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tladam President, Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It has become a well-established tradition for the country assuming
the Presidency of the Council to set out before this Parlisment the main

lines and action priorities of the six-monthly work programmse.

I do not approach this task as a ritual duty, however weighty
and exalted. On the contrary, I am well awars of the heed to regard
it 8s en important stage in a dislogus between the Council end the
Europesn Parlisment, which in the interests of the Community mst be
both continuous and fruitful'

When addressing the Parlisment I 46 not overlook the political
reality resulting from 1ts slection by universal suffrage, which makes
this assembly the direct expression of the will of our nine nations
and confers on its members specific responsibilities towards ;
the Eurcpea2u electorata. .

Distinguigshed colleaguas,

I am deaply aware thatit would be lacking in perspicacity not
to appreciate at thelr true value the initiastives taken clearly and
suthoritetively by thié Parlisment, which demonstrate a determination
to discharge fully the tasks of guldance and control conferrsd
on 1t by the Treaty of Rome. o -

I therefore wish to say at once that, aware of the urgent
need for the Council to act resuonsiblj in the fhcs of this
Parlisment's expectations, the Italiasn Government intends to
use 1ts best endeavours to dispel tha mistrust and ’
roticence, often psychological in origin, at present clouding
relations batween the Institutions of the Commmity. It must _
frankly be admitted that this distrust, this reticerce is currently
an irksome impediment to the eclimate of positiyé trust which is
needad if our internal problems and, mors generally, the many
complex challenges of modern society are to be overcoms.

Distinguished colleaguas,

The six months of the Italisn Presidency coincide .
with the start of a new decads ~ the 1980s ~ which will be of
decisive importance not only for the welfare of our paoples but
also for the role which Furopes is called upon to play in the
world as a factor for peace, satability and social progress.
Only if we are able to show ourselves united in our intention to
defend and strengthen the moral .values fundamental to the Europeen
ideal will Europe come safely through the difficult trial
facing it.
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We shall, thersfore, ueed to foster harmonious collahoration
between the Community Institutions, ench of which will, within
the framework of its particular area of jurisdietion, be callaed
upon to mnke its om original contribution to the primary
objnctive of a unifiad Buropse.

Wn ara cartalnly eware that, as we anter the nlghbinn, world

oconomio realitise rafse o number of questions and involve ap mony

uncertainties, which cast 8 shondow on medium-term development proepoota

The forsssenbls uphnavals In the oll parket, at lenst in
the nenr future will inevitably bring about an incresse in norld
prices and conatitute a destabllizing factor for the monstary system,

probably having as a result a depresolvs effect on intsrmational trade,:

Honaver, 1t nould bs n serious politicnl mistake 1f the caution which

the gravity of thoao problems undoubtsdly demanda were to lend to a
purely defennive and paonive attitude., Indsed, were thim to happen,
the oituntion would got worss rather than bstter,

I foel Lt neceseary for me to stnte, therefors, that ﬁha
major deadlines before us necessitate an immediate awarsneas
and conviction on our part of what the Commmnity stands for bYoday,
of what 1t could and should have besn and of what 1% muet becoms,

evif e

If me ars to rastore to the Community the dynamism necegsary
for ita survival snd progress, to keep alive the Zurovsan splirlt
of the founding fathers of ths Community and to prasasrve the credi-
tability of the BEuropean Institutions both In the eyes of Zuropean
pubiie opinfon and of third countries, we must have the moral and
political courags and the far-sightedness to sat the Cormunity on
the road to new gosls, This involves, first of all - and it is
worth restating this - full implementation of the principles of the
trontien establishing the European Communities and of the polieies
adopted to that end.

The problem confronting us today is essentially of a
politienl nature; it concerns our ability to find an adequate
Community response to the challenges now confronting our individual
countries and the Community ag 2 whole, Te must safeguard Comrunity
achievements to dote and encouragsz such initiatives and innovatory
idean ags may enabla us — by meeng of 1ﬁcrea9ed co-operation and
solidarlty — swiftly to adapt Cosmunity machinery 2nd rules to
weet changling realities.

