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The Fourth General Repnart an the activities of the European
Economic Cemmunity, which I have the henour to introduce in this House
today, ccvers the period 16 May 1960 to 30 April 1961, that is to say the
third year ef practical work by the Community. |

. The Repart -~ which the Comi:ission has endeavoured, despite the extent
of the subject matter to keep within manageabie size = describes and analywzes
the problems that face our Institutions, the work that has been done and
the measures that have been taken. Once again it cannot be the purpose nf
these introductery remarks to duplicate the repcrt itself. What I am

aiming at is something different.

The. idea of requiring the Executive to prepare a general report for
submission to the Parliament is drawn frem the Treaty establishing the Coal
and Steel Community. In our case the Repcrt.is not the only means through
which the Parliament can exercise control. It prevides, however, a welcome
oppertunity to-draw up a balance and to examine our conscience; -this
applies beth tc the results attained and the tasks ahead. It is, if you

like, an embryo "State of the Cemmunity Mesgage"

In this conneetion I would like %o put the question: how far have
we got today with the Community? What have its successes been, and where’
are its weaknesses? What external and internal factors have exercised
their influence upon it? What direction will it be taking in the more

immediate future and by what methods will it work?

When we lock at the balance sheet of the past year, there is one
point that catches our attentiont it is the start made on 1 Jarmary 1961

w1th the execution of the acceleration decision.

I need hardly remind this Hcure of the content of this decision.
Its essential importance lies in the fact that from the start of 1961
the provisions concerning the reduction of tariffs between Member States
and these concerning the cemmen external tariff were put into praetice

a year earlier than was laid down in the Treaty..
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But this is not the only reason why this decision is of such

importanoé. That the reaction to the decision was so striking within
the Cemmunity and beyend its confines is because it showed the lember
States to be in earnest about geing beyond the first - and certainly the
most easily assimilated - tariff reduction ef 10%; with their tariff
reduction of 30% they made a real breach in the custems barriers that
were dividing their econrmies into watertight compartments. VWhat is
more, the three reductions of 10% were all made across the board; thisg
means that the minimum reduction of 25% which the Treaty requires fer
all products by the end of the first stage has already in practice been
exceeded. Of no less importance - both because of the determination i%
reflected and the consequences which ensued - was the first alignment
of national tariffs on the commen customs tariff, This is not only a
prerequisite if there is to be a common commercial policys it will also

be one of the tools of this policy.

When in addition we recall that infringements of these provisions
have affected less than 1% of the volume of trade we may well say that
in connection with the customs union Member States have uet the ~bligations
undertaken by them and even gone considerably further. Because of its
intrinsic impecrtance and because of the precise nature of the timetable
laid down for it in the Treaty, this customs union can be losked upon as
the real structural {ramework round which the whole preocess of integration

is built up.

But we must nnt forget - and the Commission for its part never
loses sight of this fact - that our Comuunity is not just a customs

union; it is a true economic union.

It is, therefore, a characteristic of the past year which should
be noted that the Institutions have been paying increased attention to
agreement en commcn pelicies in specific fields. Our Par liament; which
has an essential share in this work, is fully aware of all that this
entails: thorough knowiedge of the situation, creative imagination and

a balance between oﬁposing interests.,



And here we find ourselves face to face with a problem of the great-

2st impertance. Fnr several forms of production which are of vital
imprrtance to broad groups in the population, the ccemmon agricultural

pelicy aims at translating the Common Market into practical reality.

In connection with this pelicy we may be said to have moved frem
the phase of investigation to the phase of decisions. What has been done
in this connection in the last twelve months is not inconsiderable, even
if 1t dees not go far enough. By December 1960 the Ccuncil had decided
en principles that would govern a Buropean market crganization for
agricultural produce; the Cam:iission has Just submitted to governments
two draft regulations on the application c¢f the levy system in two key
sectors, grain and pigmeat; tvo more proposzals by the Coemmission deal
with the application of the rules of competition and the settlement of
minimum prices; further draft regulations are in preparation and are to
follew shortly. Meanwhile, you are well aware of the great difficulties
which are holding up the apprcval of these proposals by the Council and
consequently slewing down the practical application of the common agri-

cultural policy.

