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. The 1nd1catwons are that the best way of achieving this may be for the‘

ProposaL for a-Second Counc1L Directive on

Summert ime Arrangements‘

ExpLanatory Memorandum

introducfion_dv‘

» The Counc1l of M1n1sters adOpted on 22 JuLy 1980 a D1rect1»e PR

on summertwme arrangements wh1ch set 29 and 28 March as the dates on L

| wh1ch summer time shouLd begin in ‘each Member State in 1981 and 1982 G
dfrespect1veLy . Article 4 of the D1rect1ve states that the Counc1L c 3%Hf
fact1ng on a Comm1ss1on prOposaL and as soon as poss1bLe,,w1LL adOpt |
“more comprehens1ve measures for the harmon1sar1on of summert1me._ g'

2. ',‘ The case for adopt1ng un1form summer t1me arrangements in -
- the Commun1ty 1n “the 1nterests of cross~ frontver transport and tele- e

commun1cat10ns and as a practwcal demonstrat1on of Community soL1dar1ty
has Llost none of its force. Indeed, it-is des1rabLe for a s1ngle summer N :1-l

tvme per1od to be® adOpted as w1deLy as possvbte 1n Europe as a whote.

Commun1ty, having taken full account of the v1ews and pract1ce of

other countr1es, to take the Llead in adopt1ng suitable arrangements,

I

3. ‘The Comm1ss1on has aLready proposed common end dates for
fsummer t1me in the Commun1ty in 1981 ‘and 1982 (11 and 10 October

'respectwvety) The purpose of the present prOposaL is to propose - ' ‘, vﬂf

: vcommon dates for .starting and end1ng summer “time in 1983 and subsequent ",‘,Lﬁg

‘years. For the sake of oonven1ence the proposed dates are expressed
) «
1n terms of formuLae., e

| , o R | il
(OF Counc1L D1rect1ve no. 80/?3?/EEC, OJ no. L 205/17 e
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“Start\of the period

b ALthough agreement has aLready been reached on. common start1ng »
- dates for summer time in 1981 and 1982, some Member States continue to
-harbour national preferences which would normaLLy tend" to produce d1fferent

.. dates. For exampLe, two’ Member States have unt1L now employed a formula

which produces dates betueen 16 and 22 March, always before the1r Easter.

At least one of these Member States attaches 1mportance, on generaL soc1aL'

ugroundsp to Easter s aLways faLL1ng W1th1n the summer twme per1od. In

informal d15cuss1on w1th the Comm1ss*on S. serv1ces another Member State

dhas suggested the penuLt1mate ‘Sunday in March, wh1ch g1ves ‘a s1m1Lar range

of dates (18 to 24 March) to the formuta Just ment1oned One deLegat1on

1\suggested the last Sunday in March, which wouLd g1ve the ‘range 25 to 31
;‘March. F1naLLy, two Member States see attractions in choosvng the Sunday

- nearest.to 1 Apr1L, wh1ch gives a range of date. from 29,March to 4 Apr1L=

5. . In spite of these differences it is nevertheless ctearty eSsent{aLf

to preserve in the years after 1982 the common position on the start of
summer time which has been agreed for 1981 and 1982 A comprom1se between

the national preferences is requ1red wh1ch cannot escape a degree of

”arb1trar1ness. The best way ahead m1ght ‘be to propose dates faLL1ng some- |

where near the m1ddLe of the preferred ranges, sub]ect to ensur1ng that

Easter aLways faLLs w1th1n the summer t1me per1od, a cr1ter1on ‘whose

"‘attract1ons the Comm1ss1on recogn1ses. on th1s bas1s, the Comm1ss1on s

_proposaL is that each Member State. shouLd start summer time on the last

' Sunday in March, unLess this- is ceLebrated as Easter in one or more Member

[¢P N

vStates, in which case summer time should start on the prev1ous Sunday s
 This. formuLa wouLd give starting dates faLL1ng between 19 and 31 March
~in the years 1983 - 2000, as foLLows : o

-Q/--a‘

(1) Easter. Sunday ‘as ceLebrated by the western churches is’ due

to falL on the Last Sunday in March in 1986 1989 1991 and 199?
The Orthodox Easter does not fall in March.



