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SITTING OF WEDNESDAY 8  JUNE 1977

CEAIR:

President

CONSTITUENT MEETING

(The constituent meeting opened at 9:05 a.m. in the Chamber of the
Schuman Building in Luxembourg).

Opening of'the second annual meeting

The Presldent declared the second annual meetlng of the ACP—EEC
Consultative Assembly open.

M rship of the Assemb*

The President announced that’ # 1list of the represantatives
appelnted to.the Assambly parsuantAto Article 1 (1) 6f the
Eules of“Procedure would’ bc appended to the mlnutes of proceedings.

He also stated that rapresentatlves of the Cape Verde Islands, Papua
New Guinea and Sao Tomé and Principe would be attending as observers.

§lection'of _the Bureau

‘Pursuant to Article 6 (1) of the Rules of Procedure, the Assembly

elected its Bureau, which would consist of the following twelve Members: :

Presidents: Mr Yace and Mr Colombo -
Vice-Presidents: , Mr Muna Mr Spénale
o Mrs Mathe Miss Flesch
Mt Adriko . Mr de la Malene
Mr Wijntuin- - ~ Lord Reay

Mr Philipps ' Mr Sandri

order -of "business

. v f
On a proposal from the Joint Committee, the Assembly adopted the

following order.of businesss”

Wednesday, 10.30 a.m,:
- Formal opening sitting

-1 -
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Wednesday, 11.45 a.m,:
-~ Statement by the Chairman of the Joint cOmmlttee on the action taken
~on the resolution adopted by the Assembly on 2 June 1976

- ‘Présentation and consideration of the report by Lord REAY on the .
Annual Report of the ACP-EEC Council of Ministers

Wednesdaz, 3,30 p.m.:
- Continuation of the debate on the report by Lord REAY on the Annual

Report of the ACP-EEC Council of Ministers

Thursday, é June 1977
9.30 a.m.:: . . :
- Continuation of the debate on the report by Lord REAY on the Annual

v Report of the ACP-BEC Council of Mlnlsters ‘ ' ‘

Friday, 10 June 1977

10,00 a,m..

- COntlnuation and conclu31on of the debate on the report by Lord REAY
on the Annual Report of the ACP-EEC Council of Ministers

- Vote on the motion for a resolution contained in Lord REAY's report.

- Any other business

(The proceedings were adjourned at 9.15 a.m. and resumed at 10.30 a.m.) »

FORMAL OPENING SITTING

IN THE CHAIR: MR COLOMBO and MR YACE

Presidents

On behalf of the Assembly, PreSLdent COLOMBO welcomed all those partlclpa- |
ting in the meetlng.

-2 -
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Mr HAMILIUS, Minister of Agriculture and Viticulture, Minister of Construction,

representing the President of the lLuxembourg Government said that his country

“was proud to be playing host once again to the Assenbly and felt that he
 would be justified in claiming that, since Yaounde, the Grand-Duchy of

Luxembourg had been unsparing in its efforts to establish between developed
and developing countries a folationlhip foﬁnded on jnstice, equality and

cooperation.

The Convention of Lome had now been in force for more than a year but
had lost none of its originality. = The latest ACP-EEC Council of Ministers
meeting had.bhce'again shown that the spirit of Lome - this ‘extra dimension'
inherent in the Convention E?WQs;the\mo?ing.fbrce in this unde:taking and
diutinguishod it ftén-other multilatardl igreements.

: Desplte the dlfficult economxc sltuatlon the Conventlon had undeniably
been a success so far. The time had now come to reflect on the achievements
of the_paaévand'the tasks to be carried out in the future. ‘He hoped that
this would be(dbné in‘the spirit of frank'coopététion which had so
satlnfactorily marked developmentsitq date.

He also expressed the hope that the meeting of the Assembly would
receive extensive coverage in the Europaan press; the European Members of
Parliament could play their part in ensur;ng that the’ 1deals on whzch

the Assqmbly 8 work was based were adequately publlc1sed.

Loud Applause)

-3 -

éA/47/48/4 9/fin.



;vorz CQggt‘ agd CQ-Pregggent of the ACP-EEC

theirx Royal Highnesses. the Grand Duke and Grand Duchess of Luxembourg. e
expressed hie gratitude to President Spenale, and congratulated President -

Colombo., He then thanked the Luxembourg authorities for their hoepitality.; v

The delegates.ﬁere gathered to take stock of their first year'of“ =
cooperetion and to ascertain whether the hopes and expectations aroueed
by the Convention of Lomé in the ACP countries had in fact materialized

The cOnvention of Lomé had often been eited as a model of cooperation
between the induetrialized and developing countriee. But a. treaty eeu :
be no more than a framework and those responeible for giv;ng it meaning
had to: engege in open and frank dialogue. The Council meeting in 1976 uﬁ”
might have given rise to certain doubts, but the outcome of the lant
meeting in the Fiji Islands was generally considered satisfactory. But ;
that did not meen that the ACP countr&ee had no further criticieme or
wishes to put forward In this connection he referred in particular tof*'

the generalized preferences scheme,

The spirit of the Convention was first and foremost an undertaking
for mutual aid which was moreover based on an economic reality, since
Europe, more than any other ares wes dependent on imports from the
developing countries for its supplies of primary commodities. - The
Community should therefore spare no effort to consolidate 1ts reletione

w1th the developlng countries.

Againet that background the Convention of Lomé was a precious eseet
both to the ACP countries and to the Community.

'Purning to the North-South dialogue, he stated that while it had ended
in: relative failure, it had nevertheless led to an 1ncreasing awareness in
the rich countries of the need for a minimum of justice in the distribution'
of the fruits of growth This change of heart in the rich countries was’
due primarily to Burope which, by entering into contractual undertakings
under the Convention of Lome, must set the example. thus giving a keen spur
to the efforts of the other industrialized countries.;&

Through a'constantly reaffirmed determination. the cohuention of Lomé
could become a testimony of still greater effective solidarity, held out as
a model to the world. As President Houphoudt-Boigny had said, there was on
both sides 'a complementarity of reason and of the heart which naturally
leads us to mutual solidarity.’' '

(Loud applause) , » CA/47/48/49/Fin.

Fgéﬁ




- Mr COLOM§0; 'Preg;_ent of the European Parliament anékbo+';,”t
Pre-ident ef the ACP-EBC Consultative Asaembly, took’ stock of the .
" first year of full application of the Convention of Lome. There had been

improvements in trade cooperation and in financial and technical ties and
1nst1tutional cooperation. The STABEX system had operated satisfactorily,
the protocol on sugar ‘and the ‘increase in the number oFf partner countries
were indications that prOgrees was being made.

The COnvention of Lomé Was a model of cooperation
between the developing and 1ndustr1alized countries, the chmunity was
nevertheless aware of the 1mprovements and progress that ‘had to be made
~in the light of experience hitherto.

Withiregerd to the fbrthcoming negotiationsvon a new Conﬁention,, he
stressed the importanoe of the existing institutional links. He hoped that
_ there would be closer ties at the 1eve1 of political cooperation, while each
’country would be free to search independently for Ways and means of -
achiev;ng this in the interests of strengthening world peace.vv

He appealed to: all who would be taking part to gseé to it that a new
Convention did in fact enter into force on 1 April 1980 and that economic
interests and the social partners were associated with the negotiations.

The serious problems of inflation and unemployment facing the industrialized
A~countries should not'be allowed to retard cooperation with the developing
countries or to obscure the fundamental 1nterdependence of North and South,

as the London Summit had shown.

Turning to the North-South dialogue which had’just closed, heipointea
out that it had been partially successful (the 'coﬁmon fund'and the 'special
action ) and expressed the hope that the disagreement as regards consultation
on energy and the 1ndebtedness of the developing cauntries would be resolved
in the near future. ' ‘

The governments must now show that they were politically determined to
establish a new international economic order with a more equitable.basis'offering;
equal prospects and opportunities to all countries. This would be aslow
process but it wne'in»accordance with the requirements'of the international

community and the conditions for the survival of our civilisation.

