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COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE
COUNCIL Of THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE COMMON
FISHERIES POLICY

' Bxplanajory Memorandum

1. Since 1976 the‘Commission has forwarded to the Council all the
proposals needed to adapt the common iluhermes polzcy to international

developments and' to biclogical conditions.

In establishing ite ;ropooalc 1n lins wltn the objectives of Article

39 of the Treaty, thn‘Commaoexon has sought to establish & Community

policy which provides for the coherent, non-discriminatory and
rafional*management of recources, based on the most rélevant scientific "
data, and including both the necessary conservation and conirol measures .

and steps for adapiing structures,

2. As the Commission already emphasized in its Commun:catxon to the
Council of 21 November 1978 (com(78)661 ilnal), it consjders that it 1&
now essential for ths Qouncll Lo take a decision; in its Resolution
~of 20 December 1978, the Coun01; stated its 1ntent10n of reaching an
agreement as eurlv an po¢n1Lle 1n 1979 .on Communlty measures for the

conservation and management of fx&hery resources and related matters.

In the next ctage of'dimcueéions~iﬁ the Council of Ministers, the main
problems still 4o be tackled will be:

- accens to the verious fir hery &cnPJ, in ccnformity with the basic
prlnCIpleb of thf;-wwatv and the specific prov1010no of the Act of
Accesrion, and {ighing activity within the 12~mlle coastal ]1m1t the
Commission hau »irpad y pul Ecxward ways of helping solve these problems,

by means of fishing planc;

= the relaticnship %o be cstablished between fishing for human

consumption and fiching for in&ﬁstrial purposes; ‘ '

- the fixing of gquoten, and sopecially allocating availabilities for 1979;

the Problems of adaptin 8 Struétures.
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The Comn1551on also emphasmzes that evaluatxng stocks ‘and flxing

3.
al analysis dutermlne the annual f; ﬂxnh potentlal

-TACs, which in the fin
'of the main stocks, are essential elements of the pOlle for the

conSPrvatlon and raﬁlonal managemenf of resources.‘

The Commxgszon considers thal the scientifio dais Cubqlons to be bewun thxu.

year, both lnternatlonaxly and ‘within the Cammumity, mush serve tne‘doublq

purpose of ens suring rigorous protection. of siocks w hile at the saune bl me

ensuring that fishing condltlong are properly relateﬁ to economic and

social circumsiances..

To this end, and in order 10 prode@ a wider basis for later decisions on
TACs,vthe Commission xnﬁarma,the Gouncil that it intende shortly to set up

a Scientific and Technical Committee on Figheries.

As rer&ruﬂ TACs For 1979, tne p?OpObai% "ubm1ut€u to the Council were based
on the technical data available. The bommlssvon would point out hcrn that
these pTOpOBaLB were ba ased on the prospect of Community rules on mesh 8122

as put forward in the bomml,olon 8 proposal on tocnnxcal cnnsaxvat1on

measures (R/3045/76 (Agri 831) uznux 101} ).

4. On the basis of iis proposals to.the Counc11 on TAPs, ihe Comm1551on

has conducted and concluded congultailons on determining mutual availabilities .

"for 1979 with Norway, . Sweden and Cunaﬁa. Consultations should be ¢1nlsh9d by
the end, of this, month with the Faroe Islands and by the end of March with

'bpaln. Meanwhzle, reciprocal arrangemwnts appl:ed in 1978 are cantmnuang.
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The Commission therefore suﬁmits to the Council Regulations enab}ing
- fishing veégels'flying the flags of these.countries to fish in the
Community fishing zone, as agreed in these consultations. This concerns
" availabilities in the EEC zone in 1979 for vessels flying the Norwegian
. and Swedish flags, and prov181onal availabilities for the Faroes for March.
The arrangements for Canada will be dealt with in a later proposal, after

current technical discussions requested’ by Canada itsell have been completed.

5.‘ As regardStthe allocation of available resources among the Member States,
the Commission already indicated in its Communication of 21 November 1978
‘what were the general criteria; on this basis, and in the light of the
general approach whlch emerges for the whole context within which COmmunxty
fishing will be carried on this year, the Commission will submit concrete
.proposals for 1979 quota allocations, taking into account the outcome of fhe

remaining consultations still being held with some non-Community countries, _‘

" 6. The Commission also takes the view that, pending a decision by the
Cournicil. on quotas for each Member Stéte, the Community should fulfil the
commitments. it has entered 1nto for the management of mixed stocks,
respons 1b111ty for the protection and conservation which is either shared w1th
such non-Community coastal countries as Canada, Norway and Sweden or is
dealt with in internmational fishery bodies to whish_the>Community or its

- Member States belOng;

To this end,‘the Commission sﬁbmits to the Council proposals for plaﬁing
appropriate veilings on the Comﬁunity‘s total fishing potential for the
stocks and zones concerned. These proposals are for establishing

total catch quotas for one Member State ‘'of the Community 1n“#%e Skagerrak,
the Kattegat, the Baltic 3ea, the North Sea and certain areas of the
North-West Atlantic, and for ensuring th@t the commitments emtered into
with Nor&&y and Sweden, on the use of certain gear or fishing‘methods in
the Skagerrak and the Kattegat, are complied with. ‘
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~ 7. The bomm1351on proposes that the Ccun01l agree to flnallze in 1979
‘the Directive on adJustlng capa01ty and the common measure for
Lrestructuring the inshore fishing 1ndnstry, so that they can be 1mplemente

from 1 Jamuary 1980. In the meant1me, it proposes that the
Council agree to ext?F %F he basis of s Commission proposal, '
1 52/7 of 25 July 1978 on an 1nter1m~common measure .

Council Regulation
- for restructuring the inshore ilshlng industry. The estimated cost of

the common measure to the EAGGF for the 1979 fznanclai year wxll be

415 milllon EUA.
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