;ﬂ ' ;
o , &lcuLCbL nle“burc IOL me
o days it thta. Bk have the most pleasant memories o
“osome 15 years ago when 1 was Secretary of State for War
- Government . Aq a Briton how can 1 fail to remember tl
;NalLa played so heroilcally during the Sccond World War.

~ memories of many centurics of Furopean history on this Island = the
“Island- from which the Order of St John of Jerusalem spr cad its worlc

millennia lay right at the crossroads of what we thinlk of as the

Lasca-Briton but-as ‘a Durvopean that I come here today, conscious. o£ the: -

for humanity, the Island at the centre of the Mediterranean which for

~civilised worlds. 1 am deeply touched by the warm welcome ' that you are
giving me. T know that this reflects Malta's interest in the Europcanrr

 Loﬂmun1ty,dnd of course my visit here is an carnest of the interestl -
“which the Commission of the European Community has for Malta., I am .

here to celebrate with you the European Day of your great Fair, and I.
cam here to talk with you about the futurc of the close cooperation
ccthark has bbgun, and Whth WLLl I am sure intensify, between Mdlta and. .
 ouruLLvoa. . , :

It has been a ?rodb plLVLTOfé for me to play a part in the
‘external relations of the Communi ty since its enlargement 18 months

ago. - It has in many ways been a very difficult LLme for the Community.

We have not over these 18 months been able by any means to achieve
~everything that we set out to do, either in advancing our own
- integration on the continent of Europe, ox din developing our relat10n~

ships with the rest of the world., We have behind us a hard winter in

swhich-cur nation states found their unity sorely tested by the
’édonomic and commercial storms thcH struck the world.

IhdL was: frustrating for us in ‘the Luxopean Community. It must

cworld.s But the difficulties - di fficul ties within our Member State
differences between them, and their manlfold different historical and
economic ties with- countries beyond Lurope's shores -~ are ones which

you, who- have so much of European history behind you, will be able

iuily to applLCLdtL. We in the Commission are for our part determined
to'do all:in our power to help our Member States to overcome them and:
to speak with a common voice and to act in common: accord towards the

rest of the world.

Inceed I bOLlpVL that over the past two or threo months -we have
seen signs of new efforts being made by new leaders, particularly in-

Ggrmdny and TI'rance, -Lo overcome these difficulties and to move forward

- in the construction of Furope and in Lhe buL]dlng of bridges beLweLn
,,Luropc nnd her neighbours. :

S i A fow words then Mr. Challman, on the ﬁcncral direction in
" which we have worked ovox the past 18 months, and on the progxcss we -
: ,hdve made in our c\Lcrnal rolatjons.j>j , , : il

: Clucla] to the future of the wor]d's econonmi.c qyutem at a LLme
'ffwhcn ther ;arc such dark clouds overhano;n it is the preservation-

“Jand lndccd

“‘also, l know, have been frus strating for our. partners inthe rest of the'
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¢ _701 Lo deOT nc&ot
Al ,no*Lo compcn £ V[j,vf‘ who EGJL th
woul.d adversely. aLfO" _r' 'f” Ing adva
other the multilateral: nepotiatic thc’_
Tokyo Last September to lower barriers Lo erdo on a wur; ]
C The first of these. gotiations is no»rv11tudlly concluded tor th
_satisfaction of our pa vitners and ourselves,  For the second, we

=~ obtained. lLast stmmer the agreement of all our Mombér'StaLo :Lo am.--

overall approach, which in effect constitutes the ‘outline of a ' .-

negotiating positions. It is our hope that the United States Trade -

. Reform Bill will soon buicndctcd 80 Lndt thc e lmportanLiucgoLlaLLons
can. get undor way. , el o :

: In our . WLdLr rclatlons w:Lh the UnLLed SLQLL thoro were some
fdgcp and rather noisy disagreements in the: winter.. We have worked
hard, on both sides of the Atlantic, to contain and overcome those
disagrecements. Of course we Lannot prccr to agree on everything -
our LnLLEG“tS, after all, are far from identical in ‘many:spheres,

~ But what matters is LhdL we should be able to speak: frankly but with-

out resentment, understand each otlier, and put our common interests -
first - for Lhoy are vastly more important than our sources of dis~.
agreement. In the fields that lie within the competence of NATQ and
‘the European Community-as suchy, I feel that is the sort of working
‘relationship we have achicved. In the broader aspects of foreign =
policy which do not come, as ‘it were, under the Community umbrella, S
much remains to be done - but this presupposes the European political. -
‘will and the political methCLy to concert our. own foreign policies
effectively, and the underctanding by the US that. their rCldLlOHSth

owith Luropo will, in the nature of things, be of a different chalactcr 

to what they thG been accus Lomgcl to with individudal member countrigse’

