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’  GOMMUNTC ATTON W0 THE £OT 71

RE-EXAMINATION OF THE In 0iiAMvrs
REFERENCE MATERIALS AND METHODS, ANT -7« [T If: TROLOGY

‘Introduction

The programme reference materials and methosa g {BOA; az'iﬁnnlind

‘Metrology which was proposed to be an extensicn ¢ “ho previous

programme as of lat January 1979 was approvaed by . o Jowmeil on

9 th October 1979 (0.J. n. 258, 13/10 79) Tae Ov.ds or-esponding
to the year 1979 of the programme were releb“zd ey Tth Dou=mber of
that year. |

In its article 4, the decision of the Council &t “v=a, that the
programme was subject, within six wmonths after apmroval of the
new programme of the JRC, to a re-sxamination h“ﬂh could result
in a revision, in order to take dve account of lhe conten’ of
the new programme of the JRC.

Description of the previous sifuation

The BCR programme was first established in 1973,
remained coupled to a similar programme carried o :i iy the
and called non-nuclear METRE programme, This pso% of the X2
programme had a staff of 70,

YEE &

The BCR programme consists in. estﬁbllshlng refere, ~= moterials
(standards) of chemical substances or of mate-isls .17
physical properties. The implementation of sach <iujie-
the collaboration of several laboratories. In many cases
JRC was alsc a participating labvorstory but in add’ tion, it had the
role of piliot laboratory. The laboratories of +tl» JAC were currying
out preliminary studies useful Tor the initisvion »7 new projects,
insured the preparation of samples, their disirih iion, were in -
charge of scientific and technical guidande, the preparstion of
minutes of meetings, the statistical treaiment of deha, the
establishment of reporis giving the synthesis of +h: vesults
(certification reports). \
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New situation

effort on large projects.more epecific to tha G

The council, upon proposal of the Commission, dsc’ ol to terminave
the non-nuclear part of the METRE progcramme to oo ata the JRO
- role of Ths

JRC.
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The new programme proviies nevertheless a scientific support to

the indirect action BCE. This is to cover scientific guidance,

research in laboratories for developing methods or carrying out

gome analyses, evalusiion of results and, in the earlier stages,
assistance in the strtisiical treatment of data.

' The consequencesfor the indirect action "Reference materials and
Methods" are the following:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5

The preparation of samples will be now given to laboratories
in the member countries except in very special cases. The
Joint Research Centrs has developed special expertise in the
preparation of some types of samples. It will make it -
available when necessary during the whole programme. The
support will be limited to the role of advisor and most of
the actual work will be given to outside laboratories or
firms except in special cases where some preliminary
developments based on existing knowhow are needed. The cost
of outside work will of course be borne by the indirect

action programme.

The preparation of the minutes of meetings w111 ‘be made by
the personnel of the indlrent aotlon or by experts attendlng
the meetings. \ : )

The scientific guidance of the projects will be taken over

by personnel of the indirect action with the help of external
experts (and in some cases with the experts of the JRC
available through the "Support to BCR"). The establishment

of synthesis reporis will be progressively given to experts
taking part in the projects or to independent experis.

- Statistical treatment of results,

The statistical treatment of the data is a wvery important task

as the ultimate result should be certified, It is also important
that the methodalogy should be uniform for all projects, It is
necessary for the indireet action to have at its disposal a
single and experisnced person for that purpose. JCR will
provide in the earlisr stages the same support as before and

is prepared to ensure the smooth transfer of this
responsibility to an expert of DG XII.

Storage and distribution of samples.,

The contacts which were taken demonsirzte that this task could
be done by national laboratories,. CREST bhad in Eact insisted
that sxisting mi ragstructures ahoul d be used.
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Conclusion

The termination of the non-nuclear METRE programn: 28 no effect o
the "Applied Metrology" part of the indirecs ac*nong

As far as the part "reference materials and we”. 7 ie concernady
the termination of the non-nuclear METRE prog- hag oF oourse
consecquences on the 1mplemen+at10u of the 0 awmme, in sc Tav
as its monagement is concerned, Ceriain tswl £ ed up 10 noW
by the CCR and its staff will in +the Dfuture e wurformed
by the BCR personnsl or by outside laboiator cxperts.  This
may, in ceriain cases,; increase the cost $&oovddual projoet
and consequentiy affect the total number of projects ~hich can he
implemented under ithe present programme,

But thie conseguence will in mo case be such that woy ore of the

fields lieted in the anmex to the Council den iFLOﬂ cf Hth Octover 1979

would have to he dropped.

Consequently there i3, in the Commission's opinion,'mo need 4o amend
the said Council decision.




ANNEX
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OPINION OF THE ACPM ﬁBCR AND APPLIED METROLOGY™
CONCERNING THE RE-EXAMINATION FPORESEEN UNDER ARTICLE 4
‘OF THE PROGRAMME DECESION OF 9th OCTOBER 1979

The ACPM shares the conclusion drawn by the Commlssion in ite
communication to the Council on the examination °

of the consequences of the termination of the non-nuclear METRE
programme which has been implemented by the Joint Research Genire

In particular, the "Applied Meirology"™ part of the programme cannot
be affected, since this activity had never been covered by a direct
action programme of the Community .

e
On the other hand, the Committee has noted a consgiderable number of
consequences for the BCR part of the programne. These are due- to the
fact, that the staff of JRC METRE programme- in the past had been
closely co~operating with the BCR for the benefit of both the direct
- and indirect action in this field, and permanently performed a
certain number of functions with respect to certain projescts such
as providing research activities undertaken in the JRC laboratories
at ISPRA, GEEL and PETTEN (for example preparation of samples), .
scientific expertise on the occasion of the establishment of synthesis
and certification reports, tsking care of storage and distribution of
samples and making avallable secretaries for wvrklng groups,

These functions must now be taken over by:

1, the staff of the 1nd1rect action programme
(which has been slightly increased to this effect).

2. outside experts (which will increase costs of individual
projects) , .
3. the specific but very limited support still foreseen by the

JRC under its new programme of 13th March 1980 (7 men/year)

These consequences will lay an additional burden on the staff and
financial resources available under the programme., The Committes
has therefore once again-expressed regrets dbout the termination

of the non-muclesr METRE programme and stressed the necessity that
the results already obtained be exploited in future activities of -
BCR and JRC programmes, On the other hand, the Committee found that
-these consequences did not necessitate a change in glokal scope of
the programme, ’

All projects as indicated in the programme decisicn of the Cowmeil should

in principle -be pursued. If, in the light of the facts stabed above, it
should appear necessary, in the course of the implementation of the

programme,; +o establish priesities or to resirict activiiies in certain
fields the Commiitee would, av usual, advise the Tommiseion asccordingly.