{Loud applause)
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‘A great deai of prograss had been made since 1975, notably with fega:d'to
'custain duties, cooperatiox: and the stab:.lisat:.on of export reven e.

) Howcvor. there wera still a number of problems to be ﬂealt vfith :
* The COnnulmtive Assunbiy had an important part to play in th&.s ecnrféé*tion-, S
it should mble ‘the objectivea of the Convention to be implemented ‘to. the'
 full and on ‘the huié of the COnvention z.t should be pos-ible io "promta
the establishmnt of a new worla economic order. |

‘Mr Schaus concluded by calling on all the delegates t:o malm evaxy G
possible effort to prouote human solidarity. - '

W)
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ﬂig5_ELgggg‘_ggxgg_gg_gﬁg_ggggrot Luxembourg, welcomed the delegates ‘

to Luxembourg on béhalf of the. people of the capital. She expressed the
hope that the ground that had been covered so far would contribute towards
_peace and huuun lolidntity. ' . '

~In hor napacity as chalrman of- the Committee on Development and Cooperation,

‘ Miss Flesch expreased eat1sfaction that the meeting was being held |
‘immediately following the conclusion of the North-South Dialogue. The latter,
she thought, had not been fruitless, at least from the point of view of
development cocperntion. ‘As evidence of this was the agreement by the
Aindustrialized- ceuntxiee to etart_negetietions in the near future on setting
up’:‘eeumeh*?hhd*fer'fhe‘finineing ef;prLMary commodity buffer stocks.

In the abeence of a firm pol;tical will for which this Fund should provide
the catalyst, the: happiness and prosperity of all would be jeopardlzed

If theywere determihed to find suitable solutions, Miss Flesch said, those
in authority ‘should ‘be aware that they could count on the support of the
peOplea. although it wue vital that the latter should be informed fully of
the xusuee involved. ‘ :

The meeting being held this week in Luxembourg provided the opportunlty for
aeseeeing the performance of the Lom& Convention - an eudecloue and
courageous venture in international solidarity - during its’ first year,

and for drnwing praetical donclusions for the future. :

All who were’preaent here today, the speaker stressed, had faith in the
cooperation hetween the COmmunity and ‘the ACP countries. It was our -
duty to press en with the task on which we had embarked, correctlng and
improving it in the interests and for the prosperlty of our peoples.

In conclusion Miss Flesch expressed ‘the hope that these meet;ngs would make
a valuable contrihution to cooperatzon between the COmmunlty and the ACP
states.

{Loud !ggleueg§
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President COLOMBO declared the formal opening sitting of the ACP-EEC Constituent

Assembly closed.

(The proceedings were suspended at 11.25 a.m. and resumed at 11.40 a.m.).

IN THE CHAIR : MR YACE and MR COLOMBO

Presidents

Election of the members of the Joint Committee

On a proposal from the Bureau, the Assembly elected the members of
the Joint Committee pursuant to Article 21 of the Rules of Procedure.
The list of members is appended to the minutes of the sitting.

Election of the chairmen of the Joint Committee

The Assemblyv elected Mr KASONGO and Mr BERSANI chairmen of the Joint
Committee.

Documents received

Mr Yace announced that he had received the following documents:

- from the ACP-EEC Council of Minis ters
- the report of the activities from the Interim Committee covering
the period 28 February 1975 to 31 March 1976 (Doc. 4/76)

- the Annual Report (1 April 1976 - 31 March 1977) containing

. the resolution of the ACP-EEC Council of Ministers on financial

and technical cooperation
. the Commission report to the ACP-EEC Council of Ministers on the

administration of financial and technical aid in 1976 (Doc. 5/77)

- from Lord Reay, on behalf of the Joint Committee, the Annual Report
of the ACP-EEC Council of Ministers and on current problems
connected with the Lome Convention (Doc. 6/77).

Time-limit for tabling amendments

On a proposal from President Yace, the Assembly decided to set the end
of that day's sitting as the deadline for tabling amendments to Lord

Reay's report on the annual report of the ACP-EEC Council of Ministers.

CA/47/48/49/fin.



gt';,'*: jent by i of the_Jo‘nt Committee on the

cOgsultative Asgavblz's resolution of 2 June 1976

Mr KASONGO, President of the Joint Committee, informed the Assembly
.of the conclusions reached by the Joint Committee, which had been '
instructed by the Asaembly to suhmit proposala for the consultation of
the bodies representing economic and eocial c1rcles, dt the end of its
dlscuasions on this questlon in Lome on 3 December 1976. These were as
follows: ' ' e

--a dny should be get aside for thls consultation

- the members of the Joint Committee and members ‘from each aasoc;ated
country and each BEC Member State should partlcipate in the
consultations

- only two repreaentatlves from each country should be invited as
spokesmen for. the two sides of 1ndustry. Members of the Economlc )
and Boeial Canittoe would repreeant economic and social circles in

_ the Communmty o TR o

- the choice of ACP representatxves should be left ‘to the ACP States
themselves

- it should be possxble to express a wide range of views in the

consultations.

These proposals were endorsed by Mr Yace and Mr Colombo.

The Cdmmittee had made every effort to see that an initial meeting
of this. kind was,held in1977. Since, mainiy'for financial reasons, it would
be convenient to arrange a meeting in conjunction with the ILO meeting in

Geneva, the date proposed was 9 June 1977.

Although the organization of this meeting entails certain problems
the reaction to the propoeed meetlng, which would undoubtedly be extremely
valuable, has been favourable.

‘(Applause)

- 9 -
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'ib;hhggual RegQS#»og the ACP-EEC Council qf Ministers .

appaxent.szowing ‘ iffextnce of tha CGﬁmuhity to the ‘ol

_ the: Lomq Cbnvant , Howaver.,the sceond ACP~EEC Cbunci
April had sarvgd to revive 1ntenest., ‘The ach;evements 62“h"
deeply . apprec;ated. ; ' ‘ : o : &

problems faexng the ACP States‘ware of very different dimensii ,
esaentzal to ansure full inplementatzon of the COnvention if any cont ibution
were to be made to the salutzon of thesa problema. : R

With thzs Ln mlnd Mr HATQKA now dxew attentzon to a.number of
dsziculties inv01Ved in the 1mp1ementation of the Lome Convention. ;

The - ACP Statea, he said, were faced with very*serious ptobleu&‘
could not afford to spgnd tzme ‘on theoretical arguments.” The cOnventicn
was intended to confer on ACP exports terms and condit;ons more favonxlb e
than those granted to other countries. The ACP States had m;sg;vings about _,L’
the CQmmnnxty s thinking on th;s matter.  These mzsqivings were exacefbated ' '_
by the fact that the ACP States occaslonally recelved information to- tha affeet7
that the Commnn;ty had. szgned preferent1a1 agreements with othar countrles
thhout first notlfyxng the ACP States. There was also concern at the
Community's extens;on of its generallzed preferances schemm w;thout
adequate safeguard;ng of the ACP 8 trade beneflts ‘under the Lome cnnventaon.,
it was important that the ACP States should receive clarification an these
matters . :

el ’ o c3y4ﬁ2432$§2§i5g5 -




. More spécificéllY):Mr MATOKA drew attention to the fact that ACP
beef exporters were anxlously awaltlng the dlscu331ons ‘on the condltlons to
'govern their exports to the Community after 1 January 1978. They would not,
he said, be able to face ‘the full compet1tlon of the world's major beef

7'experters, who now .had renewed access to the Communlty s markets.‘lit was.

to be hoped that : the spac;al measures appl;ed under the Lome cOnventlon ;
awould be maintainad

The apeaker expresced satisfaction at the progress made in szi as
regards the STABEX system. However, it had to be recognised that the :
, grav1ty of the ‘ACP's problems requzred further progress as a matter of
; urgency. - The ACP States looked to the AsSembly for support in brxnglng
‘such pmoducts as phosphates. manganese and rubber under the STABEX system.1’*
I
7 Racagnaaing tha zmportance, but also the ;nadequacmes, of . certaln
ilnstitutzons. the ACP ccuntrzes asked the Community to lend its ‘supporf
to the creation: of a centre for the promotlon of agr1cu1tura1 products. L

‘ The banana exporting states hoped that Protocol 6 would now be fully
1mplemsnted. Prumpt action would be needed if the condltions of the countrles -
concatned were to be improved. ‘

The most difficult area of the Convention was still the sugar
Protocol.‘ The sﬁgar5sactetrcantinued ‘to face serious difficulties within
the COmmnnlty, and bltterness had arisen between the ACP States and the
Communxty on such matters as prlce negotlations ‘and quotas. For the sake
of the effectxve 1mplementat10n of the cOnventlon. these problems had to be

solvad wlthout delay.

