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Prcposal for a
COUNCIL DECISION

adopting a speclfic research and development programme
in the fleld of Life Sclences and Technologies
for Devaloping Countr les
(1990-94)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty estabilshing the Eurcpean Economic
Community, and In particular Article 1309 (2) thereof,

Having regard to the proposai from the Commlssion,(1)
In cooperation with the European Par|iament,(2)

Having regard to the oplnion of the Economic and Soclal Committes,(3)

(1) 0J No C
(2) OJ No C
(3) 0J No C
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Whereas by lts Declslon 90/221/Euratom, EEC{4), the Councl|! adopted a
third framework programme for Community activities In the fleid of
regsearch and technologlcai development (1990-94), specifyln. Inter alla
the activitlies to be pursued in the area of I|fe sclences and
technologles for developing countries; whereas this Decislon should be
taken In the llight of the grounds set out In the preamble to that
Declsion;

Whereas Article 130k of the Treaty stipulates that the framework
programme Is to be Implemsnted through speclfic programmes devsioped
within each actlivity;

Whereas an estimate should be made of the amount of Community flnancial
resources needed to carry out this specl!flc programme; whereas the
definitive amounts will be flxed by the budgetary authorlty in iine
with the flnancial perspectives covering the period 1883 - 1992
Included in the Interinstitutionai Agreement of 20 June 1988(5) and
with any future financial perspectives covering the perlod 1983 - 1994;

Whereae, pursuant to Article 4 and Annex | of Decision
80/221/Euratom, EEC, the amount deemed necessary for the whole
framework programme Inciudes an amount of 57 mililon ecus for the
centrailzed dissamination and exploitation of resuite, to be divided up
Iln proportion to the amount envisaged for each activity; whereas In
view of the Importance of thls speclfic programme wlthin the "Life
Sclences and Technologles" action the estimate of the flInancial
resources needed by this programme !s to be reduced by 1.11 million
ecus, which amount |9 to be allocated to the centralized activities, In
order to comply with the second sentence of Articie 130p (2) of the
Treaty;

(4) OJ No L. 117, 8.5.1880, p.28.

(5) 0J No L 185, 15.7.1988, p.33.
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YWhereas this programme must be implemented by the Commission; whereas
to help accomplish this, the Member States are bound, pursuant to
Article 5 of the Treaty, to faciiltate the achlevement of its tasks
whare necesgary, notably within a committee;

Whereas this programme must be implemented essentially by the selection
of research and daveiopment projects to enable them to benefit from
Community participation; whereas the Commissfon should sncourage the
submission of such prolects by the usua! means of publishing calis for
proposals fn the Official Journal; whereas a special procedure should
aiso be devised so as to maintain a degree of flexibility enabiing the
Commission, In the face of the continuous evolution and gradual
acceleration of technological progress, aiso to take Into conslideration
spontaneous proposals consistent with the objectives of the programme;

Whersas the projects to be carried out under the programme must be
selected with special attention to the princliple of aconomic and soclal
cohasion In the Community, the transnational nature of the projacts and
the support to be given to small and medfum-gfzed enterprises;

Whereas It Is only in the 1lght of experience gathered in the course of
this programme that the Commission will be able to propogse and the
Councli to adopt suppiementary programmes by having recourse to the
means provided for In Articles 130i, 130m or 1300 of the Treaty, If
they contribute to the achievement of the programme’s objectlives, In
accordance with the option made avaliable by Article 2(2) of Dacision
90/221/Euratom, EEC;

Whereas, In accordance with Article 130g of the Treaty, the Community’'s
activities aimed at strengthening the sclentitic and technoiogical
baels of European |ndustry and eancouraging It to become more
competitive Include promoting cooperation on research and technological
deve lopment with third countrles and International organizations;
whereas gtch cooperation may prove particularly heneficiai for the
deveiopment of thlis programme;
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Whereas it ls necessary, as Annex ii to Declislon 90/221/Euratom, EEC,
provides, to Increase cooperation between European sclentlsts and those
from developing countries In order to facliltate complementarlty of
research and methods and to improve access to the different networks of
sclentific relationships establlshed by the Member States with the
developing countries In the areas of agriculture and heaith; whereas
this programme should have as its aim to promote development of the
research capaclity of these countries while encouraging the
strengthening of that existing In the Member States; wherezs special
ruies shouid bs drawn up for the dissemination of knowledge resulting
from the Implementation of thils programme;

Whereas the Scientiflc and Technlcal Research Commlttee (CREST) has
besn consulted,

TF
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HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:
Article 1

A speciflc research and technologlcal dsvelopment programme for the
European Economic Community In the fleld of |(ife sclences and
technologies for developing countries, as deflnad In Annex |, Is hereby
adopted for a pericd of five years as from 1 January 1990.

