omen of Europe

Brussels, 15 July 1977

Dear Friends,

Information must be distributed throughout this large body we

call the European Community.

The bulletin is intended, in a modest way, to help in this task.
Tt is a trial issue, published only in English and French; this autumn

we hope to begin publishing it regularly in all the Community languages.

The magazine, wanted by the women of Europe and written for them,
publishes information collected by women about women; it is not
only meant for reading but may be copied, duplicated, cut up,
plagiarized, quoted, criticised, used, underlined, annotated, added
t0, embellished ... .

Your comments and news are essential if each issue of this magazine

of yours is to be better than the previous one. We shall be interested

t0 hear from you.

Fausta Deshormes
Information for women's organisations

and press

This magazine is published by the
(Epmmlss1on of the European Communities
Directorate-General for Informatlon
Rue de la Loi, 200
B - 1049 BRUSSELS - Tel. 7350040

A list of the Commission's Press and Information Offices in the various countries is given
on page 2.
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We are at your service (page 3)

Institutions and laws, from country to country (paze 4)

The militant life (page 13)

The European Community on the move (page 18)

Studies, meetings, books (page 20)
Help us to know you (page 21)

Editor: J. Pirlot

PRESS AND INFORMATION OFFICES OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES

GERMANY IRLAND UNITED KINGDOM GREECE
53 BONN DUBLIN 2 LONDRES W8 4QQ ATHENES 134
Zitelmannstrasse 22 29 Merrion Square 20. Kensington Palace Gardens  Vassilisis Sofias 2
Tél. 228041 Tél. 76 0353 Té1. 727 8090 Tel. 743982/83/84
1 BERLIN 31 CARDIFF CF1 1WF
Kurfiirstendamm 102 4 Cathedral Road
Tél. 8924028 P.0. Box 15
Tél. 371631
EDINBURGH EH2 4PH JAPAN
ITALY 7, Alva Street
Tél. (031) 225.2058 102 TOKYO
00187 ROME Kowa 25 Bldg.
BELGIUM Via Poli, 29 8-7 Sanbancho
e Tel. 6897224 26 CANADA Chiyoda-Ku
1049 BRUXELLE Tél 2300441
Rue Arctumede 73 gggérn,is%:‘ KIR 758
Tal. 7350040/7358040 o0 S
Tél. 2386464
CHILE
LUXEMBOURG GANTIAGO © SWITZERLAND
DENMARK o i Nonet B/O Avda. R. Lyon 1177 1202 GENEVE
1045 COPENHAGUE K Casilla 10093 37-39. rue de Vermant

4 Gammeltorv
Posthox 144
Tél. 144140

FRANCE

75782 PARIS CEDEX 16
61, rue res Belles-Feutles
Tél 55353 26

Plateau du Kirchberg
Tél 43011

NETHERLANDS

LA HAYE
20, Lange Voorhout
Tl 070-469326

Tél. 250555 Tel. 3497 50

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20037
2100 M Street, N.W.

Suite 707

Tel. (202) 872-8350 TURKEY
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017 ANKARA
245 East 47th Street l_\'.'waklnh*r::
1 Daq Hammarskjold Plaza 13. Brgar Sokok

161.1212) 3713804 Tél. 276145 16
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Wo APD AT TCR SEIRVUCE

-~~~

At e express vreguest of ‘Il femsle Celsgeies WO et 2T 2
symposium in Brussels in March 1976, the European éommission set
up the "Information service for women's organizations and press",
attached to the Directorate-General for Information and headed by

Mrs Fausia Deshormes.

The task of this service is to keep up a constant dislogue with
the press and women's organizations, provide them with news and
documentation on the various aspects of BEuropean integration and
help organizations in different countries to exchange experience

and information.

In addition to publishing the magazine "Women of Europe", the
"Information service for women's organizations and press" has
taken preliminary steps to interest female public opinion in the
campaign for the direct election of the European Parliament. It
has acted as a catalyst in each country of the Community and
encouraged the setting up, by women's organizations themselves,

of working parties devoted to the forthcoming European electionse.

In November 1976 the Buropean Commission also set up a Bureau
for quéstions affecting women's employment, attached to the
Directorate-~General for Social Affairs and headed by

Miss Jacqueline Nonon.