S In our relatioﬁs with Iastern Burope, the national trade
treaties will expire at the end of the year and the Commission is
“ready to nCUOLlaLC new  trade treaties on a Community-wide basis. S
CoopcraLLon agreenents ramaln-in force on a bilateral basis; but the
Council has agreed that in future, both in making new agrecments and
in implementing existing ones, our Member States will c]osgly consult
~ecach other to ensufe’t}aL our common interests are preserved., -

Where the third world of developing countries is concorncd
the original Community has long had an Association WLLn certain
countries, partlcularly in francophonc Africa. As a result of :
enlargement, we are now negotiating with over forty States - the whole-
of Black Africa, and the Commonweal th countries ‘in-the: Caribbean, the
Indian Ocean and the South Pacific - for a new Association Agreement
that will dnclude trade and aid - and institutional mechanisms - and -
also, we hope, a scheme for stabilising export receipts for certalnr
raw materials. : : : ,

But ‘our concern for the developing world extends a great deal
bcyond these forty-odd-countrics. We were the first to institute a .
system of goncrr]r sed preferences for the industrial products of the-
“developing world and for some of its agricultural products as well.

. In particular, under the Joint Daclaration of Int ent made by all our

Nine Member States when they signed the enlargement Treaty, we
“promised to extend and htxcnthcn our trade relations with the :
conmtries of the Indian sunconLlnouL and of “South East A)Ja, and to. - -
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o ] ry = are the oil- ~producing ‘countries
ijdeLL EasC and the uoth’o[ Africa. Their populations . ofiten st
~“have a- ]ow;stdnuard of 11VLng in- maLorLdL termss - But their countr es

~owill now be cxccodanTy rich, and they have already-demonstrated.
Cthe world the enormous ‘political and well as economic: power which

- ~their control of so important a part of the world" 0il supplids hag

. put into Cheir hands, It was one of the difficulties: for. the CommunLty

clast winter that we had never as a Commumnity, ddoptoa a common energy
policy-. though the founders of the Community in- the- 19508 had seen

-this as one OL the great tasks the CommunLLy Was- to accompllah,ﬂ Ve

_had also not, ‘in the first. year. of the existence of the enlarged :

: :ComvunLtv, doveLoped a.concerted: dialogue WLLh the Arab States = some
S of whom are our HCLgnbours across the Mediterranean and with: all of -
whom we have in. the past had so much contact of history and culture,

"and WJLh whom we have so many LﬂLLJP‘tS in. Common Lodajo,

7 That is soxolhnnﬂ we are now. mOVJno 1r1i_o0 The flrst official
contacts on a mulLLlnLO al basis between: Lhc Nine members of the £
: CommunLty on-the one gide, and rnp Arab states on the other will take B
“place in Paris at. the vud of this month. I need scarcely insist that
“this-dialogue is not directed agaLuut anyone. It is a dialogue which
Cour rT‘“nda elsewvhere agree ought to be developed, for it is in the
;political and economic JnLLLusL of the world that two arcas that are ;- =
7 so-intimately dependent one on the other should sesk Fo cooperate Lo
.o rthe utmost. We will have a full agenda to discuss on- the economi.c
o side. Energy and monetary . nroblcmg are cha}Ly crucial ¢ But so are .-
1tCCHn1LdI -cooperation, the dcvclopm nt of infrastructure and industriali
activities and a range of other topics, And in many ways of course -
“what we do with the Arab. nations clearly overlaps with what we do in !
fﬁthe Wedlunrlanean as ‘a wholc, : : SR

: it is p]LLLy well two years now since tbc Community agreed - :
‘that/i.t must have a ¢ comprehensive pochy towards the COUHLTLQb borderlng*
on the Mediterranean - -and thal of coursc includes Malta that lies -

~within this beautiful sea. Our plan was and. remains  to negotiate
agrcements [reeing the tra do between us, and to. create a framework -
of coopevation going beyond mere trade - including for the less well~ .
~endowed (OUHLTLCb Lug possibility of LLndnCLdl aid from Lhe Lomwunlty.

ST i T T

o

Sad to say it hdo taken- us nearly two ‘years to Lran,latc thl
general policy into agreement among our Member States of whalt precisely
could be offereds Nonetheless a IoanLght ago the Council- of Ministers
cof the Community at last made substantial progress and I believe that
we are well within sight now of an agreed new mandate which will cndblc
“us to start nOgOLLdLLOHn and hopc[uILy rapLd]y to conclude Lhom.
, 7 You here in MdlLa off ‘course gob in ar]y= You have already
had your association with the Comuunity since April 1971, and we ,
reodccd ounr tariffs on your industrial exports to us by /O/ at - that -
lec, We quLod that from April 1976 there should be a second step-
taken in our association to establish a customs union beotween us.,
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: nopolicy will st anLLdlly'ui,
,;Lhc second £1vq ,yuqr pOliOU in Malta's s ,
Thae COmmunL()'would clearly wvsn tbLu,as ocLatxon'wLLl
dn Line with the,drran(cmeqt it intends to offer: the:
,,1Lcrrqnuan ‘basin as a’whole, a nd I kinow that Yot Lor Your part
are very: agcr Lo extend the scope of the association. beyond the
- sphere of trade. It is perhaps: too ea rly yet before negociations
have ' gol undor'a’y to go into detail. Bul I am glad to tske thig
S opportunity to tell you- pnujlcly that the Council now secems: agreed.
oo i thatoour Associabion. will = 1ndcpendwntly of- the sccond stage = baei:
moen 'Vthendcd Lo cover not:only. trade, but economic, commercial - and o
industrial OooporatLOu as well as 101Lcu]Lural matters and. financial -
,aoulbtauce. : : o ' o e