Referring nowyﬁoathe-Situation in Southern Africa, Mr MATOKA pointed
outathat'Africafs'COnt:ibufibn to the ACP-EEC effort'wguld always fall short
of the mark untii the’aituation in Southern Africa improved. The major
obstacles to the nnlty ‘of the African contlnent were, he said, the reglmes

in Rhodesia, South Africa and Namibia.
. ) ; 1

The ACP States had made great sacrifices. in the cause of peace in
Southern Africa. He h&ped that Europe would also make a contribution.'
Paradoxlcally. Europeans had been the most decxslve motive force behlna
the perpetuatlon of racism in Southern Afrxca. Europe had the capacity to 4
» end the liberation war in Southern Afr;cawbut was not using it. With western
Supplies'of,arms and o0il, Rhodesian forces had invadad”anq occupied part of
Mozamb#que.‘ Thislaétion tha ACP States condemned in the strongest terhg.

‘ R

cA/47/48/49/fin.
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cooperation between all man of good wil’




—=

- Mz 'rom.mscw Pr esgdent—ln—Offlce of the Counc11 of the Euro&* ‘

.COmunltJ.es, drew attentz.on to the significance of the tlme at whlch the S

Consultative Assembly ‘was holdmg its SeESlOn‘ it would be able to assess

the first effects of t:he Convention on the econcmlc development of the

ACP States and on’ t’helr relations wlth the Conmunlty, while also 1ooking
to relatlons btyond Lomé I. He proposed to outline to the. Assembly the -
' resulta of the recent ACP-EEC COuncil meet).ng in F:.jx Wlth particular - -
‘ reference to three main poznts - : .

F:u:stly, the extent of the cooperation achieved under the Lomé
‘Convention. 'I'hia was reflwted in the large mmhershlp of the Convent:pn,
the almost free aceess grante& for acp products to the Community market, the
sums committed by the European Development ‘Fund and the European Investment "
Bank, the transfere paid for the stab:.lizgt:.on of export earnings, t‘he
guaranteed diapoaal of.1, 300, 000 tonnes of sugar at a price cons:.derably
h:.gher than the wrld market prxce, and lastly :.nc‘lustrial cooperation w:hieh
f_w&s bound to hava a beneflcial effect Moreover, this caoperaticm was cnly

: (a beguming.

Seeoudly. the extent to whz.ch the Lomé Canention introdaced sufficiently
diversified mthadﬂ to- meet most: of the economic difficulties of the reexp:.ent
States whose structures still differ greatly. The Lomé CGnventxon made it '
ponaible to give each ACP stata the form of intervention best (uited o u:s
needs and in accordame wi{:h its owu development prmrities. '/ s

4 'I'hirdly. end perhape met important of. all, the c‘onventlon wag a prototype
for wbrl&ride develomnt aid in that it facllitated the progress:.ve '
' harmonization of la.v:.ng and working conditicns in the develeped countrles

and in the third worlﬂ.v The Lomé Ccmvent:.on stood out as a model to all by

its scale. div'ersity ané eomprehenuiveness. . That model was being follawed

by others. ' o :

Mr Tomlinson went on to inform the Aasembly of the views of the Counc:.l
of the European Comunitiee, ,with part:.cular reference to the achlevements of -
the Fiji meeting.,, Two &scisions had been taken on the stab:.lization of export
R earnlngs. The Coﬁ\mun:.ty agreed to extend the STABEX system to add:.tional )
' countries and to serven new products. In the case of other products ‘the
Council had bean unable to agree to t‘heu inclusion under. the system but
dxd adopt a resolut:.on on: the attainment of common .objectives for commodity
exports, staeing that accmmt mist be taken of mutual ACP-EEC 1nterests
at :.nternatwnal level, pa.rticularly through consultat:.ons covering J.mportant L
‘ commodities: rubher, copper and phosphates. Satisfactory implementation of
the resolution would help to resolve the d;.ff:.cult:.es encountered by ACP
‘States exporting thm products. : : '

13- XA c:‘me-r/m/a/ﬁn.., G






gion of the European cOmmunltiee, pointed out

that scarcely a week ago the developlng countrles and the: 1ndustr1slized
eountries had met in Paria, at the COnference on Internatlonal Economic
Cooperation, to work out solutions to certazn problems. Now they were msetlng
in Luxembourg rn the ACP—EEC Consultative Assembly.

However, the mesting in Parls had not been ent1re1y unsuccessful; the results v
achieved at thxs meetinq. althoth incomplete, would never have been achieved B
without the North-Sonth dialogue. ‘

“He went on to compsre these resnlts with the results achievm!under the Lomé
Convention.

Although in Parla ‘the countries concerned had made a j01nt assessment of the
energy situation it had proved difflcult to pursue the discussion on a world-
wide baszs, in the context of the Lome COnventlon, however, it had been
poeaxble to continue the dialogue although admittedly the subjects d1scussed
were not of such ornoial impo:tnnce. B Co

It was true that in Psris agreement had been reached on aICOmmon fund for
raw materials but the Lome ‘Convention members had made even greater progress
~in certain fields He drsw attention particularly to the STABEX system under
which the arrangsmsnts were geared to each individual product: this system

was at the moment the_only one of its kind in the world.

In Paris, it had been decided to taks further steps in opening up the markets.
There was no further scope for*preferentlal agreements under the Conventlon of

Lomé at the moment; however, it was appreciated that the extension of the
generalized preferences uystem would have the effect of ‘eroding the advantages
enjoyed by the ACP States. The Lomé Convention’ s policy was or1g1na1 in that
it represented a fzrst step towards contractual agreements in the commerclal
field. -

The major countries had comm;ttad themselves in Paris to stepping up their
development aid but when the Lome Conventlon was concluded the Community had
quadrupled 1ts development aid without shoutzng it from the roof tops.

- 15 -
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two sides, of which the A.aa ‘was rikzng example. g




However, the mutdal respect af the parties concerned must be given practical
expression and callad for a ‘common position when one of the parties was faeed
with fundamental problm Raferring to the comments by Mr Matoca on’ the
situation in Southern. ‘Africa, he reaffirmed the commitment of the Lomé ‘
s:.gnatories to the ecmn struggie of the African peoples for their independence.,
deplored all farma of raaialism and acnatted the rig‘ht of all nations to self- sl
 determination. o o

The achievemants of tlm pnat and the progpecta for the future all dopended o
on a ccmmmty oﬁ intereat and. mtull symthy. e e L i

uuaéaaaai

(The sitting was suspended at 1 .05 p.m. and resumed at 3.30 p.m.) .
IN THE CHAIR: -
Mr YACE and Mr COLOMBO,Presidents

11. Annual re _of the ACP-EE ? Council of Ministers (continued)

- ]_7 -
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thnt mimulb should ‘be treated &iffemtly fm ag?r :
and that ‘the funds avaihble fer ‘the scheme were ina

- AE a counndity 1ike eopper uara to be addad. In.thc GV!nt t

~ made no mention of specific additxonal products, but sevarnl j
in paragraph 59 of the report 1tsel£. - : ' S

(4)

(5)

re listed

Theré was cansiderable concern about ‘the sztuat;on ;n southarn Africa,*

- which had major melxcations 1nternationnlly and representud,a threat to

peace. It was, - Lord Reay said, a matter with whxch the Canuntty must

concern 1tse1f.