The aim of this office is not to solve individual problems but
t0 work to acheive equal treatment for working men and women at

Community level.
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INSTITUTICYS LMD LAWS, FROM COUFTRY TG CCURTRY ’

[/é ELGIU M)7

Yomen at work

A “Committee on Female Employment" wos set up by Royal Decree at the Finistry
of Hmployment aond Labour. It: zdvisory status enables it to meet requests for
opinions from the Finister snd to give opinions on itz own initiative on

problems it considers importont.

The recent cctivities of this Committee hive included the orgznization of =
X
seminer on all problems affecting "women in the werking world" and a one-day

symposium on "women's work and unemployment".

The Committee on Femzle Imployment zlso prepired & brochure on the Netionnl
Collective i4greement No 25, signed by employers and workers represented on

the Mztional Labour Council wnd dealing with the applicntion of the principle

of equzl pzy, in accordance with the Europe:un Community Lirective on the subject.
This brochure w:s sent to all members of works' councils in all the lNember
Stctes in complisnce with Article 7 of the Community Directive, which makes

provision for informing fem:.le workers on the job.

Useful address: Commission du Travail des Femmes

53 rue Belliard
1040 Brussels Tel. 02 513 40 €0

Tqui.l trestment

The Committee on Female Employment hes just forwafded to the kinister of
Lebour its opinion on the amendments to Belgian laws and regulations neeced

to make possible the application of the Community Directive on "equuality
between men and women as regards access to cmployment, vocational training,
promotion and working conditions", cdopted by the Council of Linisters of the
Community on 12 February 1670 (Lirective 76/207/EEC - Cfficizal Journcl No L 3€

of 14 Februzry 1076).
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!n essoy competition

400 esscys were zddressed to the Fational Committee on Female Employment as
entries for the competition organized ct the request of the Committee by

h|

the French language Ninister of Iducotion.

The theme of the competition, which was open to pupils in the last two jye:rs
of higher secondary studies (younz men and vomen aged 17 and 18), wes “if
men znd women were really equcl a3 regards a1l political and socizl, family

znd professional responsibilities, would society be better off?"

In June, the twenty male and female finalists received the prizes offered by
various officicl bodies, including the luropenn Commission and the ‘organications

representing the two sides of iidustry.

/D SN I AR K/

Touzlity and education

The preliminary conclusions of the studies corried out by the Committee on "the
role of men znd women and training", set up by the linistry of iducation, cre

erxpected by the end of this yebr. The task of this Committee is to examine the
wzy in which the Danish education system can help to promote equality of rights

and opportunities for men and women.
The Committee, which is chaired by Lilian Vohn, ~n officizl at the Iinistry
of Zducation, includes Huren Ytting, vho was President of the FNational Council

of Dunish Women, amongst its members.

Thirty women in the Folketing

Two more women entered the Folketing (thc Denish Farliamqnt) ofter the parlicnentary
clections last February.  Lven then, one of them had to ask her employer for

sick leave!

Dopish feminist wssocictions deplore the slow progress made in increasing the
number of omen members of the Folketing: they still represent only 16.75% of

the total.
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iomen recently elected to the Folleting include Lva Gredal, Ninister of Jocial
Affairs; Xaren Dehlerup, President of the Committee for Zqual Ricghts;

Grethe Fenger l'¢ller, Fresident of the issociction of Danish Jomen; Ilette Croes,
former Vice-Fresident ¢f the .Associztion of Danish iomen and el ‘e Tegn, i

reprcsented the National Council of Danish lomen 2t the United : .iions General

Assembly in KNew Yorke.

Cohabitation

I'rs Inger l.re¢rette Pedersen, Judge at the Court of ippeal ond member of the
Tztionnl Council of Danish liomen, has just published a book on the legal problems
affecting couples living together out of wedlocks The number of such couples is
constantly increasing and the Committee set up at the Iinistry of Justice to study
moritel problems will be esked, in the near future, to give its opinion on the neu

legisTation vhich could become necessory oS © result of this trend.

/FIILITCI?/
S

L

French women and loc::) elections

The foct that 3¢ 000 French women have been elected to local councils is e grect
step foruurd: they numbered only 20 060 in 1971 «nd 11 000 in 1065. Houever,
some discppointment wes felt since women still represent only 2¢ of the total

number of local representutives, wheress the torget wus 46 000, or 10?.

