Speech by M. Edgar FAURE,

President of the Council of the European Communities.
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giving UpINions very qmcki because life :s fast, as we can see
if we wish these Opinions 1o be of value, we must sometimes
overcome the tempiation 1o mdmge in lengthier reflecuon. in this respect,
I would like parucularly w ihank President Poher for the imtiative he
took recently in calling the Ruropean Parliament at very short notice in
order iz give the Council of Ministers an imperiant, reasoned Upimon,
In the same way that a national parliament must face the demands of urgency
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can be regarded as the robots of capitalism, as pure technicians of the
abstract. Many of us, at least many of the Ministers, come from parliamen.
tary circles and in the case of others from business or trade union circles.
I believe that our readiness to make a Europe of economic and social
democracy cannot be in doubt.  We must be fully conscious of it and,
in this connection, the existence of your institution seems very important.
We should use it in this light. You referred, Mr. Chairman, to what | said
elsewhere and, indeed, 1 believe that those words have a message for each
one of us. If the destmcuon of Europe were euvisaged, none of us would
be here today 1 do not believe that Europe will be destroyed, it will not
be destroyed denberateiy and | even believe it will not be destroyed
unintentionally; but we must understand the dangers that may beset it.
How, then, is it to develop in the future? You have, Mr. Chairman. cited
three aspects, all of them inchspensabie. 'Basically, the only ppoint at issue
is which shall be taken first, even though all three need ‘to be developed
that is an econemic Enrope, a Europe in theminds ofmenandapoliticai
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At the outset there were some who ieltthat the political Europe had to come
first; we have tried o make the economic Europe first; it is certain that
there cannot be'a Euro;:ewhichisnotan economic one and that is. why people
say that until an attempt has been made to create economic authorides.,
the lofty dreams remainmeredreams Butlagreewithyeuthatthem can
never be a Europe which is purely ecommzc .And, furthermore,  the
moment we integrate the economic Europe within the design of an economic
and social democracy, it is obvious that we cannot have a purely economic
Europe. !usadwth:nk&atthemmralorderafthingswouldbedn
establishment of common economic interests and thena sort: of intermediate
ideological layer smemming from this economic mfrastmcmre ‘and, above
this intermediate layer, the institutional superstructure. Perhaps we
shall have ® act in adiﬁeremwayandproeeedmorequicklythhme
political order. All this can raise various questions, but it is certain that
we must adopt a comprehensive appmach in promoting this European idea.

‘You said, too, something very true in your speech, which | should like to
underline and endorse; perhaps we should layeven greater stress on the
possibility that a more wholehearted and rapid realization of Europe weuid
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