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As Pregident of the Ccmm1531on of the Eu*cpean Cemmuﬁltweﬂ, I have

 f1asked to be allowea. ag in au%y boaﬂd -t0 make a statement to the -

o European Parllanent conoernlng my res:gnatlon,

} Oumte apart from,any personal con31derwtsons, this is a matter w1th
g bearlng on the funotlonlng of the Community 1nsb1tut10ns in geheral

~and of the Uomm1551on in partlcular. '

Aocordingl&;;l wish to give the House the neCesséry explanatory
details, ST '
A. I was appointed Presideﬁt:of the Commission for a term of two years.

I accepted the appo1ntment for two years, maklng it clear from the
Voutset that at the end of that time T would return to Italy to contirme
my polltical campaigning.

I consider that the Commission, the dynamo of Iuropean unification,

operatlnv in conJunctlon with the other Community institutions and with

. all the various forces in the Communlty countries, is a political

institution with quite definite functions, those of initiating prOpogals for
the furtherance of Furopean unification and of acting as custodlan of the

T sties, PFor its political role to be sustained, it is necessary that

I | icians, among others, should be prepared to serve on it, And for this
to be so.- for the sake, that is, of the institution itself - it is

" necessary that these polltlcians should be able to contlnue as polltloian°

after having served on the Conmission,

I consider too that action to bring about Huropean unification isg )
not the sole preserve of any one individual or institution, but something
in which all must join - all the citizens of our countries, all political
and social forces, all national and all Community institutions alike,

That is the precondition for our success. Such was the tenor of my first

statement to $his House, on 8 July 1970,
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When I took up my appointment as President of the Commission
two years agd, I came to Brussels to serve the Furopean cause, In

returning to national politics, I will in the years to come continue
serving that causs, which is indissociable from the fundamental
interests of my country as it is from those of the other countries

of the Community. Your own daily experience as national and as
Buropean Members of Parliament is the best possible example of how,
at the stage the Community has now reached, its interests can like-

wise be upheld in the home parliaments.

And so, now that events have taken this exceptional turn, the
calling of elections in my country before the scheduled time, I have

had to forgo completing my term as President of the Commission,

Acting as have done ny many predecessors, I shall refrain from
taking any part in the Community's work from 22 March, when I shall
commence my activities in the election campaign. From then until
the outcome is known, on 8 May, I shall be on leave., On 8 May,
whatever the election results for me personally, I shall resign,

I have in any case already informed the Governments that I will

vacate my post should they wish to appoint a successor before 8 May,

B. Now I should like to explain the legal position as to the
Presidency of the Commission after my resignation proper. I say
after that because until then the situation is covered by the
Commission's rules of procedure, which provide that in the absence

of the President his duties are to be discharged by the Vice-~President
designated in accordance with the rules - designated, that is, on the

basis of a rota fixed by the Commission at the start of its term.
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Iﬁ myrowﬁ caée'we divided the 24 montiis of my Presidency into thrcé
eightrmonth periods, the first allotted to Vice-President Mengholt, the
geoond to Vice-President Barre and the third to Vice-President Haferkamp,
We are now in the lasgt eight months, so the acting President while T am

on leeve will be lr Hafericamp,

For the situation created by the President's resignation, on the
other hand, the Treaty ituelf mekes explicit provision, Article 14 of
the lMerger Treaty requires the Member States to appoint a new President
after consulting theVCOmmission. This is quite spart from the matter of

appointing someone to succeed me as Italian member of the Commission.

