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Your  Exce lJenc ies ,  Lad les  and  Gen t lemen  :

I t  i s  a  ve ry  g rea t  honour  and  a  sou rce  o f  d .eep  sa t i s fac t j - on  fo r
me to have th is  oppor tunl ty  of  adc l ress ing you in  the h is tor ic  pa lazzo

Vecch io r  o t r  t he  occas ion  o f  t he  p resen t  mee tS-ng  o f  t he  European  pa r l i a -

men ta ry  Commi t tee  on  Research  and  C ' r l t u re  and  the  ce remony  wh ich  i s
be ing  he ld  to  rna rk  the  s igna tu re  o f  t he  ag reemen t  f o r  t he  pu rchase  o f
the  s i t e  o f  t he  European  Un i - ve rs i t y .  No r l  t ha t  t h i s  s tep  has  been  taken ,
we  can r  I  t r us t ,  l ook  fo rward  to  the  speedy  imp lemen ta t i on  o f  t he
E u r o p e a n  U n i v e r s i - t y  p r o j o c t .

f  wou ld  l i ke  to  pay :  t r i bu te  to  the  un l fo r rn l y  con -s t ruc t i ve  a t t i t ude
wh ich  the  I t a l i an  Govc rnmen t  has  a l r l ays  adop ted .  t owards  the  ques t i on  o f
se t t i ng  up  the  European  Un ive rs i t y .  f  a l so  w lsh  to  than i i .  Mr .  La  p i - ra ,

Iv layor  of  th is  c i ty ,  which is  so h igh ly-pr ized by a1l -  European6 as a
c rad le  o f  t he  a r t s  and  c i v i l i za t j - on .  Fu r the rno re ,  f  shou ld  l - i ke  to
express my grat i tude to  l '1r '  Geiger ,  Chai rman of  the Europeal  Par l iamentary

Comrn i t t ee  on  Ressa rch  and  Cu l - tu re rwho  has  on  so  many  occas ions  pubJ . i c l y

a f f i rmed  the  i npo r tance  he  a t tache .q  to  a  p ro jec t  wh ich  i s  so  v i t a l  f o r
the  fu r the rance  o f  Eu ropean  cu l tu rc ,  and  who  has  succeeded  in  ob ta in ing
unanimous suppor t  for  h is  v iews in  the European par l ianent .
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On th l "s  ocoaeion,  a l low me to recal l  br ie f l "y  the Ecope and the
s ign i f i cance  o f  -he  p roposa ls  d rawn  up  by  the  rn te r im  commi t tee  on  the
European  un i ve rs i t y ,  wh ich  co rnp le ted  i t s  de l j - be ra t i ons  ho re  i n  F lo rence
a  l i t t l e  ove r  a  yea r  ago ,

rn  con fo rm i t y  w i th  the  i ns t ruc t i - ons  rece i ved
Min i -s ters  of  the European communi t ies,  the commit
separa te  se ts  o f  p roposa ls  wh ich  mesh  toge the r  t o
p rog ramne .

f rom the Counci ls of

tee  drew up th ree

form a single overal l

The  f i r s t  se t  o f  p roposa ls  i nvo l ves  the  deve lopmen t  o f  exchanges
amongs t  ex i s t ' i ng  un i ve rs i t i es  wh ich  a re  and  w i l l  con t i nue  to  be  the
bas i s  o f  un i ve rs i t y  educa t i on  i n  ou r  coun t r j - es .  I t  i s  e6sen t j , a l  t ha t
s tuden ts  be  g i ven  fa r  g rea te r  oppor tun i t i es  than  they  now have  o f
s t t t dy ing  ab road  fo r  a  subs tan t i a l  po r t i on  o f  t he i r  un l ve rs i - t y  ca ree r6 .
In  the modern vror ld  anc l  j -n  the Europe of  toc lay,  anyone who has not  spent
some t ime  ou ts ide  h i s  own  coun t r y  i - n  i , he  cou rse  o f  h i s  schoc , i  and  un i -
ve rs i t y  t ra in ing  i s  bound  to  be  rega rded  as  someth ing  o f  a  p rov inc ia l .
I f  we  a re  to  ach ieve  adeqr ra te  resu l t s ,  cu r r j - cu la  w iL l  have  to  be  ha rmon-
izedla $0l l9ra1 d 'egreo equiva lence system ovo}veci  and a wtde f ,ang€ of
spec ia l  f ac i l i t i es  p rov ided '  I t  i s  a l . so  impor tan t  t o  a r range  fo r  1a r6e -
sca le  exchanges  o f  t each ing  s ta f f  amongs t  ou r  un i ve rs i t i es ;  t he  i n t ro -
duc t i on  o f  t he  p rac t i ce  o f  t t r e  sabba t i ca l  yea r  wou ld  he rp  towards  the
a t ta inmen t  o f  t h i s  goa l .