I'oreover, the number of women mayors is still very low «nd only four of them zre
? J ]

.3 the heud of touns with more then 30 000 inhabitonts.

Pencle uncmployment

Pomcle unemployment has become s mejor concern of employment policy in I'rance in
recent ycers. On 1 larch 1677, 500 302 women tere recistered job-seekers. The total
number of unemployed now includes more women than men.

-
!

4 study on their situation, recently completed by the Committee on Femzle Emplo;ment,

has been published o3 o supplement to the mognzine Mictualités (Current Affeirs)

< - - 13 »
Useful rddress:  Actuslites du Traveil feminln
14, rue luquerne

75700 Paris el. 567 55 24

b
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Threc opinions from the Committee on Femsle —mplorment

The Committee or Femele Fmplo;ment, set up by the I'inistry of Lcbeur, has Just
forusrded to the French Coveryment three opinions cealing with moternity lezve,
o pew "Tamily supplement" berefit énd new mecsures for pregnent manuel uorker:t.
loternity leave will be for & six-month period renewcble three times. The
Committee on Fenzle mployment regrets that the Government proposcl does not
include the introduction of "parentol Teuve", to emphasize the role of the
fother in bringing up children. It clso considers that the protective and
discriminatory ncture of this mew.sure might be used against omen and coniribute
to the merginalizotion of the female populatione

A5 regurds the "fumily supplement” benefit, the Committee on Female Znployment
welcomed the provision acknowledging the burden represented by the prescnce

of children in o household, includin; the Tirst child, but also in the case

of lorge fomilics. lowever, the Committee on Temnle Imployment feels that this

mersure c.n not replice the necessery comprehensive reform of family benefits.

Lastly, @8 regerds the situction of pregnent munuel workers, which the draft law
would improve by cuthorizing lenve of cbsence, the Committee on Teri:le “mployment
pointed out thot some employees in the terticry sector - card-punch girls or
cheokcrs, for instonce = Go jobs which ore not for removed from mamucl work

without being zble io benelit from the provisions of the droft laae

Infornution is beins circulaicd

~

Lost yeor the Jocumentotion Centre of the Committce on Pemalec “mployment ~rswercd
650 letters and 00 telephone c::lls, nd reccived 500 visitse. I‘oreover, four
reports and eight memorcnds were sent to 3 000 people directly involved in

Temalec cmployment.

Useful address: Centre de Gocunentotion
¢u Comité .du Troveil féminin
14, rue Duquesnc

75700 - Poris Tel. 567 55 44
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TTALY

Teuclity acknouledged by the 1o

The Itclian Porliament hos just wdopted, by 207 votes iwn favour ~nd 56 votos
zgeinst, o law on equality of trectment betueen men and. uomen oS regards

enployment, in cccordunce with the Dircetive cdopted by the Durope.n Commur [

Commenting on this event, I'rs Tire .nselmi, the Linister of Lzbour, s:id, “jou
can't expect habits to chunge overnight, but this law 111 undoubtedly hnve

positive effects".

This law, o8 adopted by the Chamber of Deputies, containg certoin provisions

which set it in the forefront c¢f Duropean legislation on the subject. Article 4,
for instence, grants female vorlkers who recch pensionable age the right to cerlinuce
vorking until the retirement cge for men.

irticle G grents mothers vho wdopt & child cged under sixz the sume ndvantiges

os regards lenve cnd socicl security benefits - ¢ joung vomen giving birth. Urder
the provisions of irticle T the fother, cven in the event of i Coption, mey bornelit

from the seme sdvontages as o working mother, olternotely with nis wife.
L <. ? v

Vomen in the Regions

Ttzlien vomen are zirerd; playing o role in the life of the Regions. Jomen'c
Tegional Councils (Consulte ferminili itegionali) heve been set up officially in
Piednqat and .the Trentino region, and others are being set up in Umbria,

Lombardy, Campeania, Calubric, Latium and elsewheres

This action, which was instigated by the National Advisory Council for the

Participation of Women in Public Life, has been warmly welcomed by the regional
authorities.

The cim of the Women's Negional Councils is to promote « much broocder porticinction
by women in the life of the Region, to help solve problems specific to romen
in comnection with the economic, socinl, politiccl and culturzl cevelopment of

the regional communitiecse.
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The zctivitics of the Women's Degioncl Councils wre directed towards the
regional institutions in their cupacity ol cdvisory bvodies ond towards the

femszle population with a view to obiesining a grecter understending of their

4

problems and needs and being cble to help then to a greater extent.

