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The European Parlia
ment 

CHAPTER/ 

MEMBERS OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

Rule 1 

I. The European Parliament is the Assembly el
ected on the basis of the Treaties, the Act of 20 Sep
tember 1976 concerning the election of the representa
tives of the Assembly by direct universal suffrage and 
national legislation which derives from the Treaties. 

2. Persons elected to the European Parliament shall 
be referred to as: 
'Medlemmer af Europa-Parlamentet' 
in Danish, 
'Mitglieder des Europaischen Parlaments' 
in German, 
'Bou.Asu-r&<; -rou EuproxatKOU Kmvo6ouA.iou' 
in Greek, 
'Members of the European Parliament' 
in English, 
'Deputes au Parlement europeen' 
in French, 
'Deputati al Parlamento europeo' 
in Italian, 
'Leden van bet Europese Parlement' 
in Dutch. 

Rule 2 

The Independent Com- 1. Members of the European Parliament shall be 
munity mandate elected in general, direct and secret elections in the 

Member States of the European Community. 

2. Members of the European Parliament shall vote 
on an individual and personal basis. They shall not be 
bound .by any instructions and shall not receive a bind
ing mandate. 

3. Members shall enjoy privileges and immunities 
in accordance with the Protocol on the Privileges and 
Immunities of the European Communities, annexed to 
the Treaty of8 April 1965 establishing a single Council 
and a single Commission of the European Communi
ties. 

4. Passes to allow Members to circulate freely in the 
Member States shall be issued to them by the President 
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of Parliament as soon as their election has been notif
ied to him. 

Rule 3 

Attendance of Members 1. A register of attendance shall be laid open for 
at sittings and votes signature by Members at each sitting. 

Financial situation of 
Members 

Waiver of immunity 

10 

2. The names of Members present, as shown in the 
register of attendance, shall be recorded in the minutes 
of each sitting. 

3. In the event of a roll-call vote the minutes shall 
record the names of Members who took part in the 
vote and how they voted. 

Rule 4 

The Bureau shall adopt rules governing the payment of 
expenses and allowances to Members. 

Rule 5 

1. Any request addressed to the President by the 
appropriate authority of a Member State that the 
immunity of a Member be waived shall be communi
cated to Parliament and referred to the appropriate 
committee. 

2. The committee shall consider such a request 
without delay but shall not go into the merits of the 
case. It shall hear the Member concerned at his 
request. If he is in custody, he may have himself repre
sented by another Member. 

3. Should a Member be arrested or prosecuted after 
having been found in the act of committing an offence, 
any other Member may request that the proceedings be 
suspended or that he be released. 

4. The report of the committee shall be placed at the 
head ofthe agenda of the first sitting following the day 
on which it was tabled. 
Discussion shall be confined to the reasons for or 
against the waiver of immunity. 

The committee's report contains a proposal for a decision which 
simply recommends the adoption or rejection of the request for the 
waiver of immunity. No amendments may be tablPd to the proposal 
for a decision. After Parliament has considered the matter, a single 



Verification of creden
tials 

Term of office 

vote is taken on the proposal contained in the report. If this proposal is 
rejected, the contrary decision is deemed adopted. 

(Interpretation given by the Committee on the Rules of Procedure and 
Petitions and announced in Parliament on /4 September 1981) 

5. The President shall immediately communicate 
Parliament's decision to the appropriate authority of 
the Member State concerned. 

Rule 6 

1. Parliament shall verify the credentials of newly 
elected Members and rule on any dispute referred to it 
pursuant to the provisions of the Act of 20 Septem
ber 1976, except those based on national electoral 
laws. 

2. Credentials shall be verified without delay on the 
basis of a report drawn up by the Committee on the 
Verification of Credentials set up pursuant to Rules 91 
and 96. 

3. Until such time as a Member's credentials have 
been verified or ruling has been given on any dispute, 
the Member shall take his seat in Parliament and on its 
committees and shall enjoy all the rights attaching 
thereto. 

Role 7 

1. A Member's term of office shall begin and end as 
laid down in the Act of 20 September 1976. It shall 
also end on death or resignation. 

2. A Member who fails to gain re-election shall con
tinue to sit until the opening of the first sitting of 
Parliament following the elections. 

3. A Member's resignation shall be notified by him 
in writing to the President, who shall inform Parlia
ment, which shall establish that there is a vacancy. 

4. Incompatibilities resulting from national legisla
tion and appointments by the Member States shall be 
no1ified by the latter to the President, who shall inform 
Parliament, which shall take note thereof. 
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Incompatibilities resulting from appointments by the 
competent bodies of the European Communities shall 
be notified by the latter to the President, who shall 
inform Parliament, which shall establish that there is a 
vacancy. 
A vacancy shall exist as from the date on which a 
Member's appointment to a function incompatible 
with the office of Member of Parliament takes effect. 
5. If the notification referred to in paragraph 4 
above is contested by the Member concerned or by any 
other Member, note shall not be taken thereof nor shall 
the existence of a vacancy be established. Such dis
putes shall be dealt with in accordance with para
graph 7 below. 

6. When Parliament has established that a vacancy 
exists, it shall inform the Member State concerned 
thereof. 

7. Any dispute concerning the validity of the 
appointment of a Member whose credentials have 
already been verified shall be referred to the appro
priate committee, which shall report to Parliament not 
later tha~ at the beginning of the next part-session. 
A. End of the term of office: 
The following shall be considered as the date qf the £nd of the term q{ 
office and the effective date of a vacancy 
- in the event of death: date of death 
- in the event of resignation: the date when the President receives the 

letter of resignation or a later (but not earlier) date spec((ted in his 
letter by the resigning Member; 
in the event of appointment to functions incompatible with the 
office of a Member of the European Parliament. either in respect 
of national electoral law, or in respect of Article 6 of the Act of 20 
September 1976: the date on which the appointment takes ~{feet 
(Rule 7(4) 

B. Beginning of the term of office of the successcr: 
In the event of the death or resignation of a Member, his successor 
ma.v sit in Parliament and on its bodies once th~ President of the 
European Parliament has been notified of the successor's name by the 
Member State concerned. 
In the event of incompatibility, where Parliament either itse(f esta
blishes that there is a vacancy or takes note of nrOt(fication by the 
Member State concerned, the possibility o.f contesting the notification, 
pursuant to Rule 7(5), must not be precluded. Therefore, the successor 
mav not sit in Parliament or on its bodies until it ha.s been established 
that there is a vacancv. or until Parliament has t.aken nole of this 
vacanCJ' and until the Member State has not(fi~d the successor's 
name. 
(Interpretation given by the Committee on the Rules of Procedure and 
Petitions and announced in Parliament on 20 Nm,ember /981) 



Code of Conduct 

Rule 8 

Parliament may lay down a Code of Conduct fot its 
Members. This Code shall be adopted pursuant to 
Rule 112(2) and attached to these Rules of Proce-iure 
as an annex. 
This Code shall not in any way prejudice or restrict a 
Member in the exercise of his office or of any po hical 
or other activity relating thereto. 
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CHAPTER II 

SESSIONS OF PARLIAMENT 

Rule 9 

Convening of Parliament ·1. The electoral period shall run concurrently with 
the term of office of Members provided for in the Act 
of 20 September 1976. 

Venue of sittings and 
meetings 

14 

The session shall be the annual period prescribed by 
the Act and the Treaties. 
The part-session shall be the meeting of Parliament 
convened as a rule each month and subdivided into 
daily sittings. 

2. Parliament shall meet, without requiring to be 
convened, on the second Tuesday in March each year 
and shall itself determine the duration of adjourn
ments of the session. 

3. Parliament shall, moreover, meet without requir
ing to be convened on the first Tuesday after expiry of 
an interval of one month from the end of the period 
referred· to in Article 9(1) of the Act of 20 Septem
ber 1976. 

4. The enlarged Bureau may alter the duration of 
adjournments decided pursuant to paragraph 2 by a 
reasoned decision of a majority of its members taken 
at least two weeks before the date previously fixed by 
Parliament for resuming the session; the date of 
resumption shall not, however, be postponed for more 
than two weeks. 

5. Exceptionally, the President shalt, after consult
ing the enlarged Bureau, convene Parliament at the 
request of a majority of its Members or at the request 
of the Commission or the Council. 
The President may also, by way of exception and with 
the approval of the enlarged Bureau, convene Parlia
ment at the request of one-third of its Members. 

Rule 10 

1. Parliament shall hold its sittings and its commit
tee meetings at the place fixed as its seat under the 
provisions of the Treaties. 



2. Exceptionally, however, on a resolution adopted 
by a majority of its current Members, Parliament may 
decide to hold one or more sittings elsewhere than at 
its seat. 

3. Any committee may decide to ask that one or 
more meetings be held away from the said seat. Its 
request, with the reasons therefor, shall be made to the 
President, who shall place it before the Bureau. If the 
matter is urgent, the President may take the decision 
himself. Should the decision taken by the Bureau or 
the President be unfavourable, the reasons therefor 
shall be stated. 
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Oldest Member 

Nominations and 
general provisions 

Election of President 
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CHAPTER Ill 

OFFICERS OF PARLIAMENT 

Rule 11 

1. At the sitting provided for under Rule 9(3), and at 
any other sitting held for the purpose of electing the 
President and the Bureau, the oldest Member present 
shall take the Chair until the President has been 
declared elected. 

2. No business shall be transacted while the oldest 
Member is in the Chair unless it is concerned with the 
election of the President or the verification of creden
tials. 

If a question relating to the verification of credentials is raised when 
the Oldest Member is in the Chair, the latter refers the matter to the 
Committee on the Verification of Credentials which is to be set up 
(See also explanatory note on Rule 96). 

(Interpretation given by the Committee on the Rules of Procedure and 
Petitions and announced in Parliament on 14 September 1981) 

Rule 12 

1. The President, Vice-Presidents and Quaestors 
shall be elected by secret ballot. Nominations shall be 
with consent. They may only be made by a political 
group or by at least ten Members. However, if the 
number of nominations does not exceed the number of 
seats to be filled, the candidates may be elected by 
acclamation. 

2. Four Members chosen by lot shall count the 
votes cast in a secret ballot. Candidates shall not act as 
tellers. 

3. In the election of the President, Vice-Presidents 
and Quaestors, account should be taken of the need to 
ensure an overall fair representation of Member States 
and political views. 

Rule 13 

1. The President shall be elected first. Nominations 
shall be handed before each ballot to the oldest Mem
ber, who shall announce them to Parliament. If after 
three ballots no candidate has obtained an absolute 



Election of Vice
Presidents 

Election of Quaestors 

Term of office 

majority of the votes cast, the fourth ballot shall be 
confined to the two Members who have obtained the 
highest number of votes in the third ballot. In the event 
of a tie the elder candidate shall be declared elected. 

2. As soon as the President has been elected, the 
oldest Member shall vacate the Chair. 

Rule 14 

l. The Vice-Presidents shall then be elected on a 
single ballot paper. Thoses who on the first ballot, up 
to the number of twelve, obtain an absolute majority 
of the votes cast shall be declared elected in the numer
ical order of their votes. Should the number of candi
dates elected be less than the number of seats to be 
filled, a second ballot shall be held under the same 
conditions to fill the remaining seats. Should a third 
ballot be necessary, a relative majority shall suffice for 
election to the remaining seats. In the event of a tie the 
oldest candidates shall be declared elected. 

2. Subject to the provisions of Rule 1 7(1 ), the Vice
Presidents shall take precedence in the order in which 
they were elected, and in the event of a tie, by age. 
Where they are not elected by secret ballot, the order in 
which their names are read out to the House by the 
President shall determine the order of precedence. 

Rule 15 

After the election of the Vice-Presidents, Parliament 
shall elect five Quaestors. 
The Quaestors shall be elected by the same procedure 
as Vice-Presidents. 

Rule 16 

l. The term of office of the President, Vice-Presi
dents and Quaestors shall be two and a half years. 

2. Should a vacancy for one of these positions occur 
before the expiry of this term, the Member elected 
shall serve only for the unexpired period of his prede
cessor's term of office. 
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Vacancies 

Rule 17 

1. Should it be necessary for the President, a Vice
President or a Quaestor to be replaced~ his successor 
shall be elected in accordance with the above provi
sions. 
A newly elected Vice-President shall take the place of 
his predecessor in the order of precedence. 

2. Should the seat become vacant during an ad
journment of the session, the political group to which 
the Member whose seat has become vacant belonged 
shall nominate a candidate for temporary membership 
of the Bureau pending the election referred to in para
graph 1. 
The nomination shall be placed before the enlarged 
Bureau for ratification. 
A temporary member of the Bureau shall enjoy the 
same rights as a Vice-President. 
Should the President's seat become vacant, the first 
Vice-President shall act as President. 

Rule 18 

Duties of the President 1. The President shall direct all the activities of Par
liament and of its bodies under the conditions laid 
down in these Rules. He shall enjoy all the powers 
necessary to preside over the proceedings of Parlia
ment and to ensure that they are properly con
ducted. 

18 

2. The duties of the President shall be to open, 
adjourn and close sittings; to ensure observance of 
these Rules, maintain order, call upon speakers, close 
debates, put matters to the vote and announce the 
results of votes; and to refer to committees any com
munications that concern them. 

3. The President may speak in a debate only to sum 
up or to call speakers to order. Should he wish to take 
part in a debate, he shall vacate the Chair and shall not 
resume it until that debate is over. 

4. Parliament shall be represented in international 
relations, on ceremonial occasions and in administra
tive, legal or financial matters by the President, who 
may delegate these powers. 



Duties of the Vice
Presidents 

Rule 19 

Should the President. be absent or unable to discharge 
his duties, or should he wish to take part in a debate 
pursuant to Rule 18(3), he shall be replaced by one of 
the Vice-Presidents pursuant to Rule 14(2). 

Rule 20 

Duties of the Quaestors The Quaestors shall be responsible for administrative 
and financial matters directly concerning Members, 
pursuant to guidelines laid down by the Bureau. 
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Composition of the 
Bureau 

CHAPTER IV 

BUREAU OF PARLIAMENT 

Rule 21 

.1. The Bureau shall consist of the President and the 
twelve Vice-Presidents of Parliament. 

2. The Quaestors shall be members of the Bureau in 
an advisory capacity. 

3. Should voting in· the Bureau result in· a tie, the 
President shall have a casting vote. 

Rule 22 

Functions of the Bureau 1. The Bureau shall carry out the duties assigned to 
it under the Rules of Procedure. 

Composition of the 
enlarged Bureau 
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2. The Bureau shall take financial and organization
al decisions on matters concerning Members, Parlia
ment and its bodies. 

3. The Bureau, after consulting th.e appropriate 
committee, shall decide the number of officials and 
other servants and lay down regulations relating to 
their administrative and financial situation. 

4. The President and/or the Bureau may entrust one 
or more members of the Bureau with general or spe
cific tasks lying within the competence ()[the President 
and/or the Bureau. At the same time the ways and 
means of carrying them out shall be laid down. 

5. When a new Parliament is elected, the outgoing 
Bureau shall remain in office until the first sitting of 
the new Parliament. 

Rule 23 

1. The enlarged Bureau shall consist of the Bureau 
and the chairmen of the political groups. 
The chairman of a political group may arrange to be 
represented by a member of his group. 

2. The non-attached Members shall delegate two of 
their number to attend meetings of the enlarged Bur
eau, without having the right to vote. 



