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3.

FOREWORD_TO

- THE MEMBER STATES! REPORTS SENT TO THE COUNCIL BY THE COMMISSIQN
IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 70 OF THE ‘EAEC TREATY

OPINION -

In accordance with the p_roviéion of Article TO of the Treaty\es‘ca.blishing
the BAEC , the Member States have forwarded to the Commission the anmial
reports on prospecting, productlon and investment in mining which has been

- made or ha,d been planned in their territories in respect of uranium.

“he Commission in this document summarises the ‘informa,tipn from these

reports | . and gives its opinion.

The outline of the summary has been prepared by the geologists® group.
of the Working Party on natural uranium of the Euratom Supply Agency's
Consultative Committee.  This was done to facilitate a quicker and more

uniform response from the Member States so that reports could be prepé,red -

on a more timely basis in future with 1_esé problems of translation. . The

geoiogists' group have kept the Commission up~to~date on the progress of
uranium exploration in each of the Member States,

This document deals with the .anmual reports for the years 1973, 1974 and
1975, waich are summarised in Amnex I. This period is of interest because
it was during this time, particularly on the basis of information subm:.t“ced ‘
from the Member States under Article 70, that tthe Comm:.ss.wn dec:.ded to
recommend financial support for uranlum explora,ta.on in 'the ‘Community. 'I‘his'
funding commenced in 1976 with an initial level of suppor’t of 1 m.u.a. for
one year. 1In 1977, 5 MeU.3e WETe committed to cover a period from 197719,
In 1978, 5 m.u.a. were also made available by the budgetary authorities to
financially support uranium e:icploration ven'i:ures between 1978-80.
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~ the UKAEA—3ponsored uaranium reconnaJSSance programme that ended in March

4

, From the reporte'it can be seen that expenses for prospecting for o ﬁ
uranlum deposits in Member Staxes' terrltorles durlng this period was

a8 follows - e R o ‘ | N

See Table I.

During the perlod 1913~75, the urqnlum exploration and exp101tat10n
activity can. be summarised as follows .,

"There was no uranium exploration activity reported 1n Belglum, mainland . é
Denmark, Ireland, Luxembourg and the Netherlands. However, it would be - :

' worthwhlle carnylng out an evaluation of those areas that have some .

potential for uranium minerallsatlon, eepeclally in the case of Ireland
and Belglum. ' ' '

™

In Italy, although conezderable work has ‘been carried out, partieﬁ]arxy‘ ‘ }
at Novazza, in the province of Bergamo, there is still gignificant urauium
potentlel to be evaluated beyond ‘the work that has been carried out in ,
”the Prov1nces of Vlterbo and Sardinla. o ;

‘In the United Klngdom uranium exploratlon dropped significantly follow1ng

1973. The Instltute of Geological Sclences itself continued g number of
‘investlgaiions but several of the uranium anomalies identified remain

: untested. The reconnaissance survey 1tself did not cover the whole of the
area with uranium potential, Thus there remain a number of uranium targete
to be tested. :

In Greenland the main exploration effort was centred in S.W. Greenland

on I1limaussaq Intrusion. - Although work was inltlated in Bastern

Greenland there remain large areas of 81gn1flcgnt uranium potential untested
espe01a1ly in Western Greenland ’

/.. |
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10.

11.

12.

In Germany, in fact, a mmber of programmes have.begn‘initiaxed
and continued during this period. The programmes have met with
some limited success and should be encouraged.

In France considerable uranium exploration work has been carried

out, both by the Government and by private organiéations; This

exploration effort, in the country that is the only szgnlflcant
uranium pro&ucer in the Communlty at present, continued $o be -
productive.  The spread of prospectlng astzvxtles, especlalky
towards the end of this period, was carried out malnly in the

vicinity of known dep031ts..

‘Following examination of the reports forwarded by the Member

Stajes,/the Commission :—

a)‘considers that an extensive evaluation of the Eranium
potential of the Community, besides inCreasing‘the:
uranium reserves within the Commgnity,'would'fbrm a

- sound basis on which a long-term uranium supply policy

could be based and that there is uranium potential
outside the targets now being eXamlned within the
Conmunztf and evaluation of this potentlal should be

carried out; -~ -

b) notes with saxisfactlon that during the period under
consideration the overall prospecting effort has
increased considerably, but it nevertheles; feels that
this effort should be pursued, especially in countries
where no prospecting has yet taken place.
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= 1973 = 1975

| _F“edérai Republic
of Germany

?F&ance
Ireland
CItaly

; Luxembourg
| Netherlands

United Kingdom

(100,000 Dicr)

1'079,200 We e “

(3,950,000 D)

| 2,723,400 u.a.
115,126,000 FF)

560,000 u,a.
(350 m. ‘lira)

120,000 u. a.
+ (£50,000)

- (100,000 Dkr)

(3,942,000 DM)

2,964,000 u.a.

1(16,463,000 Fr)

353)400 Nede

~ (£50,000)

,1;224,30(5 u.ya..“

(223 m. lira)

98,090 UeBe |

1,579,500 u.a.

(5,085,810 )

4,562,000 u.a.

271,000 u.a.

77,000 u.a.
(£41,000) |

(1,000,000 Dir) -

(26,915,000 FF) |

1972 . 1973 1974 1975
(for information) S - 3
Belgium - - - -
Denmark 13,500 w.a. | 13,200 u.a. 132,000 u.a. | 119,000 u.a. -

| (900,000 Dkr)

2,000,000 u.a.

10,000,000 u.a.

262,000 u.a.

84,000 u.a.
(£50,000)

' 4,500,000 u.a.

s

6,600,000 u.a.

4,700,000 u.a. |

124,500,000 u.a.

Al
;
:
.
.
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Summaﬁy of

- Anmual Report of Member States

in accordance with Article 70
~ of the BAEC Treaty
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