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I l :1"-  0bgrbt i rgerne i  ster e i ic .  inc l {err , - .n }rr . l is  ic len'r . ;o i1r  lv l in j .st i : r ,
M i t g l i e d e r  c l e r  E u r o p d . i s c h e n  E x c k u t i v . : l r ,  s t a a b : ; s c k r e . L r i r e ,
Exze l lenzen,  & le rgJr r i f  i zcnz ,  nc inc  Dansn und l le r : :en .

I  an great ly noved, My Lord l+ layorr  at  recei . r ing f ron your hand
the  honour  rvh ich  the  D i rec tora te  o f  the  In te rna t iona l  Char lenagzre
Pr ize  o f  the  C i ty  o f  Aachen has  confer rec l  upon r j l€o  I  thank  the
award' ing body fron the depth of  ny heartr  &s I  thatnk xour i iy  Lord
Mayor ,  fo r  the  k lnd  words  o f  apprec ia t ion  r , , r i th  r ih ich  you have to ld
us  o f  the  l r io t i ves  fo r  th is  avrard . .

I  know tha t  I  an  grea t ly  honoured.  and j " f  I  d id  no t  kno i r  i t ,
a  g l a n c e  a t  t h e  n a n e s  o f  n i y  n r e c l e c e s s o r s  i n  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  * o u l d
n a k e  n e  c o n s c i o u s  o f  i t .

I f  I  an no\? to nake a reply,  I  can f ind.  no raore ; . iodest forrrula
than to  say !  I  a r : : .e11 s , l ia re  tha t  the  honour  i s  no t  be ing  d .one to  ne
for tu 'hat  I  anrbut to the purpose wLrich I  have given to ny. ; ;ork.  a,nd
there fore  I  cernnot  f inC any  be t te r  express ion  fo r  th re  g ra t i tude f
feel  than to end.eavour to say i ihy I  have dedicatr- .d mysel f  and ny
s t rength  to  the  caL lse  o f  , , iu rope,  I  have done th is  because I  be l ieve
in  the  un i ty  and.  in  the  un j . f i ca t lon  o f  Eurspg,

bccause I  &n convinced that 17o can br ing

b e c a u s e  I  f e e l  t h a t  i t  i s  o u r  d u t y

t h i s  un i f i oa t i on  abou t ,  and

t o  d o  s o ,

Th is  ve lne rab le  ha l l ,  t h i s  agc -o ld  Chr i s t i an  and  European  c i t y ,
s teeped in  h is tory ,  inc i 'be ne to  turn my g lance back in to  t le  past
of  our  Cont j -nents  in to  a past  fu l l  o f  greatness anc l  hunr i l ia t ion,  fu l l
o f  r ichee and incomprehensib le  d .est ruct ion,  fu l l  o f  great  d t red.s  and
fu l l  o f  suf fer ing.  I  c lo  not  f l inch f ro lo  look ing back.  In  look ing back
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my purpose is  nob as  is  sonet in ies  t i re  case u i t l r  our  opponents
to  bor ro t r  f f , ' on  ' fh r :  pasb ioucepts  l - i l ce  inper ia l i sn  o r  hegemony or
cent ra l i sn  and use th i i . r  as  ad ie  r r i th  i rh ich  to  s ta r : rp  . i lu ropcan events

bhe nodu-nodixn cvents of  our cLay -  wi th disappointpent and. bi t terness
i n h e r i t e d  f r o n  t h e  p a s t  -  t h o s e  u h o  d o  t h i s  e r e  s t r i k i n g  f a l s e  c o i n .