Thara had been proposals to include a reference to human rmghta<in tha,‘

' ‘resolution, but although this issue was widaly dismued no aetual i




»amendment to the draft resolutlon ‘had ‘been tabled. The speaker hoped, however.
that a future’ resolutlon might 1nc1ude such a reference this would certamnly
~have a poeltlve polltxcal effect on relations between the EEC and the ACP

oountr 108 -

In general. Lord.Reay concluded. the first year of the Lome - COnventxon
had been a success. The second- dletributxon under STABEK had been made,
two-thirds of regional pnoject allocations disbursed, and the ‘various trade

concessions had been fully operational elnee the Convention entered into
force. The Lome Convention _might not be a solution to everything, but it was
not true to eAy that’ it could not do anything The cgmmunity and the Acp
countrzee were mutually dependent. and thit reallzation was centred to their

t

relations.

]gguddagglanee)A

Mrs MA _Ambassa. -swana to th an Communities, welcomed
the statements made this morning by previous epeakers on the satlsfactory v
functioning. of the Lomé Conventxon. ~She _thanked Lord Reay on behalf of
the ACP Committee of Ambaeeadors for presentxng his report and explained ‘why
the Committee had found it necessary to euh.xt a corrlgendum. The purpose
. of this was to make. the report as balanced end complete as: poselhle so that -
it could be used in’ working towerds a def1n1t1ve solution on outstandlng
problems. such as those affectlng sugar. bananas and rum, - These matters would
have to be dealt with xn the negotlatlons on the renewal of the Lomé
‘Convention. The amendments submitted by the ACP Secretariat and the Commiittee
of Ambaeeadors ‘had been necessary because of the limited time available for
drawxng up Lord Reay s report in the Joint COmmlttee.. She felt that both
the ACP and the EEC now understood ‘each other's respective positions better
and hoped that the ehortcomlngs of the existing- agreement would be made
'gOQd in the new Lomé& Canentlon. Political agreement ‘must be reached,
but polit;cal aims must not ‘then be rendered lmposszble to attaln through
purely technical obstaeles.' The second Lomé Convention must be heneficial
to all the partners, and in particular contribute to a solution of the ACP
countrxes' development problems.

(Applause).
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Mr ABﬁB&KAﬁ’ALHAJI, speaking fbf Nigeria, congratulated Lord Reay on
his report which, he said, reflected his commitment to the Lomé Convention.

The speaker's delegatlon fully supported any resolution based on thlS report,
Subject of course to any amendments that mlght be made.

as regards flnanclal and technlcal cooperatlon under the Lome Convention,
Mr Abubakar Alhaji stressed that need was the main consideration in granting
assistance. Special provision had therefore been made for the least
developed countries. k

However, while supporting the principle of need, he felt that this
concept should,be'fully defined. A country's need sﬁould be seen in'te:ms
both- of revenue and of responsibilitiés. Thus, some countries were better
endowed with hatural'resources'tﬁan others but their special responsibilities

had to be taken into account in assessing their needs.

If the main‘pﬁnpose of the Lomé Convention was to assist developing
countries, then States falling within this category, especially those with
large populations and low per capita incomes, should receive adequate
consideration. ‘The speaker therefore hoped that the approach to granting
assistance to the ACP countries would be revised in the near future. : F

(Applause)
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S inmm ha tho number;yoi part.nara to ‘the convantxon ef m‘m

IN THE CHAIR :

'~ .. . Mr SPENALE, v1ce-preudent

Mr ,rccallcd tha auccenful uperation of the s-ram mﬁam, aiz‘tsud o
‘jthe in@ort;me of cooperation in the agricultural sector and of the mﬁﬁaubh

‘pflttimli: to ‘some upécts of indumu cooperation. it

. !‘hit was hlaad on the act:.v:lty of two bodies, the Crmmittee cn Industria Y
2 caoy ’ti.en and tha CQntra for Industrial Developmnt which Md ‘besn
- in tfy to t‘hn Acp countrien. The choi.ee cf indmtry #hou

_ ne & of tla _untriea, in order to avoid caxapetiti.on with in&u:ﬁriu AR
’{rcmnity that now had to face a growing m«ut of unemplomnt- It; m ﬂno i
' i nemnry to rsduea tha excsuive power . of mltinamonal um&art':f ngs by

said. the inain export of Snrinam after bauxite. :

e

Rowaver. disappointmant should not mean dnspa:.r. 'me speaket exprested
his profound grat:.tude to the Assembly and in particnlar to I.ord Raa.y wlw.
by mentioaing the desired addition in his report, had pavad tha way for
its aecaptance"by the Cmmeil. ' : L ST

- )’»"7
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Mr PRESCOTT; on'beha1f of the Socjalist Group, welcomed the‘report'by
LordeReéy. Much of what had been%achieved through the Convention of Lomé
would help to counterbalance expleitation by ‘the colonial powers in the
past. The decieions of politieians todey would be vital in determining
whether, as other speakers had noted, e minimum of justice could be
achieved in the future. The wealthy countries must be prepared to ensure
that all countries had a fair share. |

The Socialist Group, like the European Parliament as a whole, had
already associated themselves with this approach through the Conference
on the Law of the Sea and the UNCTAD Trade Conference.

; The Convention of Lomé was evidently most concerned with economic

and soc1al cooperatlon. At the same time it 1mp11ed a formal contractual
relatlonshlp fram which polltlcal factors could not be excluded. It was
for;thls reason_that_he particularly welcomed paragraphs 17 and 19 of'the
motioﬁ for a'resolutibn cbntained in Lord Reay's report which were\specific
poliﬁical statements on the situation in SOuthern.Africa. The EEC was under
an cbligation to take a firm line on the political cfisis there. This was

in eccofdanee;with the obligations of the Member States in the United Nations,
where they héd been asked to condemn South Africa and had repeatedly done so.

But as well as the particular problem of Southern Africa, there was also
the guestion of fundamental human rights in general. Certain basic individual
rights and freedoms had to be respected in all countries. This requirement
could not apply to Southern Africa alone, Britain, for example, had been.
rightly condemned for violations of human rights in Northern Ireland.
Violations of human. rights should be condemned in all countries where they

occurred.

There were reliable reports from international organizations of barbaric
happenings in some of the Member countries of the ACP-EEC Assembly. It was
the dﬁty of the Assembly to condemn these also. It would be unacceptable to
dlscrlmlnate between countrles in this connection. While it was true that
the colonial powers had been gullty of introducing barbarlsm to Africa and
other parts of the world, that could not justify a refusal to condemn it

when practlsed in the newly independent countries.

He recalled President Carter's worldwide initiative on human rights.,
the position taken by the EEC on human rights at the Helsinki Conference
and the refusal of the EEC to consider applications for membershp of the

Community by third countries in which human rights were not respected.
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It was the ltrong fceling of hil group that at. thil. the 1a
of. the Asnpbly before tho rencgotntion of t.he conwmtion of
: ion nt humn right- should" raceiva tttintion. Scrious ‘
- shoul ba giv"n to. inc ﬁding tha “ob igct:laon to rupuctfun&tm 1
yand f.:aidonl in ~tho‘ nqa_ i:tiom fu: th. new convcntion. S

'1;:5;;;;,,;~

‘e
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EE;EQEQEEQ..speaking oh‘behelf of the Republic of Zaire, congratulated

Mr Colombo and Mr Yace on their appointment as Presidents of the Consultative
- Assembly; he also congratulated Mr Spenale and Mr Deschamps. He went on

to thank the Luxembourg Government for playing host to the meeting and
welcomed the countriea that had only reoently slgned the Conventlon of

Lome. Thanks were also due to the rapporteur. Lord Reay.

In his report, Lord Reay had not tried to gloss over the areas in'
which progress had been slow or dlffioultles had arisen. Nevertheless,
taking the provieions of the Convention all in all, it would be fair to
say that a great deal had been accompllshed.