Functions of the 
enlarged Bureau 

Accountability of the 
Bureau and enlarged 
Bureau 

3. Should voting in the enlarged Bureau result in a 
tie, the President shall have a casting vote. 

Rule 24 

1. The enlarged Bureau shall carry out the duties 
assigned to it under the Rules of Procedure. 

2. The enlarged Bureau shall take decisions on ques
tions relating to Parliament's internal organization and 
on matters affecting relations with non-Community 
institutions and organizations. 

3. The enlarged Bureau shall deliberate on relations 
with the other institutions and bodies of the Commu
nities. 

4. The enlarged Bureau shall adopt Parliament's 
preliminary draft estimates in accordance with Rule 
114(2). 

Rule 25 

1. A list of the decisions taken at the meetings of the 
Bureau and the enlarged Bureau shall be translated 
into the official languages, printed and distributed to 
all Members of Parliament, unless the Bureau or the 
enlarged Bureau exceptionally, for reasons of confi
dentiality, decides otherwise. 

2. Any Member may ask questions related to the 
work of the Bureau, the enlarged Bureau and the 
Quaestors. Such questions shall be submitted to the 
President in writing and published in the Bulletin of 
Parliament within thirty days of tabling, together with 
the answers given. 
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Formation of political 
groups 

CHAPTER V 

POLITICAL GROUPS 

Rule 26 

.L Members may form themselves into groups 
according to their political affinities. 

2. A political group shall be considered to have been 
set up after the President has been handed a statement 
to that effect containing the name of the group, the 
signatures of its members and the composition of its 
Bureau. 

3. This statement shall be published in the Official 
Journal of the European Communities. 

4. A Member may not belong to more than one 
group. 

5. A minimum number of twenty-one Members 
shall be required to form a political group if all the 
Members come from a single Member State. The cor
responding number shall be fifteen if the Members 
come from two Member States and ten if they come 
from three or more Member States. 

Rule 27 

Non-attached Members 1. Non-attached Members shall be those who do 
not belong to a political group. 
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2. The Non-attached Members shall delegate two of 
their number to attend meetings of the enlarged Bur
eau, without having the right to vote. 

3. The Non-attached Members shall be provided 
with administrative facilities and a secretariat, the 
composition and size of which shall be determined by 
the enlarged Bureau on a proposal from the Secretary
General, having regard to the number of Non-attached 
Members. 

4. The speaking time of Non-attached Members 
shall be calculated in accordance with Rule 65(.7). The 
time thus obtained shall be doubled so as to take 
account of the great diversity of political views among 
the Non-attached Members and enable., as far as pos
sible, each such view to be expressed. 



Allocation of seats in 
the Chamber 

Each Non-attached Member shall be accorded the 
same speaking time. If he does not wish to use his 
speaking time he may assign it to another Non
attached Member. 
The rules governing the utilization of speaking time 
shall be determined by the enlarged Bureau. 

5. The allocation of seats on the various committees 
to Non-attached Members shall be made in accord
ance with the provisions of Rule 92. 

Rule 28 

The enlarged Bureau shall decide how seats in the 
Chamber are to be allocated among the political 
groups, the Non-attached Members and the institu
tions of the Communities. 
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CHAPTER VI 

ACTIVITIES OF PARLIAMENT 

Section 1 

Relations with the Commission, the Council and the 
Foreign Ministers meeting in Political Cooperation 

Rule 29 

Annual General Report 1. The annual general report of the Commission on 
of the Commission the activities of the Communities shall be distributed 

immediately after publication. 

Motion of censure on 
the Commission 

24 

2. The various parts of the report shall be referred to 
the appropriate committees. 

3. ' Committees consulted under paragraph 2 shall 
not be obliged to submit a report. 
Any committee may, where it feels it necessary for 
Parliament to make known its views on certain essen
tial problems raised by the general report, bring these 
problems up in plenary sitting by resorting to one of 
the existing procedures. 

Role 30 

1. A motion of censure on the Commission may be 
handed to the President of Parliament by a political 
group or one-tenth of the current Members of Parlia
ment. 

2. The motion shall be presented in writing, labelled 
'motion of censure' and supported by reasons. It shall 
be printed and distributed in the official languages as 
soon as it is received, and brought to the notice of the 
Commission. 

3. The President shall announce to Members that a 
motion of censure has been tabled immediately he 
receives it, and where the motion of censure is received 
during an adjournment of the session, he shall repeat 
that announcement at the beginning of the first part
session following receipt of the motion. The debate on 
the motion shall not be opened until at least twenty
four hours after its receipt is announced. The vote shall 
not be taken on the motion until at least forty-eight 
hours after the beginning of the debate. Voting shall be 
by open vote by way of roll call. 



ECSC Treaty amend
ments 

Consultation of Parlia
ment 

4. The motion of censure shall be adopted only if it 
secures a two-thirds majority of the votes cast, repre
senting a majority of the Members of Parliament. The 
result of the vote shall be notified to the President of 
the Commission and the President of the Council. 

Rule 31 

1. Amendments proposed by the Commission and 
the Council under Article 95 of the ECSC Treaty shall 
be printed at the same time as the assenting opinion 
thereon delivered by the Court of Justice. 
These documents shall be distributed and referred to 
the appropriate committee. In its report the committee 
shall recommend either adoption or rejection of the 
proposed amendment as a whole. 

2. No amendment thereto shall be admissible, and 
voting item by item shall not be permitted. For adop
tion the proposed amendment as a whole shall require 
a three-quarters majority of the votes cast, represent
ing a two-thirds majority of the Members of Parlia-
ment. · 

3. Any Member may table a motion for a resolution 
proposing to the Commission and Council amend
ments to the ECSC Treaty under Article 95 of that 
Treaty. 
Such motions shall be printed, distributed and referred 
to the appropriate committee. They shall be adopted 
only if they secure the votes of a majority of the current 
Members of Parliament. 

Rule 32 

1. Requests from the Council or Commission for an 
opinio~ or for advice shall be printed and distributed. 
The President shall refer such requests to the appro
priate committee for consideration. 

2. A list of these ·requests for an opinion or for 
advice shall be published in the Bulletin of Parliament, 
together with decisions on referral. 

3. Without prejudice to Rules 33 and 34, Parliament 
shall discuss the proposal on which its opinion has 
been sought on the basis ofthe report drawn up by the 
committee responsible pursuant to Rule 100. The con-
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Delegation of the power 
of decision to commit· 
tees 

26 

sultation procedure shall end with a vote on the whole 
text of the motion for a resolution contained in the 
report. 

4. Parliament shall first vote on the amendments to 
the proposal with which the report of the committee 
responsible is concerned, then on the proposal, 
amended or otherwise, then on the motion for a reso
lution contained in the report and any amendments 
tabled to it. Finally, Parliament shall vote on the 
motion for a resolution as a whole (1). 

5. The text of the proposal as adopted by Parlia
ment and its accompanying resolution shall be for
warded to the Council and Commission by the Presi
dent as Parliament's opinion. 

Rule 33 

1. Where Parliament is consulted on a predomi
nantly technical matter of no general importance, the 
President may propose to Parliament that the request 
for an opinion or for advice be referred to the appro
priate committee with the power to take a decision. If 
there are no objections, this proposal shall be deemed 
to have been adopted. Failing this, Parliament shall, 
after hearing one speaker in favour and one against, 
vote on the President's proposal by show of hands. 

2. If at least one-tenth of the Members of Parlia
ment are opposed to the referral for a decision pro
vided for in paragraph 1, this referral shall not take 
place and the request for an opinion or for advice shall 
be referred to the appropriate committee pursuant to 
Rule 32. 

3. Where one-third of the members of the commit
tee to which a request for an opinion or for advice has 
been referred pursuant to paragraph 1 request that the 
matter be referred back to Parliament, the procedure 
provided for in Rule 32 shall apply. 

4. Where paragraph 1 is applied, all the rules con
cerning the public conduct of proceedings in Parlia
ment shall apply to the meetings of the committee. 

(I) See also Chapter IX. 



Procedure without 
debate 

5. Once the opinion of the committee responsible 
has been adopted pursuant to this Rule, the President 
shall inform Parliament thereof and forward the com
mittee's opinion to the Council and Commission as 
Parliament's opinion. 

Rule 34 

1. Where the committee responsible requests that 
its report be adopted by Parliament without debate, or 
where the committee has delivered an opinion on a 
Commission proposal without report pursuant to Rule 
99( 1) or in accordance with the simplified procedure 
pursuant to Rule 99(2), the proposal or report in ques
tion shall be included in the agenda of the part-session 
following the decision by the committee. 

2. The proposal and, where appropriate, the motion 
for a resolution contained in the report shall be put to 
the vote without debate unless a political group or at 
least ten Members of Parliament lodge a protest in 
advance. In the latter case the proposal shall be refer
red back to the committee responsible for reconsider
ation. 

Rule 35 

Rejection of a Commis- l. If a Commission proposal fails to secure a major
sion proposal ity of the votes cast, the President shall, before Parlia

ment votes on the motion for a resolution, request the 
Commission to withdraw the proposal. 

2. If the Commission does so, the President shall 
hold the consultation procedure on the proposal to be 
superfluous and shall inform the Council according
ly. 

3. If the Commission does not withdraw its propo
sal, Parliament may decide not to vote on the motion 
for a resolution and to refer the matter back to the 
committee responsible. 

In this case, the committee shall report back to Parlia
ment within one month or, in exceptional cases, any 
shorter period decided by Parliament. 
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Rule 36 

Amendment of a Com- 1. Where the Commission proposal as a whole is 
mission proposal adopted, but on the basis of amendments which have 

also been adopted, Parliament may decide, on a pro
posal from the chairman or rapporteur of the commit
tee responsible, to postpone the vote on the motion for 
a resolution until the Commission has stated its posi
tion on Parliament's amendments. 

Renewed consultation 

2. Where the Commission announces that it does 
not intend to adopt Parliament's amendments, Parlia
ment may decide, on a proposal from the chairman or 
rapporteur of the committee responsible, to postpone 
the vote on the motion for a resolution. The matter 
shall be deemed to be referred back to the committee 
responsible for reconsideration. In this case, the com
mittee shall report back to Parliament within one 
month or, in exceptional cases, any shorter period 
decided by Parliament. 

The referral procedure pursuant to Rule 36(2) forms part of the 
consultation procedure. Rule 36 specifies that the chairman or rap
porteur of the committee responsible may propose that the vote on a 
motion for a resolution be postponed. This provision means that the 
chairman or rapporteur of the committee in question has not only a 
right but also a duty to advise Parliament after gauging the Commis
sion's attitude. 

Application of Rule 36(2) does not preclude a request for referral being 
tabled by other Members pursuant to Rule 85. 

(Interpretation given by the Committee on the Rules of Procedure and 
Petitions and announced in Parliament on 14 September 1981) 

Rule 37 

Where the Commission withdraws its initial proposal 
after Parliament has delivered its opinion in order to 
replace it with another text, or substantially amends 
the proposal on which Parliament originally delivered 
an opinion, the President shall request that Parliament 
be consulted once again. 

Rule 38 

Conciliation procedure 1. Where, in the case of certain important Commu
nity decisions, the Council intends to depart from the 
opinion of Parliament, a procedure f<>r conciliation 
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with the Council, with the active participation of the 
Commission, may be opened by Parliament when 
delivering its opinion. 

2. This procedure shall be initiated by Parliament, 
either at its own or at the Council's initiative. 

3. The delegation which consults with the Council 
shall consist of a number of Members corresponding to 
the number of Members of the Council; it shall reflect 
the political composition of Parliament, care being 
taken to ensure balanced representation of political 
tendencies; in principle it shall include the chairmen 
and the rapporteurs ofthe committees concerned. The 
delegation shall be led by the President of Parliament 
or by one of the Vice-Presidents. 

4. The committee responsible shall report on the 
results of the conciliation. This report shall be debated 
and voted on by Parliament. 

Rule 39 

Departure from Parlia- 1. Parliament shall periodically review the Council 
ment's opinion decisions on which it has been consulted to ensure that 

they reflect its opinions. Where the Council feels 
impelled to depart from Parliament's opinion on mat
ters of particular importance which are not the subject 
of conciliation pursuant to Rule 38, Parliament shall 
ask the Council to explain the reasons for its deci
sion. 

Statements by the Com
mission, the Council 
and the Foreign 
Ministers meeting 
in Political Cooperation 

2. Where the Council informs Parliament that it 
intends to depart from Parliament's opinion on a mat
ter which does not fall under Rule 38 , the President 
shall inform the committee reponsible which shall 
decide on the action to be taken in such a case and, 
possibly, submit a proposal to Parliament. 

Rule 40 

1. Members of the Commission and the Council 
and the Foreign Ministers meeting in Political Cooper
ation may at any time ask the President for permission 
to make a statement. The President shall decide when 
the statement may be made. 

2. Unless Parliament decides otherwise, such a 
statement shall not be followed by a debate. Members 
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Questions for oral 
answer with debate 
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may, however, avail themselves of a period of thirty 
minutes in which to put brief and concise questions 
with a view to clarifying specific points in such state
ments. 

Rule 41 

1. . The President of the Foreign Ministers meeting 
in Political Cooperation shall be asked to submit an 
annual report to Parliament on the progress made in 
European political cooperation. Parliament shall dis
cuss this report. 

2. Four colloquies shall also be held each year at 
which the Ministers will meet members of the appro
priate committee of Parliament. 

Section 2 

Questions to the Commission, the Council and the For
eign Ministers meeting in Political Cooperation 

Rule 42 

1. Questions may be put to the Commission, to the 
Council or to the Foreign Ministers meeting in Politic
al Cooperation by a committee, a political group or 
five or more Members in order that they may be placed 
on the agenda· of Parliament and dealt with by the 
procedure provided for under this Rule. 
Such questions, which may also relate to problems of a 
general nature, shall be submitted in writing to the 
President, who shall place them before the enlarged 
Bureau at the next meeting held for the purpose of 
drawing up the draft agenda. 
Subject to the provisions below, during each part
session each political group shall have the right to have 
not more than one question dealt with by the proce
dure with debate. 
These questions shall not be included in the agenda of 
a part-session if that agenda already provides for the 
subject to be discussed with the participation of the 
institutions concerned; they will, however, be included 
in the debate. If a question relates to a report tabled by 
a committee but not yet considered by Parliament, 
Parliament shall vote on whether it shall be placed on 
the agenda. 



The enlarged Bureau shall, taking account of the above 
requirements, exercise its discretion in deciding the 
order on the agenda of these questions. 

2. The enlarged Bureau shall decide whether the 
Commission or the Council is to be consulted. It shall 
decide whether the question is to be converted into a 
question for written answer, for oral answer at Ques
tion Time, or is to be dealt with by oral procedure 
without debate under Rule 43 or by the procedure 
provided for under this Rule. 

The decision of the enlarged Bureau shall be notified 
immediately to the questioner and to the institutions 
concerned. 

The procedure for questions under this Rule may be 
proposed only where notice of the question can be 
given within the following time-limits: if the question 
is addressed to the Commission, at least one week and 
if to the Council, at least five weeks before the opening 
of the sitting on whose agenda it is to appear. 

In urgent cases, the President may propose directly to 
Parliament that a question which could not be placed 
before the enlarged Bureau under the foregoing condi
tions be placed on the agenda. Such questions, together 
with any that could not be notified within the time
limit specified above, may be placed on the agenda 
only with the agreement of the institution to which 
they are addressed. 