Rather do ' , , '€ toclk back, because i rc are sur. .e that  in the;  genory
o f  the  pas t ,  in  observ in8  our  o ' i /n  evo lu t ione r , re  sha l t  cone to  und.er -
s tand ' , rha t  ve  are ,  to  rea l i ze  nore  s r r re ly  our  t rue  charac ter ,  our
p o t e u t i a l i t i e s  r  o u r  n e e d . s  r  o u r  r e s r o n s i b i l i t y "  i i e  l o o k  b a c l c ,  b c c a u s e
\7e  knot r  tha t  a l ]  l i fe  ,  lne lud ing  t t ra t  o f  na t lons ,  i s  novenent  ,
because ' ,7e  r rou ld .  be  deny ing  the  dynan isn  o f  our  o t rn  ac t io '  i f  r re  vere
e v e r  t o  i n t e r p r e t  l i f e  a s  $ e n e t h i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  i n c e s s a n t  c h a n g e ,  a
c o n s t a n t  e v o l u t i o n ,  a  c r 6 a t i o n  c o n t i n u e  -  a n c l  n o t  a s  a  c o n d i t i o n l . .
n o t  a s  s o m e t h i n g  s t a t i c .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i h t . :  p a s t  i s  p r e s e n t  i n  a l l  o u r
do ings ,  in  every t l " r ing ;  connectcd .  ' ; , r i th  . : : lu ropean un i f i ca t ion  -  jus t  as
t h e  f u t u r e  i s  l l r o s e n t  i n  t h e n ;  f o r  a l l  p o l i t i c s  i s  a  c o n $ t a n t  p r o c e s s
o f  k e e p i n g  f i t  f o r  t h e -  t a s k s  w h i c h  t h c  n e x t  d a y , r i l l  b r i n g .

' T h e r e  i s  l - 1 i ; t l e  i n  o u r  p a s t  i n  r l r i c h  t h e  i n d . e p e n c i e n t  p o l i t i c a l
u t r i t y  o f  i lu rope has  found a  nore  synbo l ic  expr . i ss ion  than in  the  nar l
' , - r l iose nal i le d. ist inguished the pr:-ze rhich I  a i i  honoured to receive
today .  i /hen  the  t ig t r t  o f  h is to ry  l rad  r i sen  fu l i y  over  Nor thern
Europe,  the  o ld  cont inent  hac l  been l i v ing  p . t  peace in te rna l l y  anc l
p ro tac ted  on  i t s  f ron t ie rs  by  t t rc 'Pax  i lo raana.  r iga i .n  and aga in  i t  has
sought  bo th  tc ,  end: r - ts  quar re ls  -  bhe fee l i .ng  tha t  they  \ : /e re  f ra t r i -
c ida l  l ias  never  c i r - r - i te  ex 'b ingu ished -  and to  de fea t  the  ex terna l
dangers  i rh ich  l?ere  never  cn t i : :e ly  abscnt ,  0 f  a l l  the  success fu l  (o "
epparent ly  success fu l )  o t tenp lx  the t  o f  Char lenagne is  11 :e  g ros t  c red . ib le
because l t  lacks  those dub ious  and reck lees  e lencnts  r lh ich  Trere  inherent
i t r  other at teral$e' .  3ut  i t  s l tcceed.t j ( i  for  i l  h istor ical-  noment onIyl  *nd.
then fo l ]o rved tha  ccg inn i r rgs  o f  t t ie  long  process  a t  thc  cnc l  o f  n t t i ch
17e f ind  tha t  na t ionaL s t ruc tu re  o f  i ' l u rope ' . rhose na in  charac ter is t i cs
rvere d.etcrnined by the Congre,ss of '  Vienna. This structure has survived,
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i n t o  o u x  c e n t u r y ,  i n t o  o u r  d a y s  e v e n r  & s  a  d e l i c a t e l y  p o i s e d .  s y s t e m
of  s ta tes  sk i l fu t l y  anc l  pa in fu l l y  kep t  in  ba l -ance by  i l re  conoer t  o f
po \?ers  th rough add ing  ernd  tak ing  a t ray  r , re igh ts ,  ye t ,  in  the  end. ,  i t
h a s  l o s t  i t s  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  f a i l e d  i n  t h c  o n e  d . e c i . g i v e
tes t  wh ich  any  Euro t lean po l i t i ca l  sys te r r  raus t  und.ergo :  in  t i . ro  wor1d.
wars  i t  has  demonst ra ted .  i t s  inab i l i t y  to  p reserve  the  iL te  yny1 peace
of  Europe and to  guarantee  i t s  ex te rnar  secur i ty .

