh) and shall fortwith inform the Commission

. thereof.

2.

The Member S$tates shall ensure that the text: of the main provi=
sions of national law which they adopt in'the~f%etd coverad by this

T .~ . i Ve
~directive are communicated to the Commission,

Article 8,

This Directive is addressed to the Member States.

‘_ane a{ BrusSeiS; sesenmevansan

v
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- Chapter 61~ - BRI Ctdthes and cloth1ng accessor1e° e

A ' ?. of text1te fabr1c

- 62»02\w;jT;ii;£wf .fF S '5' .;j;f~f Bed Lanen, tabLe L1nen, t01iet‘

g e taneny office’ and kitchen Linen,.

- R :;‘f'-5“~f€.:? curta1ns,‘ﬂet curta1ns and other P
R . e s furn1sh1ng art1ctes. C
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