Article 2

1. The Communlty funds estimated as necessary for the executlon of the
programme under this Declslon amount to 111 milllon ecus. Of this
amount 1.11 miillon ecus la drawn for the centrallzad dissemination
and exploltatlon of results, The amount thus reduced to
100.89 milllon ecus includes gtaff costs which may not exceed 5%.
An Indicative breakdown of expsndlture Is set out In Annex |].

2. Should the Coluncl! take a decislon In Implementation of
Article 1(4) of Dec¢lelon 90/221/Euratom, EEC, this Declslon shall

be adapted to take account of the abovementloned decislon.

3. The budgetary authority shall declde on the appropriations
avallable for each financlal year.

Artigle 3

Rules for the !mplementation of tha programme are set out In Annex {11.
Articlo 4

The rate of the Community fInanc!al contribution shall bs lald down In

accordance with Annex |V to Declelon 90/221/Euratom, EEC. For the

participants eotabllished In the developing countrles, a higher rats may
be approved Ih the shared-cost projects.

1T
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Article §

Durlng 1992 the Commission ghall review the programme and address a
roport on the results of the review te the Council and the European
Parllament, together with proposals for any necessary changes.

At the end of the programme the Commlisslion shal!l assess the results
obtalned. It shall addrees a report thereson to the Council and the
European Parllament.

The reports shall be drawn up having regard to the objectives set
out In Annex | to this Decision and In accordance with Article 2{4)
of Decislon 90/221/Euratom, EEC,

Article 8

The Commission shall be responsible for the execution of ths
programme. It shall be assisted by an advisory c¢ommittee,
herelnafter referred to ae "the Cummittee", composed of
represontatives of the Member States and chaired by a
representative of the Commisslon,

The contracts concliuded by the Commisslion shall govern the rights
and obiigaticne of each party, Including the procedures for
dlgsem/nating, protecting and expioiting the research resuits, In
accordance wlth the arrangements adopted pursuant to tha second
paragraph of Article 130k of ths Treaty.

A work programme for each year shal! be drawn up and updated where
necessary. It shall set out the detalied objectives and types of
projects to be undertaken, and ths flinanclal arrangements to be
made for them. The Commisslon shall make calis for proposals for
projects on the basis of the annual work programmes.

7
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Article 7

In the cases referred to In Article 8(1), the representative of the
Commission representative shail submit to the Committee a draft of
the measures to be taken. The Committee shall deilver Its cpinien
on this wlithin a time IJlmit which the cChalirman may set In
accordance with the urgency of the matter, I|f necessary by holding
a vote,

The opinion shail be entered In the minutes; In addition, each
Member State shall have the right to ask for its position to appear
in the minutes.

The Commission shall take the fullest account of the oplnion
delivered by the Committee. It shall Inform the Committee of the
way in which It has taken account of the opinion,

Article 8
The procedure lald down in Article 7 shall appiy to:

- the prenaration and updating of the work programmes referred to
in Article 8(3);

-~ evaluation of the projects referred to In point 2 of Annex b,
as well as the estimated amount of the Community’s financiali
contribution when thsse projects are submitted ithrough the
ordinary procedure referred to In point 4 of Annex {!1 and the
abovement loned amount is more than 5 mlillion ecus;

a7
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evaluation of all projects submitted through the exceptional

procedure referred to in point 4 of Annex 11, as weli as the
estimated amount of the Community‘s flnanclial contribution;

measures for evaiuating the programme.

The Commisslon may consuit the Committea on any matter faliing
within the scope of the programme.

The Commission shall Inform the Committes with regard to;

the progress of the programme;

draft calle for proposals, referred to in Article 6(3);
projects, referred to In point 2 of Annex 111, submitted
through the ordinary procedure, for which the Community
contribution Is less than § million ecus, and the results of
thelr evaiuation;

accompanying measures, referred to In point 2 of Annsx (NE ]

concerted actlons, referred to in point 2 of Annex |ii.

Article 9

in Impiementing this programme, supplementary programmes wlthin the
meaning of Article 1301, participation wlthin the meaning of

Article 130m and Joint undertakings or any other structures wWithin the
meaning of Article 1300 of the Treaty may alsc be dscided on as the
need arilees.
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Article 10

Where cooperation with third countries and International organisations
alming at achleving the objectives of this Programme requlires legal
undertakings between the Community and the third partiaes concerned, the
Comnission shali{ be authorized to hegotlate, In accordance wlth
Article 130n of the Treaty, International agreements laying down the
terms of such cooperation.

