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Let me begin by saying how pleased I ah to have this
~opportunity of saying»a few words today about some of the
current issues of Community transport policy. 1 propose to
confine mysel f td matters of particular inferest to road

transport, and to begin'uith_the basic question of transport

infrastructure.

I am sure;it is hardly necessary to stress before this audience,
Mr Chairmén, the vital role of the transport industry in the
economic énd social wellbeing of the Community. The\network of
high class motorways and main railways thaf now span the Community
are the physical e*pression 6f how this industry has broken down
barriers. Howeyer, demand fdr transport is continually growing
and, possibly more important, the pattern is changing : new

Member States will be joining the Community; new iﬁdustries are
being'establishéd. Faced Qith this situafion I am convinced that
the Community h;s an important role to play in planning our major

transport arteries.

The new approach'to the development of transport infrastructure at
Communitybtevél that was set out in the Memorandum issued last

November rests upon two closely integrated measures :
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Firstly, a continuous dialogueﬂbetueen the Member States and the

Commission on current issues and on longer term plans. A permanent

Committee of senior officials of the Member States has been
establishe& for this purposeband has already started its work

by .looking at acute problems in the ekistﬁng network.

Secondly, in order that the Community's interests are considered

’inathe'natibnal plahning'ahd budgetary brocesses, a financiql

. instrument whereby projects of Community interest could receive

assistance has been proposed to the Council of Ministers.

Before leayihg this subject I would also like to mention that

the shbstantial growth of traffic from and to non-Members, plus

- of course the adhesion of Greece, has prompted the Commission to

_Qonsider how aid might be given to justifiablé projects outside

the Community, what we have proposed to the Council is that the
financial instrumént'thét they_arg curreﬁtly discussing should be
extended tp include prdjects of Community interest in non-Member
countries. A bossiblé‘example of a project where there céuld be an

interest fpr'the Community to provide some form of assistance

~concerns the Phyrrn autoroute in Austria. The Austrian government

has put forugrd a request to the Commission to provide assistance
on this route which i1s of particular importance for the movement

of traffic. to and from Greece. The Commission has given a favourable

reception to the request and discussions are continuing.

.“
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If the Council adopts the regulation establishing this financial
instrument, I am sure that this will have a positive effect by
providing an inéentive for Member States to look again at
proiects'uhicn.houever valuable in terms of their overall benefits,
cannot be finahced by national means alone. For,the first time

there is a chance that the qOmmuhity~uill have some influence on
determining the planning and inception of the new roads and

ot;er Links it needé in order to keeplup, eyen reinforce, the
momentum it has developed to improye‘living standards in the
Community. In a period when ﬁonetary réstrictions are imposing
limits on the level of activity everywhere in the Community I am not
proposing any ill-thoughtfthroug$*measmmzx which will dincrease
activity‘uithout the necessary &ig@f and full justification. Rather,
1 believe the Commission's policy to %@areaiﬁsiﬁc and fully in

keeping uith our overall objective - to ensure we get value for

. money from national and, of course, Community infrastructure.

.

It is, 1 am sure, clear to all of you that there are certain evident
shortcomings in the roéd systamkmw@ﬁ today ; as traffic continues

to develop these shortcomfngsfbe@amezmﬁrg/serious, and others will
appear.'Thé time to plan for thesé gaps to be overcome is now.

1 believe that Community activity as a whole can alone give us the
objective long term view that is essential to solve these-problems
efficiently. I have presented ihe Council of Min%sters with the
information which 1 believe juﬁtifies these arguments; I hope now
that they will be in a position to move forward. The situation is

not improving, we need to start‘Fs soon as possible to prepare:

/' ’ - : ,o,-
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in the second half of this year.

plans to cope. with these problems.-The key Lies with the cObncil;

1 hope they will have the conviction to use it,

A Qordﬂnou, Mr Chairman, about vehicle weights and dimensions.

The Commission believes that a Community agreement on vehicle

'Aueights and dimensions‘is essential to the advancement of the

Common Transport Pblicy.fThe Commission's first'proposa( in this

-

field was made in 1962, nearly tweﬁty years ago. We hope and trust

)

_that the Council is near to agreement on dimensions, which afe

already, in practice; vebytsimilar in thé nine Member States. Our
ﬁéu\proposal on geighfs (fsﬁued in January 1979) has already been
discussed By the Economic and Social COmmittee} which, as you
probably know, has agreed with our axle weight limits, but takes

a more cautious view of gross yéhicle weight and proposes a maximum
of 40 fonnes instead of 44. The European Parliament is at present

examining‘our neu~proposals and we hope that the Community’'s

, tradsport\ministers will be able to take up the problem again

-

e

The Member States have widely diverging views on the relative
. \
importance of such factors as energy economy, environmental

protection and inter-modal competition, and the range of

\ .

 possible agreement on the vehicle weights issue is extremely narrow.

Our present weights proposa( is based on extensive discussions with

hauliers, including representatives of the'IRU,'the motor industry and

.
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- . other interested groups. I believe that our new proposal offers

a flexible, practical and realistic éolution to the problem and

1 strongly urge the IRU to support us in our efforts to reach

agreement as soon as. possible.

