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_ Ccommunication by the commission to the Council -

'f ;;;on the categories of %nfrastructura to whwch the Euronean Reg1onat
\"fg{DeveLOpmeﬁt Fund may grant ass%stance in the regions axded by the

1:' ; ; Fundw

J7ﬁ?ﬂ, In its 1n1t1a£ version, Councft Regulatian (EEC) No 724/?5 af 18 March 1975
fk *\; establ1shing a Eurcpean Regional Devetopment Fund CERDF) (1) Limxted :
: Fund asswstance ta 1nfrastructures ﬁArtic{e 4(1)(b) to the p1nanc1no cf
: 1nvestments 1n mnfrastructure "dwrectty Linked" to the devetopment of s
1ndustr1al, hand%craft or servzce activifaes, The Commwsswan s prcposats o
tc estabtish a Européan Regianal ﬂevetopment Fund had been mgde 1n 1973,
v ' that is, welt before the start of the economit recess1on. D1re¢tty I
| Lf~ productwvé 1nvestment creatwng permanent 30bs was then cons1dered as the »
Akk overridwng and paramOUﬁt awm of aLL reg%anat polwcy, ?he ERDF, as a means
of. suppart:ng nationat regwonal pclicxes, was to contribute to the ‘
{ achievement of thws a1m. ERDF f%nancing of investments 1n infrastructure ' :
was attoued only where such 1nvestments were a necessary ad;unct to or pr1or_
requarement for directty prcductive %nvestments.~g,; : e -

v'f'2. The Counch Mwnutes of 18 March 1975 centain the fOtLﬁw‘”Q statement
reference to Articte 4(1)(b) : EE e

“Infrastructure directty tinked with the devatopment of act1V%t1es
covered by Artwcte 4(1)(a> shaLL be taken<to mean L
- ewther : 1nfrastructure bu1tt shortty before er concurrentLy u1th
T’the 1mp&ementation of investment projects %n these act1v1t1es and;;
,wh1ch are necessary to the1r implenentaticn,j E e i

”ﬁfor, excepticnahty, when rggxonat deveiopment prcgrammes or the

_ 1nformat$0n provmded pursuant tc Articte 6(63 demonstrate the ﬁepd
x:‘therefar s 1nfrastructure whvch is a° pfxer requarement for actﬁan i¥e
'i~-to develop such. act1v1t1es, ?he werd "exceptionat&y" at the bengning
ﬁs%wfct1cn on tha ﬂumber L
;'otOOﬁ_the“regions c@veredc ff

e Lof thws %ﬁdent is to be interpreted @s ajr
v of prajects submitfed far ¥und assistance&

'.; D Ueds No- L 73, 21 2. ?S, p,?¢
() Th1s L1m1tatiﬂn d@@s not apﬁl t

» '&ff ¢as§fQ¢tgFésff{ﬁqﬁceéfpbéerj1jﬁ3
' Art%cL@ &(1)€c>s R S e T S




15‘pan1es ’ "bu1tt shartty before“, "prTQP requirement“) dwffﬁcutt1es 1'7”
"arase when 1t came to tak1ng action under Art1c£e 4(1)(b>.»1n fact onLy
1‘7nrajects fow iaywng out 1ndustriat zones, 1nc(udxng access reads, cauLd
; f be fwnanced without prablems arisﬁng during thws first trwal per«cd When
yffffffth@~negwenal ﬂoL1cy Committee was asked to nge an op1n1on on vnfrastructure

  ;:'buttQﬂS were allocated to 1nvestments in infrastructure (of wh*ch abcut
4 % were for."nurat“ infrastructure). :

*oy

. awfktoak up the questwan of the definwtaon uf elﬂgible 1nfrastructure,'*‘*‘

§’5 ;thws was at the beg1nnxng of 1976, The CQmmittee sought to develop a un1f0rm
F;ﬁ set of principles for all CQmmunity reg1ens on the basis of various types

“?gﬁcf 1nfrastructure, but this approach did.not give the resutts hoped for.

