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Press résume

of the address by Professor Walter Hallsteln
‘ President of tle Commission ... .-~
of the European mconomlc Communlty

to the Deutsche Landw1rtschaftsgesellschaft in -
Wwiesbaden on January 17, 1963

“"pgriculture in the large-area ecoromy"

In his address to the winter meeting of the Germa& Agrlcultural
Society, Professor Walter Hallstein, President of the Commission of
the European Zconcmic Community, first dealt with the two main
~problems of European agricultural poliey: ‘how to reduce and ,
- “ultimately make up the lag in farming income,. and how to strike a
~.balance teimess productisn and ”“rkrtlnﬁ “Q:Slb;lztlns fer ;r*1v14na1
farm products. : T :

President nallsteln 001nted out that both" prcbiems were the out-"
come of long processes of historical development.  The Commun;ty
feund them ir its cradle, anc ics agricultural. pollcy had- te grapple

: with them, : o ‘ : .

The agricultural system elaborated by the Communlty was the
answer to the first of these inberited problems. market and price’
‘policy aimed at ensuring agr1c11tural producers an adequate price

which would guarantee them a given income. - The activity of the .
European Guidance and Guarantee Fund would also make it possible to ;
- exercise a stabilizing influence on farm incomes. . At ‘the same time, .

; struct‘re policy afforded a long-term instrument for making European U
: ;ure competltlve and efflclent.~ The d601510n on the i
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;prov1d1ng compensatlons of the most~ a , .
. in earnings,  Nevertheless, there wa loubt that general’
.ﬂfsrowth and technclaglcal progress would ‘have ths most ab ldlng
‘.1nf1uences on the development of - 1ncomes . e L

The Fre81dent underllned *he heavy resyon51b111ty Wthh, as a

gfleading importer of farm products, ‘the Community bcre for large . L
areas of the world. But in other spheres too it could be seen that SR

agricultural policy was closely interwoven with non-agr icultural

“questions. Thus it was. influenced by general ‘econicmic. policy and by
external pulicy. This did not mean that the German agricultural "
“interest would have to be Jettlsoned, and ro one was demanding that

R 1 - should.  'But the cause of agrlculture must be env1saged under new =

o~

conditions and in-a. changed. gayu‘ub.;V Gr the other hani, agricul= .
,"tural policy. consxderatlons were playing an ever more 1mportant part
- in sectors which were not specifically agrlcultural. Thus, all

" those on whonm general pclltlcal responsibilities were laid were alsc

" 'specially answerable for ag.iculture, and must be ever mlndful of
‘ita sltuatlon and VlClSeltUddS."' ‘ , o






