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The Commission has just approved the Third Compctition Revori {1977 snnexed
to the Seventh CGeneral Report on the Activitics of the Communities.

This report is inevitably of a somewhat fragmentary nature, scince it simply
sets out the results of the year under review whereas the main lines of our
competition policy have been developing more progressively and continuously
than that, particularly as the Commission only gradually outlines new
approaches through its decisions in individual cases.

Mérggr Control

The Commission proposal on merger control has already provoked extensive
discussion between the various European institutions (especially with the
European Parliament and the Economic and Social Committee) and with trade
associations and trade unions represented at Community level.

Although the need for merger control has been recognised and the broad lines
of the Commission proposal have been approved in principle, certain objections
have nevertheless been raised. Criticisms are directed particularly at the
fact that advance control of mergers is proposed, at the effects of the
regulation on other Community objectives, in particular as regards employment
and industrial policy, and at the social protection of workers.

The Commission is convinced that the process which has been set in train will
produce balanced legal rules which will help to maintain effective competition
in the general interest of the Community.

The Commission will remain as active as ever in applying Article 86 to mergers
which constitute abuses of dominant positions; in this it was encouraged by
the Council in the Resolution on economic and monetary union adopted on

3/4 December 1973, where the Member States wereinvited to assist the Commission
in carrying out the economic and commercial research required for the
systematic implementation of Article 86 of the Treaty. Likewise, in order to
put a brake on rising prices in the Community, the Council has invited the
Member States to apply the provisions of their national law providing for checks
on abuses resulting from market dominance more strictly and more vigorously.
Furthermore the Member States and the Commission will regularly exchange
information ~ general and specific ~ on comparative price movements in the
Member States. '

¢ — o ——
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On the steel market, the trends towards larger production units which is
leading to the formatiom of joint ventures, and diversification into areas
other than primary processing, which cuts cown the risks involved in
fluctuations in economic aetivity, have led the Commission, when giving
prior authorisationsunder Article 66 of the ECSC Treaty, to taks account also
of Article 86 of the EEC Treaty. In its Mannesmann/bemag and Thvssen/u
Rheinstahl decisions, the Commission considered whether the extent of
diversification and intra-group consumption would place the firms in question
in o position to pursue strategies without regard to marked conditions.

The Thyssen/hheinstahl merger was authorised only subject to ceriain conditions
designed to ensure that, in an industry which was already highly concentrated,
the various groups would remain independent and would not interfoere in each
othert®s affairs — a need that is the greater the more powerful the groupsS.

In view of developments on the oil products market, the Commission has
decided to investigate whether Article 85 and 86 of the EEC Treaby should
be applied. The investigations will continue in 1974. ‘ :

Restrictive Practices

The Commission has stepped up its activities relating to restriective and
abusive practices by firms and has endeavoured especially to erterd its guidew
lines on the approach to be adopted in selective distribution cases, where it
is necessary to make a very detailed examination of the pros and cons for
consumers so that the only resirictions on competition allowed will be those
which are necessary as o means of attaining other Community objectives.

Fxemption from the Ban on Restrictive Agreements

Decisions giving exemption from the ban on restrictive agreements will tend
to encourage desirable forms of transnational co-operation between firms.
For instance, the decision in favour of an association of marine paint manu-
facturers, for whom a suitable and essential means of inorcasing

supply ond improving sales outlets was fo enter into an association.

ard to cowordinete the individual sales networkse of the nembers, will

enable them to compete more actively with major world producers.

Volgptary Restraint

Speeial attention is still being paid to voluntary restraint agreements conw
cluded with private firms outside the Commmnity, whose direct or indirect

effect is often to moke imports mere expensive. Proccedings have been initiated
and objections have been stated in respect of an agrecment concluded by manu-
facturers of a product which is widely used as a raw material by industry in
Burope.

State éidg

Policy on State aids will also have been affected by the accession of the
three new lember States in 1973. Among other things it was necessary to
broaden the Community approach to regional aids, originally established for
the Six, and to implement Article 154 of the Act of Accession, under which
the principles concerning the general arrangements were to be applied to the
new Member States as part of the Community system. Acting under Articles 92


User
Rectangle


:',3.', :

to 94 of the EEC Treaty, the Commission has taken the initiative in amending
ant extending the principles already laid down by the Member States so as to
bring them closer irto line with problems in the various regioms and to give
greater consideration to the priorities determined by the Member States for

their own regional aid schemes. o o

Aid to_partioular Industries

When dealing with aid to particular industries, the Commission has

endeavoured to give them a Comrmmity orientation and framework so that they
can be usel as the effective basis for a recl Commmity industrial policy.
This can be seen particularly in the proposals on shipbuilding sent by the
Commission to the Council, the objeot of which, by means of temporary measures
cowordinated at Community level, is to replace the aids hitherto granted by
Member States to shipbuilding by incentives designed to make the industry
competitive in the long term.
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TROISI I RAPPORT SUR LA DOLITILUE DE CuHCUR FHCE (*)

'ié@e rapport rreno?r'a,l sur 1'act1v1te des Communautes.

