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In submitting to the European Parliament a report on the outcome of the
Council of the Ministers for Agriculturd, of 17 to 20th September, -
Mr. Lardinois emphasized the importance of the agreement which had been
arrived .at in thc course of this marathon session, as a result of which
the common agricultural policy would be able to'continue. We are now

in a position to rescrve all our efforts for the real debate which will
take place during December and January next, said Mr. Lardinois. " If

the reacticns of the msmber sitates to the .results of the meeting differ,
" this should come as no surprise : the differing assessments were due to
~a conflict of interests. A conflict which, unfortunately, was intensified
by the differinngayslin @hich;the economic and monetary situation is
developing in ésdch member country. With regard to the rate of 5% agrecd
byrthe'CougCil of Ministers; and which could not® satisfy everyone, Mr.
Lardinois recalled’ that the Commission would submit its proposals con-
cerning prices for the next season earlier than in previous years.

- These proposals would take into account the rise in produptibn'éqsts
which occurred-in 1973, and 1974, Furthermore, the Commission will
propose that the start .of the 1975/76 ycar for beef and veal éﬁ@‘féfﬁ
dairy products be brought}forward from 1 April to an earlier' date. As
for the monetary measures, the speéaker emphasized their importance as a
complement to decisions jon prices and as an attempt to return"to a single
agricultural market. He expressed the hope that the member gtates would,
at the time of the next negotiations concerning the Community agricultural
prices, show the political courage and flexibility necessary for further
progress : the common agricultural policy e-uld only profit by this.

Mr. Lardinois next alluded to the proposal submitted by the Commission to

the Council of Ministers to cope with the difficult sugar supply situation
which the United Kingdom is cxpericncing at the present time, mainly due :
to the stagnation of sugar deliveries under the Commonwealth Sugar Agreements .
The Commission's propdsal is based on the principle that it is the Community
which is responsible for supplying sugar to all its consumcrs. This
responsibility will also embrace the United Kingdom after the expiry datc

of the Commonwealth Sugar Agreement, i.e. after 31 December 1974, According
to the proposal the Commission would, if necessary,buy sugar on the world
market in order to guarantee supplies for the British markct at prices

around the currcat prices on the Cbmmunity markets, i.c. &t -

a price about onc third of the current world price. The net loss of such

—an operation, limited by forward sales. of Community sugarron the world
‘market, would have to be borne, by the Community as such., With this
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but: we - hav»jalﬁr dgmon ated that the common. qgrlcultur'l policy
: ,,Vﬂiford ﬂ)urrto LSUMers conuldurxblg advantages.  If the Cnmmunlfy, in the
“ . absence of -a common policy on sugar, had to provide its consumcrs with

~this cammodmLy at the current world prices, it would cost the consumecrs
#5000 million more t}x11 they sre at present paying. '
This sum is almost the LQULV J\nL of LH( balancc of payments deficit of
a country likc #rance for the yenr 1974% or the total budget fbr,thercommon
agricultural policy for 1973 in terme of dollars at the present value. On
“the other hand, the spenker added, in the past our consumers have had to
Tpay prices hipghen fﬂtn world prices. ‘For years the world pricc of sugar
was onc. third of our prlvv ,HOWQYUP, in onc jear the consumcr can, in the
present situation; save a sum equivalent to the "excess'" he paid over the
last fhrgo years ' T ' ‘ ' '

Emphasizing this positive aspect of the factor of stabilization which
the common agrioultural'pbllcy constitutes in the economy of the Community,
" Mr. Lardinois sunid that demands for a-fundamental rovision of this policy
“voiced in political circles had never been backed up by concrcte alter-
natives. Attacks. ou the "Brusscls burcsucracy' provided no-alternative,
anyhow. In ordcw to illustrate the very limitcd numbcer of thosc working
within the Compic nsion, on the common agricultural policy (580 in all -
an elite.gfoﬂﬁ very active and e£f101ont, coming from nine countries and
“having to work in six languages") Mr. Lardinois compared them with the number
of officials for vhamhe was responsible when Netherlands Minister for :
'Agrlculturx. (]? ()OO/o i S - T

As for the nécessary improvements, the speaker recalled,tﬁélmCmdrdndum

on the amendhont of the common agricultural policy, the main. point of

which was. a rationalization of costs. This would, in the first place,

hate to be dirccted towards a better allocationygf expenditures The

Commission would wclconme without the slightest hesitation thorough-going
“discussions.to attaoin the goal of rationalization.
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,PLgsentant au P rlambnt:Euﬂopesn Te 1ésu1tats“du ConSéil»dbs %inistres de

;1'A6P10u1tu1 du 17 e 20 septembre; M. Lu dirois,a'souligné'l'importanoa de

1'ascord obteru pendant:cettoe sessnon ‘marwthon  gui a permis. Ta continuation
du lm pollthuu agricole commune, Hous pouvons maintonant, & dit M. Lafd1n01a,
résern 'th“ nos- efforts pour le vrai débat qui aurs lj-u pendant les mois de
deoombM gt de janvier procnﬁlao; 81 lcs rcartlomo dano'lbs utats membres sui
leg’ rbsu1+at“ du Conseil sont leePgsn+oS, on ne-doit pas s'en étorner : los