Considerable progress had been made in 1mp1ement1ng the Lomé Convention.
it was true. that there had been hold-ups in certain areas but negotlatlons
were in progress and this in itself was encourag;ng. Even if in some
fields solutlons had not been found as quickly as had been hoped, work was .
still going on and the attempt to arrlve at a solution was still a matter
for concernf “this also was encouraglng.

. The Zaiie delegation considered it particularly"regrettable that
copper was riot covered by the STABEX system and that no other possibilities
had been'propooed;fof the;tWD countries, namely Zaire and Zambia, which were
‘heaV11y dependent on’ coPper exports. He made a heartfelt appeal to the bodies
concerned to try and find a solutzon to tbls problem.

It was gratifylng to see that f1nanc1al cooperation and the funds
allocated under the STABEX system had produced satisfactory results.

» He thanked the Community Member States and all the other sympathetic
' oountrles represented at the meeting’ who had helped Zaire to cope with 1ts
recent difficultles. ’

Very little had been achieved in the field of industrial cooperation
so far but this was hardly surprising in that it was a new aspect of
cooperation in the context of the Lomé Convention. He drew attention to the
risks that the Acp?statas could incur‘as a result of collaboration between
the goverrknehts of the iﬁdustrialized countries and the commercial sector.

The signature of the Lomé Convention was a political act of wide-ranging
significance to which Zaire attached considerable importance.

(Agglause)' . B és _

‘CA/47/48/49/fin.



Wotking Gfonp to" mcmitor AeP exports and to co:nsult tha k.
the GSP for 1978 ' :

sir Gaoffxey agraad that it was vital that hoth aides ruui.nad flexibla I

in t‘hait :'elatien-. .And he bel:.eved that efforta should be madc‘ Qﬁtathar RO
wealthy induottialized countriea - in both Weat and Wt - to dts fubrh to“halp
the third warld. o ~ Sl e

1dea of tha brotherhood . of man. meant anyth_u,g,
,tho devalopiq *‘cauntries (:hrouqh trade and aid.
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IN THE CHAIR: MRS MATHE

" Vice-President

~ Mr ADQIBADE?cbhgrltuléted Lord Reay on his courageous and careful report
and expressed satisfaction at the promising start made by the second
»cohsultative Aéaembly, in which the European parliamentarians had shown
their determination to do. everything poss:ble to reduce the gap that

" seperated the zndustrlalized countries from the thlrd world and thus
facilitate the achievemant of a new world economic order. He hoped that the
Menber governments of the cOmmunity shared this determlnatlon.

Expressing iatisfaction at the understanding shown by’the European
parliament for the situation in southern Africa, Mr Adjibadé said he hoped
this understanding was shared by the European governments and that they would

take action against South Africa and Rhodesia ' to deprive them of the meansv'
to sustaln their racist raglmes. In line with the interventions by the
Zambian minister and Mr Cheysson, the speaker proposed an amendment to the
motion for a rgsolutlon contained in Lord Reay's report adding, in the third
line of paragraph 17, £he'words"ahd against racism' after the words
'for independence'. IS » : k

‘Mr Adjibadé concluded by stating on behalf of his delegation that his
country was willing to deal with the problem of human rights'in any

framework on condition that the Lomé Convention did not become an institution
able to interfere in the domestic affairs of its Member States.

(Aéglause)
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’ Mr. LﬁCKER. expressing the point of view of the. Chr;-tian»nemocratic Gzoup,
v f,endorsed the objactivas af the Lome Convention which ware well on. ‘the. way
' to being’ achieved, notwithstanding certain problams., He pointed out: that
v5the Christian Democrats had recently announced in Brussela their"hauic B |
. programme’ foundad on peacaful cooperation bntween nationa. inipirad hy the}"ffr-

"Lome COnventicn. -

However. the COnvention could and should be extended and xmplemnnted o

. to the full and three principles must be cbserved: world peace. to Which - A
it was averyona 8 duty to contribute; the fight aQA1nst racial dincrimination~- B
and tha aafegua:ding of human rights and freedoms; a. genuinc 1htn£nntional B »
‘social Juntica as a basis for solidarity betwoen nat;cns.A.ﬂ RSN T T v'. ' "f:

Althaugh relationa bctwnen Afr;ca and Eu:ope had- considnrahly &mproved R
as a result of the Dakar confarence there was acope ﬁur fuxthet prog:ass e
~in the contaxt of the Lome convention. ’ L

“He refarred to. tha North-South dxalogua nnd,the Paris COnfatanen which
had failed tn~1ive up to expectatlons becauaa ‘the part;elpantu ‘had nat aada
a syitnm!tic attempt to offer their partners. max imum concessions “and. T _
,bocausa of the ftzlure to put forward constructive proposaln in geod timt‘forTKA
th. astablishmnnt of a mbre equitdble social system.~vf i

Jé&n&a&gg)
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?pr KANU wished tO'r§ise two issues which had already been discussed
during the proéeedings. He referred first to the problems of the mineral-.
‘exporting ACPT countries, quoting the example of Zambia whose representétive
'h?d told the meeting‘that the cost of producing copper in his country
sxcéeded the world market price for the commodity. Zambia was mining copper
gimply to earn foreign éXChange. Mr Cheysson had said that it was difficult
for the Community”to give extensive coverage for ACP minerals under the
STABEX scheme because of the enormous cost that would entail and the risk of
price manipulétion by the multinationals. Dr KANU conceded that the cost to
STABEX would be high but said it must be seen against the pittance earnéd,by
the ACP countries from their fihite resources: there was a need to restore
justice in ACP-EEC relations. He cited the example of bauxite for which the
prdducers earned only 5 to 10 dollars per tonne while'in the EEC transporters
carrying the prédﬂct~from ports to factories charged more than that per tonne.
~ The interests of the mineral-producing countries must receive closer attention.

He then turned to the questlon of human rights raised by various European
speakers, 1nc1uding Lord Reay, and urged caution on this sensitlve and
divisive issue. The purpose of the Consul;ative Assembly was to promote
unity, and it was an affront to come here and compare so-called 'barbaric’
regimes in the ACP with the situation in South Africa. Thét was both insulting
ahd misleadihg. Most of the ACP countries in fact respected human rights but
at some time in its history eVery country in the world had seen victims of
pblitical or religious beliefs. The subject of human rights might be
discussed at an apprbpriaté time, but he pointed out that some countries in
Europe seemed to find it convenient to trade with South Africa, overlooking
the apartheid in that country which was an insult to the whole human race.

The discussion of -such matters was out of:place in this Assembly.

- (Applause)
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. ME RIVIEREZ congratulated Lord Reay on his report and welcomed the extra-

‘ordlnary success of the Lomé Convention, thanks to the considerable efforte
ot both the ACP. countrles and the EEC Member States, insofar. a8 after only

few months sll the structures provxded for had already been establlshed. ,‘

It was true that there were still certain problems: for ihstance, g

the problems connected with rum and bananas - which the speaker, ae an
'Ltricsn Member of Parliament at the Prench National Aseembly, was very
- famlllar wlth ~ and the desire of certain ACP States. for the scope of the L
| STABEX system to be extended. Undoubtedly some of the ACP States' Tequests
would be satisfied. But the chief merit of the Convent;on was that xt had ;
established a eyetem besed on the law and founded on respect foz the dignity
| of oned fellow man, ’ '

Induetrxal development was a problem. Europe‘itself weS'seeking ‘
alternative solutions and should not be regarded ae a unlversal model,' The
ACP States should reslst the’ temptation of growth which could be detxxmental
to the;r natural resources, their common sense approach and their sense of.
solldarity. One of the basic factors in the spirit of Lome was that it left
it to the ACP States’ themselves to decide how they should devalop. Eutope .
merely helped them to achleve their objectlves.

Mr Cheysson had reassured those who saw generallzed prefereneee as a’
threat to the advantages enjoyed by the ACP countrles, funds and resourceS'
- were 11m1ted but obviously those who had the Dbest clalm would be given !
priorlty, ' ' V

The Lome Convention, with its unique system for guaranteeing resources,
was an example that would in the future be copied in other parts of the world.