_A  fP%nd1ng~the ex1stmm% of a set of princxples, the Cemm1ttee assessed each‘
i ‘infrastructure pro:ect 1nd1vwduatly by reference to the concepts of

" In this way, ‘over the years 1975 to 19?8, some two‘thvrds of Fund cantr1-¥;

'fof etig1bq£ity for 1nfvastructure uas brcadened.,The ERQF may now f%nance i’
<9f%nvestment in "infrastructures which contribute to ‘the. devetopment of thei
__£,5;reg7an ar area in which they are situated, provided that tb1s

\”f‘lbx regaanal devetopment programmes" (Artwcke 4(1)(b).c1;;,=§*>Uﬁ,

, !{en thxs eccasion, the Council Mxnutes did not incLuﬂe an intﬁﬁdetatave
e statement, hnwever, it is stated S Al e

‘~7.~

: 7'fcommun1cated after censutttng the Regwanat Pﬁiicy Camm1ttee, w1LL define i
'fﬁjthose categﬂries of 1nfrastructure to which the Eur@pean Regaonak aevelap~7y;4f
f],Lment Fund may grant assastance, This defin1twan will be prepared on’ the

f¥ 9r¢§Pammes;ta*gésessVregiqngt’ aquireM£’%§”forL¢ertaiﬂ‘catégar
‘ infrastruetura»*'5*i'~“ Ly o

(vestment prOJects ccst?ng mare than 10 m1£tion u‘a. (now 10 mxthon EuA

”dwrect Lwnk” and "prior requ'ement"w ?he Fund Camm1ttee dxd lwkew1se.

Lalelw

V:/,r

when the ERDF Regutatfon was rev%sed On 6 February 1979 (1) the criterwan 3

0.

s;;ust1f1ed

“W1thin twa years, the couﬂc{l, acting an a preposat from the Comm1ssxcn,

'basws of regwonat devetapment programmes. It wiil be possaﬁte fram these

»

_1és;of”‘

D 0l No L 35, 9.
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~Thms c0mmunwcat1qn is the response to the cOuncaL“s 1ntent1on as
frecorded in the Mwnutes, R ' s

k51nce the entry into force ef the ameﬁded ver51on of the ERDF ReguLat1on,
fany 1nfrastructure categoryf whatever 1ts ature, is eL1gwae for an k

',/ERDF gram. under' Article 4{1)<b>, prev‘ided that when t;Ompl.eted it mH

contr1bute to ‘the deve&opment of the reg1cn and is Just1f1ed by the regwonat
devetopmert programmeb However, th%s does noﬁ mean that any 1nfrastructure

,\1

5 ;may be fwnanced in any regwon@ The resources of the quota sectaon of the~ i
'Fund must be channe&&ed to ﬁhe req1ons wwth the most. need, taking: account 2

‘ of thewr development potentaat, and tm categar1es of infrastructure wh1ch

\ f‘ Abottlenecks."

‘};;;through its quota sectwon, is: to ccrrect the- mawn regwonat 1mbatances 1n .
i the Communwty which could affect the proper funct1on1ng of the common'

best contribute to the development of the regwon, for instance by remov1ng

The essentwal awm of cOmmun1ty reg1onat policy ‘and the ERDF, more especwatty

: . -market ‘and the convergence of the econom1es of the Member States,f

partwcutarly with. a view to ach1ev1ng economwc and monetary unwon :

ik ff5accord1ngty, they should dwrect a%d to 1nfrastructure pro;ects wh1ch
‘ “Vi;w1lt best contrwbute to the devetopment of the regwons by strengthening

¢.~__the1r capac1ty to’ c0mpete and by hetping them to gawn access to the :mp'f‘;;
. -market. To achweve thms purpose, the pr03ects must answer the real &

frequ1rements of th@ regions as 1nd%cated in the reg%onaL devetopment

g _\programmes. - S : oo

(Peﬁd1ﬂ9 notification @f the necessary detawted inf@rmathn, to be supp&wed

~in the regional development progrdmmes, pursuant to the Commission’s

'recbmmendat1on of 23 May 1979, ﬁ» %ﬁ is 1ndaspensvbte t@ éstabtwsh a

J_framewor? for ERDF ccntrzbutwons ire this f%e&d“ New pregrammes te cover

" the- years. 1981 10 19&5 witl mest ‘probably be commuﬁ?ﬁated tg the COmm\SS?Qn

. o) nga wo &» ?43&' 12565?95 po?mv ‘ ‘ o

early in 1981 These programme% will be eﬁamsned by the commvﬁsiany in.
partwcu&aw with regard to tha priar%t?es that emﬁrge f@r FRDF aésﬁstance
to infrastructure pro;ectsc jf;j.¢;~ Bz A ’ '

N~

Fov
5

| 2

[



User
Rectangle


8, The defvnwtvon cf infrastructure categormes in the ERDF context is v- o
 bound up u%th four other. prObLems‘:f C S ;";« TR . f%y"';hl~{f‘f\7¢
e determwnat1on of pricrwties for assws%ance frOm the Fund, under ;”7*/‘ '

