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My FPrasident,

Ladies and Gentlcnen,

We are living through a period when many people
spenk of the Furopean Communitiy as being at a
turning pointe.. While recognising that budgetary
constraints demznded by economic recession have 3
inhibited the poseibilities of major change and ]
development, I share the view that we may be .

about to see a much widcr appreciation of the

potential of the Community experiment than has
heen cxperienced since the early doys of the

Common Markel concepte

[evs




The poseibility that direct elections for the
Turcpean Parliaﬁent will rally the peoples of
the Community to the greater democratisation
of Eurcie is one headline for future changee

But there are meny less spectacular indicationse

As the legislative powers of the Community become
more_a;d more familiar, for example, there is a
natural tendency for people concerned with social
disadvaniage to turn to the European Institutions

for help = no matter how painfully aware those of

us directly involved in the Iustitutions may be of
rescurce liwitetionse  This pressure of dewmand
canmot be tvrned awzy.  Already, it is clear to
me‘that where public health is concerned,. European
Parliameniarians will becomec more and more insistent
that all issnes'of imnediute relevance to the*health.and
welfarc of every citizen have to be the legitimat
conéern of the Community. There have been recent
calls for Communitly initialives on smoking and health
end vaccination agiinst the most viruvlent forms of

influcanzz, for examples
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I would hope that the holdiﬁg of this workshop

on the medi¢o~social consequences of psychiatric
disocders will be taken as an example of the
Commission®s participation in this groundswell
recognition thét the Community has a respgnsibility

to become more and more involved in tackling real
preblems of immediate interest to ordinary peoplee.

It is the first occasion on which a research

workshop under Commission auspices has examined
probleﬁs relating to mental health at a Europcan
levels Successful initiatives in the field of public
health must be underpinnzd by the best contemporary
research and, as in other fields, a Community approach
must be built on a framework of co~ordination and of
conscnsus as 1o what are genuinely common probiens

amenable to trans-national treatment.
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It bas been of value to the Community that this
workshop has attracted outstending expert
participation from outside Europe as well as
from the member Statess I am glad particularly
to thank Dre Yorman Sartorius, Chiel Officer for
Mental Health with the World Health Organisation
in Geneva, who has been your President, and the
Medico-Social Research Board who'havé been your
hostse On behalf of the Commission may I say
how much we look forward to studying the Report
of the workshop and considering how our contribuiion
in thisicrucial area of public health may be

extended in the years ahead,

END






