Br 'sels, 23 Octobor 1971

'dgrlngwthe buropean Parllament ES dsbat
pollLlcal unlon, Stra@bourg 20 0ctober 1971

ust. be fully mlndfui of thc ultimate political aims of the

:Community df we wish to-be able to respond to the challenges of the
present international conjuncture,. for there are facts external to the
lCommunlty,welgnlng'upon it and obliging il to accelerate its political . .
~coming of ‘age. The bipolar pattern of the past is making way for more.
flexible forms of international equilibrium.. The Community is there-

- fore confronted with ‘the need. to provide overall responses to ensure -
-the legitimate defence of the me 2mber countries' interests and to
“contribute to the es tabllshmczy of & new organlzatlon of inte rnatlonal
,relaLlons., L ' - : e

, Abdlnbt this background we must at all costs avoid the dangcr of
~-.the Community's contining itself to routine or. merely administrative =
taction din the period of transition from six to ten members., ‘Whethexr
it is a matter of improving the fabric of world trade, reforming the
monetary system, sharing resgoneibilities for defence or elaborating a
~development aid strategy, the Lommurlty must forthwith prepare. a comnon
“position. That is why the Commission, as early as 19 August last, R
7 - stressed the 1ﬂgortance of .ecalling a summit conference of Heads of

. State or Government of .the member countries and of the four candidate
countries. - Of course, this summit mecting cannot be held until the

.'a009851on treatlp ‘have boen signed and -the monetary e 1tuut10n is back
“to normal,

Such a conference would- bridge the gap between present require-
ments and the implementation of enlargement, and must therpfore proauce
the decisions needed for the reinforcement of the Community -‘in
particular scceleration of the stages 1lc rading to economic and monptary
union - and the adoption of & common position with a view to the

important negotiations with the United States and- thc pos 51b111ty of
a Buropean security conference

Of course the summit conference calls for thorough prendrablon,
and here the Commission is ready to play its part forthwith. It must
~not be forgotten that to work out a common position fundamental choices
must be made and fresh responsibilities assumed by the Buropean
countries. In other words, the Pommunlty countries must define the
practical role that Burope czn pluy and wishes. to play in the world.

Regarding the process of political union in particular, it is impor-
tant that when the next report of the Foreign Ministers, scheduled for 1972,
is drawn up, the intordependance‘ nd complexity of the problems
ting Furope should be taken intc count. Hence it would seem indispensable
thut the Commisszion be fully ;f>oglwted with-the preparatidn of the roport,

both in dits role as guardian of the Treaties and in view of its right of po-
Litical initiative in the de veloprent of a united Europe. : ' ’
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Nous uovonp “Jun avoir-a l'o prit 10 finalitss politiques de la Commu~
;’nuutg si nous voulons &tre cn m sure dosrdépondre sux difis de la oonjhncturo
VlnturnatLonﬂlc actuellc, I“V caoeneffet wne réalitd vﬂt@rlourc qui pesc sur
'fila Comnunauté en lui imposant -df acodlirer s prisc de conscicdnce politiques Le
ipolarismo- du. passé est en train de Taire place & des formulcs plus souplos
jd'gqul]lhro 1nfernatlona]° La Prmmunautc estdone confrontée avee Ltexigence -
dedommer des TEponscs | Lobulos pour’ assurcr la- légitime déTenss des intérlis

“dos pays mcmbrcs ot wa contrlbutlon a ]'Pbubllﬁ cant d'une nouvollu OT‘“nIS tion
’>}dcs ruppor+s 1nbornab10naux.

: Dans ce ;uﬂLuYtC, il faut absolument ¢viter le risque que 1o Communantd
tombe dans une situation dc routing ou de simple gestion, dans cotto péricde
de passags de six A dix membress Qutil s'agissc de 1'amélioration de lilorgani-
“sation du commerce mondial, do la réforme du systéme monétaire, du partage des
~responsabilitds en matiére de difense, ou do 1'Zlaboration d'une stratésic d'aido
Lau développement 19 Comﬁunauti doit deés maintenant préparcr. unb'pOGition COMMUNE
Clest pourquoi “1a Con imission; 1¢ 19 aolt dernier, a- souligné I 'importance

de la convecation d " ung conigfpuvvrau sommet des Chbfs A'Etat cu de- Gouvcrncment
dos pays membros of dos quhtrgu peys condidats. Lvidemment cclle-ci” DOUrra Cse

‘Téunir qu‘apros in gnCUurc d"o 1r"1fr d’deL31on et la normﬂlluuilon monctalre°

ObttL coniirence, ‘on pornottqnn de comolbr le duo“ldgc entre. les 1mp¢rat1f5
actuels ot la prise dteffet de l"l&r”lSoLant devrasaboutir, d'une part, aux
“décisions nicessaires nu ronforcoment de la Communautd (en particulier accéld~
rotion des ctopos dh'lu réalisction de 1'union dconomique ot mondtaire) ct, dlautre
S part, A la misc on scuvre d'awne position communo en vue des srandes négociations -
avees les thtu—Unic ¢t aussi dong 1o cadre d'unc <Cventucllc nonfcrbnOb sur la
séouritd curopicnna, ' :

des maintonant - 1n Commission st pritte A v apporter sa conhrloutiv;q,Il fout par
ailleurs &tro blcn congeient quo L'Jleboretion dlune position communc passe par. des
Tchoix fondnmbntnur ct.par la prisce do nouvelles rosponsabilitds de 1a part- des

pays curopdéens, Bn d'autres toomes. les poys do la Communaut & dpivgnt,igflnlr le
";rql” conereth qug 1 "Turope peut o voul Jouer duns 1o mordc.. ST s

La Conférence au sommet nd zeesoite dvidemment unc préparation apnrofondic ot

oo Bneo gquioconcorne plug particuliorement 1o processus de 1 'union politique,
il est important quc le nouvesn rappert des ministres des affoirvos Cbrangéros,

1

prévie pour 19725 eoit ridizd on tonant compte do L'interdépendance ot do la.

RE S

Ccomplexitd des probleémcs cqui touchent & 1a comgtruction curopdommec. (lost Dou1
cole qu'il apparait indispensablce cuc 1o FﬁmmiSQion solt cntiercment associd

A 1o préparation do oco ranport, dons l¢ crndre gnrdalonne. des Lrnltc
omedsoen tenant compto sussi de greit d']ﬂLLLQ ive n”lLilQUb pour 1c JLVLlonm_;'
o opanent do 1o construction ewropdonni, S : :

1o gon r3lce do
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