Contenrporary  European h is tc ry  and -  p lease God -  i t s  sa fe  and.
happy fu tu t 'e  da te  f ron  tha t  t in re .  \ i ' i ns ton  Church i l l  d re ,  up  i t s
prograHne with v is ionary poi ' rer  rvhen in 1946 hc spoke in the European
c i t y  o f  Z i i r i c h  o f  t h e  n e e c l  t o  c r e a t e  , r a  k i n d  o f  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f
E u r o P Q " . O t h e r  s t a t e s L ' l e n  ( n e e d  I  n e n t i o n  t h e r n  b y  n a n e ?  p c r h a p s  I  h a d
b e s t  s a y :  o t h e r  r e c i p i e n t s  o f  t h e  c h a r l c n a g n e  p r i z e )  r r a v e  t * k e n  u p
the  c rea t ive  task  anc l  count less  l lu ropeans have pu t  thepse1-ves  a t  i t s
serv i -ee '  " l /here  pr inces  bu i ld ,  th r , r re  i s  p len ty  o f  r ro r lc  fo r  car te rs*

t o d a y r  t h e  p l a c e  o f  t h e  p r i n c e s  i s  t a k e n  b y  t h e  n a t i o n s  t h e . n s e l v e s .
These s ta tesmen and those l rho  have he lped then have pu t  i in  en6 to  the
apparent  bu t  dece l> t ive  au tonat isn t  o f  the  ba lance o f  po i ie r  in  i r lu rope,
they have also end.ed t l ie gane o: f l  changing : l , l l iances to sui t  cor i -
ven ience,  and have d 'ec ided to  en t rus t  Europc  to  i lu ropean ser f -gov€r ' -
m e n t  -  i f  y o u  t r i l t  p e r r n i t  t n e  t o  u s e  t i r i s , , r o r d  o n  n u n i c i p a l  s o i l n

True,  'bhe  conc l i t ions  r : f  o r l r  t i rnes  t r *ve  he lped us .

In  th is  contex t  I  am not  i l r ink ing  pr inar i l ; r  even o f  i l r c  th rea t
to  Europe by  an  expans ive ,  combat ive  sys ten  inpc l led  by  a  fanat ic
ideo logy ,  a  sys ten  fo r  v rh ich  in  the  long run  coex is tenee r , r i th  l iber ty
neans no  r lo l :e  than a .  sba te  o f  p rov is iona l  to le : :a t ion  nuch as  th i -s
danger has csntr ibuted to r : raking Europeans real ize the need. for  uni-
f i  ca i i< ln .

I  rather refer to t l ro fund.anental  c i rcur:stences r , rh ich i re
descr ibe  as  the  very  c r i te r ia  o f  the  ne l r  g loba l  agL,  i rh ic i r  has

i : ight

d a..rned

, r r f a a ,
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i n  o u r  l i f e t i m e

T h e  f i r s t  i s  a  n o w  s e n $ e  o f  s p a c e .  T c c h n i c a l  d e v e l c p n n e n t
espec ia l l y  in  t re r ,nspor t  l ias  r ie rd .e  t i rc  vor ld  shr ink  in  a . r , ray  tha t
Hou ld  have been beyond tho  i r : tag iner t ion  o f  p rev ious  genera t ions .
Every  one has  becot rc  everyoners  r rc ighbour .  l ' l o t  one European s ta te
ex tends  in  any  d- i rec t ion  ovcr  a  d is tance i . rh ich  e inyone o f  i t s  in -
h a b i t a n t s  c o u l d  n o t  c o v e r  i n  a  s L n g l e  d a y .  B u t  o t h e . r  s t a t e s ,  o t h e r
e c o n o r t i c  u n : l t s  a r e  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  d i n e n s i o n s ,  T h e y  s e t  t h e  p a c e
because they  are  a l ready  in  a  pos iL ion  to  r , ia lce  fu l I  use  s f  thc
m o d e r n  l a r g e - s e a l e  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s ,  r ; h i l s t  t h e  E u r o p e a n  a l l o t n e n t
gardc 'ners  do  no t  know vrhcre  ' [o  use  the i : :  nc to r  p loughs .

