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Mr Chairman,

Gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure, cn behalf of the entire Commission
and in particular its President, Mr Malfatti, to welcome the new
Bconomic and Social Committce. I am indccd happy to sec that so
many members of the previous Committee, which heod such excellent -
r¢lations with the former, fourteen-member Commissiocn, arc still -
with us, My special grectings to the ocutgoing Chairman, Mr Berns,
‘whose authority and cfficiency - combined with paticnce and :
friendliness, gqualities which zre not to be despised - we hold in
high esteem. I also extend a special welcome to the new members,
and look forward to a further flow of fresh-idees from their
contribution to the werk of thisimportant Committecec.

President Malfatti plans to attend = meeting of the Zcononmie
and Sociel Committee in person in Cctober or Hovember, He has
told me that he will not do sco purely in order to pay his respaects
as a matter of protocel, but to mark his conviction - and that of
the entire Commission - that we should work together morc closcly
and more intensively with the major economic and social,groups;

.The Commission has given me special responsibility for
relations with the Zconomic and Social Committeg and I intend to
nuke every effort to give the Committeé a more significant share
in our work. - The previcus Commission took = step in the right
direction when it consulted your Committee on the general situation
and future outlook of the Community. The value of the work you
did on that occasion, and its undoubted influence in establishing
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the excellont atmosphere which was conducive to the progress made
by the Hague Confercnce of Heads of State or Government on 1 and

2 December 1969, cannot but encourage us to persevere on thesc
lines. The meaning and importance of the merger of the Paris and
Rome Treatics, and its implications for the Fconomic and Social
Committee, will presumably not be fully apparent till work has been
‘résumed on the matter in the light of brogress that has been made
.on economic'and“mbhotdryAuniqnytanlargement and political union.

For the moment, the Commission is preparing proposals to
‘ensure that the Economic and Sucial Committce docs not cease to
Cexist, to all intents and purposes, between April and September,
It is cssential that we ensure the legal continuity of the various
agencies that enable the Compunity's institutions to function

- properly. At a time when there is an increasingly gencral

. consensus on giving the institutional michincry a more demoeratic
. base and consulting the two sideés of industry, therc can be no
question of heving to do without the Opinions of thé¢ Beenomic and
Social Committee because of rrocedural delays, hovicver legitimate
the reasons for them. ’ HREE PN o ' ‘

, I do not intend, at this cpening mecting, to detzil the role
that may be played by the Zconomic and Socizl Committec. . But 1
wish to make it absolutely clear that I cndorsc the statements made
- by Mr Berns on 23 April, I am surc that none of the other
Commission members will consider that by saying this I am going
‘beyond. their collective intent. = M~ Berns said in 'his farcwell
address: "The political bodics with Pesponsibilitics will have to
- be aware of the vital necd for political deeisions to allow for
economic and. social facts, potentinlitics znd reguirements, on
.periljpf being'dobmed to,failure orfjecpardizing'thc-health of the
“economy, -It. is precisely in objectively asscosing thesc factors
. that the economic and social groups will hive an increasingly.

: . important role to play. - The ever-closcr association of the . -

~Ecopqmicfahd7Social Committee with the definition of Community.
- policies will therofore romain onc of cur najor ocbjectives, and
‘justifiably‘so,fevenvif,fin the initiel stage, this tokes the form

‘simply of a briefing rcport or study produced by us', . <

Mr Chairman, Gentlemen. Building on cconomic and monctary
union, with "theclose concertation of social policies" which it
entails; is going to bring us to a major turning point in Community
integration. . I must state - not s§o0lely as a matter of ideology,
but out of .a desire for ¢fficacity + that in those times it is
quite impossible tc carry through an undertaking on such a ‘scale
by diplomatic or burcaucratic methods. — The most subtle diplomat,
~ the clsVér@st?téchﬁi@glﬁeipert, will never be able to arousc

. politiﬁal‘resOlvegstO“exért an influence on the options that have -

- to be taken, to gain i support of men's minds if public opinion

- throughout the Community has no say'in wGrkipg_dut_sqlutions,‘wg,

gring to admit it to .