Such ig the legal background to the arrangements for ensuring that

in eny event the Commisesion continues to funetion smoothly. -

C. I now turn %o the political background against which my resignation
is toking place, The background is one not of crisis dbut of manifestly
increasing strength for the Community., To the great satisfaction of ug
all, we are about to witness the establishment of the institutions of the
Community of Ten. And to the attainment of that goal, so all-important
for the future of united Burope, the Commission has cortributed to the
full,
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In these past two years Buropean unification has gone forward faster
v

Lid

than over before.  Inlargement; for which Inrope's democrats hzve hsen

Qs
s
S

struggliﬁg'for'sd 1oﬁg, hes been secured = and the role the Commizsion
has pleyed in that can be denied by none. The decision has been teken
to establish economic end monetery union by the end of the decade - and
taken on the basis of the Commission's proposals, those proposals which
have sometimes been criticized but which did after all consciously set
out to make possible an agreement otherwise impossible, Only a week ago
“the first major step was taken in this direction - again on the basis of
our politically realistic proposals. For the first time ever, the
Community has begun to take its stand as a Community in international

monetary affairs,

hen agéin, in these same two years, o start has been made on
political cooperation, which after all manner of debate and argument had
never got off the ground in all the time since 1963, But in contrast to
what was plenned then, this cooperation is now being put in hand not outside
the Community institutions but in collaboration with them. It is true that
we have not achieved all we sought in this respect, but it can be reckoned
an undoubted political success that the Commission hae been assigned a part

in the preparation of the Kuropean SBecurity Conference.

As to the Community's external responsibilities, it was the
Commission, as long ago as lact March, that first proposed the
comprehensive multilateral negotiations which are to take place in 1973
to restudy the whole complex of international economic relations -~ an

event wrongly termed a '"new Kennedy Round'.
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_of the Summit right from the start. -

leaving
~played;

effect,

ime the- Gnmm sion has been in o

[

till less
. It is just a straight statement of fact showing

“The account I am giving you is not a report,

paecan of triumph.

- you what we ‘have done togefher:for the European cause in these two

years, and where it has brought us.

It is my firm conviction, thercfore, that the Commission I am
i8 not one whose strength is failing but one that has
and ‘I am sure will cohtinue to play,xto solid practical

its full part in initiating political action,

I was chosen to serve on the Commission as a politician, and

a politiciaxn I have remained in [y post as President, I consider

:'1t to be for ithe pood of an institution such as the Pommlss1oq,

that

na*+ional politicians should be able %o accept Comunnity political

since the BEuropean Parliament is still not directly ele nted,
appeintments and return thereafter to play their full part in

political affairs in individual Comrunity countries.

It was on this basis that I accepted the two-year appoiniment

as Presicen®t of the Commission, and on this same busis I have now
doﬂidﬂd, giVen fhe gxcepi
date of ilhe Ita1 Lan elections, tha+ to my great regret I must cut
short my term of cffice I give the louse my solemn word that I
will in the years ahead continuc my poiiﬁical‘work for the greatb

democratic objective of united Burope.
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© " biscours de i, Franco ilaria {lalfatti .~
. Président de la Commission des Communautés suropéennes

Do devent e PARGHIANT sUROPH, & Strasbourg, le l4 mars 1972, .
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tous les éclaircissements nécessaires.

J!ai'été nommé Président de la Commission'pouriune périodg de deux ans,

e Pour ma part, j'ed accente cette chargc pour une pprlode de deux ans, en

”:declarant des l@ debut qu'an terme. de ma pr031dence, Je rev1endrals en Italle pou;

Vroontlnuer ma. batallle pollthuea,;g

,;m J'estlme que la Comm15s1on, qu1 constltue 1e moteur de 1a constructlon CPES .
ropﬂenne, eouvrant en collaboration avec es autres 1nst1tut10ns oommunautalres éﬁfa
,;;avec toutns 1es forces de nos pays, est uno 1nst1tutlon pollthue chargee de téchxn:;
“bien prqclses : formuler des propos1tlons de. nature A falre avancer la constructwoﬂx'
communautaire et défendre les traités, Afin que son role pollthue 501t malntenu,

il eqt neoessaire que st hommes pollthues soient préts a mﬁiaire partle° ‘Pour

;:_lque cela se reallse, donﬁ dans 1'1nteret de 1'1nst1tu+1on elle—meme, i1, est neoes—ﬁf,
salro que ces hommes politiques pulssent contlnuer 3 aglir comme tels aprés avoir

fait partie de 1la Commission.

