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1.

INTRODUCTION

/

EXPLANATORY NOTE ~

" The Commission publieﬁed its new proposal on the weights -

:gnd‘certain other characteristics,(not'includin¢ dimensions) of

road vehicles used for the carriage of goods in Januwry 1979 (l).
The Economlc and. Social Commlttee gave 1ts Oplnlon in January
1980 (2) and the European Parllament on 7 May 1981. In the

light of these opinions and followlng some additional technical

work undertaken at the request of the Counc11's Working Group

~on Transport in July 1980 the Comm1551on has decided to amend o

2+

" its proposal as provided foreln~Article lh9 of the EEC treaty.

The original proposal‘and the attached amendments relate only R
to the welghts and certaln other technical characteristics o‘

commercial vehicles ; the proposals concernlng the dlmen51ons

of vehicles, which are already broadly agreed between Menmber

States, have been retalned from the Comm1551on 5 prev1ous proposal

on vehlcle weights and dlmensions (3). |

GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT

Both the Eoonomlc and 5001a1 Commlttee and the European\

Parliament proposed that the maximum welght should be llmlted, in

the first instance at least, to LO tonnes instead of Qh.tonnesras

'propoeed by the Commission.

_ " The Comm1551on therefore proposes ohat the maximum authorlsed'
welght of vehicles under thls Dlrectlve should be limited to 40O tonnes.
It is also proposed that flve years after the. adOptlon
of this D1rective the Comm1551on, at the request of ‘the Counczl, w111
prepare a special report ‘on the results of its 1mplementat1on and on
any;developmentszln the{transportgtlon;fleld which may affect 4;ts_

I
f

provisions.

(1) COM(78)728 final of 4 Jan. 1979

(2) CES 87/80 of 31 Jan. 1980 -

'(3) 0d No. C 90/25 of 11.09.1971

-
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3. PRIOR CONSULTATION

|

 The other amendment requeeted by the Parllament was “that
the Member States should inform 1nstead of consult the - Comn1sslon4
,-1n cases where they exclude vehlcles from unsuitable routes and areas.‘
The Comm1551on considers that, hav1ng regard to the content of
_Article 7, such a provmslon w:ll not create any dlfflcultles and

.can . therefore be accepted°

4, LOADING OF AXLE GROUPS AND GROSS WEIGHT IN RELATION TO WHEEL BASE

In its opinion the Economic add Social Committee drew
‘ attentlon to the need to permLt tandem axles to carry 20 tonnes :
"The Committee proﬁoses ralSlng to 20 tonnes the maximum load for

tandem axles with a spacing of more than 2 metres’ o..Thxc; question was

tackled in the analySLS undertaken by the Commission, with the aid of
experts from motor vehicle and traller manufacturers (l) and Member
Governments, on the spac1ng of axle groups in. relatlon to axle

weight and on Gross Vehicle Weight (GVW) in relatlon to wheelbase.

It was concluded that in order to limit brldge 10ad1ngs a 20-tonne

' tandem would be acceptable at & minimum upacing of 1. 8 m..Addltlonel
rules, based on the sawme anaLysls prescrlbe welght llm*ts for tandems '

‘or tri-axles for &iffereht'axle spaelngs. o

To provide better confro“ of bridge loadlngs the proposal
/also lays down the max1mum ‘authorised welght in relatlon to wheeloase,
by introducing limits of 5 tonnes/metre for rigid motor vehlcles and

trallers and 4 tonnes/metre for art¢cu1ated vehicles. -

5, DETAILED AMENDMENTS TO THE PROPOSAL_COM(?8)728 of 4 JANUARY 1979

Article 2 =~ For reasons of clarity a definition of "maximum train
welght" has been 1nclwded. Its absence might have caused
‘some uncertainty since the expression would otherw1se

L appear for the flrst time in Article k.l.a)(v):

(1) Doc. 566/VTI/80 EN (= 2.2 1981) and
De-. 567/ T U 1981)
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Arpiblelhﬁb—' In paragraph l.a) (111) and 1 b) the term ”group of axles”fij
' has been added i in thls way the 1nc1us1on in Annex II of
detalled rules on axle 5pac1ng and axle loadlng is -
indicated in this Artielo.whieh desoxives the form of ;
the plate. - - i EAPEEE