hinery at Community

. 1evél‘does ﬁotﬁrun‘count@r,tq the requirementscfeificiency; On the

. contrary; ‘once we get beyond technical iSsuesfqrfdgyétofdgy,’*i

. administration, dissimulating difficulties and camouflaging
~opposition is bound to result in inertia.- . oo o o

‘ 3D¢é§it§‘whétnmanj‘béliev& withéﬁﬁ,éver d
themsélvés;fthgqdevelppment of democratic mag
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par W altlero SPINWLLI Membre de la" Commlqs10n des
Communautés europpennes, devant 1e comlt‘ du parti
travallllste pour l'Durope (Labour Commttee for Euronc§
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La Communaut° europapnne n' est pas un nnsﬂmbla nra—l?ah11 d'Jnstltu*lons'_ ,

i nt de. rsgles, ! ast un organlsme pol1t1que, une nntaﬁzva hard1e nt parf@xa
ooxgnante pour Dasser de 51x a dlx, d’une union douan*ere 3 une unvon 5con3m qﬂe

‘[H ct d'une cammunaut° cu’;omomu‘me é une communautx polltxque, a til"clsn'rs Vw ’1f1er3

5 du narti trevailliste wour

S Le Seul falt a encore ajoutn M. Spwnelll, que lns nnwnoﬂaflons alenh

5 commﬁnc,; constltue un grand succes pour tous 1&*‘Europaens conva*nrus }‘11‘ne
i'oeralt pas ralsonnable de sous—estlmer 1es d ffL”UL+°S qul sub tent, notamment
&ans le dcmalne de. la pollthue agrlcole, La Ponm1951on de . la C‘} s'est‘enaagae
fOnd paur assurer 1e succes des nmgocw,a*c.wnq ui ort dﬁbut danq un esnrlt de
‘qonflance mutuelle. N#anm01ns, 1’ avenlr d'une Commun euté de dix membres, de dix
nays devant faire face a des problemes et a des pressions sociales, économiques

ﬂjket~pcllt1ques cr01ssantes,ne dependravpas seulemert des solutxons qul seront

‘ '“‘,chercher avo1r une
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La Communaut y 8 déhiaré M. Sw’ﬁélii, a bosa*h d'une ﬁolitique 8tirangére
dsfinie en fonction d'obgectlfq adootar d'un commun accord, ouverte sur le reste
‘ du monde et s' 1nsor1vant ‘dans le, contexte de la dotente. M. Spinelli a ajoutd aue
la plre attxtude qu on pulsse adopter & 1’ nﬂard e ces ObJectwfs anralt "dtattendre
et de voir" quels seront;les rﬁsultats des “ﬂOFWatlonS en termes pnrement commer—’
"4c1aux. D'autres 1ni,1at1ﬁeé d01vent étr \_rlses et 11 qeralt extr@memeat déprimant
" que 1'élan solt perdu i cause d'un manque‘d‘lmaﬁlnatxon et parce que chacun

“rattcnd de tous 188' utres qu 1ls fassent 1@ premler pas.:,f?

: En évoquant ce. qu1 d01t étre falt ﬁ.'Splnelll a d‘clarnrqurzl faut au on i
o ;se rende compte que le progrés vprs une unlon pollﬁtquﬁ ne sera pag. p9551b1e L3
“fﬁon en reste aux consultatlons 1nter~yo "~rnamentales, clest 14 une méthode pOlitlQUC"
fdatant du XIVeme 51kcle qu: dans Je. paasﬁ a coudult de nombreux écheca. Actuel»
'ement la progres51on vers une un1on 0011t1quo dn1t étre recherchée dans lea
"fforts falts par. 1a Comm1581on et le Parlemenf europﬁan en vue da réafflrmer

?leur role act1f dans la déflnltlon de leurs *ﬁche% afin d'obtenlr des électxane

Uffdlreotes, des pouv01rs budaétalres et 14E15131 fs accrus pour 1e Parlbmant ot den ‘

'1t1at1ve °1argxs pour 1a Commvoslun‘  *

'es§entieile< la constru tlo' d'une Furape 1vbrv, )uste, nroaoore et unte. '_*“