I refesr hers not only to the nsed to sdapt our development

models to the changed conditions of the world economy — such as
the higher cost of commoditlies end, asbove ell, of oil - tut
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also to the now imperative nsed to rethink all mepects of
ralations between the industrialized democracies and the
developing countries. In this connection, a suitable opportunity
for refleétion is provided by the proposal of tfid8 Group of 77 to
begin global negotiations in 1980 within the United Nations ’
Committee of the Whole and by the special.seaeion 6f the
United Nations to be held in August this year in order to
formulate a strategy for the third deavelopment decads.
(So much for the general situation).

Diéiihguishéd ddileéguesl
I should now like to dwell on a number of priorities which,

under the naegis of the Italien Government, should characterize
the activitias of the Institutions, and in particular the

Council, in the first six months of 1980, when the Italien Presidency

will be able to turn to good account the constructive contributions
and the progress made by the Irish Presidency. It should not
come am a surprise to anybody that one of my Government's
primary objectives is the strengthening of co-operation between
the Council and the European Parliament, a prerequisite for the

opening of a frank and wide-ranging dialogue based on full respect

for the atatutory ﬁowers of each Institution and on the under-
standing of their mutual aspirations end expectations.

cod/oae
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I have just referred to the need for the Council to give a
suitable response to the legitimate claims of this Parliament to
exercise fully the prerogatives devolving on it under the Treaty.
The Council is already considering this question, which will be
looked at in greater detail when, in due course, there is a more
spacific examination of the report on adjustments to the machinery
and proéedures of the Community institutions recently drawn up by
the "Three Widse Men" in execution of the brief given them by the
Buropean Council in Brussels in December 1978. The purpose of
such an examination is to prepare the ground for an effective
discussion at the next meeting of the European Council, with a
view to establishing the most suitable institutional framework
for further progress towards the ideal of an sver-closer union
of the peoples of Europa.

No onae can ignore the importance and urgent nature of this
objective, nor the difficulties lying in the way of its full
attaloment. There is no doubt that attainment would be greatly
facilitated by a responsible common attitude which did not
neglect the desire for renewal and the ever more clearly
discerned need to set new goals, but which could simultaneously
temper that desire and that need with the cautious graduslism
called for by the rather difficult economic situation through
which the Community 1s passing today., Following the rejection
of the previous draft budget by this assembly, the Council and
the Parlisment will soon be called upon to show such a proof
of their wisdom in commection with the adoption of the 1980 budget.
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The Italian Presidency proposeas to gilve priority to enrly
preparation of the naw budget and to do its best in practical
tormg to ensure that the political guldelines worked out by
this Porliament receive due consideration in keeping with the
Treaty and with a falr balance of the requirements to be meb
by the budget. In thinm connaction, I wish particularly %o
gtress thot — in nccordance with the declslons of the Europenn
Council in Dublin — meanures will have to be adopted in the near
future, in accordance with the objective of greatsr convergencs
of the economies of the Member S%tates, to help solve the problem
of the financial imbalancae of which the United Kingdom is

complaining.

This 1s a problem on which the Hopourabls Members GALLAND,
PRUVOT and CALVEZ have put a queetion to the Council nith the

object of initisting a debate in this chamber. In this comnmection .

and while awnlting the Commission proposals, I would like to
confine myoelf to saying as a pesrsonnal comment that every
contribution to the debate in the Europesn Parliasment — added
to those already mnde at the November pnrt-session on the
problem of covergenca - can only facllitate the sonrch for a
golution to this problem, the gravity end complexity of which
15 clear to evearybody, not least to the Itallian Presidency.