Ner has there been neglect of the other sectcrs for which the
Treaty envisages that a cemmen pclicy shall be established or that steps
shall be taken to prepare or to establish the ccenditions which would
make pessible a co-ordination of policies. Pregress on the different items
has been variable. As you know, the,L Regulation on the Buropean Sncial
Fund has been passed by the Council. The Fund,which is an essential
factor in applying a social pclicy within the Cemmunity, will soon be in
a position to fulfil the tasks allotted to it by the Treaty. Another
Regulation just passed by the Council, acting on a proposal from the
Cemnission, concerns the free movement of workers; 1t lays down the
conditions which shall apply to this freedom of movement for an initial

period cf two years.

I other secters less has been achieved; in most cases this lack

of progress is due to the multiplicity of the problems to be solved,
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A number of proposals have been transmitted to the Council by the Ccmmisg-
sion. At present they are the subject of discussions as a prelude to the
decisions which the Council will take. Hore I will mention only the mnst

v important of these proposals

(a)  Preposal for a regulation on cartels and deminant pcsitions on

marketss

(b) Propcsals, worked out jointly with the High Authority of the Ceal
and Steel Cemmunity and the Commission of Euratom, on the first

measures to be taken for the co-ordination of energy policy;

(¢) Draft general programmes for the removal of limitations on the

right of establishment and on the freedom to supply servicess

(d) Memorandum on the lines to be follewed b;- the common transport
policy = a subject discussed by the Council fzr the first time at
a meeting held here yesterday with the Liinisters of Transport of
the Member States.,

I would like to sum this up by saying - and I will come back te
this point in a minute - that progress has also been made in establish-
ing our economic unicn, and the Commission has been paying special
attention to this aspect. But here, where we have to take complex sectors
¢f economic policy and shape them according to circumstances, the difficulties
are much greater than in connection with the more or less antomatic advance
of the customs union. That s in the nature of things and was to be
expected. But apprzciation of this does not alter the fact that both the
Ireaty and economic commen sense force us to insist that the two secters
shall keep in step and to re.wnd all concerned of this requirement again

and again.

The review of the activities of the Community would be incomplete
if I were to omit certain results which have been attained in tha field
of our external relatiens. Mhe negotiations between the Cemmission and
the Greek Government for the associaticn of Grecoe with the Community
have been brought to their conclusion; +this House will shortly be called
upon to give its opinion on the text of the Agreement,; which can then be
taken through its final stages. I hope-you will allow me to express the

satisfaction which the Commission feels at the conclusion of this Agreement,
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the political impartance of which cannot bu exagerated. But you will
also allow me to g.ve expression to some regret about the difficulties
which have cccurred in the application of the procedures laid down in the

Treaty., Their application should have rested on two principles:

(z) DMutual trust between the Institutions of the Commanity in the
commen will to a loyal collaboration which takes both the joint and

the individual interests of members into account;

(b) The correct execution of the Treaty, which allccates the respon-

sibilities incumbent on each of the Institutions.

Il we take a firm stand on this basis it should not be difficult
to draw from our experience the lessens which will improve our working
methods without being petty and without deviating from the path laid
down for us by the Treaty.

Lesgs speotacqlar because more technical, and yet also of considerable
pelitical importance, were the lengthy custems negotiations carried en in
GATT on the basis of Article XXIV (6) of the General Agreement; the conclusion
of these negotiations led to the recognition of the common customs tariff
by the Contracting Parties, which include all those countries that vontribute

most to world trade.