- '4Cefb11an a neoeséaxremeni un carmctere fragmenta;re, pulsqu il ne reprodult

qué' Yes" résultets obtéms au .cours de 1° 'amée dc - refcrence, alors que la mise-
ign oeuvre desilignes: generalas gde la oollthue de concurrence connalt un ‘dévelop-
‘pénent plus progressifs et contlnu, surtout, lorsqu il s, aglt de la définition de
nouvelles orientations que la Commission ne dégagera cue peu & peu, en statuant
sur certains cas concrets. '

-.Le contrlle des concentraflons. T

La! propogitlon de la Comm1$s1on sur le controle des concentratlons a deJa donné
lied-d un 1arge féchange de vues avec. les dlfferenjes institutions europeennes,

et gurtout avec: e Parlement -européen et le. Comité économique et social, 2insi

ﬁu’aveo 1esAorganlsatlons profess1onnelles et syndlcales representees au plan4
'europeen. AN - . - .

U0

Sl la neces31te d'un ‘contrdle “des’ concentratlons = ete reconnue et que les

grandes lignes de la proposition présentée par la Commission arit: €té approuvées &
dans leur principe, certaines réserves ont cependant été emlses.bﬂmlles ont

tralt notamment au caractére prealable du controle, awx-incidences -de -ce ..
reglement sur d' utres obJe tifs poursuivis par'la’ Communalte, surtout en
\metlererd‘emp101 et de gollthue 1ndustr1elle, a1n81 qu" la protectlon s001ale

~des trwvullleurs. . SERIE VL

Boeps

La' Commiss fon: est persuadee que 1a methode de travaxl alﬂSl 1n stavrée
permet d'aboutir & la mise en place d'une leulslatlon equlllbree qul contrlbuera
au maintien d'une concurrence effective dans 1'intér8&t général de 1a Communaute.

‘La .Commission poursuivra.activement l'applloatlon de 1'artlole 86 & des
concentratlovs cgnctltuant des abus de p031t10n dominante, telique le Conseil
1!y encourage; d'allleurs dans la resolutlon sur’ 1'un10n economlque ‘et monétaire
des 3/4 decembre 1973+ en 1nv1tant les Etais membres 3 faciliter & la Commission
des- reoherches eoonomlques et commer01a1es qu 1mp11que la mise . en oeuvre systé-
matlage de 1 art;gle 86. du Traité. - Afln ‘de freiner la hausse ‘des prix dans la
Communauté,. 1e, Conseil ‘a, de m§me,_1nv1te les Btdts Hémbres & recourir & une
appllcailon~str1cte ou,renforcée des’ dlsp081t10ns ne tlonales relatives  aux
controles des OB dégmﬂcnt d'une position domlnante sur”le marché. -En outre,
les:Btats membres et Ta Comm1ss1on ﬂuront des echanﬂes reguliers de toutes
1n£ormatlons utlles et speolflqpes sur l'evoluklon et la, comp raloon aes’ prlx
dens les pays membres. !

Dans le marché de l'acier, la tendance vers des unités de productlon plus
i rgrandes; se. tradvgsant par .des fondatlons d'entreprlses communes “ainsi cue la
dlver31flcatlon aans ‘des y=cteurs autres que la premidre transformﬂtlon, qui
ré&ult les. rlsaﬂe& 1nherents _aux; lluctuatlons COnJcncturelles, ont amené la
Gomnlsulon, .lors, de‘l‘autorlsatlon ‘préalable prévue par 1lVarticle 66 du traité
CECA, 3 prendrev—é alement en consvderailon 1ltarticle 86 du traité CEE.