Turthermore, the liomen's Rexloan Councils intend to estzblish the necessery
contacts with eanch other for circulating information and exchonging viluczble

expcericnces.

Wherever “omen's Regionsl Councils cre set up they attempt to group together
211 orzznized women's movenents, so long ns they have a democratic stutus cnd
arc really representctive. The majcr concerns of the lomen's Regiomel Councils
cre fer:le employment and working conditions, vocational training, social

services, protection of the habitot, etc.

4+ +ill soon be possible to measure the imporionce of the tomen's Regioncl Counci
¢nd their ccceptonce by the public outhoritics in numerical terms: the Region
of Umbria hag clrecd; voted wn oppropriation of Lit 30 million for the liomen's

legionzl Council in its 1576 budgct.

//i RIIT LT %/

Votes Tor vomen

The 1lzst porlismentory clections in Irelaond shoued o spectacular ircrecse in

o The politicel porties vhich failed

[&]

“first preference votes for woncn condidi te
to ¢ive prominence " to women pnid for it decrly. Irom one cleciion fo the next,
tie number of first preference votes for women candidates increcsed from 7 111 to
37 547 Tor Fianna Fail, whereas it held steady at around 19 000 for tra

Mirne Goele The Lobour Ferty, which led an cctive compaisn for tomen's rights,
siw its first preference vote rise from 5 306 to 14 753. ‘tomen who stood cs
independent crndidutes, mostly on o strictly feminict plotform, incrensed their

seits vhich perties lost

~

votes from 243 to 10 144. There were cven coscs of
becouse the condidete uns o Wy, vhercns o vomnn would hove obicined the prelerence

votes nceded 1o hola it.
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The liomen's Representative Committee

RIS

The Jomen's Nepreseniative Covmittee, which s set up in 19721 by the Finistry
of lzbour, is resporible for ssteblishing permnnent linlts beiween wemen's
orgenizetions and the linistrics, in cccordence witlh the wishes expresced by
the Commission on the Status ol ‘Jomemn.

The “lomen's Representative Ceriittec consists of 14 members, four of vhom cre
appointed by the Irich Congress of Tride Unions, four by the Federzted Union ol
mployers, three by the Commission on the Stirtus of lomen, one by the Tconomic
snd Jocinl Tescirch Institute and one legel cdviser. The Fresident of the
Comrittec is o Lember of Prriicrent «nd it should wlso be notec that four of

the members «.re mcn. .

The mein toshs of the Committec cre to supervise the grodual implementoation of
resulntions, moiic propostls for lepislotive cmd rdministrotive reforns to
schieve eminlity betueen men and women nnd, 10sily, to draw up reports cn the
sphercsz in which discrimination otils exists, of which it is informed by women
thenselves. Threc subcormittecs i.rc ot ork on emplojment, the reforn of

~ily 1. ond the media

s dreft low designed to moke eny form of dis seriminction s regards employment
i1lesn) ic currently being studicd by the Irich F wrliement.
L5 resuld of pressure brought to berr by vomen's organisotions rnd the irede
unions, the srended provisions re nuch siricter thar those of the originel
version :nrounced in ovember 1975. Tiost of.the ‘rencments recommenced by the
vomer's Deprocentotive Committee hove been ~dopted in this draft low, olih noh

i1 Coco not mention the drte of its cntry irnto forte cnd still foils o cover

'd
O
|_:
2]
!-‘
i
-

certoin trede orgonisetions which shoulc benefit from itn

[
.

In 1576, the women's orgrniuntions hod olrendy foined forcoc to compel the

Covermment 1o apply the Lo or cour ™ D Jle The Choirman of the Commission on the
Stotun of lomen cven wert to strosboury to plerd the couse of women before the

Commurity ~uthorities, when the Irica Government requested o defermernt ir the

~pnlication of the principle ol equ:l pope
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//E s THERLAND 5//

Instituut Cmbudsvrouwen

in "Instituut Cmbudsvrouwen", along the lines of the Swedish Ombudsmen, mo; be
M)

introduced in the Netherlands. It will be recponsible for helping and

zdvising women, vho, as individucls, encounier specific=lly feminine problems.

