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- On 15 June 1974, Profcesor Ralf Dahrendorf, Member of the Comn:&s’on 7
“of the'Europeau Commun1u1cn, gave the Commoncement Address at hmlamaz
College, Mxoh,, USA (where he was awarded the honorary degree of Docmor
of Laws) abouL rocent uovmlopmonL in Furopean—-American relations.
Professor Dahrenddrf distinguished three pheses of this relationship.

Tno firg 1 was that of Atlantic relaﬁions'in—the sbnsé of the7195os,
;Here, the fundamentam Communiiy of interest was cstzblished : a commu-
fnity founded in socio-cconomic structure and culture) values which was
exbreased in a7common'dofeh¢e pollcy in the framevork of HATO. I{ was
an established, but also acceptéd fact. that in this relationship the

US was the senior and Furope the junior partner.

'T%isrtybe of relationship remained relativdy undisputed well into the
19605; However, in the late 196os a phase of irritetions began wnich
marked a transformztion of lasting importance. Some of these irritations
were military : ranging Trom France's detachment from parts of NATO
Senator Mansfield's demends for a withdrawal of Americen troops from
Burope. Other irritations were commercizl and Tinancial : the YMills Bill"w
of 1970, the trade restrictions 15 August 1971, the XXIV, 6 negotiations
"of 1973/74 are examples. Finally, there were even political irritetions,
especially before, during and after the Washington knergy Conference of

February 1974.

One day these irritations mey well appear as the groving pains of a third
phase of Duropean-Amcrican relations, that of parinership in the full

scnse of the word : mutual respect, recognition of equal ity as well azs
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frip %heirecent Soamng-kberle tallks. Consultation smong genuirie partners

~differveonce, interdependence as woll ap independence. This is vhat
Mr. Kissinger has in mind in his specch of April 1972, and it is =

~what the Miniotersof the Ninc decided in Bonn this woek.

 Professor Dahrendorf cmphasized two aspects of the Buropeen-American
; par%ncrship7bf the 1970, One is, a working system of consultations.

“Here, he reforred to the cxample the Commission had set with reference

must not be too formal; it must allow for, indeed presuppose permanent
informal contacts on all levels. As the Buropean Community gains in

confidence, its ability to engég@ ihrsuohrcontacts will:grow.

The other aspect is one of common puppoée; The post-war world was
based on a working system of international rules guaranteed by such
agencies as the U, the TP, the GATP. These rules esre now gencrally
recognized to be in need of revision - not so far as their principles
of universal peace, of convertibility, of the free exchenge of goods
are concerned, but in the application of these principles to a new
situation. It would be to the detriment of all if at such a time the
main actors in the world returncd to bilateralism. There is & wider
‘world community which lives by the rules accepted by as meny as possible{’
It is the task of the United States and the Buropean Community to use
their common values in order to strengthen more general systems of
rules : in GATT by starting the Tokyo Round soon, in the IMF and its

' Group of 20, in the Confercnce on Security and Cooperation in Europe,
in a variety of attempts to help the developing countries, in the UN

and wherever such rules are defined.

The proof of common values lies in the common solution of important
problems;!To this, governments cen and must contribute, but it is above

all open-minded individuals who are needed to accomplich this task.
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Kalamazoo College with its trodition of international involvement has

‘made its own significant contrilation by cducaling  people 4o be cwarce of
their responsibilitics in ihe wordd end prepered to join in tho great vens

ture of creating peace not by force but by resson, respect end paliont

co~operalion.






