Speech by the President in reply to the
Address by Sir Arthur Tandy, Doyen of the
Diplomatic Corps on the wuccasion of the

New Year Reception

- M. le Doyen, Your Zxcellencies,

I shsuld like to join the fre51dent c¢f the Commission of
the Zuropean stomic Energy Communlty in thankirz y-u for the
New Year wishes and kird wbrds which you have addressed to my
colleagues snd myself or behalf of the riplexatic Cerps. In
‘the rame of the Commission of tie iurépean sconozic Community, it
glves me great pleasure to reciprccate most dorﬁially these good
wiskes - both tc ycu yourselves ani to ybur Heads of Jtate and
the peoples whom yosu s2 ably represent and to whom our

Cameissicn's sincere inierest and genuire sympathy goes out,

I expect ycu will bave beer somewhat surprised to see that
~ to~day our reception is not being keld in the usual place.
Thougr. we have abanicnea the Chateau of Val-Duchesse, this does
et in any way zmean that we wisn to disown the spirit that
 presided over the elaberation of the Treaty »>f mome in that
historic place. t'e are meeting nere for a reascn to which you
- K. le Dﬂyeﬂ,‘hav# Just referred. In the course of the past

‘ryear the nunber af States accredited te the Buropean Communlties

j ﬁhas increaaed by twenty, so that the space availatle at 4
 Va1nDnchess has beccme inadequate for a reception of this kina, fw
‘We are highly 'gratifiea‘at this expansion of the Diplcmatic |
Corpﬂ ceredited to 'a,fﬁhich we take‘as;ev1dence that the world7
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A backward glance over the past year will show that it
has nct been rossibtle tc organize the Ceommunity's external
relations at the same rapid pace as we managed to keep up ir
our internzl arrargements. iievertheless our Assébiation
Agreement with Greece, leading on to ultimate full membership

of the Community in years to come, came into force in 1962.

It is most satisfactory that we were able to conclude the -
negotiations with the associated ifrican States and Hadagascar
tefare the expiry of the first implementing -unvention. e
have thereby laii tre fcundation for a lasting r=lationship
between Zurope zrni africa, which is tuilt upcn a freely
reg~tiated agreeczent znd which rerzits of the co-crdination of
our mutual econcmic interests threocugh joint inatlt tions tased
on the principle of =guality. wnile we Lave trus given
expressinc to the Comrmunity's special respensibility towards
the Africar <tates, we are aware taat we aiso kave obligations
vis-a-vis tke states of latin imerica and asia which we cannot
ard do rot wisk teo deny. e hope in the very near future o
ecter irto fruitful negotiations for co-ordinating our mutual
interests. Zur pelicy of co-cperaticn and progress is
intended to help 2il developing countries tc strengthen their

economic ard political indepenierce.

At the sanc time we are to~day facing problems of special
‘gravity so far as the extension of the Commurity in Surope is
. ceﬂcerned; Tacughk at thé‘présent Stage it has not becen

ugyosﬁible to gttainythe,goal we had’setycqrselves; we should -




not forget that life does not stand still. The claims which

the world kas on us and in particular the'interesté of our
Europcan neighoours and}Atlantié friends, and indeced of all
other countries with whom we maintéin friendly relations, have
not becn dimipished: they are as significant io-day as they
were yesterday and to meet and respond te them will be no less
iﬂportant in time to come ~ on the contrary, it will become
ever more iaportart. wor is Luropcan iniegration, that fine
venture which has alrcady successfully scathered so many
critical stages, a process to be measured in weeks, months or
years; it is a long-tere political gproject, Aand it is in
this light that ¢ may say to ourselves and to all cur friends
that it would bte presunptuous to regard any event through
whick we arc iivirg as other than sometaing whose value is
déferﬂinei by the historical corditions obtaining at the time
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Let =e thark you, K. le Joyen and all tae ampassadors
here assexzbled, in m— ~w, rame and in that of my colleagues for
yoeur excellent co-operation. I am gure we will continue to

work tegetrooer with unabated ardour in this liew Year.