The icen hns just been wermly recommended by the Imeoncipotiekommissie, on
advisory body to the Iletherlinds Government. Sever:]l Iinistries cre involved
in this project: Culture, socinl Affairs, Justice, ~nd Health.
AN
According to the IZmincipitickommissie, the reluted budgetory sllowance should be
F1 000 000 for 1G7Z, rising by stages to 1 600 000 in 1€32. With this sum of
&

roney it would be pogssible to be in with ¢ terrm of nine persons, to be enlirged

AL

lotery it would inciude two leg 1l ecxperts, io psychiririst, a doctor, -

specinlist in educctioni.l problems, o speciclist in cmplojment problems, ond

three dministrotive nosistonts.

Iy woy of example, during the experiment corried out over o ten—month period

in 1975, 22¢ sritten queries iere cewlt withe

Uzeful cddlresao: mencipotielommissice
J«Ce van larlenloon 3

T o jis Tel. (070) ¢4

)
O
N

Cutbacks

To wrve public fundg, the fomer's Iition:1l Commission decided to hold thrse
instend of four meetings per yeur ~nd only to publish its Inforr:tion Bulletin
wfter thece oceasions rather thin cvery querter. This policy hos just been

cmnounced by the Co-Presidents, lady Llewelyn=Divies of Hustoe :nd I'rs J:ine Minlzy.

This public=spirited ¢esturc, Tull; in “eeping with the EBritish trudition, will
in no iy diminich the cctivities or rcecponsibilities of the ‘jomen's lintional

Commissiorie
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The Femily and the Lo

The evolution of the family structure in the United "ingdom is of great concern
to the Women's MNetional Commicsion; severcl workins porities are studying the

vorious cspects of this problem, especiclly from the legtcl point of vieuw.

The need is beginninz to e felt for - "family code" comprisi:;; all the related
& p 5

legislative provisions and reguletions in a form which is clecr and comprehensible

to the lioymen.

The Women's MNetion~l Commission ig 3130 concerned with matters in thich the 1-w

hns not yet formally intervencd: for exemple, too many children suffer beccuse
of the chuotic situction creunted by purents who <re de fiicto, but ndt legnlly,
seprroted. Cne of the major problems scems to bé the lauclk of comrmunicotion
between the various public services involved when the children, cnd one ol the
quzsi ex—spouses, moves to o different district «~nd school, . solution should
be Tound ¢t loczl level through improved coopervtion betiieen the schools cnd

‘socicl services of both plzces of residence.
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THE MILITANT LIFE

/EUROPE7

Buropean Trade Union Confederation

The Buropean Trade Union Confederation holds regular meetings of its Working Party
of Trade Union leaders, which consists of representatives of the affiliated
National Confederationse At the moment, discussions are being held on problems
of equal treatment and equality as regards social security. .

The European Trade Union Confederation has sent each National Confederation a
questionnaire on the extent to which the Community Directive on Equal Pay is being
appliedes The ETUC's chief concern is to measure progress made and evaluate the

remaining obstacles.
Useful address: Confédération europdenne des syndicats
37 rue Montagne aux Herbes potagéres

1000 Brussels Tel: (02) 217 91 42

Christian women and Europe

An "Open letter to the Christian Women of Europe™ has just been published by women
of various countries of Burope, Churches and Christian communities who recently
met in Geneva. The signatories of this appeal ask their fellow believers if
they consider it necessary to call a meeting of Buropean Christian women and,

if so, the questions which should be discussed.

At the Geneva meeting, the desire was expressed to draw up a list of all initiatives
taken by women in Europe in respect of the feminine approach to theology and the

position of women in the Church.

Useful address: Denise Peeters
16 avenue Jules César = boite no 9

1150 Brusselss
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//B ELGIU %}7

Mo centres

Belgium has two new Maisons des Femmes (Women's Centres), one in Bruges and

the other in Malines.

Useful addresses: Vrouwenhuis
Korte Vuldersstraat 19
Bruges Tel: (050) 33 35 64

Vrouwenhuis
Kathelijnestraat 109
~ Mechelen Tel: (015) 41 38 87

//G ERMA N'Y//

"Courggg"

"Courage™ is the title of a militant women's magazine published monthly in Berline.
It is edited, made up and printed entirely by women. "Courage”™ publishes
vritings by women and women's organizations on their experiences and analyses
of the position of women in the working world and the spheres of culture, medicine,
politics, etice
Useful address: . Courage

Bleibtreustrasse, 48

1000 Berlin 12

"Emancipation"

The Working Party on emancipation (AKE) was founded three years ago by a group
of women members of the FDP in Berline. The group's objective is to increase the
active participation of women in the life of the Liberal Party amd cooperate with

other women's organizations in Berlin in every sphere.