Its signatories would be pioneers in establishlng a new kind of relatzonshlp.
It was a solid foundation for future development. '
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Invited by the President to reply to a question raised by Lord Reay on
the economic and social sectors of the Member States and the ACP States,
Mr MATOKA, President of the ACP-EEC Council of Miwisters; said that the
Council had examined this matter at its meeting in Fiji in the light of the
Consultative Assembly's resolution of June 1976. The Council of Ministers
had inétructed the Committee of Ambaséadors to continue with this examination.

This would make it possible to take acéount of the results of the meeting
that'week between the Aaaemblyiand the economic and secial sectors. It would
nlsoAinvolve the 1nst1tutlon of a contact group proposed by the Communlty in
the context of industrial cooperation. These contacts, the prlnc1p1e of which
was ganerally accepted and was containad in the Convention of Loms, had to be.
organized with caution and care. They also hnd to take account of the
particﬁlar situation of each of the partners of the Convention and ensure that
the solutions adopted would asalst flexibly and efficiently the implementatlon'
of the conventzon. ' '

12. change in agenda
On a propos%l from fhe President, the Assenmbly dec1ded that the

sitting of Thursday, 9 June 1977 should commence at 10.30 a.m. instead of
9.30 a.m.

13. Agenda for next sittigg
The Preéident announced that the agenda for the next sitting to be held
on Thursday, 9 June 1977 at 10.30 a.m. would consist of the continuation of

the debate on the report by Lord Reay on the Annual Report of the ACP-EEC

Council of Ministers.
The President declared the sitting closed.

(The sitting closed at 5.55 p.m.)
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SITTING OF THURSDAY, 9 JUNE 1977

IN THE CHAIR: MR COLOMBO and MR YACE i

Presidents

<-Theisitting was opened at 10.40 a.m.

1. Tribute

Presldent Colombo paid tribute to the late Abbe Laudrin who had for
many years made an 1mportant contrlbutlon to the work of first the Conference
and then the Assembly.
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)’jfﬁr ggggg&ggg po;nted out that the COnsultatlve Assembly,~

2. Annual report of the ACP-EEC COuncxl of Mlnlgters (cont;nued)

After paying trxbute to the memory of Mr Laudrln and Mr-staakc,v_fj;;

"was not ampowered to take binding decisions. " Its task was to pav
way for such: declszons by means of clear and rqalastic rasolutlons in ,
the contoxt of the policy whose objective was to set up a naw 1ntnrnational~:, ‘.”
’7econouic order ‘to the foundaticns of which we could make ou: cbntt;bution b
~w1thout necessarlly knowing what its flnal form would bc., R

‘ '> 4There wera vgrious aspects-to the 'spi:it Of Lo
= the héédifb'eﬁsure a motefequél distribution Of reséaf&h

,;;5.“. a realxstic approadh 1n the choice of 6336nt1&1 sectoru and
' -approprlate methods ‘ ‘ o

= a sense. of proportlon, in other words the naed to make progress 1n
jfall the various forums of dlscusslon. : ‘ o :

~Theré were ééveral'léssons‘to be 1eafned fiéﬁ;dufjéxﬁefieﬁéiié;'~

- it was meortant to’ show solldarlty hetween ‘the varxeus groups

5'fEurope must contlnue to prosper.

<  1t must be’ saxd quite frankly that the three objectzvea lazd‘doun
”1n Parls - the creatzon of a permanent energy cbnaulatzan ;‘
‘stimulation of 1nvestments and the contlnuxty of acceas to raw: . .

’mater1als - were :in no way egot15t1ca1

' -_,~‘no sector.~even a sector’ as minor as clove production.acould be L
R vregarded as negllgxble if 1t was 1mportant to one of: thafpartnors.”'f'

- The Assembly was a. kznd of 'thlnk—tank' but it wa‘ also i piace in;av: 
'whlch frxeﬂanhipa could develop. ‘He hoped that it wculé’bc Pﬁeiiﬁlh tol‘u'f
Proqrcaa from a realistic Solldatlty to a genuine hrcthh“d’ STE T

(aoplaues)
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Mr AnRIKo paid tribute to Lord Reay and to the work of the Joint Committee in
drafting the motlon for a resolution; he hoped that the proceedlngs of the
'Assambly would have an effective impact on the instltutlons of the Lomé

Convention.

He went on to speak of the ACP's difficulties in transporting their
products to Eutope and the rest of the world because of the their weak
transport infrastructures and the high xafes charged by shipping‘linesvoften
controlled by multinational companies. This problem was particﬁlarly acute
for the landlocked and island countries, and should, in his view, be examined
in the context of the Lomé Convention. He hoéed too that practical measures
could be taken in the North-South dlalogue where work on the new economic ‘
order was proceeding in a difficult period of inflation and serious currency -
fluctuations. Nevertheless a start must now be made on bridging the gap

 between the rich and poor countries.

Turning to a matter of principle concerning the work-of-the Consultative
Assembly, Mr Adriko felt that sensitive issues such as human rights should not
be raised in the context of the Lomé Convention or of negotiations on its
renewal. The problem of human rights was complicated by political intefpreta-
tion and sometimes biased newspaper reporting, and had now become a weapon in
the cold war between the USA and the USSR. The EEC must on ho'accouht draw
the ACP into a similar conflict otherwise the benefits of Lomé would be
jeopardized. The ACP countries respected the principle of non-interference
in each other's internal affairs. They had no joint forum like the European
Parliament to prepare a common positidn; they were justly proud of their
national sovereignty and would on no account sacrifice it to considerations

of tied aid or trade.

The South.African‘?roblem was of a different nature. Condemnation of
apartheid was general and in his view the EEC should look for ways of
providing material, financial and moral support to the liberation movements
in Africa. Mr Adriko felt that paragraphs 17 and 19 of the motion for a
resolution should be amended to that effect.

(Applause)
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Mr PISONI began by stressing the novel character of the cooperation mcdel
~ established by the Lome Convention. The latter was not based on- vague
~eentiments of brotherhood or, indeed, paternalism, nor on relationshipa

of furea and damination, ‘but on reciproclty of advantage and thefrecegnition v']'zf”i?fﬂ

rof the lnterdependency of 1ndustr1allzed and develop;ng countrie, o

The absence of major differences‘of opinion beﬁweén,thg_cdﬁmuhify'andf
the ACP, together'with the general feeling of satisfaction ﬁhich had'beén f
expressed during ‘the debates yesterday and today, clearly demonstratsd
“the value of the systenm. : R : :

Turning to the question of human righfi;’thﬂ'apeakervégfeéd thtt'thisn 
issue should not become a source of dlvxslon between the Loma conventxan
partner states. However, he felt that reapoct for human rzghts should remain |

-a prime objective which was, mnreover, in’ line with the sp;rit of Loma

The PartICIPﬁtlon of trade uriion onganzzatiéns 1n the 1mplamentat10n’o£ the e

Convention was yet another proof of: the fundamental importan” of tha»human'

rights 1ssue.;w—

The " results achleved so far boded well for the future.' Thﬂ new mee
COnventxon would be alming at, amonst other th;ngs, rev1tal;éing ,”
in the industrial ‘sector.’ It would certalnly st;mulate relati’

the Communxty and the ACP countries.-

§A§gldusé)"
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___SAMBHAI joined with the prev1ous speakers in congratulatlng
Lord Reay on his excellent report and the manner in which he had

'presented it.

The purpose of this meeting was. to consider the state of implementation
of the Convention of Lome. Cooperatlon was progre351ng satisfactorlly
deSplte cartaln problems which were malnly the result of the current

economic sltuaticn.

"Despite the difficulty of the sugar negotiations agreement had been
reached on the prices guaranteed to the ACP States. However, there was

still a great deal of ﬁork to be done in regard to other products.

Gabon was anxious to cooperate with the other ACP States in
combating under—develcpmeht; like all the other participants it had a
sincere belief in the‘Lomé{policy, and indeed, that was why they were

03

here.