-« In paraéraphfZ a more,realietic date has been inserted.
Article 5 - In paragraph 1l.c¢) it. hae'beeh clarified that the rule of
| 5 % applles to individual axles only and not to the
" maximunm authorised welght of tandems or - trl-axles.
- In paragraph l e) a mluor change is 1ntroduced for reasons
of clarlflcatlon. »v‘ ‘ﬁirﬁ‘ .
- In paragraph 2 the procedure to be fo*lowed by Member
. ‘States for raising the ratmo of the load on .the driving.
-~ .. axle to the total laden welght of the vehlcle from 20 %
to 25 % has now been indlcated

‘Article Zpia"To'COmply with Parliament;e reouest hhe proposai'prouides‘
o R for an 1nformat10n procedure 1nstead of consultatlon .
| ' .“771n cases of where vehlcles are excluded from unsuitable -~
.+ routes -and areas or because of the carrlage of dangerous
‘f.goode. I o :f‘ Hh “ a

Article 8 - In paragraph 2 a more reallstlc date has been 1nserted for

the’ entry into force of thls Dlrectlve.‘(

.‘..

- A new paragraph 3 has been 1nserted whlch requlres the

Comm1351on to prepare a spec1al report on the 1mplementat10n

- - of ‘this Dlrectlve flve years after its adoptlon by the
Member States. o " . )

B . R ,v ;e ¢ ‘ I e B . - R
" Annex I - In paragraph 1.2 the néyfpermiséible weight of 20 tornes
' ' for:‘groups of two axles ‘(tandems) 'is used.
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- In paragraph 1.3, the maximum authorised weight‘of combined
vehzcles, whore the motor vehicla has 3 axles, is roduced to

4O tonnes from Lh and 42‘ when the- traller or semi=- tra1ler

. o "
has 3 or 2 ‘axles. C

- In paragraph 3 the obllgatlon to reduce the maxlmum_
euthorised,welght where this could cduse overloadlng ‘of
bridges has been. omitted bécause new spe01flc rules have '

" been intrqduced’for this purpose.

- A new paragraph L4 lays down the méximuﬁ.authorised ﬁeight in
relation to wheelbase for rigid motor vehicles, trailers

and articulated vehicles. -

Anoei ITI « In paragraph 3, new detailed rules‘hévevbeen introduced ’
for the relationship between axle'ﬁeight'andﬁaxle spacing
ﬂ'for tan@ep axles. | o Z
- 1In paragraph'ﬁ, new detai}ed rules haﬁe‘beenjintroduoed
for the relationshipvbetﬁeeh akle:weighf‘and axle spacing  *>
for fri?axlee,  ‘ ) B ' '

Annex IIT In paragraph 1, referenoe 1sfmade'to the latestllegislation.‘

on noise. o L
6. CONCLUSION

In the light of the views expressed by the Econoﬁic and Social-
Committee and the European Parliament it is propoeed to reduce the
max1mum authorlsed weight for vehlcles to 4O tonnes, 1nste=u of che
4 tonnes orlglnally proposed. )

The Comm1USLon consmders thut taken fogeﬁher with the other
anendments, its modlfled proposal W111 ensure. tna» vehicles permltted
Veﬂder the Directive would not 1mpose more severe loadlng on the

, eaf;astructure (roads and brldges) than the exmstlng Vehlcle fleet.,'

L]
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INITIAL TEXT PROMOSED BY
THE COMMISSION

AMZAIDED TEXT

Article 2
in this Dirsctive,

= 2 "combined vehicie® means @ither a
rigid motor vehicle coupled to a draw-
bar traiter or an articulated vehicle
consisting of a tractive unit coupled -
to a semi=trailer,

= a “motor vehicis® means either & rigid
motor vehicie or a tractive unit for an
articulated vehicle : .

® 4 85 08 94 50 Be ee as

Article § unchanged

S8 3% <0 20 38 a0 so se b3 me

.,
U —

Article 2
Sl -

beginning of the text unchanged, but
the following definition is added ¢

*

B

= The'maximum train weight” or a motorveh-

icle is the maximun laden weight of a
vehicle combination which may be taken
in charge by that motor vehicle, as .
détermined in accordance with Annex'I,
paragraph 2.