3. Questions may be put to the Foreign Ministers 
meeting in Political Cooperation under the same con
ditions as laid down in this Rule for questions to the 
Council. 

4. One of the questioners may speak to the question 
for not more than ten minutes. One member of the 
institution concerned shall answer. Other Members of 
Parliament may speak for not more than five minutes, 
and may do so only once. 

One of the questioners may, at his request, comment 
for not more than five minutes on the answer given. 

5. In order to wind up the debate on a question 
under this Rule, any committee or political group, or 
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five or more Members, may place before the President 
a motion for a resolution with a request that an early 
vote be taken on it. 
As soon as the motion for a resolution has been distri
buted, Parliament shall first decide, if necessary after 
hearing one of the movers, whether an early vote is to 
be taken. 
Should an early vote be decided upon, the motion for a 
resolution shall be put to the vote at voting time of the 
next sitting without referral to committee. Only expla
nations of vote shall be permitted. 

Rule 42(5) does not apply to oral questions with debate to be dealt with 
in a debate pursuant to the fourth subparagraph of Rule 42( 1). 

(Interpretation given by the Committee on the Rules of Procedure and 
Petitions and announced in Parliament on 5 May 1981) 

The vote on a request for an early vote on a motion for a resolution to 
wind up a debate on an oral question must take place, pursuant to the 
second sub-paragraph of Rule .42(5), as soon as the motion for a 
resolution has been distributed, 1/ possible at the end of the debate. 
The vote on the motion for a resolution itself must take place at the 
next sitting, at a time fixed by the President. 

(Interpretation given by the Committee on the Rules of Procedure and 
Petitions and announced in Parliament on 20 November 1981) 

6. The enlarged Bureau may ask the authors of 
questions to reword them. 

7. At the request of the author of a question for oral 
answer with debate, acting in agreement with any co
authors, the question may be withdrawn by them, but 
may be immediately taken over by any other Member, 
under the conditions set out in paragraph 1 above, with 
the agreement of Parliament deciding by vote without 
debate. 

Rule 43 

1. Any Member may put questions to the Commis
sion, to the Council or to the Foreign Ministers meet
ing in Political Cooperation and ask that they be 
placed on the agenda of Parliament and dealt with by 
the procedure provided for under this Rule. 
Such questions shall be submitted in writing to the 
President, who shall place them before the enlarged 
Bureau at the next meeting held for the purpose of 
drawing up the draft agenda. 



Question Time 

The enlarged Bureau shall decide whether the question 
is to be converted into a question for written answer or 
for oral answer at Question Time, or whether it is to be 
dealt with by the procedure provided under this 
Rule. 

The decision of the enlarged Bureau shall be notified 
immediately to the questioner and to the institutions 
concerned. If the question is addressed to the Commis
sion such notification shall be made at least one week, 
and if to the Council, at least five weeks before the 
opening of the sitting on whose agenda it is to 
appear. 

2. Questions may be put to the Foreign Ministers 
meeting in Political Cooperation under the same con
ditions as laid down in this Rule for questions to the 
Council. 

3. Questions shall be clearly worded and relate to 
specific points, not to problems of a general nature. 
Parliament shall set aside not more than half a day 
during each part-session for oral answers to these ques
tions. Questions that remain unanswered during that 
period shall be carried forward to the next part-session 
or converted into questions for written answer, as the 
questioner may choose. 

4. The questioner shall read out his question. He 
may speak to it for not more than ten minutes. A 
member of the institution concerned shall give a brief 
answer. Where the question is addressed to the Com
mission, the questioner may ask one or two supple
mentary questions, to which the member of this insti
tution shall give a brief answer. 

5. The enlarged Bureau may ask the authors of 
questi<?ns to reword them. 

6. If the author of an oral question without debate 
so requests, the question shall be withdrawn. 

Rule 44 

1. Question Time shall be held at each part-session 
at such times as may be decided by Parliament on a 
proposal from the enlarged Bureau. 
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tion Time 
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2. Questions shall be submitted in writing to the 
President, who shall decide whether they are admissi
ble; he shall determine the order in which they will be 
taken, and how they will be grouped. 

The questioner shall be notified immediately of the 
President's decision. 

3. During Question Time any Member may put oral 
questions to the Commission or Council, in accord
ance with the provisions of this Rule. 

4. Questions may be put to the Foreign Ministers 
meeting in Political Cooperation under the same con
ditions as laid down in this Rule for questions to the 
Council. 

5. Questions put to the Council and the Foreign 
Ministers shall be taken first on the second day of 
Question Time. 

6. At each part-session, any Member may put only 
one question respectively to the Commission, the 
Council and the Foreign Ministers. 

7. The procedure for the conduct of Question Time 
shall be governed by guidelines (1). 

Rule 45 

1. Before the close of Question Time, any political 
group or at least five Members may request that a 
debate be held immediately thereafter on the answer 
given by the Commission, the Council or the Foreign 
Ministers meeting in Political Cooperation on a spe
cific matter of general and topical interest. 

2. Such a debate may be requested only after the 
Commission, the Council or the Foreign Ministers has 
or have replied to all supplementary questions on the 
specific matter concerned. 

(I} See Annex I 



Questions for written 
answer 

3. The decision as to whether to hold a debate on 
request shall be taken by the President only at the close 
of Question Time and shall not be subject to debate. If 
he receives more than one request for such a debate, he 
shall decide thereon, without debate. 

4. The debate shall be limited to one hour, exclud
ing speaking time set aside for the Commission, the 
Council or the Foreign Ministers. No Member shall 
speak for more than five minutes. 

5. The order of speaking shall be governed by Rule 
66, the first speaker being a spokesman for the political 
group or the Members who requested the debate. 

Rule 46 

1. Questions for written answer may be put by any 
Member to the Commission, to the Council or to the 
Foreign Ministers meeting in Political Cooperation. 
These questions shall be brief and relate to specific 
points; they shall be submitted in writing to the Presi
dent, who shall communicate them to the institution 
concerned. 

2. Questions to which answers have been giveri shall 
be published, together with the answers, in the Official 
Journal ofthe European Communities. 

3. Que·stions to which no answer has been given 
within one month by the Commission, or within two 
months by the Council or the Foreign Ministers, shall 
also be published in the Official Journal of the Euro
pean Communities. 

Section 3 

Resolutions 

Rule 47 

Motions for resolutions 1. Any Member may table a motion for a resolution 
on a matter falling within the sphere of activities of the 
Communities. Such motions shall be printed and dis
tributed in the official languages and referred to the 
appropriate committee, provided no request is made 
pursuant to Rule 48( 1) or Rule 49( 1 ). 
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Topical and urgent 
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2. The committee shall decide by what procedure 
each motion for a resolution should be considered and 
inform the President and the author or authors of its 
decision. The committee may decide to consider joint
ly similar motions on related subjects and to consider a 
motion for a resolution in conjunction with a text 
which has already been referred to it. 

3. Where the committee decides to draw up a report 
it shall include the text of the motion for a resolution in 
its report. 

Rule 48 

1. A political group or at least twenty-one Members 
may ask the President in writing for a debate to be held 
on a topical and urgent subject, which shall be held as 
part of one of the topical and urgent debates provided 
for in the agenda pursuant to Rule 55(3). Such a 
request must be linked with a motion for a resolution 
tabled pursuant to Rule 47. The President shall notify 
Parliament immediately of any request for topical and 
urgent debate and the motion for a resolution shall be 
printed and distributed in the official languages. 

2. After a meeting with the political group chairmen 
and a representative of the Non-attached Members, 
the President shall draw up a list of sujects to be 
included on the agenda of the next topical and urgent 
debate on the basis of the motions referred to in para
graph 1. He shall inform Parliament of this no later 
than at the beginning of the sitting before such a 
debate. In drawing up this list, the President shall 
ensure that during a part-session a balance is main
tained both between the requests from the political 
groups and between these requests and those from 
individual Members. 
Up to the resumption of the sitting on the afternoon of 
the same day, a political group or at least twenty-one 
Members may oppose this decision in writing, stating 
their reasons, and move that Parliament abandon a 
topic due to be debated and/or include an unscheduled 
topic in the debate. The vote on their objections shall 
take place without debate at the resumption .of the 
sitting. 

3. The total speaking time for the groups and Non
attached Members shall be allocated in accordance 



Written procedure for 
motions for resolutions 

with the procedure laid down in Rule 65(2) to (4) 
within the maximum time for topical and urgent 
debates of three hours per part-session. Should the 
Council or Commission wish to take the floor, their 
speaking time shall not be included in the time set 
aside for such debates. 

4. At the end of the debate there shall be an imme
diate vote on the motion for a resolution. Rule 80 shall 
not apply. 

5. The authors of a motion for a resolution may 
withdraw it at any time before the vote. The motion 
may, however, be retabled by other Members pursuant 
to paragraph 1. 

For a transitional period of no longer than six months, and in excep
tional cases, a motion for a resolution included on the agenda for 
topical and urgent debate which could not be discussed in the time 
allocated for this debate will automatically be deemed to have been 
tabled for inclusion on the agenda of the following part-session pur
suant to the procedure prm•ided for in Rule 48(2). However, such 
mol ions for resolutions have no priority over other motions for reso
lutions tabled for inclusion on the agenda of the same part-session 
pursuant to Rule 48. 

(Interpretation given by the Committee on the Rules a_( Procedure and 
Petitions and announced in Parliament on 14 September 1981) 

Rule 49 

I. Any Member who tables a motion for a resolu
tion pursuant to Rule 47(1) may request that the 
motion be entered in a register. 

2. Members wishing to propose amendments to a 
motion in the register may table an alternative motion. 
Such alternative motions shall be entered beside the 
original motion in the register. 

3. Any Member may add his signature to a motion 
entered in the register. 

4. At the end of each part-session the President shall 
announce how many signatures have been obtained by 
the motions entered in the register. 
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5. Motions that have been signed by at least one half 
of the Members of Parliament shall be forwarded to 
the institutions named by the author. The President 
shall inform Parliament accordingly at its next sit
ting. 

6. A motion that has stood in the register for over. 
two months and has not attracted the signatures of at 
least one half of the Members of Parliament shall 
lapse. However, if the author so requests, it shall be 
referred to the appropriate committee pursuant to 
Rule 47(1). 

Section 4 

The budget and questions of budgetary policy 

Rule 50 

Implementing procedures for examination of the gen
eral budget ofthe European Communities and supple
mentary budgets, in accordance with the Budgetary 
Provisions of the Treaties establishing the European 
Communities and the Treaty of 22 July 1975, shall be 
adopted by resolution of Parliament and annexed to 
these Rules (1). 

Rule 51 

Before the appointment of Members of the Court of 
Auditors by the Council pursuant to Article 206( 4) of 
the EEC Treaty, Parliament shall adopt an opinion on 
this matter on the basis of a motion for a resolution 
tabled by the appropriate committee. 

Rule 52 

1. Parliament shall decide, on the basis of a report 
by the committee responsible, on the granting of a 
discharge to the Commission in respect of the imple
mentation of the general budget.· 

2. A motion for refusal to grant a discharge shall be 
approved only if it obtains the votes of the majority of 
the current Members of Parliament. 

( 1) See Annex II 



Tabling and moving 
amendments 

Section 5 

Amendments 

Rule 53 

1. Any Member may table amendments. Amend
ments shall be tabled in writing and signed by at least 
one of their authors. 

2. An amendment may seek to change the whole or 
part of a text, and may be directed to deleting, adding 
or substituting words. 

3. On a proposal from the President, Parliament 
may fix a time limit for the tabling of amendments. 

4. An amendment may be moved during the debate 
by its author or by any other Memper appointed by the 
author to replace him. 

5. Where an amendment is withdrawn by its author, 
it shall lapse unless immediately taken over by another 
Member. 

6. Unless Parliament decides otherwise, amend
ments shall be put to the vote only after they have been 
printed and distributed in all the official languages. 
Amendments which have not beep. printed and distri
buted in all the official languages spall not be put to the 
vote if at least ten Members object. 

Rule 54 

Admissibility of amend- 1. No amendment shall be admissible if: 
ments 

(a) it does not relate in any way to the text which it 
seeks to ame~d; 

(b) it is tantamount to a motion for rejection of the 
text to which it relates; 

(c) it is established that the wording in at least one of 
the official languages of the text it is sought to 
amend does not call for amendment; in this case 
the President shall seek out a suitable linguistic 
remedy together with those concerned. 

2. An amendment shall lapse if it is ruled out by 
decisions previously taken on the text during the same 
vote. 

39 



40 

3. The President shall decide whether amendments 
are admissible. 

1. Rule 54(l}(b) does not apply to amendments calling for the 
deletion of a unit of a text (for example. an entire article of a Com
mission proposal or an entire paragraph of a motion for a resolu
tion). 

2. An amendment is to be considered inadmissible within the 
meaning of Rule 54( l)(b) if, although seemingly designed to mod{f.v a 
text. it would result in (or would be tantamount to) the total rejection 
of that text (for example. where it amounts to a motion of inadmis· 
sibility or where it .fails to give an alternative to the original text). 

(Interpretation given by the Committee on the Rules of Procedure and 
Petitions and announced in Parliament on 20 November /981) 



Draft agenda 

CHAPTER VII 

AGENDA OF SITTINGS 

Rule SS 

1. Before each part-session, the draft agenda shall be 
drawn up by the enlarged Bureau on the basis of a 
programme prepared by the President, after consulting 
the political groups and the committees. 
Before the opening of each part-session, the final draft 
agenda to be laid before Parliament shall be esta
blished at a meeting between the President and the 
political group chairmen. A representative of the Non
attached Members shall be invited to attend the meet
ing. 
The Commission and the Council may attend the deli
berations on the draft agenda at the invitation of the 
President. 

2. The draft agenda may indicate voting times for 
certain motions for resolutions to be debated. 

3. One or two periods, together totalling a maxi
mum of three hours, shall be set aside in the draft 
agenda for debates on topical and urgent matters pur
suant to Rule 48. 

Rule 56 

Adopting and amending 1. At the beginning of each part-session, Parliament 
the qenda shall decide on the draft agenda submitted to it by the 

President without amendment other than such as may 
be proposed by the latter or to him in writing by at least 
twenty-one Members, on the understanding that a 
political group or at least ten Members shall have the 
right to propose, at each part-session, one amendment 
to the draft agenda. Any such proposals must be 
received by the President at least one hour before the 
opening of the part-session. On such a proposal only 
the mover, one speaker in favour and one speaker 
against may be heard, in each case for a maximum of 
three minutes. 

2. Once adopted, the agenda shall not be amended, 
except in application of Rules 57 and 84 to 88 or on a 
proposal from the President. 
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Uflency 

Joint debate 
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If a procedural motion to amend the agenda is rejected, 
it shall not be tabled again during the same part
session. 

3. Before closing the sitting, the President shall 
announce the date, time and agenda of the next sit
ting. 

Rule 57 

l. A request that a debate on a proposal on which 
Parliament has been consulted pursuant to Rule 32( l) 
be treated as urgent may be made to Parliament by the 
President, by at least twenty-one Members, by a com
mittee, by the Commission or by the Council. This 
request shall be made in writing and supported by 
reasons. 