(Applause)
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‘Mr OSBORN welcomed the opportunity of attendlng the Conference and
congratulated Lord REAY on his report. One: of hls main concerns was to
consider p0381b111ties for the creation of wealth. whlch in turn could provide
the means of enhancing the quality of life. - This was a long-standing tradltlon "
>1n ‘the COmmun1ty countries that could be applied to. development cooperation. ‘

Reference had been made to the growing gep between‘the rich ana'poor countriee.yr
A useful contribution the Assenmbly could make in thls connect;on would be to -
- prepare and analyse comparative statlst1cs based on the tzme worked in differentv

countries in order to buy essentlal goods.

With regard to Mr PRESCOTT's statement on polltlcal troubles 1n African

countries he felt that the main concern of the: 1ndustriel;zed countrzes should
be with the economic aspects. It was essential ‘to encourage economle activxty
that would guerantee a fair share of resources and proaperxty in all countries. :

Wealth creating act1v1ty ‘would be necessary if the developing countrxes were

to purchase the Community's agrlcultural surpluses. Relations Bhoulﬁ be f
stabilized through commodity agreements. The developing countrles had to be
prov;ded with industrial and technological know-how. It wae essent1a1 to

expand the 1nt*oductlon ‘of intermediate technology to these countries, which
must be enabledtn help themselves if. their serious unemployment and balance ‘of -
'payments problems were to be checked. At the same tlme, tha lnduetri" intro— e
duced to deve]oplng countries should be geared to local condltlons and needs. 1-'”

- There was an unfortunate ‘tendency to be susp1c1ous of flrms maklng a profit
and of multinational undertakings. It should be remembered that the. multl-‘
nationals in particular were capable of providing a strong andklndependent
investment.' Companies would not invest unless they expected'totmoke‘profits

and their investment was secure.

It was natural for developlng countries to look to Europe to provzde 1nvestment
and know-how. But they must understand that unemployment in Europe would
reduce its ab111ty to provide finance. There was a one-to-one relationshlp
between econoﬁic'performance in Burope and in the developing countries. The
natural resources of many developing countries were a source of great

potential wealth which could be reallzed through cooperatlon wath European
undertakings on mutually benef1c1al joint operatlons,

(Applause)
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IN THE CHAIR: MR PHILIPPS

Vice-President
Mr MAGA LE, Minister of State of the Central African Empire, said that
regional and inter-regional cooperation was important in that it ensured
the diversification of the economies of the ACP States, reduced their

economic dependence, opened up wide markets and enabled the resources of
each state to be used tb thé full. The Lome negotiations had the
particular advan?age that they provided fdr‘special arrangements for
industrial promoiion and also for transport and communications and
provided the necessary financial resources to Quarantee developmént in

these sectors.,

The Central African Empire delegation welcomed the establishment of
the first outline programme and proposed, in an amendmenf'to paragraph 11
of the motion for a resolution, that a aécond programme should be drawn
up, relating in"particular to the most under-developed countries. The
speaker also welcomed the setting up of the ACP-EEC sub-committee to
study specific problems of development affecting the landlocked count:ies

and islands.

Mr Maga Le expressed the hope, on behalf of his delegation, that the
Committee of Ambassadors would consider the suggestion included in the
recommendations of the ACP;Council meeting in Fiji that an agricultural
development centre should be set up for the ACP States to help'those‘

countries whose economies depended mainly on agriculture.

Finally, the Central African delegation endorsed the views of the
~ACP representatives who had protested against the minority racialist
regimes in southern Africa. The right of self determination was sacred.
However, he did not feel that the Lome Convention45hou1d be a platform
for political and moral discussions on such matters; its purpose was

primarily economic.

(Applause)
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Mr SANDRI stressed that the EEC-ACP Consultative Assembly was a polltlcal

: assembly which ought not to restrlct itself to merely maklng fine speeches-
on the contrary, it -ought also to concern itself with practxcal problems '
'and prov1de answars to technical questions. It was these cons;derations
that- led the speaker to regard Lord Reay's report. whlch covered all '

- aspects of uhat had been achieved at Lome as well as the progreas madn since

then, so hlghly.

It was said with some'juetification that the LemévConvehtion represehtedb
a new approach to relations between the developing and industrialized' ‘
countries. It had, and would continue to have, international repercusszonsx
it ‘had already prov1ded the 1nsp1rat10n for the. agreements with ‘the Maghreb
and Mashrek countries. It had also had an effect on the 1ntellectual leVel.
"It was thus that the STABEX system had in a way been taken as a poxnt of
’reference 1n the Nbrth—South Dialogue. :

~ The Convention, which was the work of man, certalnly had its faults' ;r
but it was nevertheless a reality, espe01a11y in comparison with. the Ncrth-
South Dlalogue. In the absence of other international forums. efforts were ,
made to refer everything to the Lomé Convention. There was a danger An: thls
because, to take STABEX as an example, it was altogether imposszbla to extend
this scheme to every product- a better solutlon would be to seek to 1ncreasek
the funds allocated under this system so as to make aids granted by the ‘

-Community more effectlve. Nevertheless, the problem of stabilizing. the .
prices of primary commodlties should be dealt With\at world level and hot}

solely in the framework of the Lomé Convention.

The ACP ceuntries should call en the COmmunityhtokdisplay the political
will that it had not shown in the North-South Dialogue. Accountiehould'be l
taken of the fact that Africa was going through an unsettled period whieh’might'
- well bode a more serious upheaval. There was a real risk that the major
political and military;powers would become involved in Africa. Was Europe ,
in a position to prevent this? The speaker thought that it was, although he
stressed that, to do so, the Community would have to provide the countries
~of Africa with: ' ' '

(1) total support in the struggle for independence
(2) total support in the struggle for racial equality and. v »
(3) effective help which'respected>both the options and identities of'these

countries.

(Applause)
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IN THE CHAIR: MR WIJNTUIN
" Vice-President

Mr gggaglﬂgaglgx, aftér referring briefly to the position on the land-locked
countries, the use .of ilang-ilahg, the importance of infrastructures and aid
fof the-develeément of lines of communicaﬁion. went on to diécuss four
fundamental‘questions: Lomé or the‘ccntinuation of Yaoundé, the generalized'
preferehces‘systeﬁ, human rights and relations between Lomé and the North-

South Conference.

In regard to the first of theserﬁoints, he drew attention to the
concern expressed by~the'ACP States after the Fiji Council meeting: certain
countries had.been granted more advantageous terms for the import of some
producﬁs to thequropean market. In view of the fact'that Lome was_a
cont inuation ofaYaouhdé,‘the'éasdciated states phould have the ‘'right of
'primbécﬁitdpn', ﬂe_félt that thena countrlies shouid be granted mora Favourable

t erms under Lome 1I.

As regards préferencés. the ACP States were members of the Group of 77,
which, in all its resolutions, included a clause upholding the benefits
conferred under the Lome Convention. - The EEC's preferential system included
such powerful developing éountries,as Brazil which carried much more weight
than the weaker countries. The Common Market, thch;was a 'polygamous'
organization, must look after the interests of the ACP States which stood in
the same position as a 'lawful wife' rather than favouring more recently

acquired 'concubines'.

On the queslion of human rights, the Malagasy delegation endorsed Lhe
view expressed by most of the ACP delegates and fell: that some of the
requests that had been made could have an explosive effect. The Convention's
objectives were primarily economic and should nét be jeopardized by intro-
ducing subjective considerations; it was better to let well alone.

Although the North-South dialogﬁe and the UNCTAD Conference had had
disappointing results they had nevertheless been stimulating. It was now
an appropriate time to remove the obstacles to general dévelopment and peace.
Efforts were needed at worldwide, regional and national level and in all

cases mankind must emerge as the victor.

gAEBlause)

- 40 - » CA/47/48/49/fin.



3. Change in £he agenda
On a proposal from the Pre31dent, the Assembly decided . that the -~

sxtting of Friday 10 June 1977 should commence at 9 30 a.m. and not 10. oo a. m. 
‘ ,ias or1g1nally planned. o

4. Agenda for_ naxt s1tt1ng
' The President announced that the agenda for the. s;tt;ng of Frid&y,

10 June Wbuld be as follows:

9,39 a.m..

