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" The Luxembourg Government is aware“df{thé*paramdunt
1mportance of this Conference and if Mr Thorn's work on the
United Nations General Assembly had not kept him in New York,

he would himself have spoken here. The‘Conferencé opening

here today is destined to become one of the’major events of

our time., It provides us with a unique opportunity to restore
order to the world economy and to draw up a new framework for
relations between the industrialized and the developing world,
It represents, moreover, an historic innovation in the |
political and economic. relations of the international community.
By enabling all partiesvto express their widely differing
aspirations and interests, this anferenée'will provide an
example for posterity. It is our fervent hope'that‘it will
succeed in prov1ng that, in the last an91y31s, only by loyal
and open co-operation can our peoples attain a number of
objectives which will be decisive in brlnglng about a prosperity
more fairly shared among the peoples whom we represent,

The responsibility weighing upon the COuntries here
assembled is thus immense, for theirs will be the task of
laying down the new approach which must in the future characterize
their relations: one which will bring about conditions that are
more equitable for all concerned. In other words, the Conference
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will have to find the vago and mnanu 01,ﬁaio~uara 11
‘parties' econonic and ln@usUrlal pote ntlﬁl, bcnrlnr in mind
the need to ensure a;ia;rer unlveroal sharing of income,

It follows from the interdependence of the countries

here represented that our reoponolblolty must likewise be
collective, During the coming Lonuhs, we shall all have to
display gOOudlll, unuor tanding end 1nwblnation. Only thus

can we achieve a pos 1t1ve outcome to the dlalogue on vhich
vie are embarking today.

Preparatory work on this Cbnféﬁbﬁoe - for the conception
and conduct of which we are doeply 1ndeoted to +the Prc ident
of the Frcncn Republlc and to our: hoct Government - has enabled
us to define a number of horkl 10 toplcs.~“ffo*

The choice of four themeo, on whlch Commxtteco more
specialized and select than our Llnlstarlal I‘ueetm'r today
will be working, cannot merely be con51dered as a diplomatic
‘result of the preparatorJ phaoe, whlch 1nvolved two meetings
attended bj number of those now pre°enb. It is, rather, a
logical classification based upon established factse.

If we are to get'theVWOrld economy to function smoothly;
if we are to achieve a form of economic development consistent -
with the interests of both indusirialized and developing -
countries, then we shall have to share information, so that
we can jointly assessfand‘idehtifyvthe essential cnergy
'problems, so that we can work out hard and fast arrangements
- for international co-operation and, above all, make better use
of our current and foreseeable resources.
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It should be po 31blo 00 %o organ: e‘thé'eyploitatﬁon
of and 1nTcrndulond1 trqde in rav nater als as to eliminate
the tensions and ulytortlons Wnlch ;*1f there is no agreement
at international lcvel - w111 1nev:tably jeopa ralze the
essential equ:llbrlum betmeen“the varlous categorleg of’
interests 1nvolved., i | |

The'Durébean conomlc Comm~ 1ty3isbprepared to assune its
responQ1b111tles in- this reopéeu;and the speeches which
Ir Rumor and jth o Ortoll have 3ust ma&e bear witness to the open
. mind with vhach we are tacklln@ the subaect. .In this connectioa
I would remlnd you of the w1111ngneus to innovate constantly
evinced by the Communlty 1n'its relatzons w1th the developlng s
cowntries, | Tl SR A

The problems to be deal,;' ] ”ere are 1ndeed Weﬂlon and
'solutions will nol be eas1]y 1oun . Far from be1n~ discouraged =
by this, the international comwunlty should ve strengthened in
its resolve and will - I am sure - be spurred on to achieve
positive results commcnsurate wlth our asplratlono.