Although the negotiations proved more difficult than had been expected, -
their aim has in the main becn attained. The decision taken by the Council
of Ministers on 3 May 1961 opened the door for the beginning of the se~called
"2illon" round of negotiations, although the re-negetiations had at the time
not all been concluded in every detail. With its offer of a 20% tariff reduc—
tion acress the board, the Community gave the new round of negotiations a
lively start and it is to be hopéd as a result that these negotiations, which
are based on the principle of Teeiprocity, will take us a great step forﬁard
towards the liberalization of world trade.

Finally, the years 1960 to 1961 have shown that the African countries
which che associated with the Community because nf their special relations
with particular Member States wish to maintain the links established by this
association even after.attaining their independence and until such time as
a system is found that is better fitted to meet the new situation. This
‘Parliament, which is watching with the closest attention, the problems of
relations between the Community and our African rartners, and which tock
the initiative for the great conference held here last week, 13 so well
informed about the questions that arise in this field and the attitude of
the other Cymmunity Institutions to these problems that I need go no further

on fhis sub ject,
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The review we have prepared can be said to have much on the credit
side of the balance, In the werld of industry and economic policy

there are two points which also deserve mention:

a) The Community has mcved further along thé path of economic expansion

and the prospects for the future are favourable;

b) The consolidation of the Community, and in particular the extra
strength given to it by the speed-up, have themselves contributed

in no small measure to the favoursble economic development.

Nobody denies that the Community is going though a period of
vigorous economic expansion, Despite the recession in the United States
and the slowing. down in world economic activity, the rate of economic
growth in the Furopean Economic Community was very high in 1960, The
aims which the Member States have to pursue by means of a co-ordinated
economic and cyclical policy - economic expansion, a high level of
employment, a higher standard of living, stable prices and an equili-

brium in the balance of payments - have been achieved.

In this connection I may be allowed to give you a few figures.
The real growth in the grcss national product works out for the
Community as a whole at about 7 %. Industrial production in particular

increased its rate of grewth from 7% in 1959 to 12% in 1960,

Trade within the Community was about 25 % higher than in 1959
and nearly 50 % higher than in 1958. Such high rates of grewth
used not to be attained in those years of the past when industrial
output was rising at a comparable pace., This developement shows

the dynamic effzcts of the process of integration,
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The lively expansion of demand in the Community led tm a _
sharp increase in purchases frum non;member countries: in cdmpariscn
with 1959 the increase was 20% (by value); this means that the
expansion of trade amongst the Six has not hampered trade between
the Buropean Economic Commuhity and non-member countries, although

the demand from these countries has slackened,

Confirmation of this dynamic force in industry can be seen
in the fact that capital investment from abroad, particularly from
the United States, has increased in the Community. In 1958 166 mil~
lion dollars of foreign capitcl were invested in the six countries
of the Community taken together; in 1960 this figure rose to about
270 million,

Finally - and this is a particularly important point - the
last few years, and 1960 in particular, have confirmed the growing
independence of the business trend in the Community from business
developments in outside countries. The favourable development regis-
tered in the first few months of 1961 and the trends which are
becoming apparent suggest that the nztional product of the European
Economic Community at the end of 1961 will show a rate of. growth of
56 and that the rate for industrial production will be at least 6
to 7%. There is nothing to suggcst that cconomic activity in the

early months of 1962 will not follow the same trend.

Of course it would be exaggerated - and would not, therefore,
be in line with the facts - if thse remarkable economic results
were depicted as being solely due to the establishment of the
Community.bBut one thing can be stated with certainty: the action
taken so far in execution of the Treaty has made a vigorous contri-
bution to the expansion of the European economy. It has done so in

a variety of ways:
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a) The first steps taken in the sphere of customs and quota .restric-

tions have made 2 direct contribution to a considerzble increase

in the volume of trade among Member States;

b) The favourable repercussions on the trend of business noticed
 as soon as the Treaty was approved have been confirmed and
reinforced by the application of the Treaty during the last

three years;