As regards commercial road vehicle taxation we have concentrated our
efforts since June 1978 on removing Netherlands and Italian
reservations to the formal adoption of the first directive in

this field, and we understand that the Netherlands would now

agree. Unfortunately the Italian position still remains negative

and certain opportunities to smooth the way for eventual adoption

have not been taken by the Government. He‘shall continue to press
hard for a change of mind. On the other hand I can record with

?7_ ‘ | satisfaction that the tax changes proposed for adoption in the
‘United Kingdom in 1982 or 1983 will bekfully in Line with the

i directive.

Turning now to the question of progress towards a Community driving

Licence, 1 might remind you that we already have an agreement in
4principlejfrom the Council of Ministers on the adoption of a

Community dr{ving Liceﬁce, and we hope that the remaining
| difficulties can be cleared up and a firm decisfon taken in the

course of this year. The prbﬁasals provide for a common format for the
 community driving licence, uith_free}exchange of Licences for

those who have qualified in their own céuntry'uho decide to take

up residence in another Member State.

Vclo’



I hope we shall be able to give a lead in this way in the

'transport field with a personal document for citizens of the

EEC which will underline the right of free establishment and the
sense of belonging to a wider Community._we also see the Community

driving licence as a first step towards the development of high

- uniforh standards of driving skill and of road safety.

>

1 should now like to move on to questions of observation and

organisation of the road transport market.

First, as far as access to the market for the transport of
goods by road is cbncerned; in order to allow road transport
undertakings to improve their productivity,‘and also to take

account of the need to reduce energy consumption, the services

‘of the Commission are at present studying, and I hope the -

Commission will soon be proposing, measures aiming at :

= the issue of licences to the tractive unit; - N

-~ P

= reduction of unladgn journeys; and

- improvement of cooperation between road transport undertakings.
As far as the carriage of passengers is concerned, the negotiations

uith'the other ECMT countries for the purpose of drawing up an

agreement for liberalising a major part 6f the occasional services

between Member States and third countries have just ended with the
initiallfng of an agreement on 23 Apfil. This agreement will allow

the carriers from 19 countries to organise their services better

i -
- -
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and thus respond to demand in a more flexible and rapid way. For

this reason, and because it is the first agreement between the
Community as such and third countries within the transport

sector, this agreement is of particular significance.

At present, the Commission's services are examining the question

of competition in road transport by state trading countries.
1 EOuld certainly not exclude at this stage that the Commission
will send to the Council a proposal for common action in this

field by the end of the year.k

May 1 comment briefly on the Market obsefvation system. The
objective of this work is tovprovide information and analysis
on the developments in inland transport between the Member

States of the Community.

" This work is important :

- as an aid in policy developtient;

-

- in proViding the transport opéﬁxtor and his association

with 3 better understanding of their business environment.

The detail of this work has been discussed with your Liaison
Committee and is progressing well notuithstanding serious

budgetary constraints.

..
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g'. - . This progress is due in no small ua} to the constructive attitude

% : adopted by your organ{sation. .

% In assessing the success of th{s experiment I consider it important

é that you as tranépdrteré fin& information on trends in demand

~§ | ' pr{ces, costs and the other elements useful.

E _ :\“: In the'light of the positive results obtained in fhe combined

f o franspbrt sector following the Council Directive of 1975, retained
on a'pefmanent basis and extended on an expgrimehtal basis to containers
by the Directi&e of 1979, the Commission foresees as a ta#k for the
immediafe future neéotiatioﬁs with third cobntries for their active
participation in.the liberalized regime set up by the Directives.
The"cOmmission iskconvincéd that the extension of the territorial
scope of apblication_of'these measures can only stimulate the

i:’ _ : ;fficiencx and»overall profitability of this transport technique,

On the other hand the services of the Commission continue their

studies oh measures to promote the use of combined transport, in

5; particular measures in the field of taxes, tariffs and aid fpr

infrastruéture. In this respect'proposals will be worked out in the

next few months.

As for tarifféﬁfor international road héulage, the egisting system}
involving;the'co-existence of coﬁputsory bracket tariffs on the one
hand and §f reference tariffs of an indicative nature on the other,
will; 1 believe; have to be replaced by a new regime, .set up in the

Light of the experience gained by the application of both tariff




systems, I can assure you that the Commission will do its utmost
to ensure that the proposal it has to put forward for approval
by the Council in 1982 will satisfy the economic interest of the

Community and, in particular, of the socio~economic groups directly

concerned with transport.

-

Mr President,

In the short time at my disposal, it was possible to raise only
/ . ' some key items concerning international road haulage in the

Community.\An "in-depth" analysis was certainly not possible.

Let me end by underlying‘that'in,Brussets the Commission is not working
towards a common transport policy simply for the sake of such a
policy, but because we believe that certain common rules are

necessary in order to reflect the needs and interests of all modes

of transport and all consumérs of transport. In the Sverall web of
transport relatibnships road haulage ﬁlays a most important role.

It is my strong conviction that in the changing world of today,

where changes sometimes seem to be coming too quickly, your sector

will be able to adapt itself successfully to new challenges. I wish

your Congress every success.