SN
%

Articte 6(&) of the ERDF Regulat1on,

'*'” aa;ustment of the rate of Fund ass1stance to 1nfrastructure prejectﬁ

~and in particular its increase to 40 % "for projects which are

fo o¥ part1cu£ar fmportance to the deveiopment of the region in which

they are satuatéd"; under Artucte &(E)Cb} of the ERDF Regulat}on,

"lﬂ“ fwnancvng ef ru?at infrastruetures uﬁder Arﬁucte 6(1)<c) of the ERDF e

Rugutatisn,

e financwng (poss1b&y tumutatzve) of %nfrastructure 1nvestment pro;ects

by other COmmunmty fvnancial ﬁﬂﬁt?um@ﬂt$ (EIB, ECSCI NCI, EMS, EAGGS

Guzdanca Sect10ﬂ)u

Moreover, the perwodxc report on the sacwal and economic satuatwon 1n the‘ ;

yiuregwons of the CQmmun1ty sheuld lead to the defin%ﬁ:en of guldei%nes and

',“prxnrataesy wh%ch may affect the def%ﬁit19n ﬂf the cat@gorzes of wnf?am L

,structure £0o be f%naﬂced by the ERDFa e

‘Houeverp the purnms& ef this cemmun%catwan is more tamwted and 1mmed13te : o
‘to ctar1fy the scope of Article é(??(b) of the ERDF Regutatian as regards ;-
the assistance tn be granted te 1nfrastructure %nvestm@mt prajectsa

| o T ey
In this connect fon dvstﬁnctﬁnns shoutd be drawn between A L N

gw‘undervdeveioged regions and nther ERD? regiens,.

= exxst1ng *tandard of 1nfras%ructures and deveiopment needsy ,
- gconomic infrastructure and social infrastructure, S j;ﬁ-”V'“fQ,fr'1~'}$

.i,'

petworks and dndividual infrastructure works, i Lo /'fi SR y ;

fixed cap%ta& znvestment and ma1ntenance and/or operatang costsa’

k3

"ﬁGeneratiy, the lesy devetoped Cammun1ty regians are those most Lack*ng :

~public infrastructure and equwpment of all windsa Their development therefore f

depends on iﬁVestment in these infrastructuresﬁ dn partﬁcuLar network
infrastructure w1th9ut hcwever exctudwng social 1mfrastructure, on ‘the o

,oth@r hanﬁ, in the more hwgh&y develapeﬁ asswsted reg10ﬁ$, only infra= o ‘j
'structhe directly Lvnked with or a pr1or requarement for d1rectty product1ve

 '1nvestment wauld in prvnc?pte be finanged by the ERDF under Article 4(1)(b)

~of the Regulatwan, Maintenance or operaténg aeﬁts cou&d in no uay be v

ftnanced under this Articaa"*
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10, Gu*de£1nes and ruies must be estabivshed accordwng to s1mpte cr1fer1a¢.nf:'

but must also guarantee sufficient fLex3b1L1ty for ERDF. grants° For L

‘th1s reasan, the wnfrastructure categorwes should not be cons7dered as -

ff1nal and 1mmutable, especaatly in 3ndustr1al convers1on regwons,

© 11. On the basws of the foregozng ﬁonswderatwons, the Comm1sswon, havang

f:;cansutted the Regwonal Patacy Cemmvttee, adomts the fottowzng gu1det1nesa;iiffy"

Eh (a)

Sub;ect to (b)" and (c) betow, the Fund may contr1bute to the o
f}hancwnq of 1nvestments relating - to 1nfrastructures wh1ch faLL

,‘wmthwn the categor1es stted in point 1 of the Annex, and, in respect .

NOW
‘ “1981 1985 prov%de the grcunds just1fy1ng by regvon or area, the

! of the regian, w1th1n the categdraes Lis&ed 1n poznt 2 ef the Annex, ‘

As and when the new regaonal devetopment pragrammesy fer the perwod :

‘f~k1nds of 1nfrastructure tc which the ERDF may ‘grant ass1stance _:’

“because of their contrubutzon to the deveiapment of the sawd regaons

ey

‘or areasy he prov151ons Qf (a} abave shali cease to. apphy to such
'jinfrastructures,v Bt ‘ ‘ ‘ : :

The prov1smons under (a) above shatt cea:e to appty at the tatest on’ "?
31 December 198?* af%er that date the ERDF may contrwbute to ‘the

'Af1nancwng of all the categorweb of- 1nfrastructure for whvch gustafywng .