¢) In the individual undertakings there has been a slow but sure
recasting of the whole system of production as a result of the
dynamic engendered by the Common Markets; this has in some
cases led to entirely new forms of approach and encouraged

a better division of labour and increased efficiency,

I hasten to add that the beneficial effects of fhe establishment
of the Community are not to be seen in the economic field alone. They
go deeper: the idea of Buropean integration has penetrated into the
awareness of our peoples. The contacts we have with representatives
of many and varied circles show us -~ and I am sure th-t &our experience
is similar - that the aims of our Community are not merely accepted

by our peoples today but that they enjoy broad popular_support.

In the statement he made on 9 May 1950 President Robert SCHUMAN
said that Europe Would not be made all at once or according to a
single plan. It would be built through concrete achievements which
would first create a de facto solidarity. This is just what has
happened, and it means that the Communities have created the basis,

the foundations for a political Europe.

It is possible to draw from this situition practical conclusions
for our future actions for on the EuroPéan stage we are neither
onloockers nor critics but players, and progress is entlruly dependent

on the firmness and ten- 01ty of our resolve.

To begin with, the 51tuat10n Tor the vigorous pursuit of our

mission, the integration of the economy, is favourable; the Community

R
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ought to make good use of it. We know that despite all the pre-
cautions and safeguards included in the Treaty the recalization
of the Commen Market can lead to difficulties; no better way of
avoiding these potential difficulties can be devised then making
maximum use of the present tide in our affairs. If the trend of
economic development happened to change, we should blame our-
selves for an unpardonable sin of omissinn, and others would

not fail to castigate it,

On the other hand the Community is beginning, after it has
been in existence for three and a half years, to be justified by
the economic and political effects to which it has given rise.
These effects correspond to the intentions which inspired our
Governments and Parliaments when they decided to begin the great
work. Th.t this justification has been so rapidly forthcoming
should be far more than just a reward for uss it should be a spur
to further endeavours along the same lines, to attempts to make

the Community stronger 2nd stronger.

The translation of this will into practice depends in part
on certain conditions and is bound up with the need to toke cer—
tain action. In this connection I wculd like to make two points
of principle, one concerning procedure and the other dealing with

the substance of the matter.

In view of the tasks still ahead of us, the organisational
machinery of the Community must be strengthened if it is to cupe

with certain factors of resistance which occur here and there.

The Commission szes no reason to overdraw the difficulties
of this sitw .tion. The institutonal system of the Community has in
fact worked. But it could and should work better. The problem here
is not so much the system itselfy in the Report before you the
Commission has expressed a favourable view on this system; but
it should be possible to t-kc decisions with morc force and more
speed. This comment, which concerns primarily the Governments and

administrations of our Member States - for it is the Council which
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has to take most of the decisions - is based on observation of the

" fact that there is frequently a lack of ardour, that certain out-
moded fdrms of thought, certain out-of-date reactions still live

on. Just as we find the mentality of the taxpayer with his defensive
reaction to’ the tax department - although he would find it difficult
to manage without the services provided by the State - so too we
have sometimes met among officials of the Member States a sort of
defensive reflex towards the Community. It seems as though they
think it their duty to defend the interests of their country
against an interfering power when some matter is not wanted Just by

their country alone but would work in the general interest as well.

This brings me to make a reference to the question of the
political "relance", which this House has becen following with
such lively intérest. If there is a way of bursting the bounds
of particularist modes of thought, it is to be found in the
strengthening of the solidarity that exists between our States
and in endowing this solidarity with permanence. What I had to
say on the details cf these plans I have said in this House
during the last two sessions. I have nothing further to add today.
Provided the institutional structure and functioning of the Community,
which are fundamental for its development,  are respected, and pro-
vided it can make itself heard under the new procedure, the scheme
offers an appropriate means, subject to future developments, for
re~lizing in ficlds beyond those covered in the Treaty of Roﬁe the

unity of actioh which is required of Burope.