2. As soon as the President has received a request 
for urgent debate, he shall inform Parliament thereof; 
the vote on that request shall be taken at the beginning 
of the sitting following that during which the text ofthe 
request was printed in the official languages and distri
buted to all Members. Where there are several requests 
for urgent debate on the same subject, the approval or 
rejection of the request for urgent debate shall apply to 
all the requests on the same subject. 

3. Before the vote, only the person making the 
request, one speaker in favour, one speaker against, 
and the chairman and/or rapporteur of the committee 
responsible may be heard, in each case for a maximum 
of three minutes. 

4. Questions to be dealt with by urgent procedure 
shall be given priority over other items on the agenda. 
The President shall determine the time of the debate 
and vote. 

5. An urgent debate may be held without a report 
pursuant to Rule 99(1) or, exceptionally, on the basis of 
an oral report by the committee responsible. 

Rule 58 

A decision may be taken at any time to debate similar 
or factually related items of business jointly. 



Time limits 

Rule 59 

Except in the cases of urgency referred to in Rule 48 
and 57, a debate and vote shall not be opened on a text 
unless it was tabled not later than twelve days before 
the beginning of the part-session and distributed at 
least twenty-four hours previously. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

GENERAL RULES FOR THE CONDUCT OF SIT
TiNGS 

.Rule 60 

Access to the Chamber 1. No person may enter the Chamber except Mem
bers of Parliament, Members of the Commission or 
Council, the Secretary-General of Parliament, mem
bers of the staff whose duties require their presence 
there, and experts or officials of the Communities. 

Languages 

Distribution of docu
ments 

2. Only holders of an admission card duly issued by 
the President or Secretary-General of Parliament shall 
be admitted to the galleries. 

3. Members of the public admitted to the galleries 
shall rem.ain seated and keep silent. Any person 
expressing approval or disapproval shall immediately 
be ejected by the ushers. 

Rule 61. 

1. All documents of Parliament shall be drawn up in 
the official languages. 

2. Speeches delivered in one of the official languages 
shall be simultaneously interpreted into the other offi
cial languages and into any other language the Bureau 
may consider necessary. 

Rule 62 

Documents forming the basis for Parliament's debates 
and decisions shall be printed and distributed to Mem
bers. A list of these documents shall be published in 
the Bulletin of Parliament. 

Rule 63 

Public conduct of pro- Debates in Parliament shall be public unless Parlia-
ceedings ment decides otherwise by a majority of two-thirds of 

the votes cast. 
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Calling speakers and 
content of speeches 

Allocation of speaking 
time 

Rule 64 

1. No Member may speak unless called upon to do 
so by the President. Members shall speak from their 
places and shall address the Chair; the President may 
invite them to come to the rostrum. 

2. If a speaker departs from the subject, the Presi
dent shall call him to order. If a speaker has already 
been called to order twice in the same debate, the 
President may, on the third occasion, forbid him to 
speak for the remainder of the debate on the ~me 
subject. 

3. Without prejudice to his other disciplinary pow
ers, the President may cause to be deleted from the 
reports of debates of sittings the speeches of Members 
who have not been called upon to speak by him or who 
continue to speak beyond the time allotted to them. 

4. A speaker may not be interrupted. He may, how
ever, by leave of the President, give way during his 
speech to allow another Member, the Commission or 
the Council to put to him a question on a particular 
point in his speech. 

Rule 65 

1. The President may, after consulting the chairmen 
of the political groups, propose to Parliament that 
speaking time be allocated for a particular debate. Par
liament shall decide on this proposal without debate. 

2. The President shall allocate speaking time in 
accordance with the following criteria: 
(a) a first fraction of speaking time shall be divided 

equally among all the political groups; 
(b) a further fraction shall be divided among the poli

tical groups in proportion to the total number of 
their members; 

(c) the Non-attached Members shall be allocated an 
overall speaking time based on the fractions allo
cated to each political group under sub-paragraphs 
(a) and (b). 

3. The speaking time of Non-attached Members, 
calculated in accordance with paragraph 2, shall be 
doubled so as to take account of the great diversity of 
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List of speakers 
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political views among them and enable, as far as pos
sible, each such view to be expressed. 

Each Non-attached Member shall be accorded the 
same speaking time. If he does not wish to use his 
speaking time he may assign it to another Non
~ttached Member. 

The rules governing the utilization of speaking time 
shall be determined by the enlarged Bureau. 

4. Where a total speaking time is allocated for sev
eral items on the agenda, the political groups shall 
inform the President of the fraction of their speaking 
time to be used for each individual item. The President 
shall ensure that these speaking times are respected. 

5. No Member may speak for more than three min
utes on any of the following: the minutes of proceed
ings, points of order and procedural motions, amend
ments to the draft agenda or to the agenda, and, unless 
Parliament decides otherwise, personal statements. 

Rule 66 

1. The names of Members who ask leave to speak 
shall be entered in the list of speakers in the order in 
which their requests are received. 

2. The President shall call upon Members to speak, 
ensuring as far as possible that speakers of different 
political views and using different languages are heard 
in turn. 

3. On request, however, priority may be given to the 
rapporteur of the committee responsible and to the 
chairmen of political groups who wish to speak on 
their behalf, or to speakers deputizing for them. 

4. No Member may speak more than twice on the 
same subject, except by leave of the President. 

The chairman and the rapporteur of the committees 
concerned shall, however, be allowed to speak at their 
request for a period to be decided by the President. 

5. Members of the Commision and Council shall be 
heard at their request. 



Personal statements 

Rule 67 

l. A Member who asks to make a personal state
ment shall be heard at the end of the discussion of the 
item of the agenda being dealt with or when the min
utes of the sitting to which the request for leave to 
speak refers are considered for approval. 
The Member concerned may not speak on substantive 
matters but shall confine his observations to rebutting 
any remarks that have been made about his person in 
the course of the debate or opinions that have been 
attributed to him, or to correcting observations that he 
himself has made. 

2. Unless Parliament decides otherwise, no personal 
statement shall last for more than three minutes. 

Rule 68 

Order in the Chamber 1. The President shall call to order any Member 
who creates a disturbance during the proceedings. 

2. Should the offence be repeated, the President 
shall again call the Member to order, and the fact shall 
be recorded in the minutes of proceedings. 

3. In the case of a further offence, the President may 
exclude the offender from the Chamber for the remain
der of the sitting. 

Rule 69 

Exclusion of Members 1. In serious cases of disorder, the President may 
move that Parliament pass a vote of censure which 
shall automatically involve immediate exclusion from 
the Chamber and suspension for two to five days. Any 
Member against whom such disciplinary action is 
requested shall be entitled to be heard. 

Disturbances 

2. The vote of censure shall be taken without debate 
by sitting and standing. 

Rule 70 

Should disturbances in Parliament threaten to obstruct 
the business of the House, the President shall close or 
suspend the sitting for a specific period to restore ord
er. If he cannot make himself heard, he shall leave the 
Chair, this shall have the effect of suspending the sit
ting. The President shall reconvene the sitting. 
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Voting procedure 
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CHAPTER/X 

QUORUM AND VOTING 

Rule 71 

l. Parliament may deliberate, settle its agenda and 
approve the minutes of proceedings, whatever the 
number of Members present. 

2. A quorum shall exist when one third of the cur
rent Members of Parliament are present in the Cham
ber. 

3. All votes shall be valid whatever the number of 
voters unless the President, on a request made before 
voting has begun by at least ten Members, ascertains at 
the moment of voting that the quorum is not present. 
If the vote shows that the quorum is not present, the 
vote shall be placed on the agenda of the next sit
ting. 

A request that it be ascertained whether the quorum is present must be 
made by "at least ten Members". A request on behalf of a political 
group is not admissible. 
(Interpretation given by the Committee on the Rules of Procedure and 
Petitions and announced in Parliament on 14 September 1981) 

4. Members who have requested that it be ascer
tained whether the quorum is present shall be counted 
as being present within the meaning of paragraph 2, 
even if they are no longer in the Chamber. 

5. If fewer than ten Members are present, the Presi
dent may rule that there is no quorum. 

Rule 72 

1. The following voting procedure shall apply to 
reports: 
(a) first, voting on any amendments to the text with 

which the report of the committee responsible is 
concerned, 

(b) second, voting on the text as a whole, amended or 
otherwise, 

(c) third, voting on the individual paragraphs of the 
motion for a resolution, preceded in each case by 
voting on any amendments thereto, 

(d) finally, voting on the motion for a resolution as a 
whole (final vote). 
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Separate votes 

Order of voting on 
amendments 

Parliament shall not vote on the explanatory statement 
contained in the report. 

2. Without prejudice to Rule 80, the only Member 
pennitted to speak during the vote shall be the rappor
teur, who shall have the opportunity of expressing 
briefly his committee's views on the amendments put 
to the vote. 

3. Without prejudice to Rules 1 0(2), 30, 31, 52 and 
112 and the provisions of the Budgetary Procedure, 
texts put to the vote shall be declared adopted only if 
they have secured a majority of the votes cast. In the 
event of a tie, the text shall stand rejected. 

Rule 73 

1. Where the text to be put to the vote contains two 
or more provisions or references to two or more points 
or lends itself to division into two or more parts each 
with a distinct logical meaning and normative value, a 
separate vote on each part may be requested. 

2. Before the President declares the vote open, any 
Member may make such a request for separate 
votes. 

Rule 74 

1. Amendments shall have priority over the text to 
which they relate and shall be put to the vote before 
that text. 

2. If two or more mutually exclusive amendments 
are moved to the same part of a text, the amendment 
that departs furthest from the original text shall have 
priority and shall be put to the vote first. If it is 
adopted the other amendments shall stand rejected. If 
it is rejected, the amendment next in priority shall be 
put to the vote and similarly for each of the remaining 
amendments. In case of doubt as to priority, the Pre
sident shall decide. 

3. Exceptionally, the President may put the original 
text to the vote first, or give priority in the vote to a 
proposed amendment that departs less from the origi
nal text than the one that departs furthest from it. 
If either of these secures a majority, all other proposed 
amendments to the same text shall stand rejected. 
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Voting 
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Before adopting this procedure, the President shall 
ascertain whether it is not opposed by at least twenty
one Members. If such is the case, he shall not apply this 
exceptional procedure. 

4. Exceptionally, on a proposal from the President, 
amendments tabled after the close of the debate may 
be put to the vote if they are compromise amend
ments, or if there are technical problems. The Presi
dent shall obtain the agreement of Parliament to put
ting such amendments to the vote. 
!. Pursuant to Rule 54(3), the President shall decide whether 
amendments are admissible. In the case of compromise amendments 
tabled after the conclusion of a debate, pursuant to Rule 74(4), the 
President shall decide on their admissibility case by case, having 
regard to the compromise nature of the amendments. 
The following general criteria for admissibility may be applied: 
- as a general rule, compromise amendments may not relate to 

parts of the text which have not been the subject of amendments 
prior to the conclusion of the debate; 

- as a general rule, compromise amendments shall be tabled by 
political groups, the chairmen, rapporteurs or draftsmen of the 
committees concerned or the authors of other amendments; 

- as a general rule, compromise amendments shall entail the with-
drawal of other amendments to the same passage 

2. Only the President may propose that a compromise amendment 
be considered. In order for a compromise amendment to be put to the 
vote, the President must obtain the agreement of Parliament by 
asking whether there are any objections to such a vote being held. If an 
objection is raised, Parliament shall decide on the matter by a major
ity of the Members present. 
(Interpretation given by the Committee on the Rules of Procedure and 
Petitions and announced in Parliament on 16 October 1981) 

Rule 75 

The right to vote is a personal right. Voting by proxy is 
prohibited. 

Rule 76 

1. Normally Parliament shall vote by show of 
hands. 

2. If the President decides that the result ofthe show 
of hands is doubtful, a fresh vote shall be taken by 
sitting and standing. 

3. If the President decides that the result of this last 
vote is doubtful, the vote shall be taken by roll call in 
accordance with Rule 77(2) or 78. 
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Voting by roll call 

Electronic voting 

Rule 77 

1. The vote shall be taken by roll call if so requested 
by at least twenty-one Members or a political group 
before voting has begun and in cases where Rules 30 
and 76(3) apply. 

2. The roll shall be called in alphabetical order, 
beginning with the name of a Member drawn by lot. 
The President shall be the last to be called to vote. 

Voting shall be by word of mouth and shall be 
expressed by 'Yes', 'No', or 'I abstain'. In calculating 
whether a motion has been adopted or rejected 
account shall be taken only of votes cast for and 
against. The President shall establish the result of the 
count and announce it. 

Voting shall be recorded in the minutes of proceedings 
of the sitting in the alphabetical order of Members' 
names. 

Rule 78 

1. The President may at any time decide that the 
voting operations indicated in Rules 76, 77 and 79 
shall be carried out by means of an electronic voting 
system. 
Where the electronic voting system cannot be used for 
technical reasons, voting shall take place pursuant to 
Rule 76, 77(2) or 79. 

The technical instructions for the use of the electronic 
voting system shall be laid down by the enlarged Bur
eau. 

2. Where an electronic vote is taken, only the 
numerical result of the vote shall be recorded. 

However, if the vote by roll call has been requested in 
accordance with Rule 77( 1 ), the votes shall be recorded 
by name and entered in the minutes of proceedings of 
the sitting in the alphabetical order of Members' 
names. 

3. The vote by roll call shall be taken in accordance 
with Rule 77(2) if a majority of the Members present 
so request; the system indicated in paragraph 1 may be 
used to determine whether a majority exists. 
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Rule 79 

Voting by secret ballot l. In the case of appointments, voting shall be by 
secret ballot without prejudice to Rules 12( 1 ), 92( 1) 
and 98(2) second subparagraph. 

Explanations of vote 

52 

Only ballot papers bearing the names of persons who 
have been nominated shall be taken into account in 
calculating the number of votes cast. 

2. Voting may also be by secret ballot if requested 
by at least one-fifth of the Members of Parliament. 
Such requests must be made before voting begins. 

3. A request for a secret ballot shall take priority 
over a request for a vote by roll call. 

4. Four Members chosen by lot shall count the votes 
cast in a secret ballot. 

In the case of votes pursuant to paragraph I, candi
dates shall not act as tellers. 

Rule 80 

1. Once the general debate and consideration of the 
texts have been concluded, explanations of vote may 
be given before the final vote, provided that a request 
to do so has been submitted to the President before the 
commencement of this vote. 

No further requests to give explanations of vote shall 
be accepted once the first explanation of vote has 
begun. 

2. A Member who does not choose to give an oral 
explanation of vote may request that a written expla
nation of vote, not exceeding 200 words, be included in 
the report of proceedings. 

3. Explanations of vote shall not last more than one 
and a half minutes, but each political group may give 
an explanation of vote lasting up to three minutes. 

4. Explanations of vote shall not be admissible in 
cases of votes on procedural matters. 



Disputes on voting 

5. Where a final vote has been postponed under 
Rule 71(3) or (5) or for any other reason, and explana
tions of vote have already been given, no further expla
nations of vote shall be admissible before the final vote 
is eventually taken. 

Once a Commission proposal or a report has been put to the vote 
without debate pursuant to Rule 34, Members are deemed to have 
waived the right to an oral explanation of vote. In this case Rule 80(2) 
applies. 

(Interpretation given by the Committee on the Rules of Procedure and 
Petitions and announced in Parliament on 14 September 1981) 

Rule 81 

1. The President shall declare votes open and 
closed. 

2. Once the President has declared a vote open, 
no-one except the President shall be allowed to speak 
until the vote is declared closed. 

