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Comm1551on S, progpsals for neasures to 1mplement The Hague

R JCOer ence 5" resolutlons ‘on the Cbmmunlty s

technolog;cal deveJoPment

slon o Attheir conTerence at The: Hague oh 1 and 2 December 1969 the - heads of
state and prime ministers reaffirmed- their determination t6 intensify
the Community's technological activity and to coordinate and promote
Preindustrial reseaXQh“&nd develgpment.ln thegleadiﬁgtgrowth sectors¢
”;n“partlcular by means of Commuﬂlty programnes) and’ to'make fhe necessary
av»allab‘le for th::.s purpo & -
i 0 - :::'li‘,.‘_; T
"Iﬁ order to translate thls détermlnatlon ‘into action, theé: Comhission
has submitted first proposals to the Council with the aim of”enbodying
the discussions on urgent problems, which have hitherto taken place at
- many- different levelsiy-in a aovérali,framework and thereéhy:. glengé%hem
a fresh! impetus.= The Commissiohs hopes that such a- comprehensiVe discussion
process: may: result in‘a’ clearer articulation of the polltlcal determina-
T Jltionc expréssed atiThe Haghe, ' and thét 1t may facilitate- solutloﬁs by
nf»weighlng the various interests against @ne anotheér. .

SR S Hfafen B Jﬁn,g““, ynw»a.w

In order to take a first dec151ve step towards a progressiveilntroductlon
of a Community-scale harmonization, the Commission initially proposes

the introduction of a periodic consultation procedure, at Community
level, on the Member State's more significant projects in the field

of research and development. Government-financed major technological
projects for the construction of large-scale research instruments

should be notified in advance to the Council by the Member-States,

so as to determinate whether cooperation would be useful.

Even before the introduction of such a procedure, the Commission has
made an additional series of proposals concerning the most urgent
problems ~ proposals which are to be pressed further during a discussion
in the Council. They relate to the following sectors:

Nuclesr energy: The Commission proposes the promotion, where fast
reactors and high temperature reactors are concerned, of joint projects
undertaken by the leading Buropean electricity producers, with a view
to the construction of large prototype power plants with capacities
ranging from 600 MWe upwards. This could be done under the provisions
of the Euratom Treaty concerning the establishment of joint enterprises.

As regards the construction of a European uranium enrichment capability,
the Commission urges the need, in view of the continuing uncertainty

as to the technical processes to be used and of the extent of the
expenditure invelved, for a full exchange of technical and economic
information between the Community countries, in order to be able to
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make the technological cholice which is most advantageous to the Community.

Data processing: The Commission proposes that the Council should make
absolutely clear its interest in the project worked out by the Aigrain

group for a European large-scale computer unit, so as to induce the

firms concerned to make the necessary pilot Studies. The Commission further
proposes a wide-ranging software programme (joint demonstration projects
financial backing for firms developing software, coordination en data banks).

Space: The Commission advocates permanent consultation between the Six
in the Council on the problems of a revision of the European space
programmes and on Europe's participation in the US post-Apnollo programme.

Environmental .problems: The Commission .considers it .essential to set up

a medium=-term programme of action, which would cover both the harmonization
of regulations for the protection of the énvironment, which is necessary
for reasons of competition, and the.reglhisite research and development
programmes. This programme would be drawn up after consultation with
all:groups.concerned.: The Joint Research Centre would be assigned a role

- in the implementation of *the research programme.1

Sc;entlflc and technlcal 1nformat10n and documentatlon The propre551ve

- establishment of a Buropean documentation and.information network in this

field and the coordination of national policies are the subgect of the
report by a working group which will shortly be submitted to the Council
of Ministers, and which the Commission recommends should be examined

 ‘w1thout delay.;-

‘fTralnlng and moblllty of 501ent1f1c personnel One of the proposals
-submitted by the Commission is that the-revised national plans -for
- post-secondary education should be coumpared and coordinated. The

responsible ministers should discuss these questions in the Council at
an early data. Further yroposals concern thé recognition of diplomas,
post unlver51ty education, and measures relatlng to the mobility of
scientific personnel... :
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