A  second  ca tego ry  o f  p roposa ls  i - s  conce rned  w i th  the  deve lopmen t
and  c rea t j - c - rn  c f  Bu ropean  ins t i t u tes  fo r  h ighe r  eduea t ion  and  resea rch .
The  j -dea  he re  i s  t o  p rov ide  s tuden ts ,  resea rch -worke rs  and  p ro fesso rg
f rom a l l  t he  member  coun t r i es  w i th  an  oppor tun i t y  o f  a t tend j -ng
spec ia l i zed  i ns t i t u tes  w i th  pa r t i cu la r l y  va luab le  t rad i t i ons  o r  w i th  modern
fac i - l i t i es  and  equ ipmen t  no t  read i l y  f ound  e l sewhere ,
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one  po r :o ib i l i t y  w i l l  be  to  deve lop  l ns t i t u tee  o f  es tab l i shed  compe tence
and  wor th l such  aB  the  co l l ege  o f  Eu rope  i n  B ruges  and .  o the r  i ns t i t u tes
fo r  Eu ropean  s tud ies .  Ano the r  wou ld  be  to  se t  up  new j -no t i t u tes  fo r
advanced research,  whlch are genera l ly  acknowledgecl  to  be lack ing in
B u r o p e .

Las t l y ,  t he  p ro jec t  i nvo l ves  the  c rea t i on  o f  t he  European  Un ive rs i t y
wh ich  i s  t he  occas ion  fo r  ou r  mee t iqg  he re  toc lay .  wha t  r  have  j us t  sa id
shows  c1ear l y ,  r  t h ink ,  t ha t  i n  t he  m inds  o f  t he  p romote rs  o f  t he  Euro -
pean  un i ve rs i t y  i dea  the re  i s  no  i n ten t i on  o f  m in im iz ing  the  p res t i ge  o f
the  es tab l l shed  un j - ve rs i t i es  o r  t he i r  con t r i bu t i on  to  Eu ropean  educa t i on ,
n o r  o f  o v e r r o o k i n g  t h e  n e e d  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p r n e n t  o f  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n s t l t u t e e ,

rn  the  bas i c  concep t ion  o f  t he  European  un i ve rs i t y  a t  F lo rence ,  t he re
i s  one  fundan ten ta l  f ea tu re  wh ich  i s  qu i te  un ique .  whereas  the  t rad i t i ona l -
t y p e  u n i v e r s i t y  a c t s  a s  h o s t  t o  a  m i n o r i t y  o f  s t u d e n t s  a n d  p r o f e s s o r s
f r o m  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  s t u d e n t s  a n d  p r o f e s s o r s  w i l - l  c a r r y  o u t  t h e i r  r e -
sea rch  work  and  p lay  the i r  l r a r t  j - n  t he  co rpo ra te  l i f e  o f  t he  neu r  un i ve rs i t y
i n  a  se t t i ng  where  no  one  na t i ona l i t y  w i l l  be  nuner l ca l l y  p reponderan t .