As I have already hinted in those parts of my resumé which
record what has been done, there is, on the material side, a
danger that a certain lack of balance might arise in the execution
of thc Treaty if there should be major delays in applying the first
measures of common policy. It cannot be rcpeated often enough that
our Community is more than o customs union for industrial products,

and not just beczuse the Treaty says so, but because a purcly com-
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mercial agreement which could begin to totter at the first setback
corresponds neither to the aims allotted to the Community by its
founders, nor to the realities of the econonmic sector,

The Commission, which knows from experience the complexity
of certain questions and the difficulties that beset the path to
their solution and is therefore convinced of the need for thorough
investigations and comprehensive discussion, sees no reason to
exaggerate the difficulties in this sphere either. But as it
wishes to run no risks it must state clearly that the time is ap-
proaching when certain decisions will have to be made and thet the

necessary steps ust be taken to prepare for them,

To illustra%e the importance of what I have s2id, I would
like to point to the discussions on two decisions the Communi ty
will have to make shortly. Some of these discussions have begun
already, others have yet to be broached. In neither case can anyocne
fail to recognise the importance these-decisions will have if our
work is to make the best progress possible. They concern the
second round of the accelerstion decision token on 12 May 1960 and
the confirmatéry statement that is the condition of moving on

to the second stage,

Legally there is no connection between these two items, and
they depend on differing material criterias but common to both is
the fact th.t they lead down the same road, the road of rapid pro-
gress towards our gral. The result has been that both questions have
frequéntly been debated in public from similar angles, one of the
most import:nt being the ne=" to keep in step in establishing the

customs union and in the gradual realization of the economic union,
The details of the situ-tion are as follows:

On 12 May 1960 the Governments in the Council took the decision
to speed up the implementation of the Common HMarket. On the reduction
of interncl tariffs the Commission had proposed that this decision
-shduld apply for a first phase which was already completed on 1 July
1960 and for a further phase which was to be linked with the reduction

due to be made in any case on 31 December 1961,
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Although the Council had no objections in principle to the
preposals put forward by the Commission, it wanted to make their
adoption conditional on the economic situntion in the middle of
1961, and it therefore réserved the right to decide by 30 June of
that year whether a further speed-up in the rcduction of internal
duties 2t the end of 1961 was possible in the light of the economic

situztion.

The Commission considers that this condition is fulfilled., In
May this year it therefore put before the Council of Ministers an
analysis of the economic trends in which it stated that an addi~
tional reduction of internal duties at the cond of 1961 was calculated
to reinforce the favourable developuent shown by the economy and
would in addition, by helping to stzbilize prices, reduce the

strains on the markets of some Member States,

From this it con be seen that the further reduction of internal
duties at the end of the year is not merely possible but in many
respects desirable., These conclusions were supported by the Committee

on Policy relating to Economic Trends eand the Monetary Committee,

This then is the situation in which the Council will have to

teke its decisions.

The position with respect to the transition from the first to
the second stage is different in thrt the conditions are laid down
in the Treaty itself. If I may call on my recollection of the negn~
tiations which preceded the conclusion of the Treaty -'they are confirmed
by the text of Article 8 - these conditions are very carefully defined
in order to reduce to 2 minimur the danger of delay in the implementation
of the Treaty. From this it appears that it wss the clear intention of the
signatnry Governments toAmake the transition to the second stage possible
as soon as certain economic results had been achieved, The confirmatory
statement to this effect is the signal for transition to the second stage.,
The role of the Commission in this procedure is to make a report on the
basis of which the Council can make the confirmatery statement., The
necessary work for this repnrt has been put in hind.