Second ly ,  I7e  f ind  tha t  what  i s  vc ry  cor : ip rehcns ivc ly  ca1 led"
t revo lu t ion ' t l  o , r ld  in  par t i cu la r  the  i r r te l lec tua l  p rogress  o f  nank i . t ld ,
has  ga therec l  b rea th- tak ing  s1 :eed.  Le t  nc  speak  on ly  o f  the  6os t
e lenentary  exprLass ion  o f  sovere ign  po i rc r r  the  techno logy  o f  uar  has
l e f t  t h e  p o l i t i c i a t r s  s o  f a r  b e h i n d  t h a t  a n y  i c l e a  o f  o n e  o f  t h e
E u r o p e a n  s t a t e s  s t i l l  h a v i n g  g e n u i n e  s o v e r c i g n t y  t o  c L e c i d e  a l o n c  o n
! ,?ar  and.  peace is  dooned to  r id icu l .e

0 f  c o u r s e  r  r e i t h e r  o f  t h c s e  c i r c u n s t a n c e s  -  t h e  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e
oategor ies  o f  spacc  and o f  t inc  -  has  en  au tonra t ic  e f fcc t .  l , lo  po l i t i c -
a l  ehange is  the  rnechan ic ; r l  resu l t  o f  changes 1n  onv i ronncnt r  : r 'herever
there  are  po l i t i cs ,  ihe  hunan v i l l  i s  engaged.  But  ' . , rha t  i s  happen ing
i f  tha t  nen is  beg inn ing  to  rea l i ze  h is  don in ion  over  h is  c .nv i ron-
m e n t s  t o  a n  e x t e n t  h e  p r e v i o u s l y  d a r e d  n o t  c o n s i d e r .  t / h o ,  w h e n  , r e

' v r e r e  s t u d e n t s r  s p o k e  t o  u s  o f  a n y  p o l i c y  o n  e c o n o r i i c  t r e n d . s  i n  t h c
sense in  r+h ich  l?e  today  unders tand th :_s  tc rn?  ?o  nos t  o f  us  the
econon ic  cyc le  l ras  ra thar  l i kc  sunsh ine  or  ha i l7  one hac l  to  kno*  tha t
i t  cx is ted  r  and the  op t i r : i i s ts  thought  i t  !?as  good. ,  r+h i le  thc  pess i -
n i s t s  c o n s i d e r e d  i t  a  t n i s f o r t u n e .  T o d a y ,  a n t i c y c t i c a l  p o l i c y  i s  a
cent ra ]  pcr , r t  o f  econon ic  po l i cy  and the  ar t :  as  in  vh ich  nen is
endeavour inS to  ex tend h is  don in ion  by  i t s  use  aru  gro , , r ing  cons tar i t l y
g r e a t e r '  C e r b a i n l y r  t h i s  n e v  b o l d n e s s  I i k e  a n y  o t h e r  e n t a i l s
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c e r t a i n  r i s k s ,  I n  p i : r . b i c u l , ; r  i t