March

1983 - - A
1986 e s T
S 1985 R T T D
1986, - e 23T e
L9877 29
o988 2T
1989 19
1990 25
1991 o 24
19927 29
1993 28
1994 T 27
1995 . 260
L1996 3
1998 - -9
1999 28

z00, T2

o~

It will however be hoted that except in 1989, when the Easter offe""

the uestern churches faLLs very early, aLL the dates faLL w1th1n ﬂh?k“

the e1ght day range 23 - 31 March R ARG

M”;End of ‘the period

6. The Commuhity has not yet beeh able to adopt common dates . ;
"*tor the end of the summer time per1od Two - Member States currentLy

‘t:emptoy a formuta whvch produces dates between 23 and 29 Octobera Two N

>“:fother Member States are 1ncL1ned to prefer the Laet Sunday iR September,w

wh*ch 1mpL1es a range of dates from 24 to 30 September. The other
'Member States could probabty accept a'compromtae between these two '
' pos1t1ons, wh1ch, in the years 1983 to. 2000 would produce dates_ o
,usua'Ly four but on three occas1ons fwve weeks apart In. these

'_c1rcumstances there are two posswble ‘simple comprom1se formuLae :pthat,

p ﬁsummer t1me shouLd end either on the second Sunday in October'
’~,(produc1ng a range of dates f“om 8-to 14 October) or on the tr1rd ,
'Sunday (producwng the ‘range .15 to 21 October) The opt1on which comes f‘ AR

' ~_;much closer to SpL1tt1ng ‘the dtfferenée between the ex1sL1ng preferehcesp.b X

of certa1n Member States 1s the second Sunday, “and th1s the
' Comm1ss1on proposes,_- . A '

S . X . - 3 nn/a-;




Time at which the clocks should be changed

‘7.‘L . Counc1L D1rect1ve no. 80/737/EEC prov1des for summer t1me

{to be 1ntroduced in each Member State at 1 aums G.MaT.. The Comm1ss1on
- proposes that th1s precedent shouLd be foLLowed for both ‘the beg1nn1ng
~and the end of summer t1me “in the years from 1983 onwardsa,3 : :

R

'Exctus1on of Greentand and overseas terr1tor1es ‘of Member States R

from scoRe of measure . o TR f,' o d

8._'/1' It seems appropr1ate, as 1t was done in Counc1L D1rect1ve o

no. 80/737/EEC, to excLude these areas from the scope of the Directive i

“now proposed,;
- Conclusion

: 9;1 g . The t1me has come for the Communwty to adopt un1form summer

- time arrangements on a permanent bas1s. The start1ng and end ‘dates

= prOposed by the Commission in the attached proposal for a Counc1L

';’Dwrect1ve represent reasonabte comprom1ses between the preferences .
of certa1n Member States, and- wouLd 1nvoLve these in only marg1nal

o adJustments.of the1r present_pos1t1ons. R
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on. a Comm1ss1on proposaL and as” soon as. posswae, wwLL adopt mor
comprehenswve measures for the harmon1zat1on of summertwme

i B _\,
P W

QEWhereas such measures are h1ghLy des1rable, in part1cuLar in the 'R',ff‘:f“ﬁif
‘fvnterests of fac1L1tat1ng and reduc1ng\xhe costs of transport and'

f‘teLecommunucat1ons between Member States )&‘? v i

i;whereas they shouLd prov1de for conmon dates for the begxnnwng andff;;ixﬂﬁ}ih
end of the summertime per1od for the years frOm 1983 onwards '

”lWhereas for geographwcal reasons common summert1me arrangements-
- need not be. appL1ed to Greentand‘o “to" the overseas terr1tor1es '
of the Member States ) ‘ ’




- For the purposes of th1s Dwrect1ve the express1on "summert:me i'
"47per10d“ means the per1od of the year durwng whwnh the time is’ advanced

,'by s1xty m1nuteq 1n reLatwon tQ tha t?me f@r the rest of the year.

I N

| -ML"L@ 2

Member States shaLL take the necessary measures in order that,

in 1983 and subsequent years, the summertame pernod shaLL, 1n each Menber"°"

“state @ R R : . , _
el ad begin at 1 a. Mo Greenw1ch Mean Twme on the Last Sunday 1n March

S  unLess thms is. _celebrated as Easter 1m one" or more Member States,‘

CE fmn whwch case 1t shaLL beg%n on the prev1wus Sunday

\

D) end at 1 2om. GMT on the second Sunday in ﬂctober.

N . B . '
P . L. v . N N

& Afticté 3

Thms Dwrectxve shat& not concern Greentand or the overseas
terrltor1es of the Member Statesn o z,;”f7a;i* AT ‘. J_*,“ ’

)
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" Done at

y .00 r_The President’ ’
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