Article 3 unchanged

CArticle 4

-Paragraphs‘fa(fﬁ and

Paragraph 1a(i§4)

€i44) The maxisum

weight for'each,axge of
‘the vehicle . 7 ' : :

Iy -

€e 30 40 ne e

o Arti;{e 4
tadii) unchanged

Paragraph 1a¢jis)

The maximum weight for each axle
areup of axles of the vehicie

RaiirE

and

Paragraphs 1ativ) and Jalv) unchanged

'Pafagraph AN (1))

The maximum authorired
weight for each axle and the maximum train
weight entered on the plate shall not exceed
the (imits specified in Annexes I and 11

weight, the maxiwum

'Paragraph 2 ' i
On the basis of 3 proposal from the Commis=
sion, the Council shall, before 1 January
1980, adopt measures on the form of the plate
rofurredAto in this Article :
. ) » ¢

A
@8 8% 52 o8 4o 2¢ 00 e ea 18 36" a9 ep

“Paragraph 1 (b)

The mazimum authorized weight, the maxirum
weight for each axle and group of axieq and
the maximum train weight entered on the

- Plate shall not exceed the Limits specified

in Annexes I and 11

.

Paragraph 2

On the basis of 3 proposal from the Commis-
sion, the Council shall, before 1 July 1468,
adopt measures on the form of the plate re-
ferred to in this Article :
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(1:’) ’ S
INITIAL TEXT PROMOSED BY s
THE COMMISSIONM L AMENOED TEXT
Article 5 ‘ o Article 5

‘Paragraghs 1 & wnd 1 B unchanged

,

Paragrash 1 ¢ Paragraph 1 ¢

¢¥ no individual axle weight exceeds the
. limit entered on the plate by more than

-

5 %

¢} no axle weight exceeds the limit entered.
on the plate by more than 5 X

N

®: 63 S8 €3 oe

Paragraph 1 ¢ unchanged
Paragraph:1 e ’ Paragraph 1 =
@} Tﬁe‘@isﬂanﬁe between the centres of the
rear axie of a motor vehicle and the front

axte of a draw-bar trailer lt not Less
than 3,0 metreg

@} The distance between the centres of the
rear axle of the motor vehicle and the

front agle of any trailer or semi=trafe

ler is not less than 3,0 wex*e

Paragraph 2 Paragraph 2

&s After eonsuiting the Commission, » Member £. After informing the Commission and aiving

95 &S ©3 Ba @G @Y B0 OB w4 0w ¢e B3 4@

State may fix he ra&io specified in para- notice of at Lleast one vear, a Hee.er 5-ate
gragh 1 4t ot up to 25 X for v&hi&lo% used may {ix the ratio speca;%@d in paraocagh
on its territory 1 () 3t up to 25 % for vehicles usead on

‘ ’ its territory '

Artigle o unchanged

 Article 7 ' L , Articie 7
rh» Hember States may, after consulting the ° The Member $tates may, after dnforming e
Commssammn o khe aature of ?h@ measu?em pro- .. Commission en the natues of the @eaau°es peom
~osed ¢ , . posed 3
£

Paragraphs & and b unchanged

Articie 8 : S Artwc,u 8

@

Paragraph 1 unchanped

~

Paragraph 2 - : Paragraph 2
2o They shail apply such measures from
9 Janua'v 1984

3e They shall apoly such seassurses Srom
1 danuery 1983

20’ 38 29

3

'NeW~Paragraph>3 . -

3, The Commission is invited by the Council
to report on the effects of implementing
this Directive and on any developmenis in
the transport field which may affect
its provisions five years after its
adoption,

Apmicle 9 unchanged

Done at Brussels N . For the Councal
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ANNEXAQ,,paragraph‘1;1‘hnchanged

Paragraph 1.2. Paragraph 1.2.

i
1,80 Vehicles forming part of a combined

1.2. Vehicles forming part of a combined

“vehicle vehicle }

- motor vehicle with two axles 17 t. -~ motor vehicle with two axles 1K 1. ‘
= motor vehicle with three axles 24 t. - motor vehicle with three axles 26 t,

=~ trailer with two axles .18 t. _ = trailer with two axles 18 L.