».industry, nrafts or serw1cas {iﬁ ezher regzansi,‘-

.'grcund¢ are provided by ﬁhe new regwenai deve&opment pmgg‘ammesy ,
,favlzng such 1ust1fwcat1ﬁn, only economi ¢ 1nfrastructure as defﬂnedgf i

in point 1.1 of the Anmex shali be- coiwnanced (1m pr?@rﬂty regﬂans)

fand ecencmac 1nfrastruacure darectty ainked wzth zhe deveinpmeﬁt off'fﬂ7;’




. Infrastructure/categprzes connected w:th reg)ons a:ded by the ERDF

&

S Infrastructure categorqes :

ca

et ECONOM z‘c xwms Tauscmae

Ta Infrastructure dwrectty ianked to tbe deveiopment of 1ndustr1a{,‘
\ craft 1ndustry or servwce actwvvtaesy 1nclud1ng tourvst fac%twtwes,"

7~ 1ndustraal sites (alsc for cfaft 1ndustry and serVIce act1v1ﬂ1es>x*

(iand purchase, preparatvon, generat works (?)y camnect10ns)

- tourast areaS‘

OISEE (same 5p¢c7f1£at?ons mutatzs mutandvs)

2y Transport 1nfrastructure, xnciudzng related .ac:lwtwes._,'A”v'l ‘_-,Vi(-?
- rcads (motcrways, ardwnary roads cf dmfferent categor%es, anc&udvng
civil enganeerang work (brmdges, tunnels), parkzng facwtxtaes and
'rf‘other related facz&wtzes) o 1‘\ T
- ra1£ways
‘é”waterway5 *~ | o ‘
m-u;ban tranSpert netwark (1neiud%ng underground rawlway systems)

.

= harbours and- Jétt?ES ,”'
- c1v1i airports < ‘ f]y‘ff‘ R A “7\ . f 1_; :  .  Ll

"‘“]statwans and depats for pubtic transport servzces. Dty -
i e e o D B R e
u3g_Tetecommunacatzons and electron%c data pracessvng equapm&nt =
‘ ~f(1nctud1ng the devetupment of 1nf0rmatzc technoiogyi and related

1nstatiat1ans g e v.,‘*”“f~?f, e o o f',“ 7 f‘f‘ .
= radio communications ; o iy
. ¢ data transmission . Db T e e

y'data processing centres (1n¥0rmatwc) &
: f‘Space commun!catwens ' : T O , :
= Television

(1) xnctudvng factory and warkshap construatzon (buvldzngs), sewerage, ,
QVQcataanaL training cen*res, premises for local fire and ambulance :j
servaces, day nurseries for children of persons regularly &mpioyed
in the area, gther sbtial serv%aes for persens in employsent, ciearange
of deret1ct land, . - L R e



H f;;?'p1pet1nes‘ 5

- f,?.gas p?pel1nes

f‘"GLUding retated facvlit1es. g

Infrastructure for the suppty, dustribution and storage of energy, -

.= electric cables j}ﬂ‘ ' f‘""‘ffiff"fk - fff«j»fXV‘;”’;,ik“"

- reservoirs

"é‘pumpzng stations '

,;S{.

~ﬂretay and treatment statvons.

<

Investment in pubtac ut1£1t1es, 1nctud1ng reLated fac1L1ties* '

“'*'w water suppLy (catchment, storage, pur1f1catwon, dvstrwbutwon)

}ff f1re services 2o : - TR
e treatment of househoid and 1ndustr1at waste and effluent.t;v,,.

= dams

: ‘\‘“ .

!Irrtgation works, includxng related facwtitwes.h‘7“‘u”

etectrwcity (1nctud1ng the buvldvng of power statvons) :

'si~ ut1lisat1on

- d1str1butvon.