With this in mind, the "emancipation™ group helped to set up a reception centre -

for women in difficulty which was opened in Berlin in November 1976.
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//F RANC E;]

Women's Decade

The "Courrier frangais de la Décennie de la Femme" (French journal of the Women's
Decade) is the title of a periodical, number 2 of which describes the major
international activities (United Nations, UNESCO, European Commnity, etc.) and
gives a bibliography of French works on the future of women.

Useful address: Le Courrier frangais de la Décennie
JH. Chaton
43 avenmue Ernest Reyer
75014 Paris

5 000 women at Vincennes

A few militants, for whom "women's struggle is an integral part of the class
struggle", organized an international meeting at the University of Vincennmes,
its success was far greater than they had hopede More than 5 000 feminists came
from twenty countries to discuss their similarities and differences at Vincennes

on 30 May 1977.

Broadly speaking, opinions were polarized around two main trends: +those who linked
their struggle to the more general one of the workers! movement and those who preferred
to dissociate themselves from the world of men. At Vincennes it became clear

that women did not wish to perpetuate the myth of out and out feminine solidarity;

they were no longer afraid to acknowledge their differences.

//I TALY ;

Women journalists

300 women journalists attended the first national meeting on the subject of
"women and the news" in Milan at the end of April. The most varied subjects were
dealt with, including trade union problems and job protection for women journalistse

The ambiguity perpetrated by the various statutes applicable to journalists in
Italy was discussed at length.

-
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Women voters

The National Association of Womexn Voters (ANDE) amendei its staiute at its
national conference in Pisa in February 1977; the building and fonsoiidation of

a united Europe is now included in its aims.

The ANDE is conducting an active campaign to give Italians liviig in another
country of the BEuropean Community the right to vote in European electionse.
The Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs assured the ANDE that he shared this concerm.

Useful address: ANDE c/o Beatrice Rangoni Machiavelli
via Borgognona, 47
Rome Tel: 68 88 03

"Burope 78"

On the initiative of the National Council of Italian Women (CNDI) a "Burope 78"
Committee was set up in Rome in April 1976; this example has been followed in

many other places throughout Italy.

To support these activities, the CNDI drafted and distributed an "E 78" questionnaire,
vhich will provide greater knowledge of the penetration of the European idea
amongst the female electorate. This action will be supplemented by conferences,

discussions and training coursese
Useful address: CNDI
via Ennio Quirino Visconti, 55

00193 Rome Tel: 31 42 93

200 organizers

Women are particularly active in the Italian Council of the European Movement
(CIME): +three inter-regional study sessions will be organized this autumn to
provide training for 200 female organizers in connection with the European elections.

Furthermore, twenty regional women delegates will coordinate the activities of the

Buropean Movement aimed at both men and women voterse.

Useful address: CIME
10 viale Baccelli

Rome Tel: 574 22 29
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//1 RELAN D/]

Thirty organizations, 250 000 women

The Council for the Status of Women is a body which groups together thirty
organizations with a total of 250 000 memberse. When it was set up in 1968 to
study and investigate cases of discrimination against women, the Council for the
Status of Women had no more than ten member organizationse However, their

jnsistence led the Government to set up the National Commission on the. Status

of Women in March 1970

/[U NITED KINGDO 327

Sex stereotypes

The Welsh Section of the British Psychological Society is organizing an international
conference on stereotypes of sexual behaviour in mid July. Women's identity,
psychic celibacy, professional and family life are just a few of the subjects

on the programme of this meetinge.

Useful address: Oonagh Hartnett & Gill Boden
" Department of Applied Psychology
Llyn-y Grant Road
Cardiff CrP3y TUX

Y
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THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY ON THE MOVE

Nuclear energy: cards on the tabie

Questions involving nuclear energy affect each and ever. one of u3e. This is
why the Buropean Commission intends to organize public discussions on the subject

before the end of the yeare

The Commission's objectives are:

- %o help to inform public opinion on nuclear eregy problems, teking into account’
the energy requirements of the Community;

- to ensure Commnity participation in public discussions on nmuclear éhergy;

~ to help the European Commission to define priority sectors of nuclear energy
research policy, i.e., sectors where new undertakings or measures on a larger

scale might prove necessary.