= trailer with three axles 24 t, - = trailer with three axles 2.t

= semi-trailer (axle Loading) = gemi~trailer (axle loading)

with two axles. . i8 t

6 64 00 s Se 85 30 28 % 0% 03 €0 s as

with two axles ‘ 20 t.
with three axles L with three axles L2k t,
1.3. Combined vehicles (articulated vehicles
and road trains) — . o
~ motor vehicle with two axles L beginning of the paragraph .unchanged
+ trailer or semi=trailer '
~with two axles - 35 tonnes
with three. axles 40 tonnes ‘ ’
= motor vehicle with three axles ~* = motor vehicle with three axles
¢+ traler or semi~trailer . . + trailer or semi-trailer
With two axles 42 tonnes with two or more axles : 40 tonnes
with three axles 44 tonnes : ‘ "

Paragraph 2 uncﬁanged

Paragraph 2

Paragraph 3

3. Maximum weipht technically admissible 3. Maximum weight technicelly admissible

Where the vehicle is not constructed to carry
the maximum authorized weight specified in
section 1 of this Annex, or where the axle
tpating could cause overloading of bridges,
the maximum authorized weight shown on the
plute specified in Article 4 shall boe reduced
accordingly

Yhere the vehicle is not constructed to carry
the maximum authorized weight specified inpar-.
agraph 1 of this Annex, the maximum autho=
rized weight shownon the plate specified in
Article 4 shall be reduced accordingly.

Neu‘Paragraph b

4, Maximum authorized weight in relation to
wheelbase

€0 96 Se 8¢ €2 O0p S8 e S0'gu 4% @8 ¥ ac 09, av

4.1, The maximum authorized weisght in
- tonnes of an individual rigid motor
vehidle or draw-bar trailer (W) shall
be no more thanfive times the ,
distance in metres between the centres
' ‘'of the outside axles of the vehicle

(L)
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4.2, The maximum authorized weight in tonnes of
a semi=trailer (W) shall be no more thar
4 (. + 3) = 7, where L is the distance in
. metres from the axis of the king-pin to
the centre of the rear axLe of the semi~
travLer '

X

88 o2 gs ws 68 ea TE Ox

ANNEXE 11, paragraphs 1 and 2 unchanged

Paragraph 3

"~ 3, Where the azle spacing is less than
2.0 metres,the sum of the maximum axiéd
weights of a tandem axle shall not
enceed 18 t@nnas

3, The sum of the axle weIths cf 3 tandem axle
shaLL not cxceed ¢

11 tonnes if axle spacan (L) is less thar
1,0 metre (L < 1,0 :

96 tonnes if axle spacing (i) is iess thar
1.3 metres (1.0 1 K[1.3)

%8 tonnes if axle spacing (L} is less than
.8 metres (1. I 1.8

Zf tonnes 17 axle spacing (L) is 1.8 metres
or more (1.8 & U

Paragraph &

$c The sum of the axle weughfs of ) trw—ax{e
shall not exceed : .

Paragraph &

4, The sum of the axie weights of a trivaxle
shall not exceed 26 tonnes

= 21 tonnes, uhere the spacing between the
individua! axles i5 less than 1.3 metres’

= 24 tonnes, where the spacing between the
individual axles s 1.3 to 1.4 metres -

S8 €9 e 60 25 49 $5 e Re N 86 50 &C G0 DA 9 AT Ve 6 IO I2 €S Iy 96 SO

.

‘ Paragraphs 5 and 6 un<han9ed

Annex ITI

Paragraph 1 - Paragraph 1
1. - Noise
The permissible sound level.and o)
the exhaust system motor veh- i)
icles. ; ) # ; )
_ _ beginning of the téxt .unchanged,
Directive Official Journal Reference ). but add following reference to
Council Directive 70/157/EEC L 42/16 2%.02.1970 : )
: )
)
)

Comhission Dir-  73/350/EEC L321/33 22.11.1973
ective ) ’

a new directive :

s

.Council Directive 77/212/EEC L66/33 12.03 1977
. _ : ) Commission Directive

- 81/334/EEC 1131/24 1805141

remainder unchanged
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