A9 regards tha objective of convergence, it will be necessary
in the first place to try to mbolish those distortions in the
common policles which now cause divergencej mecondly, wo mugt
atrive to achleve conditions which will efsurs & more consistent
development of all backward regions snd, as a natural consequence
of this more consistent development, guarantes continuous end
balonced expmnsion, greater stability, an increasiogly raplid
improvement In the quality of 1ife end closer links between the
Membar States, nll of which are objactives: expresely lald dowm
in the Treaty of Roma,

oq-/aoo
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In carrying out its responsibilities, the Italian
Fresideoncy intends %o give full wéighb to the results achieved
in the previous six months. In this connection, I would like to
congratulate the Irish Presidency on the wise and inclsive manner in

nhich L%t performed :1ts functions.

Pafore reviewing briefly the problems which have to be
faced in the various sectors of Community activities, allow me
to make one last point,

’
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The Parliement has rightly called for urgent mction to change
the balance of Community policies in favour of structural measures
and investment in general, in order to achieve wider esnd more
effective solidarity. Solidarity does not mean, howsver,
gratujtous gestures by the richer countries in favour of the
poorer; it is a collactive requirement. The same is true in the
Community 28 in any social grouping; when one part is weak or in
difficuities, everyone suffers. The Community cannot be strong,
efficient and active if there exist within it economic mnd soecisl
imbalances which perpetuate batween the Hember States differences
which are harmful to the pursuit of common policies and to the
achlevement of Comwunity objectives.

Certainly it is a difficult problem, which covers not only
the restructuring of present Community exﬁenditure but alsgo the
more general question of the overall volumes of the Community's
own resgources. We are also awaiting Commission proposals on this
agpect of the problem.

The problems of the common agricultural policy must
certainly be tackled in this context, not in order to question
the prineiples on which that policy is based, but to ensure that

in their implementation the distortions which have occurred in the

past are avoided and that greater emphasis is placed on structural
measures to enable farms in the least developed arsas to be
modernized and a new balance to be established between various
types of production on the basis of actual market requirements.

It is with this in mind, and taking account of the information
supprlied by the Parliament, that we will try to make the fastest
possible progress in sxamining the Commission proposals for the
improved control of agricultural expenditure in sectors where

there is a surplus and for action aimed at fairer protection of the
various crops.

With regard to the development of structural policies and
policies relating to investment in general, I can state that the
strengthening of the Community's energy policy is an obvious
"must"”.

I SR

The European Council in Dublin outlined a common strategy
providing for the attainment of a number of important objectives,
including the more modereste and rational use of oil as a non-
renewable natural resource and the achievement of economic growth
vhich is nd longet deépendent on increased oil consumption but based
Bp the develbﬁment of other energy sources. ’

As regards limiting consumption, the Community bas already
agreed on maximum levels for oil imports in the short and
medium term. These are very importent measures but they are
not enough to reduce the inflexibility of the relationship
agstablished in the past between the growth of gross domestic
product and oil consumption.

Energy is therefore clearly one of the subjects to which we

‘must give & greater attehtidou Iin ordetr to achieve a trus common

poliey arid to formulate spécific aid measures and instruménts of
support, including firancial ones, for reducing the Community's
deperidence on imported oil.

In tha industrial sector, we consider it to be in the
common interest to encourage the launching of & mors systematic
policy of re-estsblishing a umnitary approach for ald to sectors
going through a periéd of crisis and for the measures to be adopted
strengthen expanding sectors. A more systematic policy should
take greater sccount of international specialization and a more
rational division of industrial labour, by endeavouring,

eee/oes
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inter 2liz, to seek the most suitable means of tackling structural
neaknesses and ma2king supply mors slastic to enabls Lt to ad jugt
both to chauges in demand 2nd to new production techniques. The

need to inerasae the competitivensss of Zuropesn Industry and restore
productivity to former levels .herefore means that we must devote
gpecial attention to the problems of conversion of the entire
production apparmtua, which wa feel, connot be divorced from those

of retralning and occupational mobility.