A n o t h e r  n o v e l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h i s  u n i v e r s i t y  i s  t h a t  i t  w i l l
no t  a im  a t  cove r ing  t . he  who le  span  o f  t he  v io rk  done  a t  a  t rad i t i ona l -
t ype  un i ve rs j - t y .  The  s tuden ts  who  a t tend  w i l l  a l reac l y  have  conp l .e ted
th ree  o r  f ou r  yea ra  o f  t he i r  s tuc l i es  a t  ex i s t i ng  un i - ve rs i t i es  and
es tab l i shmen ts ,  and  they  w i l l -  have  to  be  up  to  genu ine  resea rch  work
s tandard  when  they  en te r  t he  Un ive rs i t y ,  The  on l y  deg ree  wh ich  i t  i s
p lanned  to  con fe r  i - s  a  Bu ropean  un i - ve rs i t y  c roc to ra te .
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The  ne l v  Un ive rs i t y  w i l l  no t  have  facu l t i es ,  bu t  i ns tead  a  number
o f  depar tmen ts  wh ich  v r i l l  by  no  means  ca te r  f o r  t he  who le  range  o f
sub jec ts  no rma l l y  t augh t  a t  un i ve rs i t l cs .  On  the  bas l s  o f  t he  sugges t i ons
tnade  60  fa r ,  p r i o r i t y  wou lc l  go  to  those  sub jec ts  wh ich  wou ld  bene f l t
f r om be ing  t rea ted  i n  a  Eu ropean  con tex t  and  fo r  wh ich  the re  i s  a
genui r ie  need,  and which would at  the same t j^ rne serve to  g ive f resh
mean ing  to  the  cu l tu ra l  va lues  by  r vh i - ch  we  se t  such  s to re .

f n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  o n e  a s p e c t  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t  t h a t  I  s h o u l d
] i ke  to  s ing le  ou t  f o r  spec j -aL  men t ion .  Fa r  f rom the re  be ing  any  des i re
to  l im i t  t he  Un ive rs i t y  t o  t he  s i x  nenber  coun t r i es  o f  t he  Buropean
Commun i t l es ,  i t  has  a lways  been  c lea r l y  unders tooc l  t ha t  s tuden ts  and
pro fesso rs  f rom o the r  coun t r j - es r  a r l d  i n  pa r t i cu la r  t t r ose  fo r  whose
deve lopmen t  Eu rope  fee l s  t ha t  she  bea rs  a  spec ia l  r . espons ib i l i t y ,  wou ld
h a v e  f u l 1  a c c e s s  t o  i t .  A l r e a d y  a  n u m b e r  o f  c o u n t r i e s  h a v e  s i g n i f i e d
k e e s  i n t e r e s t  j . n  t h e  p o s s i b l l i t y  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  1 n  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y .

Lad les  and  gen t l emen ,  you  rnay  fee l  t ha t  t he  p rac t i ca l  ; . pp roach
adop ted  towards  the  new Un i . ve rs i t y ,  t he  f j - r s t  o f  f i c i a l  ac t  o f  wh lch  we
are  ce leb ra t i ng  today ,  f a11s  sho r t  o f  t he  amb i t i ous  sp i r i t  i n  wh ich  i t
was  o r i -g ina l1y  conce ived ,  espec ia l l y  i n  v j -ev r  o f  t he  fac t  t ha t  du r ing
the  i n i t i a l  f i ve -yea r  pe r iod  i t  i s  p lanned  to  p rov j -de  fac i l i t i ee  fo r
no  no re  than  )oo  s tuden ts  pe r  yea r .  rn  my  v iew ,  however ,  t he  In te r j -m
Conrui t tee has been wel l -adv i -sed to  terke heecl  o f  the var ious recommen-
dat ions for  moderate and reasonable act i -on whi -ch were macle to  i t  f rom
var ious  qua r te rs ,  I t  shou ld  no t  be  fo rgo t t cn  tha t  ou r  mos t  h igh l y -
r e p u t e d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  w e r e  n o t  c r e a t e d  o v e r n l g h t .  L e t  u s  p l a c e  o u r
t rus t  i n  t hose  whose  m iss ion  i t  w i l l  be  to  gu ide  the  Eurcpean  Un ive rs i t y
in  F l -orence on i ts  way on the basis  of  the t rad i t ional -  academic f ree-
doms ,  and  to  bu i l d  up  f rom these  modes t  beg inn j -ngs  an  j . ns t i t u t i on  i n
l ine lv i th  the demands which wi l l  inev i tab ly  be made on i t  anc l  wor thy
o f  t he  i dea ls  to  wh ich  they  a re  p ledged .