These then nre the twe developments which will be occupying our atten-
tion till the end of the year. It would be naive of us not to recognize
that their preparation will provide an opportunity for a comprehensive
examination of the measures which have so far been taken in execution of

YA
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the Treaty and we would be lacking in political sense if we did not
hope to find amidst 21l the relationships brought to light during the
discussions an additional moiive farce that will further the realiza-
tion of our Community. It was with this in mind that I expressly linked
the discussior [ this set of qﬁestions with the need to keep the

customs union and the economic union moving in step.

This brings me to the close of my remcrks, which would be incom-
plete if I made no mention of the prospects opened by our relations
with the outside world., It was the constant aim of my remarks to show
that the internal development which was touched off by the formation
of our Community requires, nay, demands rapid further progress., This
is equally true of developments in the outside world, dévelopments
which have not been entirely unaffected by the formatiun of our Com-—
munity. Here too we find trends which have been caused or at least
encouraged by us and which we are in duty bound t. promote and

strengthen by our own progress when we consider them to be of value.

If we need to be convinced of this, all that is needed - to
begin with Burope - is 2 glance at the incrcasing interest shown in

the Community by its neighbours in Europe.

Since the Treaty was signed the aims pursued by other European
States in their efforts to establish a link with the Community have
been essentially economic. Meanwhile the circums@ances underlying the
problem have in the last few years besn changing almost imperceptibly,
but decisively. Our relations to the other Furopcan countries can no
longer be understood in an exclusively European light or from an
exclusively economic angle. In view of the threats hanging over the
whole free world they have to be seen in a broader context, which

includes politics and embraces in -articular the United States.
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In the leng run the functioning of the new economic order in the
West depends on the fact that a centre of attraction is arising in
Europe which is capable of bringing together the nations of our
continent and of ferming them into a whole that will act together
and undertake its own share of responsibility in an Atlantic partner—
ship. Respensible Europeans have understood that a simple association
with economic aims will not be enough to achieve this, but that a
closer bend is necessary. Thanks to its aims, its principles and its

procedures our Community provides this centre of attraction.

. The attitude of our Community to those who wish tn join it is
based on the above considerations and on the similor content of
Article 237 of the Treaty. Sincez the beginning of the negotiations
fer the Treaty te establish the Coal and Steel Community in 1950 it
has been clear that the limitation of the Community to six countries
depends on the fact that only these countries considered it right te
become members; but the door has remained open, as can be seen in
Article 237 of our Treatysj this provides fcr acoeséion, in other

werds far the acquisition of full membership,

Perhaps you will allow me to illustrate what the acquigition
of full membership means by using a simile and likening our Communi ty
to a ship whose course and speed were fixed when it left port, If
anyone wants to join the ship afterwards he must accept these given
factors and cannot expect that the ship shall return to port and
perhaps lie at anchor tharc for some time, or that the course should
be altered or the speed rcduced. Accession to the Treaty cannot be
a new fact which could upset the content and balence of the Treaty;
instead 1t covers acceptance of the Community in the form it had

to assume if it was to fulfil .ts task and meet its obligations.
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I hope no fair judge will find that the expectation of such
willingness goes too far and betrays a lack of that open attitude
which fhe Treaty seeks to state in Article 237; but even in cases
where for one reason or another this readiness cannot be found, or
cennot yet be found, we do not close the door. Thé authors of our
Treaty have arranged not only for the possibility of accession,
they have also provided for association with thé_Community. This
prssibility, then, with its varied and elastic possibilities, is

also open to discussion,

In addition to the attraction exercised by our Community in
Burcpe, a still growing interest cun be cbserved on the other side
of the Atlantic in the United States of America; it is not confined
to official quarters, but brorad circles of the population are also ’
evincing an interest in the Burrpe that is coming into being. On my
journey to the United States I was given several proofs of this.
This youthful Government, whose energy and sense of responsibility
impress everybody who has to deal with them, and who are subjecting
every aspect of the foreign policy of the United States to a fresh
investigation, have, in the wrrds of the communiqué published after
my conversations with the President of the United States, assured
the Buropean Economic Community and the movement towards EurOpeén

unity envisaged in the Treaty of Rome of its "strong support."