This last objective leads me t9 ewmphasize the importance
which should be attachdd €6 the soclal snotor in view of the~
proportions and strudtural hature of unémployment in all’
countries of the Commmity today) ths seriousnsaes of
the employment situation on the labour market and the 1ike11hood
that Lt will deteriorate atill further call, more thian ever
before, for courasgmous common solutions to 69 found.

Thera can be no doubt that progress along these lines has bLeen
made as a result of the approval last November of the Resolution
setting out a number of guidelines for sction and certain genaral
principles to be followed in connaction with the'ra~organizaflon of
working hours. This step should be seen ag one element in that
active employment pollcy which the Community needs, espscially
in the present economic climata, and which should include the
batter utilization for social purposes of Community finsndial
reagouxtod of a structural nature.

We are convinced that to achleve this alm, there will have
to be more efficient and comprehensive consultation with both
aides of industry, with batter use belrig made, inter alia, of the
functions and role of the Economic and Stael Committese. -

weeven
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The othar structurz) policias ara of course agually:
Jmportant, sspecially the razlonzl volicy, which continues
to bs the prins tnstrument for reducing imbalances within the
Tommunlty end rivst be pursued by co-ordination of all the nnand
at our disposal. Regiona] pollcy, or rather ite implementation,
cannot ba simply n quagtion of utilizing the finenecial resources of
the Fund allocated for the purposes A true Commmnity policy in
this gector nmust necessnrily sssume the territorial dimension of
all common volizias alnce 1t 13 only in this wey, by taking
an ovsrall viaw, that we 3hzll bs abls to prevent regional pollcy
from being seen merely ag tha granting of subsidies — lmportant as
they may be -~ to less favoured reglons.

On the monstary end finencial front, one of our main
objsotivaes s the work preparatory to moving on to the mecobd
atage of the T1Y and especielly to the creation of the Furopeen
lonatary Fund,

On the whole I think 1t must be recognized that the system
has worked satisfactorily. Haverthelaess it is a matter of
urgency that we devise a Uonrnndty policy vis-3-vis the dollar,
rhich will provide not only for closer co-ordination of inter-
vantion on exchangs markets but also for more accurats monitoring
of the compatibility of national monetary polioiss, especially
those relating to intersst ratas,

VAT
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I sald just now that the EMS had so far worked
satisfactorily; however, apart from the rspercussions which
gerious and lasting external monetary disturbances might
have on the system, a strengthening of the system also depends

on real progress being made towards a reduction in the subgstantial
imbalance which still existe between national economies and regions

in the Community, This was in fact the gist of the declaions
adopted at the time by the European Council on the convergence
of the economic policies of the member countries,

8imllarly, a fresh impstus will also have to be glven to
trensport policy, where we feel convinced that reasl progress
can be made by the adoption of the Regulation providing for aid
to projects of Conmunity interest in the field of tramsport
infrastruoture, The Commiséion's recent communication %o the
Council will -~ we are convinced -~ provids a useful opportunity
for further examination of the most suitable measures to be
taken in this field. '

With regard to the aim of strengthening the cohesion of
the Commumnity, serious efforts will have to be made to speed
up work on the definition of a common fisheries poliey in order
that the Regulations on structural measures snd measures to
rationalize the market in fishery products may be adopted,

In addition to promoting suitable concerted action on
those priority topics on ensrgy; raw materials, health;
agriculture, ste., on which the social and economlc development
of the Community depends, the need to stimulate technical
progress will mean that greater attention will have to be
devoted to research,

..'/-..
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On this last point one need only consider the fact that;
comparatively speaking, the Commnity countries spend much less
on research then other countries which are technologically wmore
advanced, Thié.skate of affairs should lead us to reflect upon
and, let us hope, to grasp the need to give a greater impetus
and more substance to regearch activities,

Ao regards environmental policy; activities already in
progress must bs organized more systematically, with a view to
otepping up the more important of these; such as for exsmple
the protection of water resources; snti-pollution measurgs;
land proteotion and the evaluation of the environmental impact,

