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COMMON MARKET COMMISSIONER URGES INCREASED TRADE WITH VEASTERNV EUROPE

Washington, D.C., March 14 -- A member of the 'Common ‘Market Cemmission said
this week that Eastern Europe at present is a fast-growing andr important
market for the European Ccmﬁnmity. 'He urged the Six to develop a coordi;
nated policy to take advantage of this expanding market and increase its
commercial relations with the East. |

Jean-Frangois Deniau, speaking to the European Parliament at Stras-
bourg on Harch 12, said the question for the Common Market couni:ries 'ﬂis no
longer "whether or not we should trade with Eastern Europe, but only how
trade can best be carried on in the interést of both parties." The occasion -
was the first debate in three years in the Parhament on trade with the .
countries of the (:mnist bloc. Mr. Demau has specml responsibllity in
the Commission of the Buropean Cummiti.es for questions of external trede. "

He said that despite difficulties ,» Eastera Europe already offers an
important and faat-grouing market that is crying to be developed. He éointed
out that Commmity trade mth the Eas’t bloc 'cauntries haey continued to grow
constderably since 1958 and especlally s:mce 1964. Imports have increased , ‘
by 196 per cent and exports by 237 per cent. ; The mrket accounts for 6 5 to -
k : 7 per cent of the commzty s sales abroad maklng Eastefn Europe a more |

x&pettant m:'k.ez than Latzn, merica.

!'!r Deman pointect (mt:‘ that ‘hx.le a oordinated pohcy towards the East

' is needed by the nx countl es. rof the CMo Harket g (Belgium, France, f =

Germany, 1taly, Luxembourg and the Netherlands) number af evolutionary

changes must also occur 1n the Eastern countries to reduce the d:.fferences

in the structures of !:he two markets wh:.ch at present hamper furt:her expan- '

- sion. of trade between them.




In the legal sphere, Mr. Deniau said, the Common Market must adapt its
trading interests more to the conditions of East;West trade which are some-
times pecullar,

Goods exported by the East consist’primarlly of farm produce, raw mater-
iale, energy products, and sem;-manufactures - goods'not necessarily needed
io the Six. Cﬁanges, includihg ﬁore‘iodusrrielization aoo divereificarion'
of their productlon and better quallty products, depend -on' the East European 7\
countries themselves,rthese w111 requlre time. But he polnted out that =
varrous posxtive developments are already”taklng olace‘ the standard of
11v1ng in these countrles is r151ng, thelr productlon is being 1ncreasxng1y
d1versrf1ed and in the West there 1s a movement toward more harmonlzatlon,
- of commercial terms offered by the Six. The move towards trade 11berallza-r‘v,
-tion by the Comeunlty has been matched in the East bloc countrles by a
change in attitudes and methods, including an 1nc1p1ent reassessment of
ideas of cost and pric venn of interns tieeai tr é

Hr. Deniau urged a shift of empha81s in East-west trade ~away from
specialized pollrlcal and legal problems and,theirfconsequences'to a more*‘
general'econonic approach. In the past, the Slx have sought to’ ensure that
the relations of each Hlth the countrles of Eastern Eutope caused no dlS- ;f;{
tuption of the Common Harket. While thls con51derat10n is no less important
now, the new treno tovar& trade 11beralizat10n shouldrenable the Six‘to
look forward to a stage ohere, case by ease, more active cooperatioorcen '
take place. |

Deaiau attributed the growth of trade w1th Eastern Europe largely

' jto the politxcal background of detente ﬂith the East. This detente beue-

‘”flts the growth of trade, hereaid;ﬁﬁhiéh_i“'urn:contrlbutes to the _7




