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Speech by M. Joan REY,

Pnsadenf of the Commissmn of the Europoon Cemmumﬂn. ‘

Mr. Chairman. Your Excellencies. Ladi‘es and ‘Gentlemen,‘ -

The ﬁrst feelhg that lshould like to exprass as 1 speak on behalf of my
colleagues is one of gratitude ‘to the Economic and Social Committee; I
‘know that | speak here not only on behalf of the fourteen members of the
present Comnussisn of the European Communities but also as the heir to

: ,the three bodies which existed for ten years and whose SuCcessors we now

, 1 refer to the Commission of the. ‘European Economic Community, and
here I thank you, Mr. Chairman, ‘for the trﬂmteyoupaiﬁ:o President
Hallstein, to whom we are indebted for so 'much in the construction of
Europe; | refer, too, to the Commission of the European ‘Atomic Energy
Community and, of course, :o:hel-hghéu:horityinlmcembaurgwhiehhas. :
no doulx, because of the differences between our Treaties, been less in
touch with your Economic and Socisl Committee b which, bhed ostill
exist.ed.wmndcmmly have wis&d zo :akegartinmda;s cergmom ~

‘lnexpressimwywthesewrdsofgraanﬂe Mr. Clmirman,farinthelast" g
tmy&mymhvehipedusagreatdeaiineiabaraﬁngthededsiom we
have had w take, 1 would like to assure our listepers that the Economic
and&dal(bmmineebasplayedthepanemmsﬁedmitbytheamhorsof
the Treaty. It seems to me to have done this in three ways: firstly, by the
seriousand:inmghqmﬂmtbmyouhavagimusandmwm&youhave
always devoted very conscientious, very considerable care; secondly, by .
&emmwwﬁmhﬁvem@mlmxmitbwerf_ :
tﬁanyondﬂmmmchwehavejmtheazd,amm:dly,hecause and:
the fact needs to be stressed — the purely consultative status oiyour” -
organization has not so far discouraged either its Chairman or its members.
MMmmmmwwmmmrkm:hesamedywnicemrgy
M&mmm%mmmﬂm&s ‘have wondered whether
the mmmmmmamaaennmm thepart of the aumar-'
mmmmxm

weMmLk‘ (hirman:axﬂaswecamtgmetallt&distmgtdsmd
~mmwmmmt&m:ﬁnm inymu-Commmee mayv U
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for the future. You will, I am sure, not expect me to react at this stage
to the suggestions you made, although they did not take us completely by
surprise since you made some of them when you and the officers of the
Committee visited us not so long ago. But | remember one point from your
speech which I noted inpassing, namely that replies can never be improvised.

This is what you told us, and so I am not going to improvise on behalf of my
colleagues here before we have had time to consider a reply to your
suggestions. 1 do not think, however, that I should be going too far if here
and now. I said that they look promising. 1 think that you and we must
together work out methods and arrangements whereby we can better use
our joint work and consequently take the Opmions issued by r,he Commlttee
more fully into account, . L .

My third observation — 1 have four to. make concems the growmg part
that the Economic and Secial Committee will have :o play during the next
ten years in the constitutional life of our Community S

Mr. Chairman, we are, as you have pointed out more than once, on’ the eve
of the merger not just of the Commissions: and the Councils but of the
Treaties themselves. Your Committee rightly attaches -great importance
to the merger. You have asked to be fully consulr.ed - and in good time —
on the plans and ideas that may 'be thrown up in connecuon with the merger'

I can tell you now, on behalf of the Commissicn, that you will be consulted,
because this is what we want and because we have alre&dy 80 decxded We
think  that the merger of the Treaties will cause us to review all the
functions of the Economic and Social Committee and, namrally,’ of ‘the
Consultative’ Committee of the ECSC, in relation to “the new mganization

But there is more to it than that. Wearealready well into the. second
period of Community life. The first covered the establishmemof the
customs umnion, and in a few weeks' time, onljuly this uni  will be
complete. For a low time alwedy we have heen in the second ‘phase which
is more difficult, more exciting. andmore importam:, as itis the period when
economic union will be established, For this the Treary has done no more

than give us a few d.xreczives. It 1eaves a great deal — msely, 1think — to
the discretion of the Commma!ty institutions; the Council, the Paruamem.,
the Commission. Under the ever careful and mpected supervision of
the Court of Justice, these institutions are left to forge the future common
policies. - Even more than in the past, ‘this hnpnes economic nptiuns. social _
options and, therefore, political optians The part played- by the insttution
which embodies the broad economic and. soctal imemsts of the*ipeopla of/; ‘
"Eumpewzﬁthereﬁores@ainimmpunam T

My fom-eh ohsemtien nann'ally concems curren: e;vems. l am“gl‘atefmf



collsvs
Text Box


of :ouch with reau::ies 1f we dtd not take cogmzance of this vast upheaval
~ which is now affecting all the young people at the universities of Europe
and whicb, by contagion or imitation or for other reasons, is in process
of unset:lixg vast economic and sncial forces m the Commumty

‘ '7 Laﬁies and Gentlemn, this is perhaps mtthedmenor the placeto say

| - whither we areorshoul&heheading Butonethingisclearandlthankthe

" President of the Council for having said it: we are clearly moving towards

changes which will give those who represent the intellectual, economic and

- social forces a greater pan to piay in the organization of society and
' pethaps in its managemem , ‘

ifthisheso.aﬁiﬁnnkweahculdﬁ&nwﬂ.coms it itmustatoncebej‘

- recogmmd that bodies such as the Economic and Social Committee will'in
future have a growing part to playstthe European level. For if the political
authorities, whether in our countries or at European ievel, are confronted
o by grouns which, ‘taken Individually, mn:esezz::kissr that sectorof economic.

and social life, how much greater wil! bethe zmportaace we must -attach .-
a body which is the mpiacewherethese sectors meet, where they discuss

their problems with each other and not only with the authorities and where, N S
as a result, they can. mceed to the mfronzauons which are ahsoiutely SR EREC LY

‘essential?

l am d@y convimeﬂ that betweeﬁ the people of Europe and its tnghest, R
political institutions, which have to take ‘decisions, the existence of a large -
imermediary body like yours will in future be increasingly necessary. What .
‘is bappening today can leave us innodoubt on that score. At the same time,
'how can we fail to recognize that these events give us a greater burden of
~ responsibility? For us it is clear that young people at the universities no .

- longer believe ina purely taﬁonsiframemrk (and all the evidance that wegiff

 point) and no longer beueve that this framework can be the extreme limit of L
their aspirations, their desires and ﬁ;eir;deals. How then can we fail to see

iled a remarki‘.‘,if/ e
greater if you-rlj» R
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This implies duties for everyone, and it would be improper for me simply
to turn my gaze to other Community institutions with the idea that it is
they who should show more unity and be quicker in reaching the decisions
they have to take. These are collective duties, these are duties for all of
us, whether it be our Commissionwhich proposes, the Council which decides,
Parliament which gives its opinions and, in the final analysis, judges us.
Let us now look into our own hearts and ask if the time has not come to take
decisive steps forward in the months ahead so that Europe may seem to be
what it has got to be: an enlarged Communiry, a continent reconciled with
itself amd a genuine force for peace, social progress, human freedom and
generosity in the world.
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