- J?eStime;,eﬁ dﬁtre, que la lutte péur la construction européenne n'est
ﬂf;;;,;} il'apanagé'exoldéif de peréCnne, ni d'un homme, ni d'une institution, mais que cette
i | lutte doit au contraire 8tre menée par tous les citoyens, par toutes les forces pow
litigues. et sociales, par toutes les institutions nationales et communautaires. :
Tellerest la condition de notre réussite, Telle fut ma premiére dsclaratlon au - ann

©-.lement-uropéen; le & juillet 1970.

p- Quand, il y a deux ane 1'acceptal ma nomination. de Président de 1a Commige _}

’ iSlon, Je ving & Bruxmlles pour servir la bauye euroPeenne. En retournant 2 la v~'

-

ipolithue nationale, Je oompte nouvoir oontinuer a servir, dans les- annees a, venlr L

:f,la oause europgenne, qui est @galement 1ndlssoclab1e des 1nterets fondamentaux dnrgf

mon pays, ‘comme de ceux des” autres pays de 1& Communauté,
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on pays;. ji&ifdﬁ,ren01cer & tormi

rals pluq A 1a vie oommunautalre a pwfhlr du- ?9 mnru;'daﬁe
 ;danp71a oampagne ﬁleotorale.z

‘,;;;;,;'j@,-— A partwr de.co 1our et Jusqu'd la nub11vatlon du. és t des. 5160u10ns, 1ev

£ mal, je serai en conge.

_.sultat des GlOCtlano(J

Le  mai, je remettrai ma demluulon, qunl que soit le re—

al, en_tout Ptat de cause, dega remls &- 1a deU

051t10n des
gouvernements mon mandat pour le cas’ ou Veux-cl pourv01era1ent 3 cette nomlnat~
avant le O mai,




»’vuudr%ls mainte snant i 6T au. clai

ma dem1551on ef feotlve Jarce qup, Jusqu'a oette dabe5 la sliuan'f"

es+ reple par 1o reglement 1nter1eur de la Commlsglon, qui~ prev01t gufen

681gne pav ledlt réglementg

uette dé31ﬁnatlon g ef;ectue suy - 1a bqse d'un critére de rotation

leé par 1a Comm1531on an-début de son mandat. Nous divisfmes les 24 mois

pravv our ma prnslaenco en tr01& pérwodes de huit m01s7 en commengant par”

1e v1ce~pre81dent hanshol en poursuivant par le vice-prézident Barre ¢ en

vfermlvant par°

f vwce—pr631dent Ha;srkamp. Nuas rouq trouvons ma¢n+onant

dans les hult derniers mois, et par conséquent les Hnctions de président

'seront exerc»es pendant la durée de mon conre par la v1oe—ﬁre31dent Haferkamp,

La situation qui résulte de la démission du président est en revanche

.expressdment prévue par le traité. L'article 14 du tralte do fu31on des execu—

tife fait obllmatlon aux Etates membres de nommer un nouveau pr931dent aprés B

consultatlon de la Cormission. Cette obllgatlon est 1ndependante de mon rem-

placement en tant que membre 1tallen de la Commlssn.on° Telle est la situa—

~tion- JurldLUU° dont decoule le mécanis me qui assure en tout état de cause le

bon.:onctlonnement de la Commissiona

Co 'J‘éniViens maintenant ‘& la situation politicue au moment ol se situe .

ma- démigsion. Ce moment n'est pas marque par wne crise de la Commwauté, mais

par son renlorcement 1ndub1table. A notre"satlsfactlon generale rious sommes
3 la vellle de 1a créatlon de° 1nst1tutlons de la Communauté & dix. Pour
parvenlr & ce but, qul est capital pour l'avenlr de 1'Burope unwc, la Commis—~

510n a apporte sa plolne contribution.
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*l’elarg;paement ‘des Commuman

”fuonz”bwtrues ‘Aepuis dest %qnégi’l§s7f0§cgﬁ595

ae 1la Comm1351on ne peut 8tre. neconnu par

l'unlon ¢conomigue et monétaire danu les

- f.Vel C a;été prise'sur la basc-de nos propositionsy

—Ff¥—~'w~p&rf0is criﬁiquéesgrmais—qui»tendaient”consoiemment 4 rendre possible un accord
, qu

leanohz 1e premior pas déecigif

sans cela Et 8, il y a wne semaine, nous avons.