-1ncLud1ng vocatvonal tra1n1ng centres

‘Sports and cuttural fac1L1t1es ,7fﬁ7fV”*

o E'DU\CATIONALf Iy F(RA.STRUC'TURE :

]

Buwtdmng or equ1pp1ng aL& types of schoo& (prmmary, secondary, spec1at),7

'fBuvtdvng or equ1ppvng un1verswt1es or advanced technvcat cotteges, “

' Bu1td1ng or. eqU%ppvng research centres or. management or adesory L
‘ servvces L S ey S L o

fB%?ld?QQ ar'equiﬁging éh@;tereé Qewkéhggg fgf,héngicéppéd;p@p$@n56}f~G




S
2.

o Sa

“Building
Building

/-equzppwng homes for the eLderLy f&.i
Building or equwpping cure establ1shments %
Building or equipping creches and day nurser%es

RPN

Bﬂi;dingfor‘equzppzng recreatwon centres.{.;,,u

| ‘“x,i;i;;,”tuLTURAL~1NFRA$TRUCTQRE* 7Qkf

3

' ff 1.5. INFRASTRUCTURE 10 PROTECT THE vaxaommsmr

,Museums and art galterwes o
' i 3- ‘

H e
L
s

Theatres R

Cultural centres
Conference centres
Spgrtang and iezsure facwtwttes
Pubtic parks j ‘,'fg;,;f[cf"

. ;{

Urban renewai B e
Monuments and pkaces af histqr1cai or artistic 1nterest

Puptwc tzbrar1es S
Cultural hermtage,\ ~‘f7"

'3»
 i[j£,
' js;

Coastai,prctect1on lf
.Soil COnservation o

Forestry servwce ' f ffﬂ ,,7‘-jj"’ LT L AN, T
Air and water poLLut1on and fzre mnnwtorwng and warawng systems :~'
Treatment of efftuent.f\; J 3th o i i




5f2 Categorwes of [¢g1ons asswsted by the ERDF (1) ;

2 1. PRIORITY REGIONS

”§’=ﬁ1{'1n the priorvty regwons “of the Communvty, namely Greenland, the French
) § Overseas Departments, Iretand Northern IreLand the Mezzog1orno and fg, .
.. West Bertxn, the EurOpean Regwanat Devetopment Fund may, pursuant to
nrfnf;Artxcte 4(1)<b) of the Fund Regulat1on, contrvbute to the f1nanc1ng
f',;‘of any category of 1nfrastructure.k{ S S
'Zkarants to socval “and envwronmental lnfrastructure (po1nt 1 2 to 1 6) may
;not exceed an annual average of 40% of total awd granted under Artvcle 4
2 <1><b> of the ERDF Regu(at1on. SR e

:jﬁ[z.z.gxwtanmeoraré,Resxéws

e

nﬁﬁé¢7; In 1ntermed1ate reg1ons of the Communvty, namety the areas of France eL1g1bLe
"f‘for "primes de développement regwanat" (PDR*reg:onaL devetopment premxums)

:'l;fU K., the "Zonenrandgeb1et" in the FederaL Republ1c of Germany, the spec1at
“'rt;deveLOpment area-of Northern Denmark and’ the Istand of Bornholm, the ERDF
?rimay, under Art1cte 4(1)(b> contrwbute to the f1nanc1ng of econom1c 1nfra°1f7“
frstructure (point 1 1J and, in duly Just1f1ed cases, to the f1nanc1ng of
'V?sec1al and envwronmental infrastructure (7.2 to Te 6) i

.a\fz..Grants tc sociaL and envvronmentaL 1nfrastructure 7n these regvons may not
exceed an annuat average of 20/ of totat a1d granted under Art1cte 4(1)(b)

’

;}2;3. OTHER ASSISTED REGIONS SR \-*f'fj, R 5:fff*fr~-"b.i”_“;,3 ‘f;fy'

2N

e 1.fIn the other assisted regwons, the European Reg%enat Develepnent Fund may, o
funder Article 4(?)<b) contr%bute to the f1nanc1ng of econcmzc 1nfrastructure

Ai

"*gFr1uL1-Venezwa G1u£1a, Spec1at Devetopment Areas ‘and. Development Areas 1n the o

\cannected with 3ob sreati@n {point 1. 1.1 and,’an duLy Justwfied casesy to 5;}

"ather economac 1nfrastructure as well as’ to acewai and envarenmentdt 1nfra~t'v

structure {pavnt 1.2 to 1. &) 1f need bew‘

2. Gra nts to other 3nfras%ructure %n these reg%ons may nuﬁ exca@d 30% gf iata&
- 3iq granted under. Art1c£e é(?){b} Social and envwrenm@ntae 3nfrastructure

'_(pnvnt 1 2 tm 1 é) may he a&zg?hin for 5und a1ﬁ eniy by way ﬁf e&aeptzmne o

AR . i .
: EEASY DA
s

',(1} Thig'Seét%@n is based on the’ inmmzﬁszon s gnmmun;carea“ on regional aid -
sahemes €0 Js ﬁ\a ¢ 3? BQZ ?9, a @391. : L
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