‘.,J’,':,q coof see

(*) e 1067 —AOfflce des Publloatlons offlclelles des Communavtes europeennes
 “R&Tte postale 1003 ~ Luxeabours. . : :
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D-ns les cns-licnnes nunn/Demwg et—Thvssen/Rheinst,hl Ja Commission o apprécié si le
deré de daiversification et ““utocop601matlon ne conférait pas nux entreprises

domcernées une position leud permettant o protigher une strotégie 1ndeoendante du
marche,

La concentration Thyssen/Rhelnstahl était seulement autorisable sous certaines
conditions garantissant.quej.dans une industrie déja treés concentrée, 1l'indép
dance des groupes et leur non-“ngerence dans les affaires des autres-groupes
soient d'avtant mleux assurées que les groupes sont plus puissants.

Considérant 1'évoltvtion que connalt le marché des produits pet“ollers, la Com~
mission a décidé de procéder 3 des vérifications pour voir s'il y a lieu d'appll~
quer les &rticles 85 et 86 du traité CEE. Ces vérifications se poursudvront en

1974,

ratiques restrig&ives’Uu'abusivesz““" R

La Commissiona renforcé son action a 1l'épard des pratiques restrictives ou

_. abusives déé“éﬁﬁ?eprises'et’élle s'est notamment efforcée de compléter ses
lignes dlrectrlvih quant- a 1! approche a adopter dans des cas de distribution
SeleCClVO, qui, ax1ge une prise en\consxderatlon minutieuse des avantages et

”deuavanuaves qu¢ en,“esultent pour les conoommateurs pour que seules ‘soient

aamlspc‘jes res trlctlons & la concurrence necessalres aux obJectlfs boursu*vi
par.. allleurs.;

Décisions d'exemption de 1l'interdiction des ententes.w‘

Des décisions dfexemption de 1'interdiction des: ententes auront -pour- effet
dtencourager les formes de coopéraition trausnationales ‘souhaitables entré

! ;beﬂseus_ Ainsi, la décision en faveur ~d'une a55001ation de producteurs

de peinture mar;ne,,dont le- regroupement et la coordlnatlon des reseaux ‘de vente
individuels des.membres constituvent pour ceux-c1 un moyen approprle et indispen~_
sable pour accroitre 1'offre et améliorer les p0581b111tes de vente, “leur per-

mettra d'entrer plus activement en concurrence avec les grands pro&ucteurs sur
1e mardle mondla*w ' S o S i AT r

3'ﬁoros d'avtollmlvatlono

Tne actention‘partlculieretcohtinue d'étre portée aux accords d'autolimitation
conclus avec des entreprises. privées de pays tiers, qui ont souvent pour . effet
dLLéCt ot indircet de renchérir les'produits importés. La. procedure a été enga-
gee et les griers ont été communiqués contre un accord passé par des fabricants

d'un produit qu1 est largement utilisé, en tant que matiere premlere par l'ina-
Austrie evropéennc. :

- pides d'Etat. PR o ~-~§};~-

]

vans le domaine des aides d'Etat, l'année 1973 aura aussi été marquée par 1'ad-
hésion des trois nouveaux Etats. Il a fallu notamment ‘compléter les.disciplines
dommunautaires en matiére d'aides & finalité régionale, qui avaient .été congues
*pctruﬂe Communavté a six, et mettre en oetvvre l'article 154 du tralte d'adhésion,
¢l siipule que les principes ‘de coordination s appllquent ent tant. qu'acquis
communautalrej.aux nouveaux Etats membres. Dans le cadre de la mlssion que lui
conférenti 1é&s art_ules 92 a 9% du traité CEE, la Commission a pris 1' 1n1t1aﬁ1"e
de mocifier et de-compléter les principes de.coordination. aéja degages au niveau
des Etats meﬁb“es,-afin de mieux les ‘adapter aux prgblémes qui. se posent dans les
di:fér@nues reglors et de prendre davantage en considération les priorltes éta-
[ par ies Erate membres dans Yapplication de leurs reglmes d'aicdes a finalit

© W
o

:ég* mesd'dides a4 Tinalité sectorielles : . “
Dars scon actlon’er matidre de régimes d'aﬂdes a. flnallte sectorlelle, la Comnmiss
s'ect efforcde ‘d'orientér et d'encadrer les. aides afin qu'elles constituent une
base eificace G'une véritable politique industrielle de la Communauté.  Cette
prpOCCdpatlon ¢e retrouve notamment dans les propositions sur la construction na
vwne, transmise’ par la Commission au.Conseil, qui-tendent, par une action linitée
cans . le temps e’ coordonnée au plan communautaire, & substituer & 1l'aide apportée
sgulilci. par les Evats membres a 1la production des chantlers navals, des incita-

b

,*onu ¢de nature a' endre les structnres competltlves a terme.
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