, d1ffercnovu a'e ppreolatlon proviennent-d!un OOﬂIli d‘lntevuts, oonflnb quiy

malhbuoeu,omﬁnt,u été rendu plus intense

A causé de la manidre différonte dont

V,onluc 14731tuam10n eoonomlquﬁ et monétairs danu-chaquc pays membri.: n-co guid
- concerns l¢ pourcentage de 5 4 retenu par le Conszil des Ministres ot qui n'a
L pas pu’ uutlgfalfb tout le mondu, M. Lardinois.a rappelé qué la Commission présen-—

tera sos propositions de prix pour la campagna DfOChdlnu plus t0t que lors des
années précédentes, Ces propositions: ticndront oonptﬂ de l'auvgmentation des colts
de production intervenue on 1973 et 1974, En Out'c, la Commission propossra que.

bovine soit avancé du ler-avril & une date. antéricure, Quant aux mesurces moné—
taires, l'oratcur a souligné leur 1mp9ltanou,en tant que complément des décisions.
sur les prix »t on tant qu ’"1for s pour rotournor vers un marché agricole unique..
I1 a exprimé 1'espoir que lors des prochaines négociations sur les prix agricoles.
communautaires lLes Etats membres feront preuve du courage politique et de la

“souplesse nécessaires pour feire des progrés supplémentaires : la politique

agricole comnune ne poupfﬁlc qu'°n profitern,

- Enguite M., Lardinois o évoqué,la proposition que la Commission a soumise :
au Conscil des Ministres en vuc de faire > face: aux difficultés d'approv1510nnumonti

en sucre que connalt actucllement le Royaume-Uni surtout 3 cause de la stagnation

des livraisons de sucrce sous le "Commonwealth Sugar ngrugmmnt” La propogition

~faite par la Commission reposc sur le principe que c'est la Communauté qui ost

responsable de 1'spprovisionnsment en sucrs do tous sas congommateurs, Cette
rosponsabilité s'étondra égﬁlﬂmcnt au Royaume-Uni aprés l'expiration du "Common-
wealth Sugar Agrecmont", clest-d-dire aprps 1c 31 décembre 1974, Sclon la prono—
sition, la Communauté achétureit, si nécessairve, du sucre sur le marché mondial
pour garontir l'approvisionnement du mxrohﬂ britennigque a des prix sc situant
outour des prix actucllement valables sur les marchés commmautaires, soit & un o
prix qui st cnviron un tiers du prix mondial actucl, La perte nette d'une tollo
opération, limitée par uns vente 3 terme de suchrcommunmutaire suir 1o marché.

mondial ,duvralt Gtroaportéc per la Communautd on tont que tells. Par-cette
Propos 1u10n, a dit M. Lardinois, nous n'avong pd" sculement donné une solution
communautaire & un probléme d'epprovisionnoment gu d'un de nos pays membres

mais nous avons également démontré que la pollnlquu agricole commune fournit
des avanteagss considérables & nos congommatours, Si la Communauté, en 1'abscence B
d'unc politique commune du sucre; davait fournir ce produit A sos cong ommntﬂh”%”7
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Caunprix. mondlul}uctuel, c 1a'1“ cofttcrait 5 milliards dc dollars ‘plus cher
podent & présent, Cetto somme reprémente presque- Lo déficit de 1o

5 peicmentes dlun pays comme la France pouz” Ttannée 1974 ou le-budge
total do la: polaulquu agricole comminz pour 1975 cxprimé on dollars actucls,
;D'autvg part, ajouté 1'orateur; nos consemmaicurs ont A payer dans 1o passé
un’prix plus ,lcve que 1o prix mondial, Pendant des annédes, lo prix mondiazl du
‘suche rep:écgulmlﬁ un tiers du ndtrc, Cepondant 1o consommatucr peut i une
Bsoula fﬂnnéé} dens la ¢ onJonctu 3 ﬂofufllo;féCOnOmiscr un montant égel & cuoou'il
,(a,pqvp ”de t”ou“ ponda nt tr01ﬁﬂmnn 228,

Soull }anb ool aspcot pos iﬁif de 1 ﬁwaillssuton que constituce la politicque
”*ﬁﬁrlcolu commune dang 1'économic do la Communeuté; Hi. Lardinois o déclard que -
“los dpm@ndug pOU“ unb'rcv151on foldumenbmlb do cette politique dnoncée dans dos
- milicux pollthu 25 n ont jamais été accompegnées d'alternatives réclles, De toutes
fagons, dos attaquos contre 11”buru uéﬁéfii‘dﬁ”ﬁ? xclleg no-constituont aucuns

. alternative. Pour mettre en évidence 1'amplour trdés linitéc deos effcctifs do 1o

~ Commission fraveillant pour la politique agricole comiune ()80 an tavalw Mun

-~ corps. d'élite trés actif et efficacce, venant de ncuf pays ot devant traveiller

 banlArlPﬂﬁueS”) M. Lardinois los. o comparés auw nomor: des fonctionnaires dont il
ait la '“espo sabilité cn tant cquo mlnlbt“ néerlendais de l'Agricultura (12,000).

, Qu%nt aux ambllO"qt101 ¢cegsaires, 1'orateur ari pnul' 1l¢ mémorx andum sur

]'anuaggmcnt de 1&'p0llblquu agrloo]b communv dont le point central était unc

rationaligation des colits, Celle—ci devra-en tout premier lieu viser une meilleurc

~allocation dos dépenscs. Des.discussions publigues ¢t fondamentales pour atteindre

le but do la rotionalisation scront accucillies favorabliment par la Commission -

et sans la moindre réscerve, ' L ' o :






