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REEORT. ON_ COMMUNITY. AGTION AGAINST ATDE IN 1087

Ag at 31 Decembor 1987, 9 328 oages of AIDS had besn offiaially reported in
the Europesn Community. This ropresents a 126% inoresss (B 227 new ossca)
ginog Deogambar 1088, Theao figures shoy, onos mora, that it is neoosaary
to pursug the fight againot AIDS at both natiomal ard Commmnity leoval.

This report has been drafted at the request of tho Counodl of Ministeras for
Health for itg mesting ccheduled to bo held on Gl May 1838, It is o krlof
review of tho activities corried out by the Community in 1887 on the AIDS
front, in theo fields of prevention, regearch and coopsration with ACP
(African, Caribbean and Pacific) countries.

I. COMMUNITY ACTION IN THE FIELD OF PREVENTION

In ito ocamunioation on the f£ight ageinst AIDS on 11 Folouary 1887
(0ei(87)83 final), the Commission stregsed the nesd for Commmity aotion in
the following arcss:

(2) cohenge of erporiencs conccridng prevention, particulnrly in tho f£ield
of information and health eduoation;

(1) joint eramination of tho posgible rolovanos of osrtain mexsurdsy
raloting, in ome way or another, to migration policy, fresden of
movermsnt of parsond, frecdom of estoblichment end cquel econzy t0
employment. ~

To ensure that such ocotlion mests with succzss ths Comaipaion proposed tho
gotting up, ot Comunity level, of a fletible coordination and information
digscmination gysten  conca ¢ nationnl practiocs in  thezy flelds.
However, worl: wag held up hy:

1. the abgsnce of o spoolfic buddet mada available for ATD3 prevention, as
wvell am the pauclity of Community budget appropriations for public
health, which have prévented - ths oommitment of furds necessary for the

rreliminary stage;

2. ths innbility of the European Parliament to examino the proposalg put
forward in the abovementioned ¢ormunication during 1037; '

3. the deaigion, talten on 1B May 1087 by ths Counodl amd the
representatives of the Governments of the Member States, meeting within
the Counall, to sot up an ad hoo Working Party of officlals responsihle
for publioc health in the Member States, to formulate a joint strategy
otmogrning an aotion and coordination programme applicahble at nationnl
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and Commnity level. The Vorking Party has also besn instruoted to
formulate & pa‘mure maling :Lg‘!. tlative go of
epidemiologioal conoerning research veg ag well as
technical, eadminigtrative amd legal measures vhich are under
oongideration or have besn edopted by the Menbor States. Binoa the
pd hoo Working Party's krief overlapped, at least partdally, with the
aress of aotiom proposed in ite oommunication, the Gm-niﬂgi‘ on eleocted
to avold any duplication of work amd await the firot oomorete results
produced by the Working Party.

So far thege have ctmgisted of a list of epldemliologicalddata,
adninistrative mesures and actions which will be periodically exchanged for dissemination
at Commnity level. For its part, the Commission proooses the setting us of simple and
fast system of exchange of imformation on the public and private mesures adopted or
envisaged in the ilember states. ’

In this respeot, the European Parliaememt requested tho Coommigsion in 1937
to examine paveral moncures taken at national level, for example in the
fileld of systematic soresning in the oontext of health ched:n ot frontiero.
On that ooocasion the Commigsion reaffirmsd its oommitmant to tha prinadple
of freedom of movement, andl sgtresgsed tho need to provent oontradictory
netiomal practices developing. Ite position is oonalstent with the sgtanos
it tock on the occasion of the Counodl of Minimtars for Health of
18 May 1887, ard indeed with the conolusions arrived by that gams Counoll.

In & wider oontext, the Commission took part in tho worl: of the Saleot
Camittes of AIDI experts of the Counodl of Europe konk-which endbled the
Minigters for Health to adopt Reocmmondation No B(87)2B oonosrnin? &
European publio health policy in the fight against AID3., Considerabl
efforts havo aleo boen mads to improve cooperation with the WHO, resulting
in & reciprocal echange of information.

II. ACTIW OCNCERNING COMMUNITY RESPARCH ON AIDS IN 1087

1. Coordination of madioal ard health research

n 17 November 1887 the Councll of Minlsters adopted the fourth
coordination progrommo in the field of medical and health research (1987-
1991). The budget allocated to.this programme is 68 million BCU with a
tentative figurg of 14 million ECU earmorked for ATDS resoarch.

On the initiative of the Eurcpean Parliament, preliminary sotivities were
carried out in 1887, funded by a speoial budget alloocation of BOO 000 ECU
ard aimed at coordinating and preamoting research which hrd alrendy bomn
plammad or underteken at national level. A mumber of Buropsan workshopd
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and regular meetings of the Coammnity Working Party on ATDS refearch, which
wag sot up in 1983, have thus been held. Furthermoro, o first katch of
regearch contraots have besn agreed in tho following arcoam:

(a) epldemiclogical studies concarning, in partiowlar, ths gathering of
gtatistioal data within tho Comunity, hoteroziruel transmigaden,
parinatal infeotion, mathematiocsl modellind and  eaccesoment  of
prevention strateglies;

(b) viro-immunologiocal research, partioularly in tho fiald of ommoorted
aotiony to develop new antiviral substences, vacoincy ord sarologlcal
tests;

(o) clinieal remenrch, partiouwlarly in the field of opportunistic
infeoations.

