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The approrch to the accommodation problem to date (i.o- the ellocetion
on a yearwto=ycar besis of the rumber of offices strictly necessary to
house ndditional steff recruited following the creation of new posts in
the Commission's budget) hrs two mein disadvantages:

(i) it nocessitates negotiating rental of tuillinge alreedy completed,
which ere then cifficult to cdapt to the Commission's cpecific

needs;

{i1) it involves many expensive removals which hinder the work of the
stcff as a whole {sec II below).

This unproductive cxpenditure could be avoided by providing "room for
expension™ in each large group of buildings (Berlaymont, Joyeuse Entrde,
Loi, Archimedc)e To this end tho Commission shoulds:

(1) ncgotiate terms for the rental of a plamed 170=office building
vhich will be an oxtension to the Joyeuse Entrée/Cortonberg/loi complex;

(ii) nogotiato terms for the remtal of 2 plammed 130~office building in
the avenue de Cortenberg, adjoining the Archimdde II building;

(1i1) negotiate terms for the rental of e building undor construction in
rue Joseph II, backing onto the buildings at rue de la Loi 84-86.
Arrengoments could be mede for ground-floor access betwoen the two
buildingse The building in rue Joseph II should be completed by
the ond of 1975.

«.8 thogo buildings are rented, it will be possidblo to terminatc leases on
the buildings which aro furthest away or most inconvenient at suitable
junctures.
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I.  Eresent situcticn

The Commission's premises were further extended in 1974 with the renting
of two new buildings at rue de la Loi 84=86, which will ve operational ir
May 1975 A new werehouse hes 2lso been rented, meking it possible to
rationalize the handling of stocks of equipment and éupplies which heve
nov reached such proportions thet industrialestyle monegemont is essential.

The premises now evailable (eee Annex I) will allow the Commissiont's
departments to operate throughout 1975 since the only increese in staff
will be a slight one in the Language Servicc.

II. Shortete d e ospec )

Because of the smell increese in staff in 1975, the Commission's accommodatic
problems have been solved for the time beinge.

Contingency plens must, howover, be made to deal with any change in this
situntion in 1976 (or possibly even in 1975 if new developments require
departmentel changes).

The Commission should be able to take sn option on buildings whilo it is
still possible to chrnge the plans, so that the promiges con be n}ited to
its requirements. In any cese, study of the property market mekes it

clear that construction firms will not start work on large projocts without N
enmuring that the buildings are already let. Under these circumstances,

" it seems poasible to rent buildings which are practically customebuilt,
provided that & leass is signed before building commences.

It is welleknown that removcl is the worst solution since it disrupts
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work, damrges furniture and buildings, ond above all costs a lot of money.
Unfortunctely, howvever, there is no clternctive since there is never 2
rcsarve of offices in the buildings currently occupioed.

In order to eppreciate premises requirements fully, it should be noted
thrt, even if staff mumbers remain constant, expanding activities and
departmentel developments require additional space. An example is the
installetion of a documentation centre and the consequent grovth of
telecommnications or the setting~up of temporary working parties for
vhich preniscs nced to be found even if an equivelent number of offices

does not becomc vecent somewhere else.

This iz why the Commission wishes to create a reerl or potentizl reserve
of offices to meet accommodrtion needs arising over the period 1976=30.
The Commission rust obviously tale nccount of thc‘ gstate of the merket
because it will have to continue renting premises from the privote sector
during this period, pending implementation of an overell plan for housing
the Community's inctitutions, end for this reason it must insist on being
authorized to commit itself one or two years before the completion of
suitab.ie buildings.

The next four or five recrs must therefore be regarded os an interim
period for which overall estimetes must now be made. The immediate eim
mst be to extend the complexes alresdy occupied (see Ammex II) so that
ell buiidings are not affected by every removal, the ultimate aim being
to attain the best possible regrouping around the rond-point Schuman.

Group J:_ Berlaygent

Sinco there is no way of extending this self-contained complex, room for
expassion must be created by relocoting one Directorate~Gensrrl end
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gradunlly allotting the vacrted offices to the depertments remrining in
the building.

Group I3 _Jgyguge Futpde/Cortenbora/let

This building is already ocoupied by the sdministrative and finenciel
depertments and most of the translation service, including document
publicetion and distribution.

It secoms natural, therefore, to have all the translators there and
relinquish the Group VI premises.

Moreover, as the linguistic staff increeses faster on average than the
rest of the Commission's staff, it is oven more necessery in this building
then elsevwhere thet there should be office accommodation to spare.

To begin with, then, one Directorete=(oneral will have to Le relcaated
in 1975 and presumebly another in 1975,

Mennwhile, Le Royale Belge, the insurance company which owns the complex,
should be asked to build the "missing™ segment of the complex at the
corner of the cvonue de Cortenberg snd the sverme de la Joyeuse Entrde.

If the Commission does not have these premises aveilsble in time, it will
not be possible to house the Lenguage Service on rationel lines and it
will be necessery to reloccote other depertments if expansion becomes

necessery.