Decislons on the conclusion of such agreamsnts shal! be adopted In
accordance with the procedure referred to In Article 130q(2) of the
Treaty.

Article 11

This Decision Is addressed to the Member States,

Done at ........., civvenens For the Councll,

The Preslident

1T
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Annex |

SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL OBJECTTVES AND CONTENT

&
The orientations of the third framework programme, its scientific and technical
objectives, and the motivations which have inspired it, form an integral part of this

specific programme.

Paragraph 4D of Annex I of the framework programme jis an integral part of this

specific programme,

The programme will concentrate on two areas fundamental to the development of the
Third World i.e. Agriculture and Medicine, Health and Nutrition. The environmental
dimension, both in terms ol environmental protection and the rational management

of resources, will be taken into account,

On 1he basis of and in the light of these elements the analytical description of the

content of this specific programme is given below.

Area 1. Agriculture

Reduction of food shortages

The aim is to improve farm crop and livestock production for Jocal use in regions

where, for climatic, physical or human reasons, problems of food provision are the

first priority.
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The research will cover: the operation and dynamics of production sysiems with a
view to determining the constraints on viable and sustainable development; improving
the production of food plants, including those which, though of secondary importance
at international level, are vital locally, by, in particular, improving their hardiness and
protection and the techniques for growing, preserving and processing them; developing
livestock farming and fisheries by effective production sysiems adapied to local
conditions, by better use of local freshwater and coastal fishing resources and by
aquaculture; and restoring fragile environments in order to allow appropriate
agricultural activity there, particularly by means of reforesiation of degraded areas, the
association of trees, crop production and livestock (agyroforestry), the regeneration of

pastureland, better water management, etc,
Agricudniral produciion of high economic vaiue

The aim is to provide a scientific and technical basis for agricultural activities
(including the utilisation of the forest and the aquatic environment) that are of high
economic value at the local Jevel and for exportation in regions where there is no

substantial food shortage.

The specific objectives are, on the quantitative side: to improve plants or animal
breeds, to reduce pre- and post-harvest losses and to improve agricultural and
sylvicultural techniques and that of production systems management; and, on the
qualitative side: to enable products to comply with more and more stringent
international trade standards, to improve their market acceptability both by
socioeconomic studies of the impact of the intended improvements and by reducing
disease or damage due to harvesting, transport, packaging, etc., and to make possible

the processing of farm produce on site so as to increase its added value,

1T
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The research will cover: the main traditional export crops; the secondary crops giving

a product of high economic value which could possibly replace crops from which

narcotics are extracted; certain food products commanding a high price on urban-

]
markets or for export to neighbouring countries; the regeneration and management
of forest resources by sylvicultural improvements, and the well-planned utilisation of
forest products and by-products (resins, gums, colourants, fibres, pharmaceutical

substances); and bioenergy production.

Area 2, Medicine, health_and Nutrition

Prevendon and treatment of he predominans diseases in the developing countries

The aim is to reduce the impact of the transmissible diseases which continue to be the

miajor public health problem in most of the developing countries.

Research will focus on: perfecting new merthcds of diagnosis, using the most advanced
techniques of molecular biology and immunology; developing new medicines with the
help of innovalive straiegies for identifying biochemical targets for chemotherapy;
preventing infectious diseases not only by developing vaccines but aiso by adapting
existing vaccines to the specific needs of the developing countries. In the field of
parasitology, the emphasis will be on a multi-antigenic approach taking into account,
in certain cases, the different stages in the biclogical cycle of the parasite; the biology
of the vector and its control by combining the traditionat methods with the new ones
of molecular biology and genetics; haemoglobinoses, diarrhoea and the sexually
transmitied diseases, including AIDS, taking into account the socioeconomic context

of the developing countries.
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Healih care’ sysiems appropriate 1o the rural ar urban environment of the developing

couniries

The objective is to stucv -ays of organizing health care taking into account the
specific constraints and che socioeconomic context of the developing countries
(financial, human and material resources) and the new opportunities offered by the

results of biomedical research.