This attitude is no longer based on the expectation that our
Community will be a success but on the knowledge that it is succeeding,
It no lenger depends, as in the past, merely on the wish that Europe
should recover in its own interest. On the contrary the challenge
facing the free world is such thot the United Stntes, despite its
cwn vast power, is seeking the collaberation of a strong Burope in
& more balanced partnership. Obviously our allies across the Atlantic
in adopting this attitude nre not lonking for the collaboration of
some mere association with economic aims which in the long run would

hamper their own intercsts mcre than they would promote them, but
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they need theassistance of a bloc of nations organically bound together and
able to bear the joint responsibility for the maintenance of the inter—

national order which rests upon the economically strong nations.

This is the meaning behind another sentence of the communiqué,
which states that the President and I "were in full agreement that the
Buropean integration movement of the six signatory countries of the
Treaty of Rome 6omp1ements and reinforces the prngressive development
of a true Atlantic community which will be given new impetus by the

coming into ferce of the OECD."

We can be glad to note that our Community is already becoming
active in this direction by its contribution to the establishment of
the OECD and by making a concrete contribution to the Dillon propesal .

for negotiations on the reduction of tariffs in GATT.

Let us at the same time be mindful of the responsibility conferred
upon our Community today and in the future by the part it has played
in bringing about and shaping this development, The free world is no
longer conceivable without our Burope which is now coming into being;
this means thet we carry the responsibility placed upon us not only
on our own behalf but in the interests of the greater whole to which

we belong.

In conclusion I would quote the last paragraphs of the introduction
to our Annual Report in which we have endeavoured to give a carefully

balanced summary of the state of our Community:

"In this fourth year of its term of office, the European Com~
mission can state that since coming into force the Treaty has,

broadly speaking, been correctly applied, that the Institutions
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have functioned normally and that the relationships established between
them by the Treaty have been respected. Thanks to the work of these
Institutiens and the stability and continuity of their policies,
appreciable, and sometimes even impressive; progress has been made towards
the economic unification of Furope abeve and beyond the particular
problems of each of the Member States. Though this progress dces not yet
guarantee that the wider objectives which the architects of this vast
movement set themselves will be reached, it dees pro#ide a solid basis
which is already a token of the determination of the gix Membér States

to ensure the economic and political integration of Europe.

The Com:ission dces not underestimate the cases of resistance
that have appeared as the effects of implementing the Treaty began to
make themselves felt in the increasingly clear assertion of the inter-
national personality cf the Community, the effective elimination of
ebstacles tc trade in all fields cr the rapid establishment of common
" policies. Since most of the decisions to be taken by the Council ‘are
still subject to the rule of unanimity, it has sometimes been more difficult

or more time-consuming to overcome such resistance.

This is not surprising, since the problems involved in adapting
national policies or administrative habits to the European requirements
are becoming mcre apparent. Such preblems can only be solved in a
Community spirit. The Commission would like at this point to make an
appeal to the Member States that they should let themselves be governed
by this spirit in their everyday work, so that each country shall be
less concerned with its own difficulties than with a better understanding
f the difficulties facing its partners, and that each shall secek commen

soluticns to prcblems which, frer now onwards, are comm~n to us all.
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The Commlss1on kn(ws such an attltude to be oonsonant Wlth the '
"oherlsned hopes of our pecples. It realizes that the European Inst1tut10ns’7

5ifare strong and deternlned t, remain loyal bo the polltlcal and 1nst1tutlonalg‘

';.fprlnclples they must ensure and. therefnre has the flrm hope that whatever

i;gthe future may hold, the Communltles wxl], in' the words of Robert Schuman s.i

1’*rdeclaratlon of 9 May 1950 be 'the f1rst step in the federatlon of Europe

' that is 1ndlspunsable if peaoe 1s to be safeguarded"




