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%;Hav1np reach d thP end of the fmrqt round of our nenotletlonq,

'ilt 18 apprOprlatP that we should use our meetlnp today to

iyakaratcck Qf where W9 have rnauhed, 50 that we can mzke a
first revort to our respective Governments and also make
plans for the second round which we have agreed should

commence in January.

T helieve you will asree that generally thie first round
has been taken up largely with becoming accustomed to ench
other, identifying the subjects which we need to tackle,
and establishing the procedures by which we can carry forward
our work in the most effective manner. There are many
aronsst us who had honed that during this first reriod we
wonld have been able to achieve mich more, We had honed
that we would in fact have made more prosress once the
ioint Workins Groups had started funectionineg. Ve are,
however, left with a situation where the Commission side
in these Working Grouvs has said on most subjects that it
needs twme for reflection and that positive resnonses to
our varlous proposals cannot be made hefore the next ronnd
of talks. Tor us this has been a disavpointment.

Where have we reached so far? The Commission has aocreed
that the aim of our fufure relations should be the erowth

of our exmorts to the Community market, "a growth which must
be sccompanied by the requisite diversification both of |
their composition and of their geographic destination".

The Mommission has accevted as a basic principle of our
future relations the free entry into the Community market

nf mroducts originating in our countries. Put the
Commission hag gnne on to say that they have reservations
on certain agricultural vnroducts for which special arrangemenﬁs
will have to he negotiated. We have recently received A list
which is intended to set out the scope of these reservations,
but unfortunately our Exverts have not yet jointly come to

grips with the details.
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It has been recognised by yourselves and by us that there
Vare a number oI SpelelC questloﬂs which must be resolved '7

 ,;if this broad agreement in principle is to have any real

- meaning. We have,presented our case on Rules of Orlgln,
but your Experts have only been able to say that they

'~ will consider and consult on this matter and will be

ready to meet our Experts again on 21st January. We

expect that at that time a positive response will be

forthooming. |

On the question of non-tariff barriers we have made our own
presentation in the joint Working Group. On this question

I am sure you will forgive me for emphasising the importance
which we attach to examination in these negotistions of

all the measures which inhibit‘our export trade with the
VCdmmunity, whether these measures derive from Community
legislation or from the national legislation of individual
Nember States. On this questidn too, we still await a

resnonse from your side.

Other aquestiona falling under the broad heading of access to
the Community msrket are the stabilisation of export earnings
and the whole subject of measures to compensate for the
erosion of benefits negotiated under our agreement, We

hope that we will be able to make real progress on these

two questions during the next round of negotiations.

I now turn to the other broad subject which has been
introduced into this first round of the negotiations -~ the

avestion of economie, financial and technieal co-oneration.




" Here too, we seem to be in general agreement on the broad -

princip1¢8'aﬁd objectives. You yourself have said that
the Community is concerned to assist the economic and
gocial development of our countries and their economic
,independence, giving increased meahs for diversifying
exports and for developing our own capabilities in the
techhical field. You have accepted - in fact you have
ascerted - the prinéiples of self-reliance and of joint
and equal particivation in the whole field of manasement

of financial and technical coeneration.

In the joint Working Group our Experts have so far come
to grins with questions under the three headines which we have

apreed to designate as follows:

(a) objectives and scove of aid;
(b) programming of aid;
(¢) participation in management and administration of aid.

It had svpeared at one stage that our Experts were making
vrogress in the context of a real dialogue, but more recently
we have had some reason to doubt whether tgii\nrqigess had
in fact been achieved. We have noted the commants ﬁgL
Document NEG/16/73/W Fin and, although the Committee of
Ambassadors has been able to take a look at it, we reafet
to say that we are not at this stage prepared to endorse it
in fu1l, This document, we understand, has not been
examined by the full joint Working Groun but is only the
rroduct of a drafting Group. We therefore sugsest that the
full joint Working Party should take a look at it before

it is assumed to be an apgreed text.
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- when we start again in January. "Wp propose that the 'i
Ixperts on our side W111 convene here on 14th January and
7 VWlll he ready to start meeting with vour Experts duvring
';théf week;  The subjécté on Wwhich they should concentrate
'ﬁt thaﬁ stage are Rnles of Origin; Non-Tariff Rarriers, '

rreliminary examination of the agricultural nroducts list,

-~ Which you have promised t0 supplement, and the three

headlnpq of economic, financial and technical co—onprat1on

to which I referred earlier,

The Pleninntentiaries on our side exvect to start meeting
on 21st Janﬁary and have provisionally scheduled a meeting
with you on Wednesday, 23rd Jannary. We will msake a better
assessment durine January and will give you as much notice
as nossible of the holding of this meeting. I think that
one of the purposes of that meeting will be to work out a
timetable for the additional subjects which have yet to be

passed to our Working Grouns.

We 21so think that we should envisage holding a joint
meeting of our own Bureau, perhaps during the second
week in January, to discuss our work procedures for the

next round of negotiations.

Pinally, may I say that it is our sincere hope that hefore
we meet in January it will be nossible for the Commission
to obtain the necessary msndates on the subjects which we
have raised during the course of these negotlntlons 80
that we can bhoth be in a position to 1dent1fy clearly the
nointsg ‘of agreement and of disagreement. We wish to point
‘ot that, just as the Commiesion finds it neceseary to

inform its Member States from time to time, so the Committee

of Ambagsadors is under an obligation to make proaress revorts

to the Ministers, =nd our task would be lightened if, in the
next round of negrotiations, we were in o position to ohtein
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"1n10rm, not only our 1nd1v;ﬁua1 Governments, but also ourfj:7f

Cnun01l of Mlnibters.

Tt is;'Iramfsure;riﬂ the interest of both our Groups that.
we bring these nppotlatlons to a conclusion at the

approprlete time.,
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