This research comprises a number of themes, such as the selection, evalvation and
validation of health strategies, the management and financing of health services, the
study of the optimum development of human resources, the prerequisites for the
transfer of existing and new technologies, and the elicidation of the factors

determining the panicipation of the population.
Murition

The aim of this research is to develop the scientific basis necessary for improving the
nutritional condition of underprivileged populations by means of a multidisciplinary
approach berween medicine, agronomy, economics and the social sciences. This
embraces research on nutritional interventions, specific shortages, and protection
mechanisms in the event of food shortage at the individual, family and community

levels,
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Annexe Il
[ ]
INDICATIVE DISTRIBUTION OF EXPENDITURES
in % for the period 1990-1994
Area I, Agriculture 63 - 69
Area 2, Medicine, Health and Nutrition 31.-37

The breakdown between different areas does not exclude the possibility that projects

could cover several areas,


User
Rectangle

User
Rectangle

User
Rectangle


1.

3.

-16 =

Annex 11

Rules for Implementing the Programme

and Actlvities for Dissemination and Exploitation of the Results

The Commisgion shall Implement the programme on the basis of the
sclentific and technical content described iIn Annex 1. This
programme concerns ail{ deveioping countrliss.

Tho rules for Impismenting the programms, referred to In Articie 3,
comprise regearch and technologlcal deveiopment projects,
accompany ing measures and concerted actions.

The projJects shail be the sub)esct of shared-cost resesarch and
technological development contracts.

The accompanylng measures congist of applying the means to ensure
proper technlcal executlon, management and evajuation of the
programme, as well as adequate disssminatlon and accesslibility of
the resuits, and coordination, tralning and conscioushess-ralsing
of the participants !n the programme.

The concerted actlons are thoss defined In the Financlal
Ragulation.

The participants In the projects must be natural or legal persons
established aither In the Community or In deveiopling countries sucn
as unlversities, research organizations and Industrial firms,
Inciuding emall and medium-gslzed enterprises, or assoclatlions
thereof, In particular European Economic [Interest Groupings
(EEIGS).

1T
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Matural or legal persons established In countrles other than
developing countrles which have conciuded agreements with the
Communlty foregeeing sclentiflc and technicai research, may, based
on the criterion of mutual advantage, take part in the procjects
undertaken In the context of thig programme. The contracting
partles under such arrangements shail not benefit from Community
funding. They shail contribute to the generai administrative costs.

The cholice of projects shall be carried out according to the
following order of priority, the flrst method being the rule, the
second the exceptlon:

The participants In the projects shali be selected on the baels of
the ordinary procedure of calls for proposais referred to in

Articie 6 (3) and pubiished In the Officlal Journal of the European
Communltles.

The Commisslon may aiso accept Pproposals according to an
excoptional procedure and under the conditions mentioned below,
when they make a particularly bpromising and significant
contribution as regards the originailty of the theme proposed, the
novelty of the sclentific and technica! approach and the
methodology of execution, ajso taking into account the partlcular
naturs of the proposers.

A favourable technical evaluation of such proposalg shall not by
itseif be a suffliclent Justiflcation for accepting a project; this
exceptlonal procedure may only apply after veriflcation that the
nature of the project, as defined above, does not Justify the use
of the normal procedure for calls for proposals.

The exceptlonal procedure must be completed before the ordinary
procadure In such a way that the avaliable amount for the
Comminity’'s financial particlpation In projects retained by the
ordinary procedurs can be determined preclisely. The closing date
for the exceptional procedure shatl| be publlished each year In the
official Journal.
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The amount of the financial participation of the Community for alli
the projects retained by the exceptlional procedure wlil be declided
each year, In reiation to the projects selected according to
particulariy strict criteria of exceilence. In any case, thils
amount may not exceed 15%; It may be revised each year In the light
of experlence.

The Commieslon ehall draw up a vade mecum setting out aii the rules
appllicable to this exceptional procedure In order to guarantee full
transparsncy.

The projects must provide for participation by at least two
mutually Independent partners established In different Member

States, as well as at least one partner estabilished In a developing
country.

Tha Commission may encourage the particlipants to form a European
Economic Interest Grouping (EEIG) or make other arrangements for
carrying out projects, such as those on a large scale, permitting
decentral lzed management adapted to the specific requlrements of
the project.

The knowiaedge acquired during the course of the projects shall be
disseminated on the one hand within the specific programme and on
the other hand by means of a centrailzed activity, pursuant to the
declslon referred to In the third paragraph of Article 4 In
Declsion 90/221/Euratom, EEC.

"This dlssemination and expioltation wlil be characterlized by the

resuits obtained being piaced directly and systematlcalily at ths
disposal of all the developing countrlies.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT

1. BUDGET HEADING AND TITLE

Subsection 6, Item B 6224
Specific programme of Community RDT activities in the field of Life Sciences and

Techpologies for Developing Countries SSTD! 1000-1994,

2. LEGAL BASE

Article 130 Q(2) of the Treaty.

