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Brussels, December 1974
EUROuBAROMETER NO. 2.

The Commission of the European Communities has decided to conduct {wo
opinion polls a year in the Nlne Member States, one in’ the Sprlng,and the
other in the Autumn.g~v L : _ : L

The results of the first of tﬁese polls, conducted in Aprll—May 1974, were
published early in Julys. The results of EURO~BAROMETER. No. 2 are now available.

The poll was conducted towards the end of October and during November.
Some 9,000 persons aged 15 and over were ;interviewed in the Nine Member States
by elght spe01a11sed 1nst1tutes. : : 3 U R

The chlef flndlngs may be summed p as follows"
1. Of the problems occupylng the Europeah Community; thoSe wﬁtch‘attracted
the greatest amount of publlo attention (out of a list of 12) were:

i) A common fight against rlslng prices ’

ii) Implementation of a common policy on energy supplles

iii) Introduction of a common policy for protecting nature and flghtlng pollutlon
1v) Protection .of consumers against . fraudulent selling and misleading advertising

) Achlev1ng a common Tbrelgn poIicy 1n dlscus31ons w1th the United States and
" Russia. e s e e e

Between nine (for the flrst) and nearly seven (for the flfth) 1nterv1ewees
out of 10 regard these problems as "very 1mportant" or "important",

2. TFour of these problems (energy policy, flght agalnst rlslng pr10es,_d1s~
cussions with the United States and Russia, protecting nature) are also problems
which seven interviewees out of 10 'would prefer to see dealt with by the
Community rather than by individual countries aotlng 1ndependent1y.‘

‘The.greater the importance attached to a problem, the more the publlc is in
favour of concerted Buropean action. .

3s . When offered:a.choice of three clearly~defined formulas for resolving the
maaor problems faclng our oountrles, the public reSponded as follows*.

E ; Natlonal Governments should act: 1ndependently . . _ 21%
b) The Nine Memben States should get together before acting.

but each should have the final say on what happens in

its own country 39%
(¢) A single Parliament should be elected and evolve quickly

into a true European Government 27%
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4. On average, seven interviewees out of 10 (69%) in the original Six think
that membership of the Common Market is a good thing for their country.

The percentagesrecorded in Denmark, the United Kingdom and Ireland were
much lower:

- 33% in Denmark, as against 35% in May 1974;
- 36% in the United Kingdom, as against 33% in May 1974;
— 50% in Ireland, as against 48% in May 1974.

The chenges sinee May are of}no statistical significance.

5. The following declared that they would be "very sorry" if their countries
withdrew from the Common Market s =" R

- 56% in the orlglnal six (no change)7

~27% in Detmirk (o change);

- 31% in the United Kingdom (as against 24% in M@X>1974),
- 487 in Ireland (as against 38% in May ). e

‘These higher" flgures for the Unltad Klngdom and Ireland are statlstlcally

s1gn1f10ant. )

6 7 End "if the Unlted Klngdom de01ded to 1eave the Common Market°" '
Only in Ireland (29%), Denmark (20%) and the United Kingdom (18%) was such an
eventuality regarded as "very serious". The percentage of interviewees in the
original Six who regarded the possible withdrawal of the United Klngdom as
"very serlous" anged from ZﬂS(France) to 8% CNetherlands) D e

To The publlc has a ‘much olearer understandlng of the economic aapeots of
the Community than of its political aspects,. . Only- in Germany, Italy and

Luxembourg is a relatively high degree of 1mportance aitached %o 1ts polltlcalfg

aspects (3 or 4 persons out of 10)

‘8;' CAST far as the ‘media are oonoerned a magorlty (59%) feels that the medla

(preeeL_radlo and. telev181on) deal w1th Turopean problems in a superficial fashlon.

Just under one person in two. (467) thinks that the prees ‘does not devote
enough - attentlon tb these problems.

Four persons out of 10 (4¢ ) feel that 1nfqrmutlon in thelr country is
blased. A : _ , .

A further four persons out of 10 (4173 thlnk that the whole thlng "is
really too complicated and borlng"

'QJMLlaSiigFéﬁﬁgﬂﬁ&%heuferseﬁSJtntervramat%ﬂﬁﬂ?ﬁhéﬁ'fhey were not really .
interested. L e e

Criticism’ of the press may be regarded as a- sort of allbl. In point of
fact, the public seems to be put off by the complexity of the problems dealt
w1th and lack of public involvement. (At national level the problems are mno
doubt just as complex but more."personalised". and the public probably feels
it has a greater part to play in. the search for: solutions.) - ..
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