r e s p e c t  t o  r r h a t  h a s  b c e n  h a n d e c l

o v e r 0 s t i r : r a t e  t h i s  r j . s k :  f  i ; h i n i < ,

at  erny rs.Lte havc lcast  causc -bo

i n h i . r i  t e d  h a b i  t s  I

cn ta i l . s  thc .  r : i sk  o f  pay ing  .boo l i t le

d.orrrr  b-v ' l ; r 'adi  t iono But c lc l  not  Let ua

in  fa r : t  I  f care  th i r 'b  i?c  L lu ropcans

Tlo: , ' f ,y  ; ; r ,bout thc presrJrvat ion of

Th j -s  b r ings  us  to  bhe innernos t  corc  o f  t t re  i lu ropean phcnonehopr
The dreadfu l  conrmls ions  i ' rh ich  i la rk  I iu ropean h is to ry  in  the  f i rs t
pert  of  our cen'bury,  h i tvc erouscd r !  nuv/  f reeclonr f ron prejudice tn our
re la t ions  rv : l th  t l to  t rad  i t iona l  pc l . ' i . t i ca l  g t rue tu : :e  .  Not  tha t  1he
s e n s e  o f  n a t i o n a l i t y  h a s  b u e n  e x t i n g u i s h e d  -  d e s p i t e  t h r c  h o r r i b l e
abuse to  wh ich  i t  hes  been pu t .  No:  Er r rope is  and a lways  v r i l l  be
var ie ty .  I t ' s  po \7er  and r ts  charac tc r  l ie  in  the  lnu . rense r i chness  o f
i t s  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  i t s  p r : o n i e s ,  i  i ; s  t a L e r : t s ,  i t s  i : i c m o r i c s  v h i c h  w e
c a l l  h i s t o r y "  B u l :  t h e  s e l l s c  o f  n a t i o n a l i t y  h a s  c h a n g e d .  I t  h a s
bec'n pur i f i t lc l .  f 'b hr=ts put al ' / i . r ,y i ' r ;s cLestrnci i* . re qual i t ies,  i ts
h e r e d i t a r y  e n t l i t i e e  ,  i - ' ; t  r : L v a l r i c s ,  i t s  r i s p i r a ' b i o n s  t o  h e . g c n o n y .

For  Europe has  co i : ie  bo  iea l i zc  tha t  i t  represents  no t  on . Iy
v a . ? i c t y .  I t  j - s  e l s o  r i n i ' , y ,  u n i t y  i n  c l i v e r s i t y .  A n i d e t  a l l  t t r e  c l i f f e r -
e n c e s  ' b h e r a  i s  n  ' o a s i c  

s n b s t a n e e  o f  i c i c n t i c a l  e l e n i e n t s ,  c o n c l i t i o n s ,
c a p a c i t i . i : e ,  v a l u c s ,  a n d  p s y c h o l o g : i - c a t  a s  g e 1 1  a s  i n t e L l e c t u a l -  c o n -
cepts  he ld .  in  conr :onr  i ]  sc l l se  o f  i : : . ' berdependence in  happ iness  or
n is fo r tunL\ ,  r -n  j c i r . t l y  shap i . : r61  or  su f f i : r ing  our  fa tc ,  in  g rea t  cor .u ; ron
ureaknes.qcs ,  bu t  : r l -so  in  b r i l ; . ian t  cor : i l : ton  ach icvements  cu l tu ra l ,
econor l i c  a t " ,d .  po l i t : . ca l . .  I6  no t  . / : .D i j : - r -ca  €1 'c r le  eJ- though cer ta in ly  'o t
c o t e r n i l l o l l s  w i b h  3 i r . : o 1 ; e  n o r  a  p a r b  o f  i i ,  a t  l e a s t  t o  e  c c n s i d . e r a b l e
extcnt a Enropea-r  , : : r i ' :at ion? ; lnd j .s not 'L i re Lron Curte.r in nr ich more
than. r  dcep l -v  e r , ia r t i r rg ;  na t ion i t l  t vounr j  -  does  j . t  n6 t  cu t  r igh t  th rough
the  very  hear t  o : f  , lu ropc? i lu rc tpe  has  no i r  unc le r take l  .bo  g ive  po l i t i ca l
e x p r c s s i o n  a n d  p r l i t i c a l  f o r r :  t o  t h i s  u . n i t y  i i r  d . i v e r s i t y .  T h i s  i s
happening r : rost  fo: :c ib iy"  j - : r tcnsir ' , - . l -y anct in the l rost  advanced. f , ranner
in  our  Eu: 'opcan Conr : tun i ' i : i i ; s  n  r , ihc . le  essent ia l  sec tors  o f  econon ic