I should like now to mention the importance which the
Italian Presidency will be attaching to the question of "gpecial
rights”,

In this context, as well as speeding up the examination
of the Commission's proposals on the residence rights of all
citizens, we believe it necessary to bring to sn early
oonclusion the discussions on the question of voting rights
at local government level, which; followling on the direct’
elections to this Asgembly, would constitute a significant
further step towards reinforcing the Community, If these
rights were reoogniied; it would enable individual citizens
to goin a desper awareness of being part of this new, larger
political entity which is the European Community.

ot./cov
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. Distingulshed colleagues,

I ghonld llke to dwell for a moment on the Furopean Community'e
axternal relations.

As I have already had occasion to remark, Lt sesms to me ensential
for the Community's intermal ceoheasion to be ntrengthoned 1f the
Community Ltself i3 to fulfil ite role in world pollitlcs. Wa have
vefore us some importnnt decisions concerning the Community’s
relationg with the rest of the morld. First of all, of coursa, there
{s the enlargement of the Community, the political slgniflcence of
A vhiich i3 clear to sveryone and has often been emphaoized in this
gssembly. Hegotiations are taking place for the accession of Spain
and Portugal, and as far as the Italian Pragidency ls concernsed,

1 can asgsure you that we are conscious of "thelir part in
bringing about demoeratic unity im Furope and that we ochall

do sverything in our po%er to ensure that they proceed — in

m overall context — without deley snd in a truly constructive

There is another point %o be made in this conneotion. The
question of this further anlargement of the Community cemmot and musb not
be tackled solely from the traditional, 2lbeit engsential, standpoint
whereby the applicant countries accept our Community's rules in
thelr entirety. 1In the 19605 we creéted a Community to mest the
requirements of the six founder members and, in particular, the
aconomic circumstances of that decade. That Community was successful,
but 1% proved to bas less so in the 1970p, in the face of altered
economiec conditioris and in the context of a Comwmynity of nine membern,

Y SR
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We must realize, at least as it appears to nme, that wo .
connot teckle this second enlargement without reinfercing
oxisting abructﬁ;es, stepping up current policies and creating
new onas, At the some tims we must also examine in greater
detnil the conmequences of enlargement on third countries,
ogpocially on tha Mediterranean countriea,

In the same constructive spirit, the Italisn Presidency
intends to use its bast endoavours to obtain - apart frouw the
adoption of measures to‘giva nen impetus to the mgsoclation
with Turkey — early conclusion of the new agreement with
Tugoslavia., T would like to reagsure the Socinliat Group,
nwhich has made a formal raquest to ma on the motter, that
the Presidenoy has done all in its power to speed up the
relevant procedures and to arrive at e pogitive result at
the Council meeting on 5 February.

Importent developments are foresseable in our relations
with countries of the Third World. I have already mentioned
the nsed to glve greéter prominence and political weight to
the Morth-South diplogus. As to specific objectives, I
telieve the Community should be able to finallize the framework
regulations on finencial and technicel ald to non-asgociated
countries. The new Food Ald Conventlon, which provides for
an increased commitment by the {ndustrialized countries and
in particular the Communi ty, should also be concluded.

As well as conclusion of the co-operation agraement
with the ASEAN countrles, ths.negotiations for which were
ouccessfully conoluded under the Irish Prealdency, the
Italian Presidency proposes to gtimulate co-operation
batwaen the Commuoity ond the countries of Latin America,
with which we have many ties that are not only

..o/nua
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economic but also historical and cultural., We shall

soek to re—-organize the dialogue with these countries

and to introduce new forms of co-operation. e algo intend to
puraue the nagotiation of co-overation agreements srith Brazil
and the countries of the Andean Pact.-

fladem President, distinguished colleagues; this Parlisment
is familiaxr writh the distinetive features of political
co-operation vetween the liine, which, as you know; is exercised
outside the framework of the Community Treaties, I should like
to mention just one of these features, nmmely the fact that such

co~operation hes daveloped without the creation of'bureaucratic

machinery and has demonstrated an appropriate degree of
imagination in following original procedurss, the effectiveness
and objective limits of which we are all familiar with,