3. Points of order concerning the validity of a vote 
may be raised after the President has declared it 
closed. 

4. After the result of a vote by show of hands has 
been announced, a Member may request that this 
result be cross-checked using the electronic voting sys
tem. 

5. The President shall decide whether the result 
announced is valid. His decision shall be final. 
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Points of order and pro
cedural motions 

Points of order 
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CHAPTER X 

INTERRUPTIVE AND PROCEDURAL MOTIONS 

Rule 82 

.1. A Member who asks to raise a point of order shall 
have a prior right to do so (Rule 83). 

2. A Member who asks to move a procedural 
motion, namely: 

(a) the inadmissibility of a matter (Rule 84); 

(b) referral back to committee (Rule 85); 

(c) the closure of a debate (Rule 86); 

(d) the adjournment of a debate (Rule 87); 

(e) the suspension or closure of the sitting (Rule 88); 

shall have a prior right to do so. 
Only the following shall be heard on motions (a) to (e): 
the mover of the motion, one speaker for and one 
against the motion, and the chairman or rapporteur of 
each committee concerned, each for not more than 
three minutes. 

3. The matters referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 
shall take precedence over the main question, the dis
cussion of which shall be suspended while they are 
being considered. 

Rule 83 

1. A Member may raise a point of order during the 
debate but may not speak for more than three minutes. 
In doing so he may not speak on the subject of the 
debate. Such a request for leave to speak shall take 
precedence over requests to speak on the subject of the 
debate. 

2. The President shall take an immediate decision 
on points of order in accordance with the Rules of 
Procedure and shall announce his ruling immediately 
after the point of order has been raised. 

3. Exceptionally, he may state that he will announce 
his ruling later, but not more than twenty-four hours 
after the point of order was raised. The postponement 



of the ruling shall not entail the adjournment of the 
debate. The President may refer the matter to the 
appropriate committee. 

Rule 84 

Moving the inadmissi- 1. At the beginning of the debate on a specific item 
bility of a matter on the agenda, its inadmissibility may be moved. 

2. If the motion is carried, Parliament shall imme-
diately proceed to the next item on the agenda. 

Rule 85 

Referral back to commit- I. Referral back to committee may be requested by 
tee any Member at any time. 

A request/or referral back to committee may be made "at any ttme" 
before final voting begins, subject to Rule 81(2). Application of Rule 
36(2) does not preclude a request for re/f:rral back to committee 
pursuant to Rule 85. 

(Interpretation given by the Committee on the Rules of Procedure and 
Petitions and announced in Parliament on 14 September 1981) 

2. The matter shall be referred back to the commit
tee responsible where, pursuant to Rule 71 (3), twa 
votes have been taken with a request that the number 
of those present be ascertained, without the required 
number being reached. 

3. Where so decided by Parliament on a proposal 
from the President, which shall be voted on without 
debate, referral back to committee shall entail suspen
sion of the discussion and vote in plenary sitting on the 
amendments, and the vote on the motion for a resolu
tion, but not the general debate. 

4. When referring a matter back to the committee 
responsible, Parliament may set a time limit within 
which the committee shall report its conclusions. 

5. If a motion requesting referral back to committee 
is rejected, it shall not be tabled again during that 
debate. 
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Closure of a debate 

Rule 86 

1. A debate may be closed before the list of speakers 
has been exhausted on a proposal from the President 
or at the request of the chairman of a political group or 
at least ten Members. 

2. If the proposal or motion is carried, only one 
Member may speak from each political group which 
has not yet provided a speaker in that debate. 

3. After the speeches referred to in paragraph 2, the 
debate shall be closed and Parliament shall vote on the 
matter under debate, except in cases where the time for 
the vote has been fixed in advance. 

4. If the proposal or motion is rejected, it shall not 
be tabled again during that debate. 

Rule 87 

Adjournment of a debate 1. Before or during a debate on an item on the 
agenda, any Member may move that the debate b~ 
adjourned to a specific date and time. 

2. If the motion is carried, Parliament shall proceed 
to the next item on the agenda. The adjourned debate 
shall be resumed at the specified date and time. 

3. If the motion is rejected, it shall not be tabled 
again during that part-session. 

Any decision by Parliament· to adjourn a debate to a subsequent 
part-session shall specify the part-session on the agenda of which the 
debate is to be included, it being understood that the agenda for that 
part-session shall be drawn up pursuant to Rules 55 and 56. 

(Interpretation given by the Committee on the Rule's of Procedure and 
Petitions and announced in Parliament on 16 OcJober 1981) 

Rule 88 

Suspension or closure of The sitting may be suspended or closed during a debate 
the sitting or a vote if Parliament so decides on a proposal from 

the President, at the request of the chairman of a poli
tical group or at least ten Members. 
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Minutes 

Verbatim reports 

CHAPTER XI 

PUBLIC RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 

Rule 89 

1. The minutes of proceedings of each sitting, con
taining the decisions of Parliament and the names of 
speakers, shall be distributed at least half an hour 
before the opening of the following sitting. 

2. At the beginning of each sitting the President 
shall place before Parliament, for its approval, the 
minutes of proceedings of the previous sitting. 

3. If any objections are raised to the minutes of 
proceedings Parliament shall, if necessary, decide 
whether the changes requested should be considered. 
No Member may speak on the minutes for more than 
three minutes. 

4. The minutes of proceedings shall be signed by the 
President and the Secretary-General and preserved in 
the records of Parliament. They shall be published 
within one month in the Official Journal of the Euro
pean Communities. 

Rule 90 

1. A verbatim report of the proceedings of each 
sitting shall be drawn up in the official languages. 

2. Speakers shall be required to return typescripts of 
their speeches to the Secretariat not later than the day 
following that on which they received them. 

3. The verbatim report shall be published as an 
annex to the Official Journal of the European Commu
nities. 
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CHAPTER XII 

COMMITTEES 

.Rule 91 

Setting up of committees Parliament shall set up standing or temporary, general 
or special committees, and shall define their powers. 

Composition of commit
tees 

Substitutes 

58 

Rule: 92 

l. :Committee members shall be elected during the 
first part-session following the re-election of Parlia
men' and again two and a half years thereafter. Nom
inations shall be addressed to the Bureau of Parlia
ment~ which shall place before Parliament proposals 
desigped to ensure fair representation of Member 
States and of political views. 

2. Amendments to the proposals of the Bureau shall 
be admissible only if they are tabled by at least ten 
Members. Parliament shall vote on such amendments 
by secret ballot. 

3. The Bureau of Parliament may provisionally 
decide to fill any vacancy on a committee with the 
agreement of the persons to be appointed and having 
regard to paragraph l. 

4. Any such changes shall be placed before Parlia
ment for ratification at the next sitting. 

Rule 93 

l. The political groups may appoint a number of 
permanent substitutes for each committee equal to the 
number of full members representing them on the 
committee. The President of Parliament shall be 
informed accordingly. These permanent substitutes 
shall be entitled to attend and speak at committee 
meetings and, in the event of the absence of the full 
member, to take part in the vote. 

2. In addition, in the absence of the full member and 
where no permanent substitutes have been appointed 
or in their absence, the full member of the committee 
may arrange for his place to be taken at meetings by 
another member of his political group, who shall be 



Duties of committees 

Committees of inquiry 

entitled to vote. The name of the substitute shall be 
notified in advance to the chairman of the commit
tee. 

I. Rule 93(2) shall applv. hi' analogy, to the Non-attached Mem-
bers. · · · ' 

2. The advance not(fication providedfor in the last sentence of Rule 
93( 2) must be given before the end of the debate or before the opening 
of the I'Ote on the item or items for which the full member is to be 
replaced. 

(lnt erpretation given by the Committee on the Rules of Procedure and 
Petitions and announced in Parliament on 16 Octdher 1981) 

Rule 94 

1. Committees shall examine questions referred to 
them by Parliament or, during an adjournment of the 
session, by the President on behalf of the Bureau. 

2. Should a committee declare itself incompetent to 
consider a question, or should a conflict arise over the 
competence of two or more committees, the question 
of competence shall be placed on Parliament's agenda 
on a proposal from the Bureau or at the request of one 
of the committees concerned. 

3. Should two or more committees be competent to 
deal with a question, one committee shall be named as 
the committee responsible and the others as commit
tees asked for opinions. 
A question shall not, however, be referred simulta
neously to more than three committees, unless it is 
decided for sound reasons to depart from this rule 
under the conditions laid down in paragraph 1. 

4. Any two or more committees or subcommittees 
may jointly consider matters coming within their com
petence but shall not take a decision. 

5. Any committee may, with the agreement of the 
Bureau ofParliament, instruct one or more of its mem
bers to undertake a study or fact-finding mission. 

Rule 95 

I. Parliament shall, on a motion by one quarter of 
its Members and without previously referring the 
motion to committee, set up a committee of inquiry to 
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investigate specific matters. The motion shall indicate 
the matter to be investigated, which must fall within 
the sphere of activities of the Communities. 

On a motion by one quarter of its Members, Parliament shall auto
maticalfv set up a committee q(inquir_v: such a motion nt>ed not be pur 
to the vote in the House. 

(Interpretation given by the Committee on the Rules q( Procedure and 
Petitions and announced in Parliament on 16 October /98/) 

2. Parliament shall determine the composition of 
the committee of inquiry on a proposal from the Bur
eau, subject to the provisions of Rule 92( l ), second 
sentence. 

3. The provisions of these Rules of Procedure relat
ing to the committees shall apply to the proceedings of 
the committee of inquiry and to the powers of its 
chairman. 

Rule 96 

Committee on the veri- l. Parliament shall set up a Committee on the Veri
fication of credentials fication of Credentials for the purpose of preparing 

Subcommittees 
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decisions on any objections concerning the validity of 
elections. 

2. This committee shall consist of nine Members 
who shall be elected pursuant to Rule 9 2. 

The Committee on the Verification q{Credentials is set up afier the 
election of the President and the Bureau qf Parliament pursuant to 
Rule 92. Until such time as their credentials have been verified. 
Members take part in the work Q{ Parliament and enjoy full rights 
pursuant to Rule 6(3) (See also explanatory note on Rule I 1(2)) 

(Interpretation given by the Committee on the Rules ofProcedureand 
Petitions and announced in Parliament on 14 Seplember 198/J 

Rule 97 

I. Subject to prior authorization by the enlarged 
Bureau a committee may, in the interest of its work, 
appoint one or more subcommittees, of which it shall 
at the same time determine the composition and com
petence, pursuant to Rule 92. Subcommittees shall 
report to the committee that set them ap. 

2. The procedure for subcommittees shall be the 
same as for committees. 



Committee Bureaus 

3. Substitutes shall be allowed to sit on subcommit-
tees under the same conditions as on committees. 

Rule 98 

1. At the first committee meeting after the election 
of members of the committee pursuant to Rule 92, the 
committee shall elect a Bureau consisting of a chair
man and one, two or three vice-chairmen. 

2. Without prejudice to the second subparagraph of 
this paragraph, the Bureau shall be elected by secret 
ballot without discussion. Its election shall require an 
absolute majority of the votes cast; where, however, a 
second ballot proves to be necessary, a relative major
ity shall suffice. 

If the number of nominations corresponds to the num
ber of seats to be filled, the candidate or candidates 
may be declared elected without holding the ballot 
referred to in the first subparagraph. 

Rule 99 

Procedure without report 1. At each committee meeting the chairman shall 
- Simplified procedure submit to the committee a list of the proposals which 

in bis opinion and/or at the President's recommenda
tion should be approved without report. 

The chairman shall put each proposal on the list to the 
committee for decision. Unless at least three members 
object, the chairman ofthe committee shall inform the 
President of the approval of such a proposal. 

2. At the recommendation of the President or fol
lowing a proposal from its chairman, the committee 
may deliver an opinion on a proposal in accordance 
with the simplified procedure. 

Unless at least three members object to this procedure, 
the committee chairman shall be deemed to have been 
appointed rapporteur. The draft report, consisting of a 
procedural section, a brief motion for a resolution on 
an identical model and a brief explanatory statement 
shall be sent to the members of the committee. Unless 
at least three members of the committee object within 
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a set time limit, which may not be less than fourteen 
days from the date of dispatch, the report shall be 
considered as having been adopted by the committee. 
In this case the motion for a resolution contained in 
the report shall be put to the vote in Parliament with
out debate pursuant to Rule 34. 

3. If at least three members object to the procedure 
referred to in paragraphs 1 or 2, the procedure pro
vided for in Rule 100 (procedure with report) shall be 
followed. 

Rule 100 

1. Where Rule 99 does not apply, committees may 
appoint for each subject a rapporteur from among their 
members or permanent substitutes who shall be res
ponsible for preparing the committee's report and for 
presenting it to Parliament. 

2. The committee's report shall include a motion 
for a resolution and an explanatory statement. If the 
report relates to a proposal on which Parliament has 
been asked for its opinion, the report shall state the 
committee's view on the proposal together with any 
amendments it proposes. 

3. The report shall state the result of the vote taken 
on the report as a whole. In addition, if when the vote 
is taken at least one-third of the members present so 
request, the report shall indicate how each member 
voted. 

4. Where the committee's opinion is not unanimous 
the report shall also give a summary of the minority 
opinion. 

5. On a proposal from its Bureau, a committee may 
set a time limit within which the rapporteur shall sub
mit his draft report. This time limit may.· be ex
tended. 

6. Once the time limit has elapsed, the committee 
may instruct its chairman to ask for the matter referred 
to it to be placed on the agenda of one of the next 
sittings of Parliament. The debates may then be con
ducted on the basis of an oral report by the committee 
concerned. 



Rule 101 

Opinions of committees 1. Should the committee to which a question was 
first referred wish to hear the views of another com
mittee, or should another committee wish to make 
known its views on the report of the committee to 
which a question was first referred, such committees 
may request the President that, in accordance with 
Rule 94(3), one committee be named as the committee 
responsible and the other as the committee asked for 
an opinion. 

2. The committee asked for an opinion shall com
municate the opinion to the committee responsible 
either orally, through its chairman or draftsman, or in 
writing. Its opinion shall relate to the text referred to 
it. 

3. In its report the committee responsible shall set 
out the views of the committee asked for an opinion, 
insofar as these differ from its own. 

4. The committee asked for an opinion shall deliver 
it within the time limit set by the committee responsi
ble. The committee responsible shall not reach its final 
conclusions before that time limit has expired. 

5. If the committee asked for an opinion is unable to 
deliver the opinion before the report of the committee 
responsible is finally adopted, it may instruct its chair
man or draftsman to place the opinion before Parlia
ment during the debate on the report, provided that it 
notifies the President of this intention before the 
debate is opened. 

6. The opinion may include amendments to the text 
referred to the committee and suggestions for parts of 
the motion for a resolution submitted by the commit
tee responsible, but shall not include any motion for a 
resolution as such. 

7. The chairman and draftsman of the committee 
asked for an opinion may take part in an advisory 
capacity in meetings of the committee responsible, 
insofar as these relate to the matter of common con
cern. In special cases, the committee asked for an opin
ion may appoint up to five other members who, with 
the agreement of the chairman of the committee res
ponsible, may take part in an advisory capacity in the 
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Own-initiative reports 

meetings of that committee, insofar as these deal with 
the matter of common concern. 