By nut eLe 1mposblb1°

“dens cette Nlroomlon ! est encore une- ;013

sur la base de nos propositions réalistes. P01r la premiére fois dans non hig-
t01re, la Commun@ut- a commencé & DI endre en gon nom propre une p031tlon 1nd1—,"

_vidualisée sur la scéne monétaire. 1ntarnatlonwle.

Ces deux annéas ont vu mettre en route le processus de coopération

"}}}pollthue qulg apres maintes discussions, n'était jamais parvenu A prendre .

N

.son- essor dopuls la 101nta1ne amnée 1963, Mais,; & la différence des plans. -
fietablls alor&? ce proccssus a Ceoutc augourq'hul, non pas en-cehors aes ins
»i}tltUilOlS commhnautanres, mais en coo -ratlon avecrqelles—c1. Il,est vra;rque ¥

nous n'avons pas atteint tous nos obgectifs'dané ce dnmaine,'mais clest un

'succes 1ndu01table que la Commission ait &té asscciée aux travaux pour Ja pre—

paratlon de ‘la Conxorence gur la sdcurité europbennc.,

Sur le plan dec responsabilités extérieures, c'est 4 la Commission

que revient le mérite de 1'initiative qui a consisté & proposer; et cela depuis
- mars dernier, la grande négociation multilatérale de 1973 pour la revision des
',Tul&thna eoonomlques 1nternat10nalos, que l'en CUullfle 1mproprement de "second

: Konncdj Rouna"

Enxln, c n 'est pas la premigére f01s gcpuls la naissance de la Commu~
aute que ‘les ohels d'Etat ot des gouvernements se réunissent; mais c'est
'1a,prem1ere fois qué la Commission est associde dds le premier instant & 1la

préparation de la rencontre au sommot.



“ o ‘quo jo-présente 1ol n ot pas w bilan éf”éﬁCOrélﬁéiné:ﬁﬁéfméﬁi;rt '

s

>iest&iior dea. trianhallqme, ¢! ast e contribution objective e,jé,lﬁespéra,a»

dont 1'objot est de Taire le point de ce gue nous avons fait ensemble durant .

: "céS'ﬂéuk‘annéésrétﬂdé ﬁﬁéciSér,dﬁ,nbqusbmmésfparvenus;

i J'dl par conséquent 1& conv1ct10n profonde de ne pas laisser une Com~
i31on afPaib11e, mwls au uontralre an ComMIESan,@ul ) asdum¢, et~ qul, 3! en
suis certa1n, contlnuerd d'a»sumer correctement et pleinement son r8le de pro-

moteur d'initiatives politiques.

J'al ét¢ désignd pour falre partie de la Commission en tant ‘quthomme
politique, je suis rostd tel dans ma responqablllte de président de la Commission,
Ju crois qu’ il est de lflntérét d'une 1net1tut10n comme la Commission, en 1'ab-
serce d'élection du Parlement européen au sorutin direct, de permettre & des
hommes politiques nationaux d'assumer des responsabilitds politicques communau-

“taires, afin do s'intégrer de la sorte pPleinement dans la vie politique de

chacun des pays membres de 2a Communauté.

Clest dans ces conditions que j'ai accepté le mandat de deux ans 3 1la
présidence de la Commis ssion, et c'est dans ces conditions que j'ai pris, devant
1e fait cxceptlonnol des elections antlclpeeo en Italie, la d891310n,d'abréger,
“& mon ‘grand - regret mon mandat de président de la Commission, L'engagement que
Je prends devant cette assemblée est de poursuivre, dans les anndes 3 venlr,

'mon actlon pol1t1que en faveour du grand objectif démocratique de 1° Europe unle.'






