POLITICAL AND

or ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMITNG:

&% AN

(SUMMARY)

Washington, January 15, 1971

aaracteristic features

Burope is still appreciable less wealthy and less developed

economically than the United States.

In 1969, cNp per head of the population in the Six ax= gcurre
prices and exchange rates was approximately 50% lower than that
the United States. Per capita energy consumption was abhout one
third that of the United States. It 1 Burope nust be
even morxe concerned than the United S id any excessive
slackening of increases in productivity and i i follows that

we have less money to spend +than the United States on improvements

where nuisances and pollution have already affected the environment.

B. Despite the very high population density in Western Europe,
the threat to the environment there is still not as great

as in the United States.

The first reason is that energy
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O correct. Moreover, Lhe sizo

“electricity networks, 1 { ices, commerce,
ervices.
leisure areas. new activities

the infrastru ctures that would rno

ariv, urban vroblems
United States. The historical
Eurcpean towns has slowed down the
Our most serious problems are congestion
tions (London, Paris, Milan, the Ruhr and the Rhine estuary) and

river or coastal pollution, particularly pollution of the Rhine, the
Y X

Channel and the North Sea coasts.

However, the most original fea*ure oF our vroblems in
Western Europe compared with the situation in the United

States is that we are divided in: tes which have

etained the essence of their

are nevertheless encaged in
which has already reached an advanced

sphere.



collsvs
Text Box


innediately affected by

legislation designed to combat
can hope to solve the problem o
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so slow in organizing thi
¥ost countries have tight
certain of the various categories o
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to coordinate action. The

created a new Minlstry of Nature and Snviron

country in EBurope today has develonal

problem, a comprehensive environmenz

The European Communities have =

in elaborating and implementing a nclicy o=

do themselves and through their ccllabor
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zations.
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tae ERC and Euratom
sponsibiliti

environment }

Buratom Treaty, however,
it pc e to establiish Community
ionizing radiationf_ Much more imgortant,
scope, are the provisions in
of legislation and abolition

the decision taken

L~ -— &L
Market, the

laws imposing safety rules for a larce

vehicles and capital goods. A gencral nrogran was adopt

19609.

The program sets time limits
for the complete elimination of
However, to prevent European econoniic
by new regulations taken in certai

trying to find remedies against pcliution,
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an 1s0 in order to secure better SO
very costly research needed must be coordinated at the Community

level. Certain research projects snould even he carried ou

The .implementa

ken by joint bodie

)

for the numerous river basins which ext-end over saveral countries.

Likewise, supervision of manufaciurers and man:
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must be undertaken in a harmonizeld manner

(4) The harmonization of fFiscal policy inside the Com munity

will take into account the possible use of tavation in order to

reduce pollution.

(5)

The Member States, regions and srovinces, towns and

municipalities will be given o

matters. Here the Community's responsibility will generally be a

subsidiary one.
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(6) Duropean policy on the environment will, however,

o cover fields other than
ilution
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distribution of economic activity ¢

(7} The Co.mhnluv will
poessible with the other internat

member countries.

This latter point is wor
The Community is not an
al type because iis

its institutions by far exceas

éommunity, for instance, can
the Member States. Another examnl ls taat not only
Commission, but alsc any citiz
Buropean Couwrt of Justice in Luxermbourg Fo: natlonal regulation
or even a lav to be declared voi i3 rgulation or law conflicts:
with Community legislation.

already permitted such regulations
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(a)  The OECD has und

trom making such studies,
work and will derive

for its own decision

GATT has undertaken
The campaign

nunber of such

the greatest
the multiplication o

to reduce or eliminat

As the Kennedy Round showed wit:
such negotiations will have much
Member States of the Communi Ty negoti

By the time the Community has wo

the common policy I referred to above,
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The urgent need for efficaciov

No task, except of course the efforts mads +to

war, is more important than that o vwrotecting the

equilibriun which has permitte develonment of 14if

surface. Like collective

o

expansicn of ocur s
carnot be sacrificed much
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security, protection of the environnent
longer to the maintenance of

The way must be

thls and other spheres long-terx task, one which

must be extended to the contrcl of novuiation growth taroughou: the

world, but we must start right away to take steps o ensur

protection against pollution dees nct turn in

foreign competition and doe

dc or of international
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