- Continuation and concluslon of the debate on .Loxd Reay 8 report,
Vote on ‘the motion for a resolut;on contalned in the report,“
;‘- Any other business. R

: Eﬁe,')\jéittirig' closed at 1, 10 p.m.
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- IN IR: |

President

The sitting was opened at 9.45 a.m.
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_n&amw:ﬂmm’__ﬁ_u_m_}_m (continued)
Mr MULWA began by stressing the value of micro prejects whlch,f""
he said, had a more immediate impact, especially 1n rural areas, than unjor
: 'long-term projects. But there was a need to sxmplify proceduxea to enable B
. such micero projecte to be implemented rap;dly and flexibly. )

»»The speaker noted that some European.parliamehtariene;hadtexbressed ‘
concern about the poeeible repercueeione of the transfer of‘ﬁechnology'to o
ACP countries. It might be better, he felt, to talk of sharing technology
rather than 'traneferring technology .. However, ‘there was a prdblem,‘_ e
and one could not reallstlcally argue for 'limited Aindustrialization’ in the
ACP with a view- to preventing unemployment in COmmunity countries. _ '
After all, unemployment in the ACP was a far greater prdblem than in Europe _
“and development of the agricultural sector could not replaee induttrializatioﬁ -
as a eource of jdbs. ’ o

o Turning to the queetlon of human rights, Mr Mulwa said he thought that |
a dlstznetlon should be drawn hetween violations of human rights in South k
Africa and Rhodesia and alleged violations elsewhere. apartheid.'ae the ‘
UN had agreed, could not be described as an ‘'internal metter'but was of '
‘znternational concern. The same applied to Rhodesle, Whose regime, under
international law, dld not even exist.

The Kenyan delegatlon was not opposed to dlSCUSSlng the Leeue, but who.
in the framework of the Lomé Convention, was to be the judge of v;olatxone,
and who was go;ng to prosecute? It would be better to leave the queetion of
human rlghts to the Unlted Natlons, where the relevant machmnery already

ex:.sted.

The results of the Consultative Aeseﬁbly'e disoussions had been, the
speaker concluded, both practical and fruitful, and had helped lay the
~ groundwork for the later negotlatlone on Lomé. II. Whllet recognlzlng the
extent of their other commitments, he hoped that more members of the European
Parliament would f£ind it possible to attend the next meeting of the -
Consultative Assenbly. ' ' ‘

gAgglause)
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After‘payihg tfibute to the work of the leading figures in the
Conlﬁ%tatlve Assembly and Joint Commlttee, particularly Mr Yace, and
having thanked the Luxembourg authorities for their kind hosp1tal1ty,
Mr HIEN expressed his satisfaction at the results achieved under the
Convention. This new spirit, embodled in an agreement which met fundamental
- needs on both sides, would have a s1gn1f1cant impact on future developments.

The outline existed and it remained‘to £i11 in the details. Great
achievements were within our grasp provided that mankind remained the
focus of our attention.

(Applause)
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Lord REAY expressed his appreciation for the favourable comﬁents-thatv
’almost every speaker‘haa mage dbout'his report.% It was - 1mpoeszb1e to reply
.adequately to all the 1doas ‘and - suggestzons ‘that had bean put £orwan4 end he
Vwould therefore concentrate on- certam ‘main pomts. SRR F £

; Wlth regard to generallzed preferences he agreed that the benefzts ;b’
granted to a first group of countrles should not be diluted.by subeequently
'extendlng the scheme. A dlstlnctzon should be made between trade preferences
and financial or food aid in thls connection. As a general rule/benegiciary
eountrzee should have an idea in advance of the subseqnent trade policy of

their partners.

He et111 felt that it had been rlght not to includs. proposals fcr addltzonal
products to be covered by the. STABEX scheme at the present stage. Lack of tzme
and 1nformatux:had prevented him from considerlng the inclusion of mineral v

products, but he agreed that the European Parliament should study this further.

“He then turhed to the question of southern Africa'and'humne'rights; He
,iioped that the ACP delegatee‘would'net'leeve the Conference feeling'that the
EEC was trying to interfere_in thebinternal affairs of their cetntriesg -He
egreed‘that there_wes a fundamental difference between the OPPreseive regimes
in'southern.Afriée that were:besed on thebinstitutionalized philosophy ef'
apartheld and the denial of human rights by a regxme that depended on the llfe

of one person.

At the same time‘he felt that a provision or regulation on human rights
should be considered carefully at some time in the future. This could
strengthen the Convention, in particular vis-a-vis outside crities, by
underlining its common political philosophy and the common standards to which
all its menbers adhered in principle. This was however a delicate matter

which could not be rushed.
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The generalrr;pporteur at the following year's Conference would be &
-delegate of an ACP state. Lord REAY felt that the Coﬁference prbcedure
would be improved if informatlon relatlng to the meeting of the Counczl of
Ministers were made avallable 1mmed1ate1y to the rapporteur and the

rapporteur invited to attend the mmeting of the CounCll

He fglt that considerable progress had been‘made at this yéar;s
Aésembly compared with that of 1a§t year. Since the oil crisis of
1973 there:had been constant international consultatidns at éllriévels
and the Conference had succeeded in~és£ablishing valuable ontacts

and trust between delegates on both sides.
(Applaugde)
Mr ADJIBADE tabled an oral amendment to paragraph 17 of the motion

‘ffor a resolution saéking to ingsert the words 'and against racialism"

after the word 'independence'.
The rapporteur said that he could accept this amendment.

_On a proposal from the President, the Assembly decided to take‘the

amendment into consideration.

The Assembly now voted on the motion for a resolution and first

adopted Mr Adjibade's amendment.
It then adopted the motion for a resolution, accordingly modified.

2, Document received
‘The President announced that he had recg}ved from Mr Bersani and
Mr Kasongo, chairmen, on behalf of the Joint Committee, a motion for a
resolution on .
=~
cooperation with the representatives of the economic
and social groups of the ACP States and the EEC (Doc. 7/77).

The Assgmbly decided to consider this documaﬁt immediately.
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3. COOEQration with representatives of economic and social groups

‘Mr BERSANI, in his capacity as co-chairman of the Joinr'.tomittée, :
A presanted a motion on cooperation wath represontatives of econonic and
- social interests in the AP and EEC States. ‘ ' ' \

After expressmg ‘his satisfaction at the resulta achievcd at thakmting
held on the previous day, he pointed out that the participants hadxunanlmusly
advocated the organization of an annual dialogue of: this kind in. order‘ to
v,promote participation of the various social groups in the implanentatﬁ:on of.
‘the Convention of Lome. : : “ o

A

However, oﬁinions differed on the best way of :unplemantating suoha ?

- project. Some people felt that the provisions of Article B0(5) of the

- Convention provided the necéssary framework for the Consu‘ltatiire Aosubly
and ita bodies, while others maintained that participation of econouuo and

- social interests: ahould also be encouraged m other agemios. such as. ehe

. centre for Industrial Development and the Jomt Centre for Agricultural '
Development perhaps on the basis of Article 74 of the c.onvontion. ,l'inally ‘

- some "delegates wanted an- institutional fra,mework to be provided tapiﬁly for S ,

" this dialogue while others preferred to await the outcome: of the:. studiu and L
initiatives of the other institutions established under ‘the Conwmtim TR

In view of t'he complex nature of the problem and the diversity of the
posxtions adopted, the Joint Committee requested the cOnsultative Assambly
for authorisation to continue its consideration of procedures for closar
cooperation with representatives of economic and social interests in the
ACP and EEC States- it would report back later. R

The assembly then voted on the motion for a resolution cuntained in . . ;
document 7/77. 'The motion was adopted. v o " | o 1

. Closure of the second annual meeting : RIRTIE o ;

After thanking the participants, the President daclared the socond
: annual meeting of the ACP-~EEC Consultative Assembly closed. ‘

The sitting was elosed at 10.40 a.m.
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