The Nine have not esteblished a common externszl polloey,
although as an ideal this still remains one of our
objectives., But there has been proof of the ezfectivnness
of our Govarnment's commitment to consult. each other and
co—-ordinate their attitudes to developments in the current
international scene with the aim of reaching common positions
and pursuing common actioné, nherever possible end desirsble,

ves/aen
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Vhen evoluated in these realistic terms, tha experience
of ten years of Eurapean political co~opsration will be geen 2s
being broadly positive, 1%3 intrinsic bene<its extending beyond
the visible results obtained, While, as was observed by the

-Irish Praesidency before this assembly, the Nine have acquired

a new reflex, that of automatically consulting together, they have
also taken on a corresponding reflex in thelr dealings with

the outside wworld, which hae consequently coms to recognize them as
a distinct entity, a develovment which reflects tha growth, albeit
gradual, of an awarenesa of a Europesn identity,

At this point I think it would be useful 1f I were to sketch
in broad outline the main themes of international policy,.

As regards Indochina, I Ynow that I am expressing the
conviction and feelings of the Parlisment when I enphasize, besides
the political aspacts of the situation, with itsg dangerous
destabilizing effects over a vast ares, the urgency of finding a
solution to the dramatio and desperate humenitarian problem, Both
the Ruropean Community and the nine member countries have already mac
a substantial contribution to the specifio humenitarian initiatives
rightly leunchad by the international community, e intend to
contimue on this course, while at the seme time doing sverything
in our power to securs & return to peacs in South East Asia
conslstent with the principles of the independence end territoriel
integrity of ell the Stotes in that area.

ces/ees
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The taking of hostages in the United States Embassy in
Teheran and thelr detentlon in violation of the fundamental
princlivles governing the co-existence of States and of the
racomendations of the world community are an example of the
alarming deterioration in intermational ralations and a cause
of serious tension 1o 2n aresn already subjact to destabilizing
factorg.

flatther the duty of non-interference in the sphere of
sovernignty of another State nor the understanding desorved
by a nation striving to find a new order after a revolution
can suggagt any attitude other than condemnatidon for actions
which Infriuge the slementary rules of international law.

This manifestly ﬁisquigting pletura may be completed
by sxtending the horizon to include the whols area usually
degeribad as the Islamic world. In the Middle Eant tha vital
oroapect of a global solution for the serioue vroblems etill
unoettled, and in particular the Palestinian problem, iso ‘
nlow in mnterielizing desplte the pence and negotiating
initistivag which the United States have succeeded in
promoting between Egypt and Israel.

VAT

The past yesr has seen positive signs of etabilization in Africa.
Mot only have new tendencies towards convergence appearaed between
neighbouring countries previously separated by bitter rivalry but,
thenks to the courageous, perxrsistent and firm action of
the United Klngdom’Governmanb, concrets form has been given to
the hops that a negotiated settlement will be applied in Zimbabwe
and enable ths people of that country to exprese thelr will under
o saystem which complies with the desire for independence expresgsed
by all shades of Rhodesisn politicel opinion. It is to be hoped
that this positive development will serve to promote favourable
developments in all the other problems of southern Africa, and in
particular that of Namibia,

As regards the problem of disarmement, which i3 of such
oritionl importance for the futurs of humenity, @he Italian
Preosidency intends to promote the further strengthening of the
filne's ectivity, in particular with a view to the ndoption of thoge
joint initiatives which prove posaible for achisvement of the
objnotive of tangible progress on the fundamsntal disarmament
doselers, It is comforting to notas that as regards the entire
ronge of problems related to dissrmament the Nine have achieved
a high lsvel of co~oxdination of their views and actions,
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The Italian Presidency régards the next session of the -

