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I, The European Economic Community has supplied the appropriate
political form for a unique forward development of the Buropean
economy ‘and in so doing has immeasurably strengthened this develop-
‘ment. This was no mere natural phenomenoh but the fruit of deep
reflection and an unswerving pelitical will.

American policy answered the challenge which this azituation
involved with rapid insight, imaginetion and ‘great political
strength of purpose. I know no better words to express the
historical meaning of tnis answer than those President Kennedy used
in his Philadelphia speech on American Independence Day, July &,
1962 and convincingly underlined yesterday in Frankfurt:

o e db not regard a strong and united Eurcpe as a rival,
but & partner. Tc aid its progress has been the ba51c obgect
of our fcrelgn p011Cy for zeventeen years.

‘We believe that a unlted'Europe will be capable of
‘playing a greater ‘role in the common defence, of responding
-.more generously to the needs of poorer nations, of jeining
 with the United States and others in lowering trade barriers,
,resclv1ng problems of commodities and curroncy and develeping
o= ordlnated p011c1es in all economlc, polltlcal and dlplomatlc
areas. : ‘

: ‘We see in such a Zurcpe a partner. with whom we can deal
"on arba51u of full equallty 1n all the great and burdensome‘
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This fcllows from our constitution, the Treaty nf Kome, which, far
from conceiving of our Cormmunity as an entity depending only on
itself and shut off from the rest of the world, and organizing it
as such, rather sees the meaning of this Community in a twofold
achievement: on the one hand in the building of an edifice = first
of an ecchomic and later of a general political nature - with
continental dimensions, on the scale of the space uage which we are
nearing with giant steps, and, on the other hand, in the active and
constructive participation of this newly organized Lurcpe in a
Gevelopment of relationships between peopleés ani sndividuals in
keeping with the ideals which lie at the root of our Community
itself - the ideals of peace, freedom, individual responsibility,
competition and solidarity, in particular with the under-developed
countries.

iI, These two aspects of our nature - that we cohere internally
and are open to the world and turned towards the world - are
inseparable from each other. If any proof of this were still needecd
it would be furnished by the forthcoming negotiatiens with the United
States. They too render imperative the need which the intcrnal
development of the Community alrcady lays upon us, i.e. to strengthen
the internal structure of our COIHunlty ThOuC who like the word
can cz1l this an urgs towards 'political union' We ¥now that this
union includes two elements. The first is the extensio& vi a
process of buropean political unification beyond ec

policy intoc the fields of defence policy and diplomacy. It is no
mere¢ chance tha+ Lp recent months discussicns in the Atlantic context
on military and defence policy have centred on the question of how
Europe's rcle m3} be altered in the directicn of a better balance of
responsibilities tetween Zurcpeans and Americans. On tne contrary
tris is a new indication that all Lurcpean unity is nurtured from

one and the same political and psychological source, i.e. the need to
prepare ourselves through unity of political form for a common
destiny, to stand fast and strive together.

The second element of what is known as the political unicn is
a constitutional reform of our Community. When the Third General
Report was submitted to this House just three years ago I took the
liberty of comparing our constitutional order with one of these
gigantic modern edifices such as daring modern architects build, a
pows~ful mass reposing on a hollow steel joint. At that time I
indicated the tests of strength which were awaiting us and saild:

"The agricultural policy affects the foundations of long~established
positions of ownerships the competition policy lays bare the meanest
devices for protecting one's own nationals nbalﬂst competition and
‘the cycllcal policy the most sLductlve cxfr6551on of the false
sovereignty cf natlonal States in economlc mattcrs. Measured by
these requlremcnts our 1nst1tut10nal btructurL is the absolute
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