Srgup 111t Archimdds

A private company is planning to erect & building on the ~vemus de
Cortenberg backing onto the Commiasion buildings commonly known as

4 |
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Arohislde I and II.  8ince thess latder tuildings are already fully
otcupied, it is essential thas the Coumission should take en option on
thio naw tuildinge A poiat in its favour is thet there ocould be direct
acoess from it t0 the Archimdde II tuilding on aach floor.

Sk IV1 Rieoda Ao lel

Mccommodation in this group hes recently been extondod by the leasing of
tvo buildings which will be ocoupicd Ly Directorates~Goneral trensferred
fron the Borlaymont and Joyeuse Entrde uildings.

To allow of further expansion, plans should be made to rent either one of
the buildings now being built in rue Joseph II nearby, or the office block
which tho Bolgien muthorities are plamning to build on the cormer of the
re do 1a Loi cnd the cheussbe d'Stterboek, next door to rue de le Loi 120.

Group Vs Bondmnoint Schymen/iigrvieng

There is no possibility of edditional accommodations in this area for
the moment. Jf the building et rond=point Schumen 3 were to become too
small for the Dir-~ctorrate~Uenerel vhich is therc at present, it would
2imply hove to tc abendoned in fevour of premises in the rue Joseph I1I.

Grgup V1i _Saipt=Jeen/fatrononie

The officos mented in these buildings must be abandoneds The offices in
the rue Saint-Jorn will be vacated sarly in 1975, but those in tho Astronomie
building will have to be kept on until additiomal space is sade avajlable in
Croup II.

In oarly decicion must be takon on this rationalisetion prograzme, because
spoce recuiremsnts could increase faster than the buildings designed to
cocommodnto them oan be coupleted.
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The Commission is not in a position to produce a deteiled long=tern plan
(1+0¢ bayond 1900) since the quostion of the locetion of the Comsamnity
institutions (the Council and the Commission) is still in abeymnoe.

However, with a view to dotermining the Commission's needs ovor the next
ten years, an internal working perty has carried out & oritical study

of the present situation to define oriteria for assessing future
requirements. Post trends indicate thet the normel incremse in staff
outside the Language Service can be sstimcted et 3% per year on averags,
emd that of Language Service staff alone at 9%. In view of the prosent
situation, it is not possible to infer definite trends for the future

as there are 2 mumber of uncertain factore, rogarding the numbers of both
linguistic and othcr staff.

All thot cen be scid is that, if the next ten yeers follow the same pattern
as the past fifteen (allowonce being made for the distorting factors of
the merger of the Executives end the enlargement of the Community), an
increase in office sprce of some 90 000 m2 (2bout 9 000 m2 & yerr) ovor

the 240 000 m° occupied at present can be predictods

This figurc is only an estimate which is as precarious as tho assumption

on which it is based, and for tbis reason the Commiscion does not think

it poseible to procecd any further with the study of its future requircments.
However , it reserves the right to reopen the discussion once the Delgian
government depertments concerned are in a pocition to make firm proposals

as regerds the location of the Commmity institutions.
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Jn Jecisions een only be teken on shorteterm end mediumeterm projeots, the
Commission requosts Council authorizetion to take the following steps to
solve its accommodation problcms between now and 19803

(1) 4o enter into immediete negotictions with La Roynle Belge on terms
for the rental of offices to be built at the corner of the Joyecuse
Entréo/Cortenberg to complete the prescnt Joyeuse Entrde/Cortenberg/
Loi complex;

(ii) to enter into immediste negotirtions with Bermheim Outremer on
terms for the rentel of the building to be erccted on the site
edjoining the Archimede II building;

(iii) to negoti~te terms for the rentel of 2 building in the rue Joseph II
to meet recuirements for the period 1975-80 as soon as these become
apparent (i.c. in connection with the 1976 tudget).
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MRS 882 1

Grovp I

Jo use Entrée/
Cortmborg/bo:l

Group 111 3

Archindde I and II
Archindde 5
Archimdde 25

Rond-Foint 3
Romd-Point 6
Nerviens

Group VI_s

StoJean
Astrononie

200, rue de la Lot

23/27, ave de 1a Joyeuse
Entrée
1/15 ave de Cortenderg

244, m™e de la Loi

9, Rond-Point Sciuman
5» rae Archindde
25, rue Archimdde

96, e de la Loi
98, rue de la loi
120, rue de la loi

3, Rond-Point Sohuman
6, Rond-Point Sohuman
Averme des Nervies

4, rue Saint-Jean
Avanie d¢ l'Astronomie

1651 offices

1009 offices

215 offices
70 offices
90 offices

375 offices

155 offioes
145 offices
120 offices

420 offices

110 offices
125 offioes
180 offices

415 offices

% orricm
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ALISATION DES BATIMENTS OR LA COMMISEON OANS L8
QUARTIER ROND POINT R, SCHUMAN
PARE v CMQUANTERAME
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