Rule 102 

A committee intending to draw up a report and to 
submit a motion for a resolution to Parliament on a 
subject within its competence on which neither a 
request for an opinion nor a motion for a resolution 
has been referred to it may do so only with the autho
rization of the enlarged Bureau. Where such authoriza
tion is withheld the reason must always be stated. 

Rule 103 

Procedure in committee 1. A committee may validly vote when one-quarter 
of its members are actually present. However, if so 
requested by one-sixth of its members before voting 
begins, the vote shall be valid only if the majority of 
the current members of the committee have taken part 
in it. 

Committee meetings 
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2. Voting in committee shall be by show of hands, 
unless any member requests a vote by roll call. 

3. The chairman may take part in discussions and 
may vote, but without having a casting vote. 

4. Rules 11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 17, 53, 54, 61, 62, 64, 
66(1),68, 70, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 79,81,82,83,84,87 
and 88 shall apply mutatis mutandis to committee 
meetings. 

Rule 104 

1. A committee shall meet when convened by its 
chairman or at the request of the President. 

2. Committee meetings shall not be held in public 
unless the committee decides otherwise. 

3. The Commission and Council may take part in 
committee meetings if invited to do so on behalf of a 
committee by its chairman. 
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Miutes ef ce~U~ittee 
llleetiDp 

By special decision of a committee, any other person 
may be invited to attend and to speak at a meeting. 

By analogy, the decision on whether to allow Members' personal 
assistants to be present at committee meetings shall be left to the 
discretion of each committee. 

(Interpretation given by the Committee on the Rules of Procedure and 
Petitions and announced in Parliament on 16 October 1981) 

4. Without prejudice to Rule 101(7) and unless a 
committee decides otherwise, Members may attend 
meetinas of committees to which they do not belong 
but may not take part in their deliberations. 
Such Members may, however, be allowed by the com
mittee to take part in its proceedings in an advisory 
capacity. 

ltale lOS 

1. The minutes of each meeting of a committee shall 
be distributed to all its members and submitted to the 
committee for its approval at its next meeting. 

2. Unless the committee decides otherwise, only 
adopted reports and statements prepared on the res
ponsibility of the chairman shall be made public. 
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CHAPTER XIII 

INTERPARLIAMENTARY DELEGATIONS 

R.ule 106 

1. Parliament may decide to set up in terparliamen
tary delegations. 

2. When a deleption is set up, a decision shall be 
taken both on its composition, which shall reflect the 
numerical strenath of the various political aroups, and 
on the number of its members. 

3. The political groups shall appoint the members of 
the deleptions. 

4. Parliament shall determine the ceneral powers of 
the individual delegations. It may at any time decide to 
increase or restrict these powers. 

Rule 107 

1. At the beginnin& of the session which opens on 
the second Tuesday in March each year, the Bureau 
shall appoint a rapporteur to prepare a report to the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe on 
the activities of Parliament. 

2. After this report has been approved by the Bur
eau and by Parliament, it shall be forwarded direct by 
the President of Parliament to the President of the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe. 



CHAPTER XIV 

PETITIONS 

Rule 101 

SahMission a..a referral 1. Every citizen of the European Community shall 
t1 ,etitiells have the right, individually or jointly with others, to 

address written requests or complaints (petitions) to 
the European Parliament. 

2. Petitions to Parliament shall show the name, 
occupation, nationality and permanent address of each 
sianatory. 

3. Petitions shall be entered in a register in the order 
in which they are received if they comply with the 
conditions laid down in paragraph 2; those that do not 
shall be filed without further action, and the petitioner 
shall be informed of the reasons therefor. 

4. Petitions entered in the register shall be for
warded by the President to the committee responsible, 
which shall first ascertain if the petitions registered fall 
within the sphere of activities of the Communities. 

5. Petitions declared inadmissible by the committee 
shall be filed without further action; the petitioner 
shall be informed of the reasons therefor. 

Rule 109 

l:u.iutioll .r petiti811S 1. The committee responsible may decide to draw 
up a report or otherwise express its opinion on peti
tions it has declared admissible. 
The committee may, particularly in the case of peti
tions which seek changes in existing law, request opin
ions from other committees pursuant to Rule 101. 

2. When considering petitions, the committee may 
organize hearings or dispatch members to ascertain the 
facts of the situation in situ. 

3. With a view to preparing its opinions, the com
mittee may request the Commission to submit docu
ments, to supply information and to &rant it access to 
its facilities. 

4. The committee shall, where necessary, table mo
tions for resolutions in Parliament on petitions which 
it has considered. 
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The committee may also request that its opinions be 
forwarded by the President to the Commission or the 
Council. 

5. The committee shall inform Parliament every six 
months of the outcome of its deliberations. 
The committee shall, in particular, inform Parliament 
of the measures taken by the Council or the Commis
sion on petitions referred to them by Parliament. 

6. The President shall inform petitioners of the 
decisions taken and the reasons therefor. 

Rule 110 

1. Notice shall be given in Parliament of the peti
tions entered in the register referred to in Rule 1 08(3) 
and the main decisions on the procedure to be followed 
in relation to specific petitions. Such announcements 
shall be entered in the minutes of proceedings. 

2. The texts of petitions entered in the register, 
together with the texts of the committee's opinions 
forwarded with them, shall be preserved in the records 
ofParliament, where they shall be available for inspec
tion by Members. 
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CHA.PTElt XV 

APPLICATION AND AMENDMENT OF THE 
ltULES OF PROCEDURE 

Iule 111 

Applicatiell .r tt.e a.aes 1. Should doubt arise over the application or inter
pretation of these Rules of Procedure, the President 
may, without prejudice to any previous decisions in 
this field, refer the matter to the committee responsible 
for examination. 
Followina a request for a ruling under Rule 83, the 
President may also refer the matter to the committee 
responsible. 

2. The committee shall decide whether it is necessa
ry to propose an amendment to the Rules of Proce
dure. In this case it shall proceed in accordance with 
Rule 112. 

3. Should the committee decide that an interpreta
tion of the existing Rules is sufficient, it shall forward 
its interpretation to the President who shall inform 
Parliament. 

4. Should a political group or at least ten Members 
contest the committee's interpretation, the matter 
shall be put to the vote in Parliament. Adoption of the 
text shall be by simple majority. In the event of rejec
tion, the matter shall be referred back to the commit
tee. 

5. Uncontested interpretations and interpretations 
adopted by Parliament shall be appended in italic print 
as explanatory notes to the appropriate Rule or Rules, 
together with decisions on the application of the Rules 
of Procedure. 

6. These explanatory notes shall constitute preced
ents for the future application and interpretation of the 
Rules concerned. 

7. The provisions on the application of the Rules of 
Procedure shall be reviewed regularly. 

ltule 112 

Amendment of the Rules 1. Any Member may table amendments to these 
of Procedure Rules. 

Such amendments shall be translated, printed, distri
buted and referred to the committee responsible, 
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which shall examine them and decide whether to sub
mit them to Parliament. 

2. Amendments to these Rules shall be adopted 
only if they secure the votes of a majority oftbe Mem
bers of Parliament. 

3. Amendments to these Rules shall enter into force 
on the first day of the part-session followin& their 
adoption. 

collsvs
Text Box



CHAPTER XVI 

SECRETARIAT OF PARLIAMENT
ACCOUNTING 

ltule 113 

1. Parliament shall be assisted by a Secretary-Gen-
eral appointed by the Bureau. 
The Secretary-General shall pve a solemn undertaking 
before the Bureau to perform his duties conscientious
ly and with absolute impartiality. 

2. The Secretary-General shall head a Secretariat 
the composition and orpnization of which shall be 
determined by the Bureau. 

3. The Bureau, after consulting the appropriate 
committee of Parliament, shall decide the number of 
staff and lay down reculations relating to their admin
istrative and financial situation. 
The Bureau shall also decide to what categories of 
officials and servants Articles 12 to 14 of the Protocol 
on the privileaes and immunities of the European 
Communities shall apply in whole or in part. 
The President of Parliament shall inform the appro
priate institutions of the European Communities ac
cordin&}y. 

Ku.-le 114 

~ ef Parliament 1. The Bureau shall draw up a first preliminary draft 
of the estimates of Parliament on the basis of a report 
prepared by the Secretary-General, and shall consult 
the committee responsible on the subject. 
After receivin& the opinion of that committee, the 
enlarged Bureau shall adopt the preliminary draft esti
mates.' 

3. The President shall forward the preliminary draft 
estimates to the committee responsible, which shall 
draw up the draft estimates and report to Parlia
ment. 

4. The President shall set a time limit for the tabling 
of amendments to the draft estimates. 
The committee responsible shall give its opinion on 
these amendments. 
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5. Parliament shall adopt the estimates. 

6. The President shall forward the estimates to the 
Commission and Council. 

7. The foreaoina provisions shall also apply to sup
plementary estimates. 

Rltlel15 

Power to inclll' and settle 1. The President shall incur and settle, or cause to be 
expenditure incurred and settled, the expenditure covered by the 

internal financial reaulations issued by the Bureau aft
er consultina the appropriate committee. 
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2. The President shall forward the draft annual 
accounts to the committee responsible. 

3. On the basis of a report by the committee, Parlia
ment shall pass its accounts and deci• on the aivin& of 
a discharae. 



Unfinished business 

CHAPTER XVII 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

Rule 116 

At the end of the last part-session before elections, all 
requests for advice or opinions, motions ·for resolu
tions and questions shall be deemed to have been 
disposed of. 
This shall not apply to petitions and communications 
that do not require a decision. 
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ANNEX/ 

Guidelines for the conduct of Question Time under 
Rule44 

1. Questions shall be admissible only where they 

are concise and are drafted so as to permit a brief 
answer to be given; 

fall within the competence and sphere of responsi
bility of the Commission, the Council, or the For
eign Ministers meeting in Political Cooperation, 
and are of general interest; 

do not require extensive prior study or research by 
the institution concerned; 

are clearly worded and relate to specific matters; 

do not contain assertions or opinions; 

do not relate to strictly personal matters; 

are not aimed at procuring documents or statistical 
information; 

- are interrogatory in form. 

2. Questions shall not be accepted for Question 
Time at any part-session if the agenda already pro
vides for the subject to be discussed with the partici
pation of the institution concerned. 

3. Should the President decide that the question is 
inadmissible, the questioner may challenge the deci
sion, in which case it shall be for the enlarged Bureau to 
rule on the matter. This ruling shall be notified imme
diately to the questioner. 

Supplementary questions 4. Each Member may put only one supplementary 
question to each question at Question Time. 

5. Supplementary questions shall be subject to the 
rules of admissibility laid down in these Guidelines. 

6. (1) The President shall rule on the admissibility 
of supplementary questions and shall limit 
their number so that each Member who has 
put down a question may receive an answer 
to it and so as to afford an opportunity for a 
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debate to be requested on the answer given 
to any question or supplementary ques
tion. 

(2) The President shall not be obliged to declare 
a supplementary question admissible, even 
where it satisfies the foregoing conditions of 
admissibility -
(a) if it is likely to upset the normal conduct 

of Question Time, or 
(b) if the main question to which it relates 

has already been adequately covered by 
other supplementary questions, or 

(c) if it has no direct bearing on the main 
question. 

7. The institution concerned shall ensure that answ
ers are concise and are relevant to the subject of the 
question. 

8. If the content of the questions concerned permits 
it, the President may decide, after consulting the ques
tioner, that the institution concerned should answer 
them together. 

9. A question may be answered only if the question
er is present or has notified the President in writing, 
before Question Time begins, of the name of his sub
stitute. 

10. If neither the questioner nor his substitute is 
present, the question shall be answered in writing by 
the institution concerned, and published together with 
the answer in the Report of Proceedings. 

11. The same procedure shall be applied to ques
tions that remain unanswered for lack of time, unless, 
before Question Time is over, the author withdraws 
his question or asks that it be carried over to the next 
Question Time. 

12. The procedure for answers in writing shall be 
governed by Rule 46(2) and (3). 

13. ( 1) Questions shall be tabled at least one week 
before Question Time begins. · 
Questions not tabled within this time limit 
may be taken during Question Time with 
the consent of the institution concerned. 



(2) Questions declared admissible shall be dis
tributed to Members and forwarded to the 
institutions concerned. 
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Working documents 

Rate 

ANNEX II 
Implementing procedures for examination of the gener
al budget of the European Communities and supple
mentary budgets 
Article 1 
1. The following documents shall be printed and 
distributed: 
(a) the communication from the Commission on the 

maximum rate laid down in paragraph 9 of Article 
78 of the ECSC Treaty, Article 203 of the EEC 
Treaty, and Article 177 of the EAEC Treaty; 

(b) the proposal from the Commission or the Council 
fixing a new rate; 

(c) a summary by the Council of its deliberations on 
the amendments and proposed modifications ad
opted by Parliament to the draft budget; 

(d) the modifications .made by the Council to the 
amendments adopted by Parliament to the draft 
budget; 

(e) the Council's position on the fixing of a new max
imum rate; · 

(f) the new draft budget drawn up in pursuance of 
paragraph 8 of Article 78 of the ECSC Treaty, 
Article 203 of the EEC Treaty and Article 177 uf 
the EAEC Treaty; 

(g) the draft decisions on the provisional twelfths laid 
down in Article 78b of the ECSC Treaty, Article 
204 of the EEC Treaty and Article 178 of the 
EAEC Treaty. 

2. These documents shall be referred to the commit
tee responsible. Any committee concerned may deliver 
an opinion. 
3. Where other committees wish to deliver opin
ions, the President shall set the time limit within which 
these shall be communicated to the committee respon
sible .. 
Dual time limit for tabling amendments to the budget 
The ,procedure followed until now, based on Article 1(2) and (3) and 
Artic-le 3(4) of Annex II to the Rules of Procedure, shall continue to 
app/)1. 
(Inte-rpretation given by the Committee on the Rules of Procedure and 
Petitions and announced in Parliament on 16 October 1981) 

Article 2 
1. Subject to the conditions set out below, any 
Member may table and speak in support of proposals 
for decisions fixing a new maximum rate. 
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2. Such proposals shall be admissible only if they 
are presented in writing, bear the signatures of at least 
five Members or are tabled on behalf of a political 
group or committee. 

3. The President shall set the time limit for the 
tabling of such proposals. 

4. The committee responsible shall report on these 
proposals before they are discussed in Parliament. 

5. Parliament shall then vote on the proposals. 

Parliament shall act by a majority of its Members and 
three-fifths of the votes cast. 
Where the Council has informed Parliament of its 
agreement to the fixing of a new rate, the President 
shall declare in Parliament that the amended rate has 
been adopted. 
If this is not the case, the Council's position shall be 
referred to the committee responsible. 

Article 3 

1. Subject to the conditions set out below, any 
Member may table and speak in support of: 

- draft amendments to the draft budget; 

- proposed modifications to the draft budget. 

2. Draft amendments shall be admissible only if 
they are presented in writing, bear the signatures of at 
least five Members or are tabled on behalf of a political 
group or committee, specify the budget heading to 
which they refer and ensure the maintenance of a bal
ance between revenue and expenditure. Draft amend
ments shall include all relevant infonnation on the 
remarks to be entered against the budgetary heading in 
question. 
The same provisions shall apply to proposed modifi
cations. 

The procedure followed since 1974, under which 4lny draft amend
ments or proposed modifications to the draft budget must be justified 
in writing, shall continue to apply. 

(Interpretation given by the Committee on the Rule.s of Procedure and 
Petitions and announced in Parliament on 16 October 1981). 