Public discuseions organized by the European Commission could cover a series of
varied but related topics: economic policy and growth rate, energy policy, social

changes, democratic control, security problems, environment, etce

The Community and vocational iraining for women

The 1977 programme of the European Centre for the Development of Vocational

Training (CEDEFOP) includes the study of vocational training as a means of increasing
equality of opportunity for women. In this connection the emphasis is placed

on the special position of married or elderly women who wish to return to

the working worlde

A preliminary report drawn up by an expert, Mrs Pierret, after contact with
representatives of workers, employers and public authorities in the nine countries
of the Community, confirmed that while vocational training is still largely
conditioned by the specific needs of the labour market, it is also influenced by

the education provided for girls and by the attitude of society in generale

Useful address: CEDEFOP
22 Bundesallee

1000 Berlin 31
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A new regional policy

The current economic crisis has widened the gap, already large, between the rich
and poor regions of the Community — and in the poorer regions, women and young

persons are the worst hit by unemployment or the first to lose the job they havee.

Since an improved balance of resources between the regions is a basic condition
for building Burope, the Commission has recently proposed various ways of makihg

aid from the BEuropean Regional Fund more flexible, effective and dynamice

To be fully effective, the Regional Fund should have a budget of 750 million u.a.
(1 u.ae = 1.12 US ¢ approximately) for 1978, compared with 400 million u.a.

in 1977. )

From the Iuxembourg Tripartite Conference to the London Summit

The economic crisis and unemployment were on the agenda of the Tripartite
Conference in Luxembourg, attended by representatives of the workers, the employers
and the Governments of the Community countries, and of the Summit meeting in London

at the beginning of July, attended by the Heads of State and Government of the

Community.

In Luxembourg, as in London, it was noted with regret that the economic situation

in no way fulfilled the hopes expressed a year agoe

Amongst the instruments available to the Community, the Buropean Social Fund
can play a particularly effective role. This is why, in accordance with the
London Summit declarations on a proposal from the Commission, the Council of

Ministers of the Community amended the rules governing the Fund's operation.

The Ministers thus decided to concentrate the resources of the Social Fund
in the light of regional priorities, so as to reduce disequilibria between rich
and poor regions of the Community. In addition, the Commission has been asked
to study weys in which Social Fund action could be extended to women, as is

already the case for young personse
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‘STUDIES, MEETINGS, BOOKS

Attitudes towards the status of women: implications for equal =wployment opportunit .
is the title of a study by Margret Fine-Davis devoted .o changes in attitudes
towards the status of women and the implications of these changes for Irish

society, particularly a3 regards employmente. This work may bec obtained from the
Department of Labour = Mespil Road = Dublin 4. ’

"leur crise, nos luttes" (Their crisis - our struggle) is the very explicit title

given to number 16, April 77, of the GRIF Notebooks. The crisis increases
inequalities of which women are victims. But at the same time it may increase

their solidarity. French distribution: "Alternative™, 51 rue Saint Honoré -

75001 Paris (FF 20); Belgian distribution: Vander-Oyer, avenue des Volontaires 321 =
1150 Brussels (Bfrs 140).

"Ts this your 1ife?" asks a book recently published in Great Britain by "Virago",

the only publishing house operated solely by womene The work examines the image
of women currently projected in Great Britain by radio, television, the advertising

world, the written press, pop music, etc.

"iandbock of internmational data on women" cennot be read as light entertainment:

it contains statistics, for example, on the proportion of mothers amongst women

aged 20=24 or the extent of segregation in higher education in all the countries for
which figures are available. More than a hundred data series are reviewed and
dedicated by the authors ™to the women who are behind the statistics and all those
who use this almanac to improve the human condition™. The almanac, which is
éublished by Sage Publications, is distributed by Halsted Press (John Wiley & Sons)
- New York, London, Sydney, Torontoe.

A "Study and documentation centre for female anthropology and cultural history"

has just been set up by the University of Rome, under the Chair of Cultural
Anthropology. The Centre, which is directed by Ida Magli, will carry out its
own research and publish a quarterly review on “Anthropology and the cultural

history of women".
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