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-~ Just over 15 months ago “the trestics marking the enlargement of the Community

. were signed in this very place, cnd 8ix months later; in July 1972, the en— -
1argodicommunity signed agreoments here with five BFTL countrics who were

“not joining the Community. The main purpose of thesc cgreements was to avoid

a situation where progress in the construction of Eurcpe by the Members of

the Community would mean o sotback in wider LBuropcan relatione. 'Then in

September 1972 camc the Norwegian refercndums.

The deeision of the Norwegian people is somcthing that we must respeet and
understand, but I must honestly say that it 1s one which caused us disappoirt-—
ment. Thore arc many who hope that one day Norway may deecide to join the
Community ~ but meanwhile it was necessary to have further ncgotiations to:

cstablish the rclationship betwocn Norway and-the Community. These havcrbconirs“rl

carried out in an atmosphere of firm political will and with a sense of
‘urgency on bhoth sides. On the side of the Community I would only récall the
decision at the Paris Confercnce in Octobor 1972, and the resolution adopted
in March this ycar by the Buropcon Parlisment cxpressing the wish that the
negotiations could be finished in time for the first tariff rcductions to

come into cffeeot on 1 April, simultancously with those hetween the Community
and the other EFTA countrics. = We hove not quite met that timetable, but we
‘have been able to ensure that the first tariff cuts will take place on 1 July.

The framework for the negotiations was largely dotermined in advance by the

existence of the agrcements with the other EFTA countrics. Oup signaturcs fodayj'

confirm that within this framework we have been able to reach an agrecment -
a fair and balonced agrecment - which takes account of the particular aspects
and' problems. of relations betwesn the GCommunity and Norway. ' :

To this extent the agreement represents a consolidation. But we must olso

sec it as a gateway to future progress. We arc today demonstrating our common
desire to work towards the construction of Furope. The. Norwegian referendum
has perhaps scrved to remind us that Europe is still an imprecise idea and
that as long 28 this is so public opinion can be expected to treat it on
occasion with rescrvations. The Community exists to change. the course of
cvents and to establish the foundations for Future peace and prosperitys

and perhaps the very size of this undertaking hos mode it difficult to project
the image of the Burope we arc building =8 cloarly as we would like..

We. have undertaken to transform the Community into » Duropcan union by the end -
of the dceade, This is an snormously ambitious programme. - As it evolves” L
the Community's image will be morc clearly defined. It is our firm hope that

~ . we shall be able during this process to count on the contribution which the
- people of Norwey can make to our common entcerprisc. ‘o e
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