3. OBJECTIVES AND DESCRIPTION
See Annex [ of the proposal.

4. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

Amounts deemed necessary in MIO ECU:

Programme implementation 109,89

Centralized action for 1,11
dissemnination and exploitation

Total 111,00

The indicative internal breakdown of the 109.89 MIO ECU for programme

implementation is given in Annex II of the proposal.
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ind’cative multiannual schedules (in MIQ ECU)

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 Total
Commitments . 32.00 323§ 23.00 22.54 109.89
Payments . 5.00 22.74 26.00 56.15 109.89

The definitive yearly amounts will be determined by the budgetary authority in
accordance with the financial perspectives for the period 1990-1992 (annexed to the
Interinstitutional Agreement of 29 June 1984) and with subsequent financial

perspectives which may be adopted for 1993 and 1994.
5. STAFF AND ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENDITURE

In addition fo the principal means of action which are contracts (annex I11), the above

amounts include programme-related siaff and administrative expenditure estimated at

no more than 8 MIO ECU.

The expenditure on staff will not exceed 5% of the amount deemed necessary for the

programme implementation. This implies a maximum of 20 statutory posts (A, B
and/or C) at any given time during the life of the programme. The infrastructure costs
related to statutory staff will be borme by Part A of the budget.

6. IMPLICATIONS FOR REVENUE

The contributions by third country contractors towards the cost of administration of

the programme will be reused pursuant to articles 27.2 and 96 of the Financial

Regulations®.

! for the payment appropriations: 1994 and beyond

? Financial Regulation of 21 December 1977, as last amended by Regulation
610790 of March 1990
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7. TYPES OF CONTROL
Control will be exercised by:
- the Programme Management Committee (scientific control);

- the services of the DG responsible for the execution of the programme, possibly

assisted by independent experts;
- the Commission’s Financial Controller.

In accordance with Article 2 of the Financial Regulation the use of appropriations will

be subject to analyses of cost-effectiveness and the realization of quantified objectives

will be monitored.

External audit may be carried out by the Court of Auditors in accordance with the

Treary.
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STATEMENT ON IMPACT ON COMPETT ESS AND EMPLOYMENT

1. The_main reason for introducing the measure

The objective of this programme is to increase cooperation in the fields of tropical
agriculture (including fisheries and forestry), medicine, health and nutrition
between European scientists and scientists from developing countries. [t enables
developing countries to benefit from the scientific knowledge and technological
developments available in the Community and encourages the strengthening of
-research capacity in both the Third World and in the Member States of the
Community. Businesses of any size will thus have the opportunity to benefit by
developing any matiers of their own choice which arise from such Community

research activities.

2. Features of the businesses in_auestion

No special features are required; the businesses can be of any size or description
relevant to and appropriate for developments derived from the preceding research

activities.

3. Obligations imposed directly_on businesses

The same obligations are imposed on all institutions participating in the programme
including: conformity of the proposed research with the rechnical annex of the
project, transnational cooperation, free site-access to Commission agents,
participation in seminars and meetings of contractors organized by the Commission,

and annual reports of activities and resuls.
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In the field of tropical and subtropical agriculture, the main focus is on new
approaches 1o the reduction of food shortages in developing countries by the
improvement of plant production, the development of livestock systeins and fish,
the research on production systems, laoking for solutions of a sustainable nature
safeguarding and restoring the environment, as well as the development of
agricultural products with high economic value in regions where food shortages are
not so severe. In the field of medical research, the main focus is on the
development of new control strategies to effectively contain the major diseases
prevailing in the developing countries. Emphasis will be on the development of new
simple affordable diagnostics and vaccines as well as on non toxic readily available
drugs. Operational research dealing with the development of Health Care Systems
adapted to the rural and urban environment of developing countries will receive
considerable attention. Nutriticnal intervention research will focus on the interface
between medicine, agronomy, economy and social sciences. The increasing
environmental problems will receive particular attention in the formulaton of

disease control strategies.

[ndirect obligations likelv 1o be imposed usiness by national, regional or local

authonties

No such obligations are foreseen following the implementation of this Council

Decision.

. Special provisions in respect of SMEs

No, as mentioned earlier

T
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6. Likelv effects on:

a) The_comperitiveness of business

As the programme is aimed at research not leading directly to new commercial
products or processes, there will be no immediate effect on the competitiveness

of business.

b) On employment

The effects on employment of 1he programme (in as much as these can be
measured) are and will continue to be of an indirect and positive nature in.the .

immediate term.

7. Consuliation of representative organjzations

The Advisory Committee for Programme Management and Coordination (CGQ)
No. 8 - Development-linked Research has been consulted during the preparation
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