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INFORMATION s

Commission proposes medium term electricity policy (1) N 78/74

The Commission huas issued guidelines Tor a Community electricity policy. i communi-~
cation and 2 prowosal for a resolution on this subject will be transmitted fo the
Council, ' '

The proposed electricity policy gives practical expression in the electricity sector
for the goals defined in the global cbjectives of the new energy policy strategy of
the Commission,

Its aim is to ensure that electricity makes the maximum possible éontfiﬁﬁtionnto
the economy and sccurity of the Community's energy supplies during the 1980's. %
should be possible to produce 2400 TWh(2) by 1985 (1973  about 1000 TWh).

To meet the proposed goals there is neo aliernative to the utilisation of nuclcar
energy and this can only reach the consumer in large quontities by 1985 by mezns
of electricity. ~ major increase in the proportion of gleciricity proedueiion frowo
nuclear sources from a current 7 % to some 45 % in 1985 is neceded and the increasu
in clectricity demand must be carefully matched to the development of the nucl
generating capacity. Petrol and zas will be discouraged for clectricity generziicn,
The contribution of electricity to the total energy demand should increase frou

25 % (1973) to 35 % in 1985 and more than 50 7% in the yeor 2000. ~

The increase in the nuclear energy gencrating capacity within the Community should
be implemented so that environmenial czspects are respccted. o

A major progremmc of nuclear based electricity production leaves room for using
solid fuels. Hard coal has an impcrtant part to play in eclectricity generation
provided that mcosures are taken te cnsure the long-term stability of coal supplics
at economic priccs, :

The proposed policy means considerable investiment over the noxt 10 years in the
Community's clecirieity sector, estimated a2t some 170 000 million units of account.
This investilent is justified in reducing dependence upon imported oil and cnsuring
that electricity in the 1980's will be o cheap and convenient source of energy
availeble to the consumer.

(1ycoM(74) 197¢ . :
(2) 1 T™®h = 220 000 TOE; 1 terra woti-hour=220 000 tons of oil equivalent)
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The ten major guidelines are as follows :

Econony and sccurity of energy suppliics

— Increase of the proportion of eleciricity in the finel cnergy demand : gradusl
substitution of clectricity for petroleum products for ceriain uses in the
industrial, domestic and traﬁsport sectors in which retional use of elecctricity
can be guzrantceed. ‘ '

- Optimal allocation of the Community's energy resources for production of
eicctricity. Discourgement of the increased use of natural gas and petroleun
products for ciectricity generation (1),

— Developnent of new metheds of production, traonsmission and rational use of
electricity.

Security of electricity supplies.

- Prefercntizl usce of indigenous cnergy- sources and nuclcer cnergy for electricity
production; incresse in the capacity of power stotions using solid fuel;
speeding up of nuclear equipneni programmes; limitation of the building of new
oil-fired powor stations.(1); building up of reserve stcciks of fossil fucl at
the conventional nower statioms (2).

— $%ill further improvement in the economy and security of cleciricity supply by
the opiimal dintorconnection of the ncetworks.

Demand for clcctricity

-~ Moré regulnr dcomand for electricity to encourage preduction and transmission
gconony. The promotion of off-penl clectricity use by means of suitable tariff
measures.,

Tariffs and finencing

— Realistic clectricity *tariffs throughout the Community (to cover increased f
coste and to contribute to new investment necessary for the electricity scet

- Implementatibn of a common policy for financing the largc investments necessary
in the electricity sector.

Environmental protection

- Promption of the joint produciion of electricity and hent to reduce thermanl
cmissions into the environment ond ashicve a more rational use of energy.

- Harmonization snd stondardization, on a2 Community baosis, of regulations for
environmental protection, primarily regoarding the safety of nuclear plants,
thermal rejects and the emission of sulphur dioxide, .

Ldoption of the proposed resolution by the Council, would mesan approval of the

goals defined ond would allow the Commission to proposc concrete measures 1o

be taken to mecet the goals.

(l)alresdy presented to the Council (COM(74)550 finnl,innex I et II), see P=33/74
(2)already presented to the Council (COM(74)2245), see iP(74)4

Ref. Information P-& of the Spokesman's Group.
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