I b“LLOVO LhaL we‘ar 'a]] LOHQC1OUS of the he avy ClOUda wnlcna'
~at the momwnL ‘overhang the world: economy «  Iforv . g COUDle at cali
point of" international - coqaunlcaL10n and trade this must bc a uoutce
of decp concern. It weighs ‘equally ‘heéavily on our mlnl ~in the :
European -Community. We will need all the ”OOdWll] and generosity of"
spirit, all the hard work and foresight vhlcn we ' can.command, o ward.
S of€ tho dangers of inflation and recession Uhat besot: us. - They may ?»

S el complicate and make more difficult the task which we hope
pursue together, towards freevr trade, technical cooperation and
financial investment iy the Crodtlou of Jobs. Dut:it Lv'e"venLL 1

: th 2t we should suﬂcoemor L S

£ , In the welcome that you have ?LVCP me, in t“e signs OLI,
e censlructive dC'.V't that I have seen on this Island, and in the
L Trade Fair waleh T Looa Lorward so much Lo visiting Lli -afternoony °
o I see a good « ururv.' Let me tnunu you again for your warm LospLL"thy
‘here and let me ask you Lo drink to peace, bequLiy aund prosperity in
Malta and on the Mediterranean shores all aboul us, andd in particular
to friends and fruitful relations between Malta and the “Buropean
Comiunity o :
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: Sp{éllnp 1n Mﬂlt@ today, Slr Chrlstophor Soamcs, Vloe~Pres1d nt of thu,f;f:
Commission, said that the CommunltJ 1ntond to de velop a- concertod dlalopue :
,w1th tho Armb SbatGSo:7 ' : .

. "I need soarooly 1n§1°t that thls dlaloguo ig not dlroctod wgnlnst anyone°
It-is a -dialogue which our frlcnos clscwherce agree ought to be doveloped for
“itois in the political and cconomlc interest. of the world that two areas. that
are so 1nt1natclj depenﬂont onc' on the other should seek to cooperatec to +hc
“utmost. We will have a full nbonda to. dlSCuS% on the cconomic side. Lnergy
and monetary problems are clearly crucial. ~Bub so are technical ccoperation,
- the development: of infrastructure,: Jou—cromtJnv lnvestmcnts, and a ronge of .
~other topics. And in many ways what we do with the Arab nations clbarly over- 2
“laps with whiat we do in the Modlterranegn as a whole." s :

~Sir Christopher, who was addressing the National Council of the Malta
~International Trade Fair, said that the overall HMediterrancan pollcy afrood
on by the Council of Hinistcrs nearly two years ago will "substantially a ffect"
Communlty thinking about tho sccond stage in uqlta's associatién,with the LEC

: "I am glad to tnke thisg onnortunltJ to tell-you publloly that thn Councll SRR

- now scems agreed that our Associntion will .- independently of the second stage = =0
“be extended to cover not only irade; but ccononmic, conmercial and 1ndustr111 co~",5'"
operation as well ag agricultursl matters ond financial assistance :

The A55001at10n Agrecement between Molta end the Community, which came into
force on 1 April 1971, prov1ue( or a reduction in the ELC tariff on Maltese

industrinl goods of /Oﬁo It .. zgreed that the sceccond stage of the Association,
“which is duc to begin in Ap: 7., should lead to the establishment of a full
cugstoms union bhetween the tw ities, Mennwhile, the Community has un11w1crnlly

'dntlonpvtgd the next rourd of turiff cuts without csking for anything in return’
Sby granting-Melta tariff preferences equivalent to those available urder the
. gqner&liscd syutom of preferences.

oy Sir Christopher Soames wnas in Malta at the invitation of the Government: -
“for talks with Mr. Dom Mintoff, Prime Ministcr, and Mr. Xuereb, Minister for
Trade, Industry, Agriculturé and Tourism ~nd to tnke part-in the Buropean ,
Day at fhe Malta Internationnl Trade Fair where exhibitions hove been organised
by the Turopean Community and by several Membor Stotes. ' S






