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SUMMARY OF AN ADDRESS BY MR, P.J. LARDINOLS, MEMBER (‘)‘v‘ THE

COMMISOLON OF i RUROPMAN COMMUNL T1aG , AT dHE  GONGRESS
OF WIRST GRRMAN ACGRLCULTURAL LMD CREDIT r*c,xmc;)ﬁmm ,,3
’ WIRSBADEN, 20 MAY 1974 o

Burope 1s expericncing its worst crisis aince the establishing of the
Buropean Commnitics. We no longer hear about o temporary stagnation in the
process of Buropcan intcgration but, rother of a process of dissolution which
touches on the very foundations of the Community, namely the customs union
and the common agricultural policy., TFurcope is increasingly presenting a
picturc of disunion both cconomically and politically.

Every political lecader swears hy the necessity for a BEuropcan policy and
joint solutions to get out of the present rut but so far political boldness
and inspiration have heen lacking. As pointed out by Mr, Lardinois, this
lock of boldness, together with political and cconomic instability in the
varjous Member States, has had a paralysing cffect on the funotioning of
the Community institutions.

In comnection with the measurcs taken by the Italian Govermment to improve
the country's balance~of-poyments position; Mre Lardinois reminded his
audicnce that the Council of Ministers had given the Furopean Commission

he responsibility for sceking a joint solution to the Italian problem.

Mr. Loardinois was happy to note that so far no Member State had resorted to
nationalistic counter measures.

He stated his conviction that all Member States firmly belicved that the
common agricultural policy must not be abandoned. In this comnection, he
stressed the political and cconomic significance of the rccent decisions on
priccs which could still be made effective within the required time-linit

in spite of all difficulties (monctary developments, state of world markets,
cnergy crisis) and in spite of the additiocnal burden of the British request
for "renegotiation.

Without a cemmon agricultural policy European integration had no chance of
survival., The European Commission, and not lecast Mr., Lardinois, would not
allow themselves to he discouraged by the setbacks which had to be accepted
for the present. On the contrary, they would put forth every cffort to
continue to improve and consolidate this peolicy. Mr. Lardinois cnnounced
proposals in respect of market structure and the implementation of the guide-
lines for agriculturc in upland and less-favoured regions.

Turning to the free movement of goods within the Community, Mr. Lardinois

said that the Community was often unjustly accused of having a mania for
harmonisntion. The approximation of legislation was not an end in itself,

and nobody had the slightest intentiorn of changing pcople's enting and
drinking habits. However, the harmonisation of legislation was a prercequisite
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' i71ig1d the Buroy

,vin* ﬁll bﬁr?lﬂ ;ﬂtgrintr*#cﬁdmuniiy"mmvc;r vt
cnn Commisaion hal reoontly tukon two import ﬁut"iﬁiif,
—Lilﬂtlv,,u seiontifioc committoe for foodotulfs had beon st up ond, secon
n p%ugoaﬁl had been forwnrded to the Council Ziving a ”+rxct timets %1@ fur
“loyg ~appro%1ﬁai1nn within the coming yoear in tho fiold f Lowe governing

'vnta,lnnry mvdaainu, plant: ?“Otﬁcilon and aninal L 41n ,tufﬁne

"Iﬂrdlnols;m;ntlunhd thﬂt tho Fi@nb et btumbiln bxsck to A 1ntxin1ng
vaoity of the commen agricultural pnllcy infiumuiasn was theo abscnce
cnmwrannmtad monatar Y pollcy in Burope Tho  sums. that had to bo paid
out as a result in the way of currency conversion compensa tloh in-the agrie-
culburad-. sphave. worewhakirig: the application of the. sys shei.more and more
~diffdeult. and. eumxu&mwmdaiui;ﬂ.a.u@ulck.nA d;gip;jly QhJi gompetition.
But this wAbﬂnmproblau.whmch"Minlsmm;:Libx Agrionlinre. could not solve on
their own.  The holp of. Bhdogo ugnnmgnfs*.pdrilou}drly of their Finance
'anlaterg, was o -sinc qua non 1nrthb soarch for a bolutlon to. this problem.

V.Finqily;‘ﬁr Lardinois announéed that the Europenn Commission was shortly to
raport to the Council of M1n1°ters ‘on the effects the energy crisis was
_having on markbi gardenlng and’ agr1oulturﬁs In order ‘to counteract the .
;:problbm arlunng out of this crisis, ‘new, onernymsav1ng production and pro- '
‘cessing methods' would havc o ba' dcvulOped ‘The Commlsszon would be sube -
mitting relevant propo al Jn thn ncar Iutureo : :
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