2. folempz amd Techmology for Davelopment - “Mediadno, health and
mtrition in tropical end sub-tropical areas” subprogramrs

In the contett of the rccoond "Sodenos and Tecdhinolody for dovelopment”
rrograrma ernd rmors spoodficnlly of the subprograrms on mzdioing, health erd
nutrition in troplonl end mub-troplcal arveas (1937-1€21), ths goops of
epidemiologionl rTezscaroh  hng  basn extended to  ths  virological,
imunological amd clinical espsotg of ATDS in the devolopdng oountrics.

An initial eardem of rezaarch projeste Yor an amount of 1,5 millions £CUS, was
selected in 1937 and will be carried out early in 1933. Such projects cover, for instance,
HIV-2 infection. interaction between AIDS virus and tikerculosis, tumours associated with

AIDS, immunogenctics of certain proteins of the AIDS virus and the effect of AIDS on preanancy.

3. The full list of thezs regeoroh programmes o avallable from the
Commicsien of the Europesn Communities, Ddreotorate-Goncral “"Solenoa,
Rggearch and Dovalopmmant”.

ITI. EBC/ACP COUNTRIES PROGRAMME TO OOMBAT AIDS

Tho cbjectivo of this Community programme im to assiat ACP oountrieg in
lmplementing measmures agdodinst AIDS within the contewxt of tholr national
health gervices., To this end, and in ooopsration with the ocountry
oonoerned, 1t endeavours to identify the key aspeotas of the national
prograrma and to provide the technical and finanoioal add nesded for its
Implementation.

To thig erd, a mamorardum listing the main pointg of the programme put
forward by the Commission was pent to ell ACP oountries at the emd of
March 1977. Positive regponees were recelved from B2 ocountries and by
eoTly 1988 about 30 finanoing agresments had already besm signed.
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Virtually all ACP oountries are taking part in the WEO Speolal AIDS
Programme and many have & medium~torm nationnl programma (3 to B years)
drawn up in conjunotion with the WRO. The EEC/ACP otuntries’ programms has
been integrated in the plaming process coordinated by tho VED,

1. Dmplementation of the ERC/ACP oocuntries’ programme by the Cowmission in
1987

Sultsble projoots have already besen identified and asgeaned in poveral
oountries and similar worlk ig underway in the rest.

In 1987, finanoial support totalling €00 OO0 ECU was gronted under thn
EEC/ACP countriea’ prograrma to Uganda, Rwarda and Burundd in ths form of
emergencoy ald or cofinancing of non-governmental organizations emgaged in
the fight against AIDS. '

Furthermore, financical pupport totalling come 3 800 000 ECU wasm approved
for Rwarda, Ugandse, 2Zimbabwe, Zadre end Bomedal, In the field of monitoring
oT blood transfusions, the setting up ot reference laboratories and the strenghtening of the
programmes to ficht sexually transmitted dicegses have gotten the priority (3 500 000 ECUS).

Lagtly, adrecments ware oconcluded with tho authoritics respongible for the
fight againgt ATDS in ACP oountries on goveral projects, The countries
canoerned  include Ethiopis, Kenye, Rwanda, Burudl, Eeonsdal, Medd,
Cameroon, Tanzania, Surdinama, Malawl, dJamaloa, Guyann, Guinsa-Birsou,
Grenadn, Gambia, Ivory Coast, Chad, Papun Now Guinsa, Capo Vorde, Contral
African Rgpublio, Botswana . Benin. Djibouti, Mauretania, Somalia, Zambia, Mozambique,
and Guinea.

Projects to be sponsored ocover lmproved HIV virus scresning in hlood
trenafusiondy, development of natiomal programmes for the fight againat ATDS
and other gennlly transmltted digesses, eupport for initintives in the
field of health education axd information of the public, and improvement of
national ATDS monitoring programmes.

A detalled et of these projects ig available from tho Camisgion of the
Buropean Communities, Dﬁ.reotn;*ate—Geneml of Development. Sectorial Policy

Division. Task Force AIDS.

2. Coordination between the EEC/ACP countries AIDS programme, the WHO
Special Programme and the Menmber States

Tho guldelineg for oooperation with the WHO were approved in May 1687.
They include: .

-  Joint missions at the planning stage;
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- ooordination in thoss oountries where the Commnity decides to
contribute to the funding of a nationsl medium-term plan;

- Comunlty partioipation in the overall assessment of national
Yrogrammes.

Coordination with the Member States is ensured by contacts between the
Member States and tho Commission which tale place every gix monthg, or more
frecquently 1f necessary. An initial ocordination meating wag held in
November 1987,

] *

On balanoa, 1087 saw the gtart of Community action in the fight agadmf
ATDS. The ourrent year ghould see the expansion and development of the
actlon already undertaken.