3. The President shall set the time limit for the 
tabling of draft amendments and proposed modifica
tions. 

4. The committee responsible shall deliver its opin
ion on the texts submitted before they are discussed in 
Parliament. 

Dual time limit for tabling amendments to the budget 

The procedure followed until now, based on Article 1(2) and (3) and 
Article 3(4) of Annex II to the Rules of Procedure. shall continue to 
apply. 

(Interpretation given by the Committee on the Rules of Procedure and 
Petitions and announced in Parliament on 16 October 1981) 

5. Draft amendments to the estimates of Parliament 
which are similar to those already rejected by Parlia
ment at the time the estimates were drawn up shall be 
discussed only where the committee responsible has 
delivered a favourable opinion. 

6. Notwithstanding Rule 32( 4) of the Rules of Pro
cedure, Parliament shall take separate and successive 
votes on: 

each draft amendment and each proposed modifi
cation, 
each section of the draft budget, 
a motion for a resolution concerning the draft bud
get. 

7. Articles, chapters, titles and sections of the draft 
budget in respect of which no draft amendments or 
proposed modifications have been tabled shall be 
deemed adopted. 

8. Draft amendments shall require for adoption the 
votes of a majority of the current Members of Parlia
ment.· 

Proposed modifications shall require for adoption an 
absolute majority of the votes cast. 

9. If Parliament has adopted draft amendments that 
would raise the expenditure shown in the draft budget 
above the maximum rate laid down, the committee 
responsible shall submit to Parliament a proposal lay
ing down a new maximum rate as provided for in the 
last subparagraph of paragraph 9 of Article 78 of the 
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ECSC Treaty, Artile 203 of the EEC Treaty and Article 
177 of the EAEC Treaty. The proposal shall be put to 
the vote after the various sections of the draft budget 
have been voted on. Parliament shall act by a majority 
of its Members and three-fifths of the votes cast. 
Where the proposal is rejected, the draft budget as a 
whole shall be referred back to the committee respon
sible. 

lO. If Parliament has not amended the draft budget, 
adopted proposed modifications or adopted a proposal 
rejecting the draft budget, the President shall declare in 
Parliament that the budget has been finally adopted. 
If Parliament has amended the draft budget or adopted 
proposed modifications, the draft budget thus 
amended or accompanied by proposed modifications 
shall be forwarded to the Council. 

11. The minutes of proceedings of the sitting at 
which Parliament delivered its opinion on the draft 
budget shall be forwarded to the Council and the Com
mission. 

Article 4 

Where the Council has informed Parliament that it has 
not modified its amendments and that it has accepted 
or not rejected its proposed modifications, the Presi
dent shall declare in Parliament that the budget has 
been finally adopted. He shall arrange for its publica
tion in the Official Journal of the Communities. 

Article 5 

1. If the Council has modified one or more of the 
amendments. adopted by Parliament, the text thus 
modified by the Council shall be referred to the com
mittee responsible. 

2. Subject to the conditions set out below, any 
Member may table and speak in support of draft 
amendments to the texts modified by the Council. 

3. Such draft amendments shall be admissible only 
if they are presented in writing, bear the signature of at 
least five Members or are tabled on behalf of a political 
group or committee and ensure the maintenance of a 
balance between revenue and expenditure. 
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Total rejection 

Draft amendments shall be admissible only if they 
refer to the texts modified by the Council. 

4. The President shall set the time limit for the 
tabling of draft amendments. 

5. The committee responsible shall pronounce on 
the texts modified by the Council and deliver its opin
ion on the draft amendments to the modified texts. 

6. Draft amendments to the texts modified by the 
Council shall be put to the vote. Parliament shall act by 
a majority of its Members and three-fifths of the votes 
cast. If the draft amendments are adopted, the texts 
modified by the Council shall be deemed rejected. If 
they are rejected, the texts modified by the Council 
shall be deemed adopted. 

7. The Council's summary of the results of its deli
berations on the proposed modifications adopted by 
Parliament shall be debated and a motion for a resolu
tion may then be put to the vote. 

8. Upon completion of the procedure provided for 
in this Article, and subject to the provisions of Article 
6, the President shaH declare in Parliament that the 
budget has been finally adopted. He shall arrange for 
its publication in the Official Journal of the Commu
nities. 

Article 6 

1. Five Members, a political group or a committee 
may, for important reasons, table a proposal to reject 
the draft budget as a whole. Such a proposal shall be 
admissible only if it is accompanied by a written jus
tification and tabled within the time limit set by the 
President. The reason for rejection may not be contra
dictory. 

2. The committee responsible shall deliver its opin
ion on such a proposal before it is put to the vote in 
Parliament. 

Parliament shall act by a majority of its Members and 
two-thirds of the votes cast. If the proposal is adopted, 
the draft budget as a whole shall be referred back to the 
Council. 

83 

collsvs
Text Box



Provisional twelfths 
system 

Community VAT rate 

84 

Article 7 

I. Subject to the conditions set out below, any 
Member may submit a proposal for a decision differ
ent from that taken by the Council authorizing expen
diture in excess of the provisional one-twelfth for 
-expenditure other than that necessarily resulting from 
the Treaty or from acts adopted in accordance there
with. 

2. Proposals for decisions shall be admissible only if 
they are presented in writing, bear the signature of at 
least five Members or are tabled by a political group or 
committee and state the grounds on which they are 
based. 

3. The committee responsible shall deliver its opin
ion on the texts submitted before they are discussed in 
Parliament. 

4. Parliament shall act by a majority of its Members 
and three-fifths of the votes cast. 

Article 8 

On the occasion of the adoption of the budget Parlia
ment shall also decide the VAT rate. 
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- President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 

- President's right .to speak . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18,3; 19 
- priority 

- point of order . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82, 1; 83, I 
- procedural motion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82,2 

- publicity of proceedings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 
referral to committee (see under that heading) 
speaking 
- callin~ Sl)e!lkers ................................ 64 
- speakmg time . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65 
statements by the Commission, the Council or the For-
eign Ministers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40,2 

- time limits for tabling texts for debate ............... 59 
topical and urgent debate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48 
urgency of a debate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57 
verbatim report of proceedings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90 

DISCHARGE TO THE COMMISSION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52 

DOCUMENTS 

- admissibility (see 'AMENDMENTS') 
- distribution . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62 
- languages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61, 1 

DRAFTSMAN OF OPINION ........................ 101,2, 5 and 7 

-E-

ECSCTREATY 

- motions for resolutions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31,3 
- proposed amendments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 

ELECTIONS 

of committees in general . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92,1 
- of committee Bureaus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 98 
- of committees of inquiry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95,2 
- ofthe Committee on the Verification of Credentials 96,2 
- of subcommittees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97 ,I 

- of Members of Parliament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 1 
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of the President .................................. 12 and 13 
of the Quaestors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 and 15 
of the Vice-Presidents ............................. I2 and I4 

ENLARGED BUREAU 

accountability . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25, I 
composition ..................................... 23,I and 2; 27,2 
Members' questions concerning work of . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25,2 
temporary members ..•........................... 23,I 
vacancies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 7 
voting in . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23,3 

Duties and functions 
administrative facilities and secretariat of Non-attached 
Members ............•........................... 27,3 
adoption of Parliament's preliminary draft estimates .. 24,4; 114,2 
allocation of seats in the Chamber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 
altering the duration of adjournments of Parliament . . . 9,4 
convening Parliament ............................. 9,5 
drawing up the draft agenda ....................... 55,1 
electronic voting system (technical instructions for the 
useof) .......................................... 78,I 
interinstitutional relations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24,3 
internal organization of Parliament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24,2 
own-initiative reports (authorization of) . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102 
questions 

for oral answer with debate ..................... 42,1, 2 and 6 
- for oral answer without debate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43, I and 5 
- Question Time . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44, I 
ratification of nominations for temporary membership of 
the Bureau . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17,2 
relations with non-Community institutions . . . . . . . . . . . 24,2 
subcommittees (prior authorization to appoint) ....... 97,1 

ESTIMATES OF PARLIAMENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 114 

EXPLANATIONS OF VOTE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80 

-F-

FINANCIAL QUESTIONS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
22,2 and 3 
113,3 
1I5 
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FOREIGN MINISTERS MEETING IN POLITICAL 
COOPERATION 

- colloquies ....................................... 41,2 
- questions for oral answer . 

- with debate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42,1 and 3 
- without debate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43 
- Question Time . ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44,4, 5 and 6 

- debate following Question Time . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 
- questions for written answer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46, I 

- time limit for answering . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46,3 
- report on political cooperation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41, l 
- statement by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 

-G-

GENERAL REPORT OF THE COMMISSION . . . . . . . . 29 

-1-

IMMUNITY OF MEMBERS 

(see under 'MEMBERS') 

INTERPARLIAMENTARY DELEGATIONS 

- appointment of members of. ....................... 106.3 
- duties . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 06,4 
- setting up . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106,1 and 2 

-M-

MAJORITIES REQUIRED IN PARLIAMENT 

For decisions: 
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- amendment of the ECSC Treaty 
- motion for a resolution . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 ,3(2) 
- proposed amendment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31,2 

- amendment of the Rules of Procedure . . . . . . . . . . . . 112,2 
- budget . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ann. I I: 2,5; 

Ann. I 1: 3,8 and 9; 
Ann. II: 5,6; 6,2; 7,4 

- discharge to the Commission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52,2 
- Commission proposals and motions for resolutions . 72,3 



convening Parliament 
- altering the duration of adjournments of session 9,4 
- by way of exception . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,5 
- plenary sittings away from seat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 0,2 
motion of censure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.4 
publicity of proceedings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 

- quorum ...................................... 71,2 

For elections: 
- of the President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13, 1 
- of the Quaestors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15,2 
- of the Vice-Presidents .......................... 14,1 

Minimum number of Members required for certain deci
sions: 

objection to 
- a topical and urgent debate being held . . . . . . . . . 48,2(2) 
- the order of voting on amendments ........... 74,3 
requests for 
- an amendment of the agenda . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56, I 
- a debate following Question Time . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45, 1 
- a topical and urgent debate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48, 1 

an urgent debate ............................ 57,1 
- the presence of a quorum to be established . . . . . 71,3 and 4 
- a vote by roll call ........................... 77,1; 78,3 
- a vote by secret ballot ....................... 79,2 
setting up a committee of inquiry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95,1 
~ritte~ procedure for motions for resolutions (entered 
m register) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49,5 and 6 

MEMBERS 

attendance ....................................... 3 

code of conduct . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

designation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I ,2 

financial situation (see 'FINANCIAL QUESTIONS') 

immunity 
passes ........................................ 2,4 

- privileges and immunities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,3 
- waiver of immunity ... ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Non-attached Members (see under that heading) 

office 
incompatibility ................................ 7,4 and 5 
independence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
resignation .................................... 7,1 and 3 
term of office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7, l and 2 

order in the Chamber (see under that heading) 

verification of credentials (see under that heading) 
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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

- committees ..................................... . 105 
- plenary sittings 

: cift~~v~~d~~ · : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
- distribution .................................. . 
- objecti6ns to ................................. . 
- petitions .................................... . 
- publication .................................. . 
- record of attendance .......................... . 
- record of votes by roll call ..................... . 

89,2 
68,2 
89,1 
89,3 
110,1 
89,4 
3,2 
77,2(3) 

MOTIONS FOR RESOLUTIONS 

- a&enda . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55,2 
- alternative motions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49,2 
- amendments (see also under that heading) . . . . . . . . . . . 49,2 
- amendment of the ECSC Treaty .................... 31,3 
- authors ......................................... 47,1 

42,5(1) 
48,1 and 5 
49,1 

- committees 
- joint consideration ............................. 47,2 
- opinions of committees asked for opinions . . . . . . . . 101,6 
- own-initiative report . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102 
- referral to committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42,5(3) 

47,1 
49,6 

- referral back to committee ...................... 35,3(1) 
36,2 

- report ........................................ 47,3 
100,2 
99,2(2) 

- simplified procedure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99,2(2) 
- forwarding . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32,5; 49,5 
- petitions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109,4 
- plenary sittings away from seat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,2 
- procedure without debate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34,2 

99,2(2) 
- register . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49 
- requests for advice or opinions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32,3, 4 and 5 

35,1 and 3 
36 

- signatures ....................................... 49,3, 4, 5 and 6 
- to wind up the debate (oral question) ................ 42,5 
- topical and urgent debate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48, 1 
- unfinished business . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 116(1) 
-vote 

- petitions 109,4 
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- procedure ................................... . 

- report ....................................... . 
- separate votes ................................ . 
- suspension of ................................ . 

- time limits ................................... . 
- to wind up the debate ......................... . 
- topical and urgent debate ...................... . 
- validity of ................................... . 
- without debate ............................... . 
written procedure (for entry in register) ............. . 

MOTION OF CENSURE 

32,3, 4 and 5 
35,1 and 3 
72,1(c)(d), 3 
74,1, 2 and 3 
36 
73 
35,3(1) 
85,3 
59 
42,5 
48,4 
71,3 
34,2 
49 

- on the Commission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 
- on a Member . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69 

-N-

NON· ATTACHED MEMBERS 

- administrative and secretarial facilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27,3 
- allocation of seats in the Chamber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 
- definition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27,1 

representation 
- in the enlarged Bureau . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23,2; 27,2 
- on committees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27,5 
- at the meeting held to establish the draft agenda ... 55,1(2) 
speaking time . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27,4 

48,3 
65,2(c) and 3 

-0-

OFFICE 

- of a Member of Parliament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
- of President ..................................... 16 
- of Quaestor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 
- of Vice-President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 

OFFICIAL JOURNAL 
- budget . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ann. II: 4 
- minutes of sittings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89,4 
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- notification of formation of a political group . . . . . . . . . 26,3 
- questions for written answer and answers . . . . . . . . . . . . 46,2 and 3 
- verbatim report of proceedings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90,3 

OFFICIAL LANGUAGES 

- debates ............................. : ........... 61,2 
- decisions of the Bureau and the enlarged Bureau . . . . . . 25, 1 
- documents ...................................... 47,1 

48,1 
61,1 

- verbatim report of proceedings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90, 1 

OLDEST MEMBER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 
13,1 and 2 

OPINIONS OF COMMITTEES 

- formulation and subject of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101,2 
- own-initiative reports . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102 
- time limit ....................................... 101,4 and 5 

OPINIONS OF PARLIAMENT 

- appointment of Members of the Court of Auditors . . . . 51 
- conciliation procedure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38 
- departure from Parliament's opinion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39 
- examination procedure ............................ 32,3 
- forwarding. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32,5; 33,5 
- procedure with report ............................. 100 
- procedure without debate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34 
- procedure without report . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99,1 
- referral back to committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35,3; 36,2 
- referral to committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32, 1 
- referral to committee with power of decision . . . . . . . . . 33, 1 and 2 
- renewed consultation .............................. 37 
- requests for advice or opinions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 
- simplified procedure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99,2 
- voting 

- amendment of Commission proposal . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 
rejection of Commission proposal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 

- voting procedure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32,3 and 4; 34,2: 72 

ORDER IN THE CHAMBER 

- call to order 68,1 and 2 

98 



- censure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69 
- exclusion of Members . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68,3; 69 
- record in minutes of proceedings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68,2 
- right to be heard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69, I 

-P-

PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY OF THE COUNCIL 
OF EUROPE 

report on the activities of Parliament (for the Assem-
bly)................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107 

PART-SESSION 

- definition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9, 1 (2) 
- last before elections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . II6 

PERSONAL STATEMENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65,5 
67 

PETITIONS 

- examination of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . l 09 
116 

notice and record of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . II 0 
submission, admissibility and referral to committee 108 

POINT OF ORDER 
- in committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103,4; 83 
- in plenary sitting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83; Ill 

POLITICAL COOPERATION 

- annual report . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 

POLITICAL GROUPS 

- allocation of seats in the Chamber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 
- allocation of speaking time . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65, I, 2 and 4 
- appointment of substitutes for committees . . . . . . . . . . . 93 
- composition of interparliamentary delegations . . . . . . . . 106,2 and 3 
- draft agenda . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55, l 

56,1 
- explanations of vote . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80,3 
- formation of political groups . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 
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minimum number of Members required . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26,5 
motion for a resolution with request for an early vote . 42,5 
Non-attached Members (see under that heading) 
objection to procedure without debate .............. . 34,2 

66,3 
42,1 
23,1 

prior right to speak .............................. . 
questions for oral answer with debate 
representation in the enlarged Bureau .............. . 
requests 

that a debate be closed ........................ . 
that a debate be held following Question Time .... . 

