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Summary cof- a gtatement by lr. P.J. Lardinois, Member of the Commission

of the European Communities, in Berlin on 24 January 1974, on the ccca-
gion of the international "Green Weeld® 1974,

Speaking in Berlin, lir. Lardinois gave a serious warning of the danger of dig-
integration now facing the Luropean Communltlou. He pointed out that barely one
year after the Purlo Summit Conference and one month after the Copenhagen Summit
Conference the facte provided a striking contrast to the good intentions formu-
lated at those meetings. Instead of progress towards cconomic and monetary union,
coupled with o breakthrough towards o European Union, Lurope was clearly in the

~grip of general despondency. Cocperation and solidarity were in danger of being

superscded by a short-sighted pclicy of "every man for himself",with disastrous
conscquenceg for [urope.

Mr. Lardinois stressed the need Tor the peoples of Burope to jein forces at this
particular stage, i.c. on the eve of an evident stogmation in the economy. He
also pointed to the need for o Burcpean identity a2live in the pecplesof Burope.
adding: YA Burope that cxists in the minds of the few but not in one single hoort
has no chance of survival",

Mr. Lardinois reminded his audiencce that the Commission of the Buropean Communi--
ties would issue a stotement before long on the ¥State of the Community". This
would constitute on answer to the undesirable developments of the poust yeer,
which could not be toleratcd, namely tco much action at intergovernmental level
2nd too little at Community level, too much attention paid to short—-term perscncl
interests,; end toc little coeperaticn and sclidarity.

Speaking ¢f the Common Agriculturnsl Policy, Hr. Lardinois said that in the past
few months it had proved to be the only stabilizing factor in Bur-pe ingofar as
food supplies and prices were concerned. By way of illustration of the cdvantages
of that policy to the consumer, lMr, Lerdinois referred tc current world market
prices which for & number of preducts were considerably higher than those obtai-
ned in the Community: for such products as wheat and rice prices werc up to 70 7 ”
higher. iir. Lordinois took the view that as o result of this development,; but
also thanks to the propesals put forward by the Commission concerning the adapto-
tion of the Common Agricultural Policy, the discussions on Burcpcan agriculture
had been reduced to normal propertions. In no other field, he seid, had Buro-
pean cooperation achicved groeater progress than in agriculturce. Up tce now, the
Common Agricultural Policy had nlways proved capable of providing o Buropean
answer to any uncxpoected difficulticos.
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