, r r f a , .
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pol icy o,rc pl , rced uncicr  ts Conr,runi ty d. iscipl ine i , r i th the 5elp of
o rgan iza t i . . lna l  L icans  pa t tc ' rned on  th ;  exper ience ge ined rv i th  fed .era l
c o n s t i t u t i o n s .  T h c  f a c t  t h e t  -  a s  y c t  -  t h i s  c o r e  o f  E u r o p c  i s  f o r n e d
by no  nore  than s ix  count r i cs  i s  no t  o f  our  d .o ing ,  i t  j . s  t f re  r lo lng
of  tho 's ' '  who ha t re  so  fa r  no t  acceptcd  thc  inv i ta t ion  to  jo in  fo r
r e a s o n s r  i n c i . d e n t a r l y ,  w h i c h  v e  r . i u s t  f u r l y  r e s p e c t .  y e t ,  t h i s  i s
no t  a  chance d 'eve lopnent .  l lhe  area  covercd . 'by  thc  Connun i t i cs  i s
ident ica l  v r i th  the  te r r i to ry  o f  those s ta tes  wh ich  rvere  brought  to
the  edge o f  phys ica l  and po l i t i ce . l  d .es t ruc t ion  by  the  i ran ton  na t iona l -
s o c i a l i s t  a d v e n t u r c ,  T h i s  c x p e r i e n c e  h a s  l e f t  i n  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  t h e s c
nat ions  the  fc rvent  w ish  tha t  such & th ing  sha l l  never  happen a6ye in .
rn  the i r  cons t i tu t ions  thcy  have opened the  r?ay  to  r ra ivc rs  o f
sovere ign ty  in  favour  o f '  European ins t i tu t ions  -  *h ' t  a  d ranat ic
devc lopncnt  !

Th is  i s  as  fa r  as  any  cxp lana t i on  o f  , rha t  i s  happcn ing  i n
Europe  today  w i l l  8o .  Fo r  t he  t ru i :  changcs ,  t i r c  changes  ;h i ch  nake
h i s t o r y r  a r e  n o t  t h o s e  r c f l e c t c c l  i n  c x t e r n a l ,  t e c h n i c a l  o r  e c o n o n i c
fac ts  r " rh i ch  i n f Juence  ou r  behav iou r .  T ruc  ,  t hcsc  ua te r i a l  cond i t i ons
and  the i r  evo lu t i on  a re  i r i po r tan t  bccause  r i an  l i ves  by  b rcad ,  bu t
no t  by -  b read .  a lone .  The  t rue  cha .ngeo ,  hcvcve r ,  a re  ooour r i ng  i n  t hc
sou l  o f  nan . ' , / e  no  l onger  r van t  t o  scc  i n  ou r  Eu ropeen  ne ighbour  ou r
ene .my  r ' r ho  i s  s t r i v i ng  to  k i l l  t r s r  o r  p lann ing  to  undern ine  L ru r
p rospe r i t y  o r  ou r  p rcs t i gc ,  i / c  do  no t  t ran t  t hc  vo rke r  f ron  Sou the rn
I ta l .y  whon rve ca l l  to  the Nor t l :  becausc \ : re  necrL h im to ba regard.ed as
no  no re  than  a  fac to r  o f  p roc luc t i on ,  we  d .o  no t  i v i sh  tha t  hc  sha l l  be
t rea ted  d i f  f e ren t l y  f r ' ou  ou rse l vus .  i ' ' ye  v r i sh  to  be  c r ) - c i t i zens  i n  ou r
coninon Europe n

Is  tha t  r . i ys t i c i s r . r?  I t  i s  as  r : r ys t i ca . l  es  thc  fe rc t  t ha t  where  100
years  ago  w ind .H i l l s  i l e re  tu rn ing  r . re  nou  f i nd  a ton i c  F i l es .  I t  i s  as
nys t i ca l  as  the  expec ta t i on  the t  t ono r rou  o r  t he  day  a f t c r  1 : i c  sha l1
f1y to  . t l rner ica at  a  speed a l lo i . r ing us to  arr lvc  at  an ear l ic r  hour
than that  o f  our  depar ture -  because r /c  havc over taken i ;he s l lnr

c n n  l z t  . t
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