- that a topical and urgent debate be held ......... . 
- that a vote be held by roll call .................. . 

86,1 and 2 
45,1 and 5 
48,1 and 3 
77,1 

- that the sitting be suspended or closed ........... . 88 
tabling of a motion of censure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30, I 

PRESIDENT 

Bureau .......................................... 21,1 and 3 
disciplinary powers 

ban on speaker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64,2 
call to order . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68, I 
- record in minutes of proceedings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68,2 
deletion of speech from reports of debates . . . . . . . . 64,3 
exclusion from the Chamber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68,3 
moving vote of censure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69, I 
suspension and resumption of sitting . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70 

- duties ........................................... 18 
election . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 
powers 

admissibility, order and grouping of questions for 
Question Time . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44,2 
amend~e~t~ . 
- admtsstblltty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54,3 
- priority . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74,2 and 3 
calling speakers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18,2 

64,1 
66,4 

committee meetinss away from seat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 0,3 
convening committees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104,1 
convening Parliament .......................... 9,5 
deciding order of speakers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66,2 
decision concerning debate following Question 
Time ........................................ 45,3 
decision concerning statement by the Commission, 
the Council or the Foreign Ministers . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40, 1 
decision on points of order . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83,2 and 3 
decision on the quorum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71 ,5 
decisions of Bureau - casting vote . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21,3 

- decisions of enlarged Bureau - casting vote . . . . . . . 23,3 
- directing debates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18,2 

100 



- electronic voting system . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78, 1 
placing question on the agenda . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48,2(1} 

57,4 
referral to committees during adjournment of ses-
sion ........................................ . 
representing Parliament ....................... . 
result of vote (roll call} ........................ . 

= ~:atk~~:~~~ : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
- urgency of a matter ........................... . 
replacement 
- during adjournment of session .................. . 
- during debates ............................... . 
- during session ................................ . 
term of office ................................... . 

PROCEDURAL MOTION 

94,1 
18,4 
77,2 
18,3 
65,2 and 4 
48,2 

17,2 
18,3; 19 
17,1 
16 

in committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103,4 
in plenary sitting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82,2 
- adjournment of a debate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87 

admissibility of a matter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84 
amendment of the agenda ....... ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56,2 
closure of a debate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86 
referral to committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85 
suspension or closure of the sitting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88 

priority . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82,2 and 3 
speakers 
- number . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82,2 
- speaking time . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82,2 

PROCEDURES 

in committee 
conciliation procedure ............................ . 

103 
38 

procedure without debate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34 
procedure with report ............................ . 
procedure without report ......................... . 
procedural motions (see under that heading} 

100 
99 

simplified procedure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99 
urgent procedure ................................ . 
voting procedure ................................ . 
written procedure for motions for resolutions (entered in 

48; 57 
72 

register) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49 

PUBLICATION 

Bulletin of Parliament (see under that heading) 
- Official Journal (see under that heading) 
- reports and statements of committees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105,2 
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PUBLICITY OF PROCEEDINGS 

committee meetings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33,4; I 04,2 
debates ......................................... 63 
petitions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110 
record of proceedings 89; 90 

-Q-

QUAESTORS 

Bureau . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 ,2 
duties ........................................... 20 
election . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 5 
questions concerning their work . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25,2 
term of office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 
vacancies ........................................ 17,1(1) 

QUESTIONS 

concerning the Bureau, the enlarged Bureau and the 
Quaestors ....................................... 25,2 
to the Commission, the Council and the Foreign Minis
ters meeting in Political Cooperation 
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questions for oral answer with debate ........... . 
- addressees ................................ . 

authors ................................... . 
conversion into question for written answer or 
question for oral answer without debate or ques-
tion for Question Time ..................... . 
mo!ion ~or a resolution to wind up debate ..... . 
notification ............................... . 

~~l~siroa~. : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
withdrawal ............................... . 

questions for oral answer without debate ......... . 
- addressees ................................ . 

.carried forward to next part-session .......... . 
conversion into question for written answer or 
que.stion. for Question Time ................. . 
notification ............................... . 

~Jtt~1~si:a~. : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
supplementary ............................ . 
withdrawal ............................... . 

questions for written answer ................... . 
addressees ................................ . 

~~~~i:!:~~ : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
time limit for answering .................... . 

42 
42,1(1) 
42,1(1) 

42,2(1) 
42,5 
42,2(2) and (3) 
42,4 
42,1(2). 6 
42,7 
43 
43,1(1), 2 
43,3 

43,1(3), 3 
43,1(4) 
43,4 
43,1, 3 and 5 
43,4 
43,6 
46 
46,1(1) 
46,2 and 3 
46,1(2) 
46,3 



Question Time ............................... . 
- addressees ................................ . 
- admissibility .............................. . 

- answers .................................. . 
- conduct of ................................ . 

notification ............................... . 
- order and grouping of questions ............. . 

= ~~b~fs~~ri · : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
- supplementary ............................ . 
- time limits ................................ . 
debate following Question Time ................ . 
- conditions for holding ...................... . 
- decision to hold ........................... . 
- order of speaking .......................... . 
- speaking time ............................. . 
- subject ................................... . 
unfinished business ........................... . 

44; Ann. I 
44,3 and 4 
44,2(1) 
Ann. 1: 1, 2 and 3 
Ann. 1: 9 to 12 
44,1 
44,2(2) 
44,2(1) 
44,7 
44,2(1), 6 
Ann. 1: 4 to 8 
Ann. 1: 13 
45 
45,1 and 2 
45,3 
45,5 
45,4 
45,1 
116 

QUESTION TIME .. .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . .. . 44 and Ann. I 

- debate following . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 

QUORUM 

in committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103, 1 
- in plenary sitting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71 

-R-

RAPPORTEUR 

- appointment . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99,2(2) 
100,1 
107 

- conciliation procedure . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38,3 
proposal to postpone vote . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36,2 
right to speak 
- before a vote on urgency ........................ 57,3 
- during the vote on a report . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72,2 
- on a procedural motion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82,2(2) 
- prior right to speak _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66,3 and 4 

RECORDS ............. _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89,4; II 0,2 

REFERRAL TO COMMITTEE 

- amendments to Rules of Procedure 112 
- application or interpretation of Rules of Procedure . . . . Ill, I and 4 
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- by Parliament or the President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94, 1 
- competence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94,2 

- responsible or asked for opinion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94,3( l) 
101,1 

- disputes concerning validity of appointments of Mem-
bers ............................................ 7,7 

- draft annual accounts of Parliament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115,2 
- draft bud&et . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 
- estimates of Parliament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 114,3 

motions for resolutions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47,1 
49,6 

number of committees to which a matter may be refer-
red . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94,3(2) 

- petitions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108,4 
- proposed ECSC Treaty amendments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31, 1 and 3 
- referral requested by committees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . lO I, 1 
- reports . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85 
- request for advice or an opinion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32, 1 and 2 

33,1 and 2 
34,2 
35,3 

- request for referral back to committee ............... 82,2(b) 
85 

- request for waiver of immunity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5, 1 and 2 

IEJECTION OR AMENDMENT OF COMMISSION 35 
PIOP{)SALS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 

IEPOitTS OF PARLIAMENT 

- discussion ....................................... 32,3; 101,5 
- distribution . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59; 62 

. - explanatory statement ............................. 72,1(2) 
99,2 
100,2 

- aeneral remarks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 
- non-obliption to report ........................... 29,3 
- obliption to state the views of the committee asked for 

an opinion ...................................... 101,3 
- procedure without report .......................... 99,1 

publication . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105,2 
referral back to committee ......................... 85 
simplified procedure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99,2 
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types of report 
- based on a motion for a resolution ............... 47,3 
- concerning ECSC Treaty amendments . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 
- concerning the verificatiOn of credentials . . . . . . . . . . 6,2; 7, 7 
- following a request for advice or an opinion . . . . . . . 32,2 and 3; 34; 

35,3; 36,2; 38,4 
- for the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 

Europe ....................................... 107 
- on the discharge for implementation of the budget . 52,2 
- on the estimates of Parliament . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 114, 1 and 3 
- on a petition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 09 
- on a request to waive immunity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,4 
- own-initiative report . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102 
urgency ......................................... 57,5 
voting procedure (see also under 'VOTING') . . . . . . . . . 72 

REPORT ON POLITICAL COOPERATION . . . . . . . . . . 41,1 

REPRESENTATION OF PARLIAMENT 18,4 

RULES OF PROCEDURE 

- amendment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111,2 
112 

- application . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111 
- interpretation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83,2 and 3 

111, 1 3, 4 and 5 
- contested interpretation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111,4 

- observance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18,2 
- points of order and procedural motions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82,1 

83 

-S-

SECRETARIAT OF PARLIAMENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113 

SECRETARY-GENERAL ............................ 89,4 

SESSION 

113,1 and 2 
114,1 

- convening Parliament ............................. 9,4 and 5 
- duration of adjournments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,2 and 4 

venue of sittings and meetings ...................... 10 
- without convening . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,2 and 3 
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SITIINGS. PLENARY 

definition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,1 
order during sittings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68; 69; 70 
suspension or closure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18,2; 70; 88 
venue of sittings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,1 and 2 

SPEAKING 

in committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103,4 
right to speak 

chairman of committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103,3 
Commission, Council or others invited . . . . . . . . 104,3 

- in meetings of other committees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 I, 7; 104,4 
- substitutes ................................. 93 

in plenary sitting 
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ban on speaker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64,2 
calling speakers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64, 1 and 3 
content of speeches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64,2 
deletion of speech from reports of debates ........ 64,3 
interruption of speaker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64,4 
list of speakers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66,1 and 2 
right to speak 

chairmen of committees 
- more than twice on the same subject . . . . . . . 66,4 
- on urgency of a matter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57,3 

- chairmen of political groups 
- priority . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66.3 
Commission and Council . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40, 1; 66,5 
Foreign Ministers meeting in Political Coopera-
tion ....................................... 40,1 
Members 
- following a statement by the Commission, the 

Council or the Foreign Ministers . . . . . . . . . . . 40,2 
more than twice on the same subject . . . . . . . 66,4 

- on an amendment to the agenda . . . . . . . . . . . 56,1 
- on the minutes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89,3 

on a question for oral answer with debate . . . 42,4 
on a question for oral answer without debate 43,4 
on a request for an early vote (motion for a 
resolution) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42,5(2) 
on urgency of a matter ................... 57,3 
to give an explanation of vote ............. 42,5(3) 
to make a personal statement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 7 
to put a question to a speaker . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64,4 
to raise a point of order or move a procedural 
motion (priority) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82 

President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18,3 
rapporteur (see under that heading) 

speaking time 
- allocation .................................. 65,1, 2, 3 and 4; 27,4 
- debate following Question Time . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45,4 

limitation in general . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65,5 
- topical and urgent debate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48,3 



SPEAKING TIME (see 'SPEAKING') . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 ,4~ 40,2~ 42,4~ 
43,4; 45,4~ 48,3; 
56,1; 57,3; 65; 66; 
67,2~ 80,3; 82,2; 
83,1; 89,3; 103,4 

STATEMENTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 

- by the Commission 
- by the Council 
- by the Foreign Ministers 

STUDY AND FACT·FINDING MISSIONS ........... 94,5 
109,2 

SUBCOMMITTEES (see 'COMMITTEES') . . . . . . . . . . . 97 

-U-

URGENCY 

- debate without report . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57,5 
- placing on the agenda ............................. 57,4 
- procedure ....................................... 57,2 and 3 
- request for ....................................... 57,1 

-V-

VERBA TIM REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS . . . . . . . . . . . 90 
64,3 

VERIFICATION OF CREDENTIALS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

- Committee on . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 

- Bureau .......................................... 21,1 
- duties ........................................... 19 
- election . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12,1 and 3; 14,1 
- order of precedence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14,2; 17 ,I (2) 
- powers (see under 'PRESIDENT) 
- replacement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 
- replacing the President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17,2(4) 
- term of office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 
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VOTING 

in the Bureau and enlarged Bureau ................. . 
in committee ................................... . 
- amendments ................................. . 
- election of committee Bureau .................. . 
- election of chairman .......................... . 
- participation of chairman in vote ............... . 
- types of voting ............................... . 
in plenary sitting 
- equality of votes (tie) .......................... . 
- explanations of vote 

- admissibility ............................. .. 
- early yote .<oral question) ................... . 
- speakmg t1me ............................. . 
- when to give .............................. . 
- written ................................... . 

- order of voting on amendments ................ . 
- right to vote ................................. . 
- separate votes ................................ . 
- types of vote 

- by show of hands .......................... . 
- by sitting and standing ..................... . 
- by roll call 

- at the request of 21 Members or a political 
group ................................. . 
motion of censure ....................... . 
- notification of result .................. . 
procedure .............................. . 
record of result of vote in minutes of proceed-
ings ................................... . 
result of vote by sitting and standing doubt-
ful .................................... . 

- by secret ballot 
- appointments - calculation of number of 

votes cast .............................. . 
- at the request of one-fifth of Members ..... . 
- election of committee members ........... . 

- amendments to Bureau proposals ...... . 
- election of President and V1ce-Presidents ... . 
- priority ................................ . 

- electronic ................................. . 
validity ..................................... . 
vote without debate 
- early vote (oral question) ................... . 
- procedure without report ................... . 
- simplified procedure ....................... . 
voting procedure for 
- opinions of Parliament (see 'voting' under 'OPIN

ION OF PARLIAMENT') 
- reports and resolutions (see 'voting' under 'MO

TIONS FOR RESOLUTIONS') 

21,3; 23,3 
103 
45,1; 53,6; 74 
98 
98; 13 
103,3 
76; 77; 79; 103,2 

72,3 

80,1(2) 
42,5(3) 
80,3 
80,1(1) 
80,2 
74 
75 
31,2; 73 

76,1 and 2 
76,2 and 3 

77,1 
30,3 
30,4 
77,2 

77,3(3); 78,2(2) 

76,3 

79,1 
79,2 
92,2 
92,2 
12,1 
79,3 
78 
71,3 

42,5 
34,1; 99,1(2) 
34, I; 99,2(2) 

voting time ................................... 55,2; 57,4; 42,5(3) 
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