Comission on Human Rights — to be held in Geneva from 4 February . CSCE, in fact, that political co-operation has recorded some

to 14 iarch ~ as an important occasion for demonstrating European of the most important successes, since its inception.

golidarity in a field of such great importance for the {iine as human .

rights. We intend to pursue this same objective in respect of the Distinguished Colleagues,

other events figuring on the timetable of notivitieg of the United :

Nations, starting with the Copenhagen World Conference for Women. 1 am awers that thers exist, in addition to the problems’
) I have just mentioned, others of a more specifically procedural

Over and above the divieions that have emerged within the nature, 1,8, problems relating to the best ways of safeguarding this

Arab world ~ in respect of which the Nine do not intend to indispensable link with the European Parliament. Views and

intervena or be drawn into any sort of interference - thes EBuro-Arab requests in this connection have already been voiced here on

dialogue continues to represent an exemplary undertaking in the a number of occasions. The Italian Presidency viems the

fleld of political co-operation, and one that is to be purtured and lmprovement of these procedurss as a matter for consideration

pursued. Concrete measures were already taken during the Irish rithin the political co-operation framework, a pragmatic and

Presidency to give practical effect to this general approach., non-institutionalized mechanism which by its very nature has

#e plan to continue this process snd to endeavour to exploit any . to devote constant attention to the various aspects of its

positive feature permitting a balanced revival of the dialogue continual funotional adjustment.,

activities. .

For the CSCE meeting in {adrid, of which the preparatory phase
is scheduled to take place in September and the main session
to begin in November, the next six months will see the.Community's
agenda reflacting an intensification of ths work that we have
been pursuing for more than a year., It is in the field of the

eoefvee
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The 1taljan Presldency will be honoured to brief Parlisment,
‘at each of the varlous meetings planned, on all developments
oceurring in the context of Furopean political co-operation,
It conaiders theoe engngements in the exerclse of its
functions not as a duty but as privileged occasions by manns
of which - and it is apvropriate to uss the language of the
Inxembourg report — public ovinion and ite revreseantatives
migt v affectively assocliated in the vrocess of political
co-ovaration in order to confer a democratlc character on the
bulldirg of the Europesn unlon.

Distinguished colleagues,

Tha quality ond level of the debates in the Buropesn
Parlisment on the most important thames of current international
volitics have baen apprecliated in all our countrles. This represents
a source of satinfanction for all thome who bolieve that the Furopean
Parliament, particularly in the present delicate international situatior
muigt represent one of tha basic dynemic factors In our
unification. Tha Italian Fresidency 1s convinced that
it 15 preclisely the link with the democratically alected
Parlisment that offers intergovernmental political co-oparation
in foreign pollcy the poonibility of pemetrating the
congciousneags of the peoples of Europe and of percvelving their
attitudos with regard to the major intemational optlions with
which they are faced.
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Pistinguleshed colleagueaq,

In view of what I have junt gsaid, it seems to me that thig
1s tho moet appropriate place for me to address a strong appenl
to the Goveruments and peoples of the Community that on the
threghold of the aightles in tho face of the dangers threatening
the international situation, they should harness all that unites
ug in n Community vision. ‘

I have already mentioned the priority objectives which the
Prosldoncy will pursus snd the specific context in which 1t will
have to oporate. The golution of the outstsnding problems which
could paralyse Community activity will be sought within the
framevwéri of a properly ordered ralationship betwsen the Community
Institutions snd in a common effort to achieve the objectives
of ths Treaty of Rome.

I sm confident that the Commission will fulfil fully and
carsfully its partiocular task of formulating initiatives and
that the Covernments will endeavour to reooncile their own
Jjustifiable interests with those of the Community.

Today the Commuunity ie being put te the test., It is our duty
to ehow ourselves and the world that we are capable of meeting
the challenge.





